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PELOPONNESIAN WAR. 


BOOK V. 
Year X.J 


In the following fummer, the truce, made for a year, 
expired, of courfe, at the time of the Pythian Games, 
And, during this relaxation from war, the Athenians 
caufed the Delians to evacuate the ifle of Delos ; ima- 
gining that, upon the taint of fome' crimes long fince 
committed, they were not fufficiently pure to perform 
due fervice to the God, and that this yet was wanting 
to render that work of purgation complete, in which, 
as I have already related, they thought themfelves jufti- 
fied in demolilhing the fepulchres of the dead. The 
Delians fettled again, fo fait as they could remove them- 
felves thither, at Atramyttium, bellowed upon them 
for thispurpofe by Pharnaces. 

Cleon, * having obtained the commifllon from the 
Athenians, went by fea into the Thracian dominions, fo 

VoL. II. B loon 


t Before Chrift 422. 

Cleon is now grown perfefliy convinced that he is a very hero, and hath pre- 
vailed upon a majority of the people of Athens to be of the fame mind, fince, feriouf- 
ly and deliberately, they intrufi him with a moft important and delicate commiflion. 
He now imagines he can carry all before him, and pluck all the laurels of Brafidat 
from the head of that accomplilhcd Spartan, even without having Demofthenes for 
fcis fccoiid, We may guefs to what an height of infolencc he was now grown from 

the 
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foon as the fufpenfion of arms expired, having under his 
command twelve hundred heavy-armed Athenians, three 
hundred horfcmcn, and larger numbers of ‘their allied 
forces. His whole armament confifted of thirty I'aiL 
Touching firft at Scionc, yet blocked up, he drew from 
thence the heavy-armed, flationed there as guards; and. 
Handing away, entered the haven ct the Colophonians, 
lying at no great diftance from I'orone. Being here 
informed, by the deferters, that Brafidas was not in 
Torone, nor the inhabitants able to make head againft 
him, he marched his forces by land towards that city, 
and fent ten of his fiiips about, to Hand into the harbour. 
His firft approach was to the new rampart, which Bra- 
fidas had thrown up quite round the city, in order to 
indole the fuburbs within its cindure, and thus, by the 
demolition of the old wall, had rendered it one intire ci- 
ty. When the Athenians came to the alTault, Paftteli- 

the Knights of Arlftopbanes, And, to f<:t kin the moft ludicrous view, the poetopen9 
his play with Nicias and DcmokhencS| whom he paints in a very injurious manner) 
and, no doubt, it muft have very graiing to them, to fee them feJvcs rcprefenlcd 
?n fo low buffoonery upon the ffageat Athens, Demofthenes begins witha Ihower 
of curfes on that execrable Faphlagonian, Cleon 5 Nicias feconds him ; and, then, 
** both of them howl togcrhei in a nioft lamentable duetto. They next lay their 
heads together about feme means of icdrefs, Demoffhencs propofeth getting out 
** of their mailer Cleon’s reach. Let us go then ^ fays Nicias. let us go^ cries 

Dfmoffhcncs, Say more, fays Nicias, let ui go over to the enemy. Ay, o*utr to the 
** enemy, ndds the ether. But Jlrfl, fays Nicias, let us go and proji rate ourjel^ts before 
the of tbs Gods, What images? fays Demollhcncs ; deji tJ think then there 
are any Cods ? 1 do. Upon what grounds? Becauje / am undejervedly the ohjcSl of 

** thetr hatred. - Such are the daring rfjairfcprcfcntatjons Ariilophanes makes of 
characters that by no means deferved it ! Dcmollhcnes afterwards deferibes the 
arrogance of Cleon thus ; lie hath one foot fix{d in Pylus, and the other in the afjem- 
hly of the people. When be moves, be ftruts and Jiretches at fuch a rate, that his hum 

is in Thrace, his bands in Mtolia, and bis attention among fl the tribes at bme, 

Nicias then propofeth poifoning themfelves by drinking bull’s blood, like ThemiC 
toclcs j — Or rather, fays Demofthencs, ^ doje of good wine. This is agreed upon, 
in order to cheer up their fpirits, and enable them to confront Cleon, and play ofl 
againft him the feller of black- paddings. Nicias accordingly goes and fteals the 

wine,” Yet, in fpitc of themoft outrageous ridicule, and the oppoBiion of ail 

wilb and honeft men at Athens, wc fee Cleon novr at the head of an army, to flop the 
rapid ton^uefis of Brafidat. 


das 
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das, the Lacediemonian, (who was commandant,) and 
the garrifon under his command, exerted themfelves in 
its defence. But, when they could no longer maintain 
it, and at the fame time the Ihips, fent round on pur- 
pofe, had entered the harbour, Pafitelidas, fearing left 
the fhips might take the town now left defencelefs, and, ' 
'When the rampart was carried by the enemy, he himfelf 
might be intercepted, abandons it immediately, and re- 
^ijred with all fpeed into the town ; But the Athenians 
•weN already difembarked and mafters of the place. 
The i^nd-force alfo broke in inftantly at his heels, by 
rufliing along through the aperture in the old wall; and 
fome, as well Peloponnefians as Toroncans, they flew 
in the moment of irruption. Some allb they took alive, 
amongft whom was Pafitelidas, the commandant. Bra- 
lidas was indeed coming up to its relief, but, receiving 
intelligence on his march that it was taken, he retired ; 
fmee he was *forty ftadia off, too great a diftance to 
prevent the enemy. 

But Cleon and the Athenians^ now ereefted two tro- 
phies; one upon the harbour, tliC other at the rampart. 
They farther doomed to flavery the wives and children 
of the Toroneans. The male-inhabitants, together with 
the Peloponnefians and every Chalcidean that was found 
amongft them, amounting in all to feven hundred, they 
fent away captives to Athens. The Peloponnefians in- 
deed were afterwards releafed, by virtue of fubfe- 
quent treaty ; the reft were fetched away by the Olyn- 
thians, who made exchanges for them, body for body. 

About the fame time, the Boeotians, by treachery, 
got poffeflion of Panadum, a fort upon the frontier, 
belonging to the Athenians. 

As for Cleon, having eftablifhed a garrifon at To- 
rone, he departed thence, and failed round Athos, as 
bound againft Amphipolis. 

But two veflels about this time, bound for Italy and 
Sicily, failed out of the harbour of Athens, having on- 

♦ About 4 miles. 
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board Phasax, the fon of Erafiftratus, with whom two 
other perl'ons were joined in commiffion, to execute an 
embaffy there. For the Leontines, after the tioparture 
of the Athenians from Sicily, in confequence of the 
joint-accommodation, had inrolled many ftrangers aji 
denizens of their city, and the populace had a plan in a- 
gitation for a diftribiuion of the lands. The noble, 
alarmed at this, gain the concurrence of the Syracufans 
and eje(5t the They were difperfed, and 

dered up and down as fo many vagabonds *, whilftThe 
noble, ftriking up an agreement with the Syracufans, a- 
bandoned and left in defolation their own city, fettling 
at SyracLife as free citizens of that place. And yet, 
foon after, feme of this number, diflacisfied even here, 
forfook Syracufe again, and feize upon Phoceje, a quar-^ 
ter of the old city of the Leontines, and upon Bricin- 
ni<e, which is a fortrefs in the Leontine. Hither the 
greater part of the ejefted commons reforted to jh'ern; 
and, adhering firndy together j from thefe ftrong holds 
they annoyed the couqj-ry by their hoftilities. 

When the Athenians had intelligence of this, they 
fend out Pha:ax, to perfuade, by all proper methods, 
their old allies in that country, and to gain, if poflible, 
the concurrence of the other Sicilians, to take up arms, 
for the prefervation of the people of L.eontium, againft 
the incroaching power of the Syracusans, l^haeax, up- 
on his arrival, recommendeth the fcheme fuccefsfully to 
the Camarineans and Agrigentines. But his negotiations 
meeting with fome obftacles at Gela, he defiffed from 
addrefling himfelf to the reft, fince he was aflured he 
could not pofllbly fucceed. Retiring therefore through 
the diflridl of the Siculi to Catane, and calling on his 
road at Bricinni^, and having encouraged the malcon- 
tents there to perfevere, he departed. Not but that, 
in this Sicilian voyage, both paffing and repaffing, and 
alfo upon the coaft of Italy, he had urged to feveral ci- 
ties “ how expedient for them was the Athenian 
“ friendfliip.” 

A 


He 
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. He met alfo in his courfe with thofe Lqcrians, who 
were going to another fettlcmenr, after expulfion from 
]VIeflenei • They had been driven to this neceflity bv fe- 
ditious fadlions at Meflene, one of which had invited 
^em thither fince the joint-accommodation among theSi- 
/gftliansi and now they were forced to fliift again, though 
Meflene had for a time been entirely in their power. 
Phteax theretore, meeting with thefc in their removal, 
them no annoyance ; for the Locnans had been at 
ado^ference with him, to concert the meafurcsof an a- 
greem^t with the Athenians. Thefe, however, were 
the only party of all the confederates, who, when the 
Sicilians had amicably ended their dil'putes, refufed to 
treat with the Athenians, and were brought to fuch 
fiubmiflion fince merely by a war, in which they were 
embroiled againft the Itonians and Meleans, who bor- 
dered upon them, and were colonies of their own. And, 
fome^time after this, Phteax truly returned to Athens. 

But Cleon, who from Torone was gone about by fea 
againft Amphipolis, marching aw^y fron Ei’on, makeih 
an affvtult upon Stagirus, a colon'^ of Andrians but 
without fuccefs; yet Galepfus, a colony of the I hafians, 
he taketh by florm. He fent farther embaffadors to 
Perdiccas, to fummon his atfradance in the expedition, 
according to the tenor cf the new alliance. He fent o- 
thers into I'hrace to Polles, king of the Odomantians, 
that he would hire as large a body of Thracians as could 
begot, and bring them up under his own oruers. And, 
during this interval, he himlclf lay quiet at E'ion. 

But Brafidas, informed of thefe proceedings, placed 
himfelf in anoppofite.poftat Cerdiliurn. I'his place bCf 
longeth to the Argilians, and is feared on an eminence 
on the other fide of the river, and at no great dillancc 
from Amphipolis. Erom hence he hadaperfett view 
of all Cleon’s motions •, fo that nowit was ixpofliblefor 
the latter to make any approach with his army, from 
thence to Amphipolis, without being difeovered. Bra- 
fidas, however, llifpeifted that Cleon would approach, 

B 3 and. 
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and, from a contempt of his opponents, would certainly 
advance thither, without waiting for reinforcements. 

He had, at the fame time provided himfelf'^ith fif- 
teen hundred mercenary Thracians, and had aflTembled/- 
all the Edonian targetecrs and horfcmen. Of the Myr^ 
cinians and Chalcideans he had a thoufand targeteers, 
bcfides thofe in Amphipolis. But his whole force of 
heavy-armed of all forts amounted to about two thou- J 
fand; and he had three hundred Grecian horfcnjp% 
With a detachment, confifting of fifteen hund/^cf of 
thefe, Brafidas had ported himfelf at Cerdyliumj the 
reft were left in Amphipolis, under the orders of Cle- 
aridas. 

Cleon remained without ftirring for the prefent, but 
was foon forced to fuch a ftep as Brafidas expeded. 
The Ibldiers were chagrined at their inadivity, and 
were difparaging his condud by invidious parallels, 

“ againft how much (kill and courage, with how'fnuch 
“ unfivilfulnefs and cowardice, he was matched j” and 
that, “ with the higl^rt regret they had attended him 
“ from Athens on this expedition.” Scnfible of their 
difeotuent, and unwilling to difguft them more, by too 
long a continuance in the fame port, he drew them up and 
led them on. He aded now, upon the vain conceit with 
which his fuccefs at Pylus had puffed him up, as a man of 
great importance. It could not enter his heart, that the 
enemy would prefume to march out againrt and offer 
him battle. He gave out, that “ he was only advan- 
“ cing in order to view the place*, he waited indeed the 

arrival of additional forces, not as if they were need- 

fill to his fccurity, fhould the enemy attack him, but 
“ to enable him completely to invert; the city, and to 
** take it by ftorm.” Being advanced, he ported his 
troops upon a ftrong eminence before Amphipolis, and 
went in perfon to view the marlhes of the Strymon, and 
the fituaiion of the city on the fide of Thrace, how it 
really was. He judged he could retreat at pleafure, 
without a battle. Not fo much as one perfon appeared 

upon 
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upon the works, or ifllied out at the gates ; for they 
were all fhuc faft. He now concluded himfelf guilty of 
a miftak^j in coming fo near the place without the ma- 
chines, “ as the town muft infallibly have been taken, 
becaufe abandoned.” 

A Brafidas, however, had nofooner perceived that the 
Athenians were in motion, than, defcendingfrom Cer- 
dylium, he marcheth into Amphipolis. He there wa- 
ned all manner of fally and all Aow ofoppofition againft 
tii^^thenians. He was afraid of trufting too much to 
hts ovvH forces, as he judged them inferior to the ene- 
my, not truly in numbers, for fo far they were* nearly 
balanced, but in real worth : for the Athenian force, 
appointed for this fervice, was compoled of the very 
flower of Athens, and the choiceft troops of the Lem- 
nians and Imbrians. For this rcafon, he prepared to 
afiail them with art; becaufe, in cafe he gave the ene- 
nrjMwiyew of his numbers, and of the forry manner in 
which they were armed, he judged he fhould be lefs like- 
ly to gain a vidory, than by concealing them till the 
moment of adion, and avoiding t^iat contempt which 
their real date would have infpirecl. Picking out, 
therefore, a party of one hundred and iifty heavy-armed 
for himfelf, and appointing Clearidas to command tife 
reft, he dcligncd to fall fuddenly upon the Athenians in 
their retreat j concluding, he fhould never again find 
them in this forlorn manner, when the reinforcements 
they expected were come up. Calling, therefore, all 
his foldiers around him, as he was defirous of animating 
them, and letting them into his feheme, he harangued 
them thus : 

“YE men of Peloponnefus, let it fufHcc that I brief- 
“ ly put you in mind, that we are natives of that coun- 
“ try which hath ever by valour preferveef itlelf free, 

“ and that you of the Doric arc now going to attack 
“ your opponents of the Ionic defeent, whom you are 
y inured to defeat. My words are chiefly defigned to 

B 4 “ inform 
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“ inform you in what manner I have planned the method 
“ of attack, left hazarding the event with fo fmall a par- 
“ ty, and not with our intirc force, may feesr^unequal 
“ to the work, and may too much difpirit you. The 
“ enemy, I conjefture, from an utter contempt of 
** and aftrong prefumption that we durft not come ooj; 
“ into the field againft them, have fhewn themlelves 
before this city; and this very moment, diforderly 
“ fcattered as they are to view the fituation, they heaj^ 
** tily defpife us. The leader, therefore, who 
** moft aciuenefs in detefting fuch blunders in^ foe, 

“ and*then feizeth the proper moment to fall upon 
“ them, as bell enabled by his own llrength; not fo 
“ much in the open and regular manner of a method!- 
“ cal tight, as with a furprile, moft advantageous in thfi 
“ prefent Jiinfture;— fuch a leader may, for the moft 
“ part, be afifured of fuccefs. Such ftealihs as thefe 
“ draw after them the higheft glory : By -the 
“ man, who over-rcacheth his enemy the moft, per- 
formeth the moft fubftantial fcrvice tor his friends. 

“ Whilft, therefor^, haughtily prefuming on their own 
“ worth, they remain thus difordered, and, by what 
“ appeareth to me, are bent more on drawing off than 
** remaining here, ■— during this their intermiflion of 
purpefe, and before their relolutions can be regular. 

“ ly adjufted, I myfelf, at the head of my chofen par-. 

ty, will be amongft them, if pofiible, and will rufh 
“ with vigour into the center ot their army. And then, 

“ Clearidas, when once you perceive that I am engaged, 
and, as in probability it mull be, have thrown them 
“ into diforder; then, at the head of yours, accompa- 
“ nied by the Ainj)hipo!iuns and the reft of the confe* 

** derates, throw open the gates on a fiiddcn for your 
fally, and advance with your utmoft fpeed to the 
“ charge. And thus, it may Confidently be hoped, the 
“ enemy mull be thrown into the utmollconfternation; 

“ becauic a fecund body, thus running to the charge, 
is more terrible to the foes tlun the prelcnt which is 
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“ already engaged.— And fhew yourfelf now. Clean- 
“ das, that gallant man, which in honour, as a Spartan, 
“ you oijght to be. 

“ You in general, ye confederates, I exhort to follow 
'^N|With manly rcfolution, and to remember that good 
^foldiers are bound, in duty, to be full of fpirit, to be 
^ fenfible of fhame, and to obey commanders; that, 
“ this very day, if you behave with valour, you are 
‘>5^enceforth free, and will gain the honourable title of 
*^^i.'^d^emon^an allies-, otherwife, mud continue to be 
“ thefhtves of the Athenians; where the bed that can 
“ befal you, if neither fold for flaves nor put to death 
“ as rebels, will be a heavier yoke of tyranny than you 
“ ever yet have felt, whild the liberty of the red of 
Greece mud by you for ever be obdrufted. But fo 
“ dadardly behaviour I conjure you to fcorn, as you 
** know for what valuable prizes you are to enter the 
rayielf fhall convince you, that I am not 
“ more ready to put others in mind of their duty, than 
“ perfonally to difeharge my own through the whole 
“ Icene of action.** ». 

Brafidas, having ended his harangue, prepared to 
fally out himlelf, and placed the main body under the 
orders of Clearidas, at the gates which are called the 
Thracian, to be ready to rufhout at the appointed time. 
To Cleon now, — for Brafidas had been plainly feen 
coming down from Cerdylium; and, as the profpeftof 
the city lay open to thole without, had been feen alfo 
when lacrificing before the temple of Minerva and form- 
ing the proper difpofitions: — To Cleon, I fay, who was 
now in a remote quarter to view the pods, advice is 
brought, that “ the whole force of the enemy was vi- 
“ fibly drawn up within the city, and that, under the 
“ gates, many feet of horfes and men might be difeern- 
“ ed, as ready for a fally.” Upon hearing this, he 
went to the place, and was convinced by his own iighr. 
He determined, however, not to hazard a battle before 

his 
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his fuccours were arrived ; and though he knew his mo- 
tions could not be concealed) he went off, and ordered 
the fignal to be given for a retreat; commanding farther 
that the left wing fliould file off firft, which indeed was 
the only method of drawing off fccurely to Eton. Pat 
as they feemcd to him to be long about it, he whee.-d 
off himfelf at the head of the righi', and thus, expofing 
his men tothcmiffivc weapons of the enemy, was draw- 
ing off his army. 

At this inftant Brafidas, perceiving it was timt*?© at- 
tack, fincc the army of the Athenians was aheady in 
motion, fays to thofe about him, and to all that were 
near, — “ Thefe gentlemen wait not for us; that plainly 
•* appeareth by the (baking of their fpears and heads; 
“ for thofe who make fuch motions are not ufed to Ray 
“ for the enemy’s approach. But let fomebody throw me 
“ open the appointed gates, and letus boldly and with all 
“ fpeed Tally out againft them.” In effed, 
iffuing at the gates of the intrcnchment, and the firft of 
what was then the long-wally advanced with all fpeed di- 
redly along the road, where now ftandeth the trophy, 
to be feen by thofe who pals along by the ftrongeft part 
of the town, and, falling upon the Athenians, dtfmayed 
not only at their own irregular fituation, but alfo terri- 
fied at his bold attack in the very center of their army, 
he putteth them to the rout. And now Clcaridas, Tal- 
lying out according to order at the Thracian gates, was 
advancing to fecond him. The confequence was, that, 
by fuch an unexpedtd and fudden affault on both fides, 
the Athenians were thrown into the higheft confufion. 
Their left wing, which inclined the moft towards Ei'on, 
as having filed'Off firft, wasinftantly broken, and fled, 
Thefe were no fooner difperfed in flight, than Brafidas, 
advancing to the attack of the right, is wounded ‘He 
dropped; — but the Athenians arc not fcnfiblc of it. 
Thole who were near him took him up, and carried him 
off. This accident, however, enabled the right wing 
of the Athenians to maintain their ground the longer; 

though 
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though Cleon, who from the firft had never intended to 
(land an cngagemenr, flies inftantly away ; and, being 
intercepted by a Myrcinian targeteer, is flain. But his 
•bfavy-armed, embodying together and gaining an emi- 
nence, repnlfed Clearidas, who twice or thrice attacked 
^m, and maintained their ground till the Myrcinian 
^nd Chalcidic cavalry and the targeteers, furrounding 
% 0 nd pouring in their darts upon them, compelled them 
ttA^. Thus the whole Athenian army was diftreflTed in 
a laobv^us flight: They ran different ways amongft the 
mountains; numbers had been deftroyed in the charge, 
others by the Chalcidic horfe and targeteers ; but the 
remainder efcaped in fafety to Eton. 

Thofe who took up Brafidas, when he dropped in 
th« adtion, and bore him off, carried him into the city 
yet alive. His fenfes remained till he heard his party 
were vidlorious, and foon after that he expired.* 

of the army with Clearidas, being come 
back from the purfuit, rifled the dead and erected a 
trophy. 

This done, all the confederates affifted under arms at 
the funeral of Brafidas, whom they interred at the pub- 
lic expcnce within the city, near the place where the fo- 
rum now ftandech. And afterwards the Amphipolitans, 
having inclofed his monument, performed facnfice to 
him as a hero. They alfo enadled folemn games in his 
honour and annual facrifices. Nay, they aferibed their 
colony to him as founder, after demoUfliing the edifices 
of Agnon, and defacing every memorial which might 
continue the memory of his foundation. They a(5:ted 
thus, partly out of real gratitude to Brafidas, whom they 
regarded as their deliverer, and partly at this jundure 

* The firfl cmbairy, which came from the Grecians in Thrace to Sparta, after 
the death of Brafidas^ made a vlfit to his mother Argileonis. The firil quefton ihe 
aiked them was, Did my Jon die bra*vely f And when the embafladors expatiated 
largely in his praifc, and faid, at laft. There was not fuch another Spartan left alive, 
^ Tgu mijiake^ gentlemen^ faid the mother, my Jon was a good mani but there are many 
hater men than he in Sfarta. Plutarch's Laconic Apophthegms. 


to 
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to fliew their high relped: for the Lacedaemonian alli- 
ance, as they flood in great dread of the Athenians, 
For, confidering their hoftile cmbroilmeniSj, with the 
Athenians, they though: it neither for their intereft nor 
fatisfadion to continue the honours of Agnon. / 

To the Athenians they alfo delivered the bodiesW 
their dead. The number of them, on the Athcniar* 
fide, amounted to fix hundred, whereas the enemy loft 
but feven men. This was owing to the nature of/'.e 
fight, which had not been carried on in a regul.^t^man- 
ner, but was rather a Daughter, in conleq-ichce of a 
furprife and hidden confternarion. After the reception 
of their dead, the Athenians lailed away for Athens; 
but thole under the orders of Cleaiidas applied them- 
felves to re-fettle and lecure Amphipolis. 

About the fame time, in the dole of this himmer, 
Ramphias, and Autccharidas, and Epicydidas, Lace- 
daemonians, were conducting up, for the 7'hf\««<r-*fer- 
vicc, a reinforcement confilting of nine hundied heavy- 
armed, Being arrived at Heraclea, in Trachis, they 
regulated there fuoh things as feemed to require an a- 
mendment; and, during the leafon they halted here, 
the battle of Amphipolis was fought, and the fummer 
ended. 

Bur, early as polTible in the fucceeding winter, the 
reinforcement under Ramphias proceeded on their route 
as far as Pierium of Theflaiy. But, the Tluffilians op- 
pofing their farther paflage, and Brafidas being how 
dead, to whom they were conducting this fupply, they 
returned home. They imagined that their aid was no 
longer wanting, as the Athenians, in confequence of 
their overthrow, had quitted tliat country; and them- 
felves had not fufEcient ability to carry the plans into 
execution which Brafidas had been meditating. But the 
principal motive of their return was their own confeiouf- 
nefs, at fetting our, that the Lacedaemonians were more 
inclined to peace. 


It 



B.V. THE PELOPOKNESIAN WAtL. 

Icfofell out indeed, immediately after the battle of 
Amphipolis and the return of Ramphias from Theffaly, 
that neithdrtjf the parties meddled any longer with the 
operations of war, but were more inclined to a peace. 
T1^ motives on the Athenian fide were thelc; — They 
received a terrible blow at Delium, and a fecond 
mely at Amphipolis : Hence they no longer entertain- 
W that afluced confidence of their own ftrength, which 
I^'^formerly occafioned them to rejed all accommoda- 
tions^*1^ they imagined, in their then career of fuccefs, 
they Ihould loon give law to their enemies. Now alfo 
they were under apprehenfions of their dependents, left, 
buoyed up by the late misfortunes of Athens, they 
might the fooner be induced to revolt. And they 
heaitily repented now, that they had negledfed the fine 
opportunity, which their fuccefs at Pylus gave them, of 
bringing the difpute to a happy determination. 

Oti’ri^other hand, the Lacedsemonians a(fted on 
thefe motives: — They found th^milelvcs ftrangely mif- 
taken in the events of war. At its commencement, 
they imagined, that, in the fpace of 2 few years, they 
ftiould intirely have demoliftied the power of the Athe- 
nians, by laying their territory wafle ; but they had fuf- 
fered a terrible calamity in the affair of Sphadleria, fuch 
as never before had been the lot of Sparta. Devafta- 
tions now were extended over all their country, from 
Pylus and Cythera. Their Helots had alfo in numbers 
deferted to the foe; and they lived in conftant expec- 
tation that thofe, who yet perfevered in their allegiance, 
pained by the folicitations of thofe who were fled, 
might, in the prefent low ebb of Sparta, attempt to 
fubvert their conftirution, as had formerly been the 
cale. It happened farther, that the thirty years truce 
'viih the Argives was on the point of expiring; and the 
•Argives were unwilling to renew it, unlcfs the Cynuria 
'vas prcvioully rellored. They judged it therefore a 
plain impoflibdity, to make head, at the fame time, a- 
gainft both Argives and Athenians. They had aI;o a 

fufpicion 
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fufpicion that fome cities of Pcloponnefus i#^uld revolt 
from them to the Argives, which proved afterwards 
true. ^ <, 

Both parties, then, being refpcftively influenced by 
fuch confiderations, an accommodation was judged to be 
expedient. The anxiety of the Lacedjemonians abistut 
it was not the leaft, as they were eagerly bent on reco 
vering their prifoners that had been taken at Sphadteria* 
for they were all citizens of Sparta, of the firft ra-.4c, 
and allied to the mofl honourable families. Th.^'had 
begun to folicit their liberty fo foon as ever tfley were 
taken ; but the Athenians, flulhed with conqueft, at 
that time difdained to treat. Yet, after the blow recei- 
ved at Delium, the Lacedaemonians, knowing then they 
were become more tradable, laid hold of the favourable 
jundure, and obtained a ceflation of arms for a year, 
in which fpace they were, by article, to hold mutual 
conferences, in order to fettle an accommod^’:?;. ‘/or a 
longer time. And fince the Athenians had now again 
more lately been totally defeated at Amphipolis, and as 
well Cleon as Braffdas was dead, both of whom had moft 
ftrenuoufly oppofed an accommodation ; the latter, be- 
caufe he was fuccefsful and reaped glories in war; the 
former, becaufe, in a feafon of tranquillity, his villa- 
nies muft needs be deteded, and his bold calumniations 
lofc ail credit; the perfons, who at prefent were chief in 
the- management of either ftate, were more ftrongly dif- 
pofed than ever to adjutt difputes. Thefe were, Flcifti- 
onax, the fon of Paufanias, king of the Lacedaamonians, 
and Nicias, the fon of Niceratus, by far the moft fuc- 
cefsful general of that age. Nicias defired it, as hither- 
to he had never been defeated, and was bent on fecuring 
his own profperity on a lading foundation, on obtaining 
a relaxation of toils for himfelf, and of their prefent bur- 
dens for his fellow-citizens, and on leaving his name il* 
luftrious to poftcrity, as one who had never involvcf’ 
his country in calamity. Thefe views, he judged, 
could only be accomplifhed by vacuity from danger, b;' 

expofinq 
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exporm^hunfelf, as little as poflible, to the uncertain- 
ties of fortunci and vacuity from danger was compatible 
folely witl% peace, Pleiftionax bad been calumniated by 
Jiis enemies on the account of his relloration ; and they 
invidioufly fuggefled to his prejudice, upon every lofs 
whatever which the Lacedsemonians fuHained, thatfuch 
jS^as the confequence of tranfgrefling the laws in the repeal 
(of his baniihment. For they laid to his charge, that, 
mN^ncert with his brother Ariftocles, he had fuborned 
the pi'l^cfs of Delphi to give one general anfwer to all 
the depmations fent by the Lacedaemonians to confulc 
the oracle, that “ they ihould bring back the feed of 
“ the dcmi-god fon of Jove from a foreign land into 
“ their own country ; it not, they Ihould plough with a 
“ filvcr plough- (hare*,” and thus, at length, fo leduced 
the Lacedaemonians in the favour of an exile, rcfiding at 
Lycseum, upon account of his precipitate retreat out of 
AtKee^ though purchafed by bribes from the enemy, 
and from a dread of his countrymen dwelling in a houlc, 
one half of which was part of the temple of Jupiter, 
that, nineteen years after, they conduced him home 
with the fame folemn proceffions and facrifices as thofe, 
who were the original founders of Lacedaemon, had ap- 
pointed for the inauguration df their kings. Repining, 
therefore, at thefe calumniations, and judging that, as 
peace giveth no room for mifearriage, and that, far- 
ther, if the Lacedaemonians could recover the prifoners, 
his enemies would be debarred of a handle for detrac- 
tion; whereas, whilft the chances of war fubfili, the 
perfons at the helm of government muft be liable to re- 
proaches for every difaflcr; he was earneflly dcfirous to 
bring about an accommodation. 

This winter, therefore, they proceeded to a confe- 
rence; and, at the approach of fpring, great prepara- 
tions were openly in hand on the Lacedemonian fide, 
and a feheme for fortifying in Attica was circulated 
through all the States^ in order to render the Athenians 
more compliant. Many meetings were held, and many 

demands, 
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demands, with large juftifications, were urged on both 
lides, till, at length, it was agreed, that “ a peace 
“ Ihould be concluded, each party reftoring what they 
“ had conquered in the war, but Nifsea to remain iri- 
“ the hands of the Athenians.” Plataea was re-demand- 
ed by the latter, but the 1 hebans urged that it had not 
fallen into their hands by force or by treachery, bu^ 
they poflelTed it in piirfuance of a free and voluntary} 
furrender. And, upon the fame plea, the Athenlr.iiS 
kept Nifaca. ^ 

Things being fo far adjufted, the Lacedtemonians 
called together their confederates; and all their voices, 
excepting thofe of the Bceotians, and Corinthians, and 
Eleans,* and Megarcans, who were not at all fatisfied 
with thefe proceedings, concurring for a peace, they:.ra- 
tify the accommodation, and folcmnly pledged the ob- 
fervance of it to the Athenians, who, in exchange, 
fwore the fame to the Lacedasmonians, in efhsft a: fol- 
loweth : 

“ THE Athenians and Lacedaemonians, and their 
“ allies, have made peace on thele terms, and every 
“ State hath fworn to their obfcrvance. 

“ In regard to the common temples: — PermilTion is 
“ granted, to all, who defire it, to facrifice, to vifit, to 
“ confult the oracles, to fend public deputations, in 
“ the preferibed forms of every people, both by land 
“ and fea, without any moleftation, 

“ That the facred foil and the temple of Apollo at 
” Delphi, and Delphi itfelf, be ruled after its own mo- 
del, be taxed at its own diferetion, and be adminif- 
“ tered by its own rnagiftrates, whofe determinations to 
“ be final both in regard to life and property, accord- 
“ ing to the primitive laws of the place. 

“ That this peace continue for the fpace of fifty 
“ years, between the Athenians and the confederates 
“ of the Athenians, on the one fide, and the Lacedae* 

** monians and the confederates of the Lacedaemonians, 
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on the other, without fraud and without molcRation, 
both at land and Tea. 

“ Be i^ferther unlawful for either party to take up 

arms to the detriment of the other, neither the 

** Lacedaemonians and their allies againll the Athenians 
“ and their allies,— nor the Athenians and their al- 
** lies againR the Lacedaemonians and their allies, 
without any fraud or evafion whatfoever. And, if any 
^ difference intervene between the contrading parties, 
let ii be adjufted according to equity and upon oath, 
“ in futli manner as they fhall agree. 

“ Agreed, farther, — That the Lacedaemonians and 
“ allies deliver up Amphipolis to the Athenians. 

Thar, whatever cities the Lacedaemonians deliver 
up to the Athenians, leave be given to the inhabi* 
tants to remqve, at their own diferetion* with all 
** their effeds. 

‘L-Th^ the cities, which pay the afTeffments rated by 
“ Ariftides, enjoy all their rights and privileges what- 
“ ever. 

And, — be it unlawful for the Athenians and their 
“ allies to take up arms, to the annoyance of thofe ci- 
ties which pay that afleffment, from the time that this 
“ treaty be in force. Thofe cities are, Argilus, Stagi- 
rus. Acanthus, Scolus, Olynthus, Spartolus: — 
Thefe cities to obferve a ftrid neutrality, forming no 
“ engagements with either Lacedaemonians or Atheni- 
“ ans.^Provided, that, if the Athenians can by fair 
“ means prevail upon thefe cities, it be lawful for the 
“ Athenians to admit them confederates at their own 
“ free choice. 

“ That the Mecyberneans, and Saneans, and Singe- 
** ans, fhall inhabit their own cities in the fame man- 
” net as the Olynthians and Acanthians. 

“ Agreed, farther, — That the Lacedasmonians and 
allies reftore Fanadum to the Athenians. 


voL. n. 
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“ That the Athenians rcftorc to the Lacedaemonians 
“ *Coryphafium, and Cythera, and Methonc, and 
“ Ptcleum, and Atalanta, and all the Lacedemonians, 
“ now prifoners of the Rate at Athens, or public prf- 
“ foners, in any quarter locvcr within the dominions of 
“ Athens; and to give leave of departure to all the 
“ Peloponnefians blocked up in Scione, and to all the 
“ confederates of the Peloponnefians whatever in Sci- 
one, and to all perfons whatever whom Brafidas plar^ 

“ ced there. This article alfo to extend to apy con- 

** federates of the Lacedaemonians, now puWic prifo- 
ners at Athens, or public prifoners in any other quar- 
“ ter of the Athenian dominions. 

“ That, in return, the Lacedaemonians and allies 
releafe all the prifoners, both Athenians and confede- 
“ rates, which are now in their hands. 

“ Thar, in regard to the Scioneans, Toroncans, and 
Sermylians, and any other city belonging, nf right, 
“ to the Athenians, the Athenians to proceed with the 
cities fpecified, and all the others, at their own dif- 
cretion. 

“ That the Athenians lhall fwear obfervance to the 
Lacedaemonians and their allies, feparately, according. 
“ to their cities. Let both fides fwear, in the moft fo- 
“ lemn manner, according to the forms of each feparatc 
“ State\ and the oath to be conceived in thefe words; 
“ I abide hy my compass and the prefent ar ticks y ho- 

“ nejilyy and without equivocation. Be an oath taken, 

** to the Athenians, by the Lacedaemonians and allies, 
to the fame purport. 

“ Be this oath renewed annually by the contrafting 
** parties. 

“ Be pillars erefted at Olympias, at Pythus, at the 
Ifthmus, and at Athens in the citadel, and at Lace- 
daemon in the Amycleum, with this treaty inferibed 
upon them. 



^ This includes the fort of Pylus^ fcated on the cape of Coryphafiua* 
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“ If any point be in any manner or degree for the 
“ prefent, through forgetfulnefs on either fnie, omit- 
tcdi orj if any thing, upon a ferious confultation 
“ holden, be judged more proper*, the Lacedjemonians 
“ and Athenians are impowered, with all due regard 
“ to their oaths, to make additions and alterations, at 
“ their joint difcretion. 

“ Plciftolas, prefid ing in the college of Ephori, put- 
“ tcth this treaty in force at Sparta, on the twcnty- 
“ feventh day of the month Artemifius : At Athens, 
** AlcaSlis, the Archon, on the twenty-fifth day of the 
“ month Elaphebolion. 

“ Thofe who took the oath and facrificed were, 

“ .On the Lacedae- 7 Pleiftolas, Damagetus, Chionis, 
monian fide, — 3 Metagenes, Acanthus, Daithus, 
Ifchagoras, Philocharidas, Zeux» 
idas, Anthippus, Telles, Alci- 
nidas, Empedias, Menas, Lam- 
philus. 

** On the Athenian, — Lampo, Ifthmionicus, Nicias, 

Laches, Euthydemus, Procles, 
Pythodorus, Agnon, Myrtilus, 
Thrafycles, Theagenes, Arifto- 
coetes, lolcius, Timocrates, Leo, 
Lamachus, Demofthenes.’* 

This treaty was perfefted upon the clofe of the winter, 
in the firft commencement of the fpring, immediately 
after the Bacchanalian feftivals at Athens. Ten com- 
plete years, and I'ome few days over, were elapfed, fince 
the firft irruption into Attica, and an open commence- 
ment of the war. And let him, that would be alTured 
of the truth, compute only by the feafons of the year, 
and not by thofe who, in the contending States^ were ei- 
ther Archons, or, by the offices they bore, had events 
diftinguilhed by an enumeration of their names. For It 

C 2 cannot 
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cannot be exactly known in what determinate part, whe- 
ther in the beginning or middle, or any other portion, 
of a magiflracy, any important event occuntd. But, if 
the computation proceed by fummers and winters, which 
method I have obferved, fuch an inquirer will find, 
that thefe two halves being equivalent to a whole year, 
ten complete fummers, and the fame number of winters, 
elapfed in the courfe of this firft part of the war. 

The Lacedaemonians, for to them it fell by lot to 
make the firll reflitutions, rcleafed immediately what 
prifoners they had in their handsj and, having clifpatch- 
cd Ifchagoras, and Menas, and Philocharidas, in the 
quality of their embafladors to the cities of Thrace, or- 
clered Clearidas to deliver up Amphipolis to the Athe- 
nians, and all the confederates there to fubmit to -the 
terms of the treaty, according to tlie llrpulacion given 
lor them. But this they politively refufed, ^ as they 
judged the treaty prejudicial. Clearidas alfo, -to ingra- 
tiate himfelf with the Chalcideans, would not deliver up 
Amphipolis, alledging, that, without their concurrence, 
he could not poflloly do ir. He himfelf returned in 
perfon (bon after with the emballadors, in order to make 
his deft nee at Lacedaemon, fliould Ifchagoras accufe 
him there of difobeying orders. His view was, farther, 
to try if the accommodation could by any means be eva- 
ded. But, when he found it faft confirmed, he polled 
back with all fpeed to his government, having exprefs 
orders from the Lacedsemonians to deliver up Amphi- 
polis j or, if that was beyond his power, tocaufeall the 
Teloponnefians within that garrifon inftantly to evacuate 
the place. 

The confederates happened, at this jundure, to be 
at Lacedaemon, where fuch of them, as had hitherto 
rcfuled to accept the treaty, were ordered by the Lace- 
daemonians to accede to it. But this they pofitivcly re- 
fufed, alledging the fame reafon as before; and plainly 
affirming, that “ they would not come in, till better 
“ tern^s than the prclent were obtained for them.’* 

Their 
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Their remonftrances had no tfFed upon the Lacedasmo- 
nians, who fcnt them away without redrefs, and ftruck 
up forthwith an alliance, offenfive and defcnfive, with 
the Athenians. They had reafon to conclude that 
“ the Argives would come to no agreement with 
“ them,” fince they had lately declared a negative to 
their embaffadors, Ampelidas and Lichas-, “ and yet 
“ thefi Argives,” theyjudged, “ could be no dreadful 
“ foe without the Athenians; and that the reft of Pelo- 
“ ponnefus would not now prefume to interfere, who, 
“ witho»t this method of prevention, would certainly 
“ have gone over to the Athenians.” An Athenian 
embafly, therefore, being at this crifis refident amongft: 
them, a conference was holden, and the terms complete- 
ly adjufted. The ratification was made by folemn oath, 
anJ the articles of this alliance, offenfive and defenfive, 
were ihefe: 

“THE Lacedaemonians enter into this alliance for 
“ the term of fifty years. — Provided that, 

“ If any enemy enter the territories of the Lacedae- 
“ monians, and commit any manner of hoftilities to 
“ their prejudice, the Athenians march forthwith to 
“ their fuccour, with all the pofliblc means of redrefs, 
“ and with their whole united force. 

“ And, in cafe fuch invaders fhall have withdrawn 
“ themfelvcs, that the State under which they afted be 
“ declared an enemy both to the Lacedajmonians and 
“ the Athenians, both which are to join in atfting of- 
“ fenfively againft that State, nor to lay down their 
“ arms without the mutual confent of both the con- 
“ trading Slates. 

I, “ Thele terms to be obferved with honour, with ala- 
“ crity, and without any fraud whatever. 

“ Provided, farther, — That, if any enemy enter 
“ the territories of the Athenians, and commit hoftili- 
“ ties to the prejudice of the Athenians, the Lacedre- 
“ monians march forthwith to their fuccour, with all 

C “ the 
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“ the poflible means of redrefs, and with their whole u- 
“ nited force. 

“ And, in cafe fuch invaders (hall have \;ithdrawn 
themfelves, that the Sia/e under which they afted be 
“ declared an enemy both to Lacedaemonians and Athe- 
“ nians, both which are to join in adling offenfively a- 
“ gainft that S/a/e, nor to lay down their arms without 
“ the mutual confent of both the contradling S/aUs. 

“ Thefe terms alfo to beobferved with honour, with 
“ alacrity, and without any fraud whatever. 

“ Provided, farther, — That, if there hapfpen any 
infiirredion among the Helots, the Athenians march 
“ to the fuccour of the Lacedsemonians with their whole 
ftrength, to the full extent of their power. 

The fame perfons, on both Tides, lhall fwear to the 
“ obfen^ance of thefe articles, who fwore to the former- 
“ treaty. 

The oaths to be annually renewed j for which pur- 
“ pofe, the Lacedaemonians (hall give their attendance 
“ at Athens, at the Bacchanalian feflival •, and the A- 
“ thenians theirs a^ Lacedscmon, at the Hyacinthian. 

“ Both parties to erecl their pillar j one at Lacedae- 
“ mon, near Apollo’s, in the Amycleumj the other at 
Athens, near Minerva’s, in the citadel. 

“ And, in cafe the Lacedaemonians and Athenians 
“ think proper to make any additions or alterations in 
“ the teims of this alliance, the fame lawfully to be 
“ done by both, at their joint difcretion. 

“ The oath of obfervance was fworn, 

** On the Lacedae-7 *Pleiftionax, *Agis, Plciftolas, 
monian fide, by j Damagetus, Chionis, Metagc- 
nes. Acanthus, Daithus, Ifcha- 
goras, Philocharidas, Zeuxidas, 
Anthippus, Alcinadas, Tellis, 
Empedias, Menas, Laphilus. 


♦ The kinf;* f.gn thia alli.incf, but did r.pt fign the former treaty. 


“ On 


... 


i 
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f* On the Athenian ? Lampo, Ifthmionicus, Laches, 
fide, by 3 Nicias, Euthydemus, Proclcs, 
Pythodorus, Agnon, Myrtilus, 
Thrafycles, Theagenes, Arilto- 
crates, lolcius, Timocrates, Leo, 
Lamachus, Demoilhenes.” 

This alliance was concluded in a very little time after 
the treaty of peace; and the Athenians now releafcd to 
the Lacedaemonians their Spartans^ who were made pri- 
foncrs at Sphaderia. The fummer alfo of the eleventh 
year was now begun; and fo far the tranfadions of thele 
firft ten years of this war, clofely carried on, have been 
regularly comp'l'*'^. 


YEAR XI4 

AFTER the treaty of peace and the alliance, of- 
fcnfive and defenfive, between the Lacedaemonians and 
Athenians; both which were concluded after the ten 
years war, at the time when Pleiftolas prefided in the 
college of Epbori at Sparta, and Alcaeus was Archon at 
Athens; the peace became in force amongft the acceding 
parties. But the Corinthians andfome of the Pelopon- 
nefian Stales were endeavouring the overthrow of all 
thcfe proceedings : And immediately there arofe ano- 
ther great combuftion, amongft the confederates, againft 
Lacedsemon. More than this, as time advanced, the 
Lacedaemonians became fufpeded by the Athenians, as 
they (hewed no great punduality in executing the con- 
ditions of the peace. For the fpacc of fix years and ten 
months, they refrained indeed from entering one ano- 
ther’s territory in a hoftile manner; but, during fuch a 
corrcfpondence which abounded in fufpicions, they 
were, m all other refpeds, aftive in a reciprocal annoy- 

X Before Cbrift 421 • 
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ance. And at length, ncceflitated to difiblve the treaty 
concluded at the ten years period, they engaged afrelh 
in open war. .. i. 

The fame Thucydides, an Athenian, hath alfo 
compiled an account of thefe latter tranfadions in a re- 
gular feries, according to the fummers and winters, 
down to that period of time when the Lacedaemonians 
and their allies put an end to the empire of Athens, and 
became mafters of the long-walls and the Piraeus. The 
whole continuance of the war to this period was twenty- 
feven years. And, if any man be inclined to think that 
this intervening accommodation fliould not be reckoned 
as war, he will find no arguments to fupport his opini- 
on : P or, let him only lurvey thetranfadions as they are 
diflindly related, and he will find it •’.n abfurdity to pro- 
nounce that an interval of peace, in which -neither all, 
the refiitutions were made, nor the benefits obtained, 
which the mutual ftipulations required. And, fetting 
thele confidcrations afide, in the Mantincan and Epidaii- 
ric and other wars, tranfgreflions were committed on 
both fidcs. The oonfederates allb of Thrace continued 
dill to be as great enemies as ever. And the Bceotians 
never agreed to more than a bare cellaiion of arms, re- 
newable every tenth day. 

including, therefore, the firfi: war, which lafled ten 
years, and that lufpicious interval v/hich enfued, and 
ended at laft in a fecund open rupture, the whole conti- 
nuance, if computed by fummers and winters, will turn 
out, upon enquiry, to have been fo many years, and 
fome few additional days. And fuch as laid fVrefs up- 
on the predictions of oracles can afi'ent only to this com- 
putation as genuine. For my own part, I perfectly 
well remember that, not only at the commencemenr, 
but even during the whole courfe, of the war, many 
Inch predictions were given out, that it muft needs 
“ continue three times nine years.** 1 alfo lived through 
its w'hole extent, in the very flower of my underlland- 
ing and ftrength, and with a clofe application of my 

thoughts, 
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(houghts, to gain an exadl infight into all its occurren- 
ces. It was farther my lot to fufFcr a twenty years ex- 
ile from*<ny country, after my employment in the bu- 
finefsof Amphipolis, and to be prefent at the tranfac- 
tions of both parties, and not the leaft at thofe of the 
Feloponnefians, in confequence of my banilhment; by 
which means I had Icifure to gather more ample infor- 
mations about them. I (hall relate therefore the quar- 
rel and breach of the treaty, fubfequent to the firll ten 
years, and the incidents of the war which afterwards 
enfued.* 

UPON the conclufion of the treaty of peace for fif- 
ty years and the fubfequent alliance, the embaflles from 
the^fferent Fc 4 oponnerus, who had been fum- 

moned -rhitner to give their concurrence, withdrew 
from Lacedjemon. The reft of them indeed went di- 
ritftly hqtwe •, but the Corinthians, (topping in their re- 
turn at Argos, began fir(t, at a conference with fome of 
the maglftracy there, to infinuate, “ that, fince the 
“ Lacedaemonians, not in order tooferve but to inflave 
“ Peloponnclus, had entered into a treaty and an alli- 
“ ance, often live and defenfive, with their once moll 
“ inveterate foes, the Athenians, it highly behoved the 
Argives now to watch over the prelervation of Pelo- 
“ ponnel’us, and to form a public relbluiion, — That 
any Grecian StatCy which is free and uncontrolled, 
“ which enjoyeth and lupporteth an equal (hare of 
“ rights and privileges, might enter into an alliance, of- 
fcniive and dettnlivc, with the Argives, for the guard 
“ of their mutual properties againft their common foes: 
“ — rhis to be communicated only to xhtfew who were 
abfolutc mafters of the decifions of each Siatdy and c- 
“ very where to (hun all conference with the bulk of 
“ ih^feopky left the feheme might be detetfted, in calc 
‘‘ the Ihould ref ul'e their concurrence.” d'hey 

alTurcd them, that the majority of the States wext fo ex- 
alpcra^ againft the Lacedsemonians, that they would 

. infallibly 
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infallibly come in. And, after foggefting fuch a courfe, 
ihc Corinthians alfo returned home. 

The pcrfons at Argos, who had liflened to thefe infi- 
nnations, reported the feheme, in the next place, to the 
whole magiltracy and people of Argos. The Argives 
refolved accordingly^ and eieded a committee of twelve, 
with whom fuch Grecians, ds defired it, might agree upon 
an alliance, the Athenians and Lacedsemonians excepted. 
Neither of thefe States were permitted to treat with the 
Argives, without the public confent of the whole peo^ 
pie. 

The Argives v'ere the more readily perfuaded to fuch 
a meafure, as they plainly faw a war was unavoidable 
between themfelves and the Lacedaemonians; for the 
truce between them was on th'*'point if ,*^l]ey 

were alfo animated by the hope of gaining,. iiiio their 
hands the fovereignty of Peloponnclus. For, at 
Ihis jundure of time, Lacedaemon Jay under tlie great- 
eft cliferedit, and was fallen into utter contempt upon ac- 
count of their late difalters; whereas the Argives were 
in the high vigour of their ftrength in all refpedts, as 
tiiey had never interfered in the Attic war; and, having 
oblerved an exaft neutrality with both, had been thri- 
ving in peace and plenty. The Argives, therefore, in 
this manner invited thole Grecians who were willing to 
enter into thtir alliance. 

The Mantineans and allies were the firft who, out of 
a dread of the Laecdsemonians, accepted the propofal. 
For rhefe Mantineans, in the heat of the war againft the 
Athenians, had feized and appropriated to themfelves 
a certain diftrid of Arcadia lubjcC^ to Lacedaemon, and 
now concluded that the Lacedaemonians would never 
leave them in the quiet pofielTion of it, when they were 
at liberty to act for its recovery. This readily induced 
them to have recourfe to the league of Argos, regarded 
by them as a powerful Statey which had ever been at va- 
riance with Laceda;mon, and, like their own, was de- 
niocracical. 

^ No 
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No fooner had the Mantineans revolted, than the rell 
of Peloponnefus began to mutter that “ they ought alfo 
“ to tak« the fame Hep,” imagining that revolt to have 
been founded upon fome ftronger reafons than yet ap- 
peared i exafperated alfo againll the Lacedaemonians for 
fundry reafons, and, above all, for this article in the 
peace with Athens, —that, “ in cafe the two Slates of 
“ Lacedaemon and Athens think proper to make any 
“ additions or alterations, the fame to be lawful.” For 
this was the claufe which gave the greateft alarm to Pe- 
Joponneius, and inlpired a jealoufy that the Lacedaemo- 
nians might llrike up a bargain with the Athenians to 
inflave the other fince, in juftice, no alteration 

ought to be piade without the concurrence of the whole 
conf.deracy.^-4 Vvn^ed, 't>herefore, at thefe proceedings, 
(.jnany oPtlipm made inltant application to the Argives, 
exerting their feveral endeavours to obtain their alliance. 

"But ll^ Lacedasmonians, perceiving what a com- 
buftion was arifen in Peloponnelus, principally ow- 
ing to the infinuationsof the Corinthians, who were al- 
fo going to enter into this league wkh Argos, they dif- 
patch embalfadors to Corinth from a deiire to prevent 
. what might enfue. Here riv-y reprelented to them, 

“ how criminal their conducl had been, in having thus 
“ originally fomented the preknt tumult j and that, 
“ in cafe they abandoned the Laccdjemonians and went 
over to the Argive league,” they alTured them, that, 
by fuch a Hep, they muH break the moH lacred 
“ oaths; injullice they had already committed in refu- 
“ fing to accede to the Athenian t)eace, fnce, purlbant 
“ to old liipulations between them, zvhatdver a mo.- 
“ jority of the confederates refohed ivois to be binding 
“ on all., wilcjs Jomc god or hero injoiued a diffentd' But 
the Corinthians, in the prefence of all thofe of the con- 
federacy who had not accepted the peace, and whole at- 
tendance thejj^iad previoufly invited, replied to theLa- 
cedasmoniafts without entering into a j)articu]ar detail 
of the kffurics (hey liad done ihetn, in not covenanting 
/ * with 
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with the Athenians for the reftitution of Solium, or A- 
nactorium, or any other point in which they thought 
themlclves aggrieved ; but fpecioufly pretend’ng, that 
they could never abandon their allies in Thrace, 
“ whom by folemn oaths they were bound to fupport j 
oaths which they had feverally Iworn when they firft 
revolted in concert with the Potidaeans, and had on 
“ other occafions fince renewed arguing from hence, 
that “ they could not have violated the common oath 
“ of the confederates in refufing their acceflion to the 
“ Athenian peace, fince, as they had fworn upon the 
“ faith of the gods to the former, they could not be- 
tray them without the guilt of perjury. The ftipu- 
“ lation, indeed, ran thus : unlefs Jomegod or hero injoiti' 

“ ed a d![]hit : their prejL^:rj^‘ifv«A lereforey ap- 

** peared to them to be a divine injundioij.-”'''*oo lar 
they argued from their former oaths ; and, in regard 
to the ailtat’ce ofi'enfive and clcfenfivc with Aivos, — r;— 
“ thry would hold conibltations wi^h their friends, and 
“ take fuch fteps as were expedient and juft.’* And 
with this aniwer tliftLacedaemonian embaflkdors depart- 
ed home. An Argivc embafiy happened aifo at the 
lame lime to tie at Corinth, who prelied the Corinthians 
uj enter into the.r league without any farther hefitation. 
They delired them to attend, at the next public meeting 
they held, for a Anal aniwer. 

1 here arrived foon after an embafty from the Fdeans, 
who made, in the firft placQ, an alliance offenfive and 
defeniive with the Corinthians j and then, from Corinth 
repairing to Argos, became allies of the Argives, ac- 
cording to the Icheme pre-eftablilhed for this purpofe j 
for a miiunderilanding had arifen between them and the 
Lacectemonians about Lcpieiim. In a former war 
of the Lepreaiie againft a province of Arcadia, the Ele- 
ans had been prevailed upon tojoin the Lepreatm for a moi- 
ety ot the land that lliould be conquereck^ and, at the 
conclufion of the war, the Elcans left all the* land in the 
management o* die Leprcaiju, lubjedt to the an.'ual tri- 
bute 
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bute of a ^talent to Olympian Jove. This was regular- 
ly paid till the Athenian war ; but, that war being the n 
made a pi^tence of its difeontinuance, the Eleans would 
have exadled it by force. The others had rccourfc to 
the Lacedsemonians. The difpute was referred to the 
Lacedaemonian arbitration j but the Eleans, taking up 
a fufpicion that they Ihould not have juftice, would not 
abide the reference, but began to ravage the territory 
of the Lapreatas. The Lacedaemonians, notwithftand- 
ing this, proceeded to a fentence that “ theLeprea- 
“ tJE wefc mafters of their own condud, and that the 
“ Eleans were guilty of injuftice and, as the latter 
would not abide by their arbitration, they threw a gar- 
rifon of heanr* armed into Lepreum ; but the Eleans, 
thiJ'ft^Jj;'aS''tIi^1[ception of a city by the l.a- 
-^edtemOnl^^ which had revolted from them, and alled- 
ging the treaty in which it was ftipulated, — that, “ of 
“whatev^f places the parties were polleffed upon the 
“ commencement of the Attic war, the fame they 
fhould continue to hold at its expiration,” as if they 
had met with injuftice, they revolt the Argives ; and 
the Eleans entered into that league oftbnfive and defen- 
five as hath been already related. 

The Corinthians foon followed their example, and, 
with the Calcideans, alfo of Thrace, became the allies 
of Argos. But the Boeotians and Megareans, though 
they had threatened the lame thing, thought proper to 
drop it. They had been ill ufed by the Lacedtemo- 
nians, but judged however that the democracy of the 
Argives would be Jefs compatible with their interefts, 
whofe form of governmen# was oligarchical, tlian the 
polity of the Lacedaemonians, 

About the fame time of'this fummer, the Athenians, 
becoming mafters of the Scioneans after a long block- 
ade, put all who. were able to bear arms to the fword, 
and made thf.'f^wives and children flaves, and gave the 
land to l^^dilturcd by the Plataeans. 

* J93I, IJ 5 , ftcrling. 

They 
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They alfo again brought back the Delians to De]os» 
induced to it by the many defeats they had fuflfered in 
battle, and the exprefs oracle of the god at Delphi. 

I he Phocians alfo and Locrians began about this 
time to make war upon one another. 

And now the Corinthians and Argives, united in 
league, go together to Tegea, to perfuade its revolt 
from the Lacedaemonians. They law it was a large 
diftridf j and, in cafe they compalTed its accellion, they 
imagined the whole of Peloponnefus would be at their 
beck. But, when the Tegeatse declared, that “ they 
“ would in no lhape oppolc the Lacedasmonians,” the 
Corinthians, who till nov/ had adled with great alacrity, 
flackened in their zeal for contention, and began to fear 
that no more of the States Th^" pro- 

ceeded, however, to the Boeotians, and fel'-ekc'd them 
“ to accede to the league between theinfelves and 
“ Argives, and to co-operate with them ft- the cem- 

mon welfare.” And, as there were truces for ten 

days between the Athenians and Boeotians, which were 
agreed upon foon» after the peace for fifty years was 
made, the Corinthians now prefled the Boeotians “ to 
“ accompany them to Athens, and folicic for truces 
“ of the fame nature for them ; but, in cafe the Athe- 
“ nians refufed to grant them, to renounce the fufpen- 
“ fion of arms, and for the future never to treat withr 
“ out their concurrence.” The Boeotians, thus folici- 
cited by the Corinthians, defired a longer time toconfi- 
der about their accellion to the Argive league. To A- 
thens, indeed, they bore them company, but could not 
obtain the ten-days truces ^ For the Athenians anfwcr- 
cd,— “ The Corinthians ?avca peace already, if they 
“ are confederates of the Lacedaemonians.^* And, up- 
on the whole, the 'Boeotians abfolutely refufed to re- 
nounce their own truces, though ti*e Corinthians infilled 
upon it, and urged, with fome warm '^-xpollulations, 
that it had been fo covenanted between'' them. So 
there was only a mere ceflation of arms betweef. theCo- 

ri/rhians. 
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rinthians and Athenians, without any folemn ratifi- 
cation. 

This feoie fummer, the Lacedaemonians took the 
field with their whole united force, under the command 
of Pleiftionax, the fon of Paiifanias, king of the Lace- 
daemonians, and marched to the Parrhafians of Arcadia. 
Tfiefe were fubjeft to the Mantineans, and, in confc- 
quencc of a fedition, had invited this expedition. But 
it was alfo defigned, if poflible, to dcmolifli the fortrefs 
ofCypfeJa, which the Mantineans had erefted; and, as 
it was fuuated in Parrhafia, towards the Skiriiis of La- 
conia, had placed a garrifon in it. The Lacedjenm- 
nians, therefore, ravaged the territory of the Parrhafi- 
ans. But the Mantineans, leaving their own city to the 
guar^ of the>f^rgWey,'' .r.«/ched themfeivcs to the lup- 
ypft of.ih*j^ dependents. But, finding it impolfible to 
prcferve thi fortrcfs of Cypfela and the cities of the Par- 
rhafians, J/^cy retired. The Lacedaemonians alfo, wlien 
they hadfet the Parrhafians at liberty, and demolillied 
the fortrefs, withdrew their forces. 

The fame fummer alfo, upon thefeturn from Thrace 
of thofe foldiers who had lerved under Brafidas, and 
who came home after the peace under the condufl of 
Clearidas, the Lacedtemonians decreed “ thole Helots, 
“ who had ferved under Brafidas, to be free, and to 

have permiflion to refule wherever they pleafed.’* 
And, no long time after, they placcil them, together 
with fuch pcrlbns as were newly enfranchiled, at Lepre- 
um: It is fituated between Laconia an J Elea; and they 
were now at variance with the Elcans. As for thofc 
Spartans who had been madc^prifoners in Sphaderia, and 
had delivered up their arms^ conceiving Tome fears about 
them, Icll, Ihould they 1;^ their late dilgrace too much 
to heart, as they were Tons of thegreatclt rank, they 
might introduce fomc innovations in the State, they de- 
clared them i^amoHS, even though fome of the number 
were,, at lj;ii5nme, pofiefled of polls in the government. 
But extended no farther than to dil'qualify 

them 
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them from offices, and from buying and felling. Yet* 
in a fhort time afterwards, they were again reltored to 
their full privileges. . 

The fame fummer alfo the Didlideans took ThyATus* 
a town feated upon the Athos, and confederate with 
the Athenians. 

Through the whole courfe of the fummer, the com- 
munication was open between the Peloponnefians and 
Athenians. Not but that the Athenians and Laceda:- 
monians began to be jealous of one another immediately 
after the peace, as the reciprocal reftitution of places was 
not pundlually performed. For, though it had fallen 
to the Lacedaemonians lot to begin thele reftitutions, yet 
they had not reftored Amphipolis and other cities. They 
had compelled neither their cp«^A-.-jj:es,jui^Thract^ nor 
the Boeotians, nor the Corinthians, to accepy^. "peace, j 
always pretending, thar, “ Ihould they reli^le it, they 
“ were ready to join with the Athenians in J:heir com* 
“ pulfionj’* nay, they limited to them a time, though 
not by a regular written notice, “ within which, luch as 
“ did not accede were declared enemies to both.” The 
Athenians, therefore, feeing none of thefe points were 
put in adlual execution, became jealous of the Lacedae- 
monians, as men whoadted infincerely in every itep; in- 
fomuch, that, when Pylus was re-demanded, they re* 
fufed its reftitiuion, and heartily repented that they had 
rclcafed the prifoners taken at Spliadleria. They alfo 
kept pofleflion of other places, and intended to do fo, 
till the other fide had performed their engagements. 
But the Lacedremonians aliedged “ they had done cve- 
“ ry thing in their j:ovvcrj|that, for inltance, they had 
“ releafed fuch Athenians were priioneis amongll 
“ them, had recalled their i^Idiers from Thrace, and, 
“ wherever they were mafttt^p of the execution, had 
“ performed it. As to AmphipiAl^^ they faid, “ they 
“ were not lb far mailers of it as to mai^^an actual fur- 
“ render. 'I'hey had omitted no endcavoufs to bring 
“ the Bceotians and Corinthians to a compliancy;, tore 
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cover the difpofal of Panadum, and to obtain the 
“ difniiffion of thofe Athenians who were priloners of 
war in iBceotia. Pylus however,” they in fitted, 
“ (hould be immediately rcftoredto them*, at lead that 
“ the Mcflfenians and Helots fhould be withdrawn, as 
“ their people had been from Thrace i and then the 
“ Athenians, if they plcafed, might continue to garri- 
“ fan that fortrcfs themfelves.” Many meetings were 
held, and much argumentation pafled between them 
thisfummeri and, atlatt, they prevailed upon the A- 
thenians to withdraw from Pylus the Mefienians and o- 
thers, as well Helots as all deferters whatever out of La- 
conia. Thefe they tranlplanted to Crania of Ccphalle- 
ne. This iummer, therefore, was a feafon of inadion, 
and the intcrcourfe open between them. 

winter, — for other Ephori were in of- 
fice, as the aiithority of thofe, under whom the peace 
was.made,^.>/as now expired, and fome who were averfe 
tothc peace had Iucceeded,~embaflies, attending from the 
whole confederacy, the Athenians, and Ba:otians, and 
Corinthians, alio being prelent, and, alter much reci- 
procal altercation, coming to no regular agreement, the 
reft of them ieparated to their own homes without cf- 
fcd. But Cleobulus and Xenares, thofe two of the 
Ephori who were molt inclined to diflulve the peace, de- 
tained the Boeotians and Corinthians for a private con- 
ference. In this they exhorted them “ to ad unani- 
“ moully in promotion of their fcheme *, in purluanreof 
“ which the Boeotians llaould firlt mak,e themfelves a 
“ party in the Argive league, and then employ their 
“ good offices to form an alliance between tlie Argives 
" and Lacedaemonians : Frjr, by thefe methods, the 
** Boeotians could leaft of| all be neceflitated to take 
“ part in the Attic pe^c j as the Lacedeemonians 
“ would prefer i^g^^cnewai of Iriendfiiip and alliance 
“ with the Argjives to the enmity of the Athenians and 
“ the diflbJiKion of the peace j lince, to their certain 
“ knowledge, the Lacedaemonians had ever been defi- 
VoL. II. D “ fous 
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“ rous to have the friendfliip of Argos, confiftently 
“ with their honour; knowing it would facilitate the 
“ fuccefs of their war without Peloponnefua.” — They 
alfo requefted the Boeotians “ to deliver up Panadum to 
“ the Lacedaemonians, that, exchanging it if poRible 
“ for Pylus, they might get clear of the main obRacle 
“ to a frclh rupture with the Athenians.” 

The Boeotians and Corinthians, inftrudicd by Xena- 
res and Cleobulus, and the party in their intereft at La- 
cedaemon, departed, bothy to report this feheme to their 
principals. But two perfons, of the greateft authority 
in the State of Argos, were attending upon the road 
for their return. They met, and conferred with them 
** about the means of gaining the concurrence of the 
“ Boeotians in this league, upoh^he fame footing with 
“ the Corinthians, and Eleans, and Maridmhtn^.* - E?* 
“ they were confident, were this point onre completed, 
“ they might cafily become the arbiters of w^r or peace, 
“ either in relation to the Lacedaemonians, (if they (b 
“ determined, and would a<5t together with firm una- 
“ niniity,) or td^any other whatever.” 

The Boeotian embafladors were highly delighted with 
this difeourfe. The folicitations of thefe Argives hap- 
pened to coincide with the inftruclions recommended to 
them by their friends at Lacedaemon. And the Argives, 
finding them fatisfied with their motion, alTured them 
they would fend embafiadors to the Boeotians, and fo 
they parted. 

But the Boeotians, at their return, reported to the 
Rulers of Boeotia the propofals from Lacedaemon, and 
thofe from the Argives i\pon the road. The Boeotian- 
rulcrs were delighted, anV grew now more zealous than 
ever; becaule, on both li^es, from their Lacedaemo- 
nian friends and alfo from t?.?' Argives, the folicitations 
were concurrenr. And, very ~^fter, the Argive 
embafladors arrived to forward the difpV^ of the trea- 
ty. The Boeotian-rulers, however, anprefent, gave 
only a vei bal approbation of the feheme, and then dif- 
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miffed them, promifing to fend an embaffy of their own 
to Argos, to perfect the alliance. 

But, Jo the mean time, it was judged to be previouf- 
ly expedient, that the Boeotian-rulers, and the Corin- 
thians, and the Megareans, and the embaffadors from 
the allies of Thrace, fhould mutually interchange their 
oaths, “ to aft in fupport of one another, if, upon any 
occafion, fuch fupport might be requifite, and toen- 
“ ter neither into war nor peace without joint-confenti” 
and then the Boeotians and Megareans (for thefe afted 
in union^ to form a league with the Argives. But, be* 
fore fuch exchange of oaths, the Boeotian-rulers com- 
municated the whole of the plan to the four Boeotian 
councils^ in whom the fovereignty is lodged *, rccom* 
mending it,^as worthy their confirmation, that** what- 
' SS.tft'Mr'Liqes were willing might mutually interchange 
“ fuch oatjjis for their reciprocal advantage.” Yet the 
Besotians who compofed the councils refufed a confir- 
mation ; apprehenfive it might tend to embroil them 
with the Lacedsemonians, fhould they pledge fuch an 
oath to the Corinthians, who were n'ow abandoning the 
Lacedasmonian intereft : For the rulers had not made 
them privy to the fcheme from Lacedsmon, how 
** Xenares and Cleobulus, of the college of Epbori^ 
“ and their friends, advife theyn, to enter firft into 
** league with the Argives ant^ Corinthians, and then 
** to extend it to the Lacedaem/inians.” They had pre- 
fumed that the fupreme coun'/l, though they fecreted 
thefe lights, would not refolve againft a plan which 
tbemfelves had pre-digefted ajod recommended to them. 
But now, as tins affair took^b wrong a turn, the Corin- 
thians and embaffadors from Thrace went home with- 
out effeft i and the Boet^an-rulers, who had all along 
intended, in cafe their JiSweme had paffed, toperfeft an 
alliance with th(vAe^es, made no farther report to the 
councils in rclpation to the Argives, fent no cmbafly to 
Argos in;&5nfequenccof their promife, but fuffered the 

D 2 whole 
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whole plan to fink away in carelefs and dilatory uncon- 
cern. 

In this fame winter, the Olynthians, after a fudden 
aflauir, took Mecybcrne, which was garrifoned by 
thenians. 

After the former proceedings,— -for conferences were 
ftill continued between the Athenians and Lacedasmo- 
nians about thofe places they held from one another, — 
the Lacedaemonians, conceiving fome hope that, if the 
Athenians could recover Panadlum from the Boeotians, 
they alfo might regain Pylus, addrclfcd themfclves in 
folemn embaffy to the Boeotians, and importuned them 
to deliver up Pana£tum and the Athenian prifoners, 
that they in return might get Pylus from them. But 
iheBceotianspcrfided in a refufal,unlcfs they would mgke 
a feparate alliance with them, as they had 
Athenians. Upon this the Lacedaemonians, though 
convinced that fuch a ftep would be injurticc' to the A- 
thenians, — fince it had been ftipulated that, “ without 
“ joint confent, they fliould neither make peace nor 

war,” — yet, befit on the recovery of Pana^um, that 
they might exchange it for Pylus, the party at the fame 
time amengftthem, who were meditating a frelh rupture, 
inclining to the Boeotian intereft, made the requifite alli- 
ance in the very clofc this winter on the approach of 
fpring. The conrequcl.ee was, that Panadlum was im- 
mediately levelled witto the ground ; and the eleventh 
year of the war was broujght to a concluQon. 

• 

Y E A XII. t 

EARLY in the fprinw of thatfummer which was 
BOW approaching, the ArgiAs, — when the cxptftcd 
embafly from Boeotia was wf arrived in purfuance 
of promife, when they found that P^MW^aum was demo- 
lifhed, and a feparate alliance ftrucku)[> between the 
BcEotians and Laccdjemonians, »— beganSo fear they 
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ibould be totally abandoned, and that their whole con* 
fcderacy would go over to the Lacedasmonians. They 
concluded lhar, through the prevalence of the Lacedse- 
monian arguments, the Boeotians had been perfuaded to 
level Panatftum and accede to the treaty made with A- 
thens, and that the Athenians were privy to all thefc 
fteps; and fo, of confequence, they themfelves were 
now utterly excluded from an alliance with the Athe- 
nians, and their former hopes entirely blafted, that, in 
cafe difputcs fhould arife, and their treaty with the La- 
cedaemonians not be renewed, they might, at worft, 
depend on gaining the Athenian alliance. The Ar- 
gives, therefore, amidft thefe perplexities, and the dread 
of being attacked at once by the Lacedaemonians and 
Tegeatae, by the Boeotians and Athenians, as they 
' iiatflrtJfriici'lv refufed an accommodation with the Lace- 
dsemoniansl and had grafped in thought at the fove- 
rejgnty of Peloponnefus ; — the Argives, I fay, had no 
longer one moment to lole, but dilpatched inftantly 
Eultrophus and JEfon, whom they judged to be per- 
fons molt agreeable there, in embaAy to Lacedaemon. 
They now judged it their intcreft to procure the belt 
peace which the prefent pofture of affairs would allow 
from the Laceda:monians, and then quietly to attend 
the event of things. ' In this vir w, the embaffadors on 
their arrival had a conference viith the Lacedaemonians 
about the terms of a peace i ar d at firft the Argives in- 
fiffed, that “ to fome State or private perfon fliould be 
“ referred, for equitable arbiyation, the controverfy be- 
“ tween them about the dift id of Cynuria j” concern- 
ing which, as it is frontier both, they are eternally at 
variance; in this diftrid Oand the cities of Thyrca and 
Anthena, and the pofle^n of it is in the hands of the 
I.accdjBmonians. at length, when the Lacedae- 

monians would nOffuffer any mention to be made of this, 
declaring ooly, that, “ were they willing to renew the 
“ former truce, they fhould find them complying,’* 
the Argivc embaffadors, however, prevailed upon the 
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Lacedaemonians to agree to thefe propofals ; that, “ for 
“ the prefent, a peace (hould be concluded for the term 
“ of fifty years ; provided, notwithftanding,* that liber- 
ty remain to either party to fend a challenge, when 
“ neither was embarraflTed by plague or war, and the 
** right of this diftrift be then decided by arms between 
“ Lacedsemon and Argos, as had formerly been done • 
when the vidory was equally claimed on both fidcs ; 
“ and that, in this cafe, it be not lawful to carry the 
“ purfuit beyond the boundaries of either Argos or La- 
ccdaemon.” Thefe propofals, it is true, appeared at 
firft to the Lacedtemonians to be foolifh j but, at 
length, as their neceflary intereft made them vaftly defi- 
rous of the Argive friendlhip, they complied with the 
demand, and the terms agteed on were digefted 4nto 
writing. But the Lacedaemonians, before they 
lad hand to the treaty, infilled on their previous return 
to Argos, and reporting it to the people ; and, in cafe 
the ratification was given, to repair again to Lacedae- 
mon, at the Hyacinihian feftival, and fwear obfer- 
vance, And upon*this they returned to Argos. 


* Herodotus relates this remarkable piece of hiftory in Clio* They had a con^ 
fcrcncc, (fays he,) and came to an agreement, that three hundred men on each 
fide /hould decide the po'»nt by •iombat, and the land conteflcd /hould remain the 
property of the vi£lorsj that biVh armies in the mean tfmc /hould retire within 
their refpeftive dominions, nor b^prefent at ? he combat, left, by being fpeflaton 
of it, either of thcnii lecing their f^untrymen d efeated, might run to their a/Tift- 
•• ance. When articles were fettle^both armies drew oFj thofe felt {ted on ^ach 
fide for the combat ftaid behind dnd c^'gaged. They fought it out with equal refo* 
lutionand fortune: Of fix hundred r.lcn only three were left alive ; two of them 
“ Argives, Alcinor and Chromiui j ai^ one Lacedaemonian, Othryades : Thefe 
were all the furvivors when night «mc on. The Argives, as victors, ran in 
** hifte to Argos j but Othryades, for the^Lacedaemonians, having ftripped the dead 
** bodies of the Argives^ and carried off th^L arms lo the place where his own fide 
** had encamped, continued upon the field owattlc. Next morning both parties 
** came to Icayn the event ; and then, truly^eKi^arty alfo claimed the viftory j 
one averring, that a majority furvived on their fide^^c other maintaining, that 
** even thofe had fled, whilft their own combatant bad kept his ground and fpoiled 
V the dead. In fhort, from wrangling they came again to blows and a general engage- 
** rnent; in which| after great (laughter on both fides, the Lacedaemonians obtained 
f* the viftory." 

Whilft 
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Whilft the Argives were employed in this negotia- 
tion, the Lacedasmonian embafladors, Andromenes, and 
PhsdimuS,* and Antimenidas, who were comnniflioned 
to receive Panaftum and the prifoners of war from the 
Boeotians, and deliver them over into the hands of the 
Athenians, found, upon their arrival, that Panaducn 
was already demolifhed by the Boeotians, upon pretext 
that, “ in former times, upon occafion offome difpute 
“ about it, an oath had been taken, by the Athenians 
and Boeotians, that neither (houid inhabit that place, 
excluding the other, but fliould jointly poirel's it 
but what Athenian prifoners of war were in the hands 
of the Boeotians were delivered up to Andromenes and 
his collcgues, who carried and releafed them to the A- 
theiiians. They alfo reported the demolition of Panac- 
<.•*'«,.c'^eclari<^ this to be equivalent to a reftitution, as 
no enemy^ to Athens could occupy ihatpoft for the fu- 
ture. 

Thefe words were no fooner heard than the Athe- 
nians conceived the deepeft refentments. They thought 
thcmfelves injured by the Laccdserr.onians, not only in 
the demolition of Panadlum, which ought to have been 
reltored (landing, bur alfo in the feparate alliance made 
lately with the Boeotianjj, of which they now had no- 
tice, in open contradidiion to pheir own declaration, 
” of joining them to compel by orce fuch as would not 
accede to the treaty.” Th(^.y refleiled alfo upon o- 
thcr points in which the engag ;ments of the treaty had 
been in no wife fulfilled, and^ concluded themltlvcs o- 
vcrrcachcd. For thefe reafci^is, they gave a rough an- 
fwer to the emba/Tadors, an^an inllant difmiffion. 

Upon fo much umbrage taken by the Athenians a- 
gainfi the Lacedaemonian^ fuch perlbns at Athens, as 
were willing to diflbl^^he peace, fet themlelvcs in- 
ftantly at work eo>et!bmpli(h their views. Others were 
labouring the fame point, but none more than Aicibia- 
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dcs, the Ibn of Clinias j* a pcrfon, in refpeft of age, c- 
ven then but a youth ; at leaft he would have gaffed for 
fuch in the other States^ though, for the digrtity of his 
birth, he was much honoured and careflcd. It fecmcd 
to him the moft expedient ftep to form a good under* 
Handing with the Argives. Not but that his oppoficiofl 
to other meafurcs was the refult of his ambition and a 
ftudy of contention, becaufe the Lacedemonians had 
employed their intereft in Nicias and Laches to perfect 
the treaty, flighting his afiiftance upon account of his 
youth, nor paying him the deference he expeilled from 
the ancient hofpitality between that State and the family 
from which he was defeended. This, indeed, his grand* 
father had renounced ; but he himfelf, in the view of re- 
newing it, had flicwn extraordinary civilities to th^ Spa'r^ 
tans who were made prifoners at Spha^l 
himfelf, therefore, in all refpedfs flighted, at this crifis 
he began openly to oppofe them : He affirmed, tfiat 
“ the Lacedasmonians were a people who could not be 
** trufted ; that they had trcachcroufly entered into the 

♦ Alcibiadcsis here beginning his political intrigues, to open the field for his own 
fociing and enterprifing geniu j to dilate itfclf more at large, Pericles was his near rc1a« 
tion and guardian j Socratfs was his frierd and guide fo long as virtue was his tarl^k 
Warmer pa/Tions foon gainc^ the afccn*^ant over him ; and he plunged into all the 
hufy feencs of life, with that int '^nfe application and flexible addrefs, to all perfong 
and all occafions, which furpr; led uic world j more changeable than a cameIion» 
(as Plutaich cxprclToch it,) fii.A that crcatuic cannot put on a fair or white ap- 
pearance His character is th\s drawn in miniature by the neat and maftcrly 
pen of Cornelius Ncpos : Nature 'vys he) feems to have cxer'ed her otmoft powiet 

** in Akibiadcs. It i.: agreed, by all\ritcrs wI|o have made him the luhjrft of ihcip 
pens, that a more extraordinary man\c\er lived, either for virtues or vices. Born 
in a moft noble republic, of a mofl horVuiable family, by far the handfornefl perfon 
f‘ of his age, fit for every thing, and VuJI of addrefs 5 he was a commander that 
made the greatefl figure both by land !Ld Tea j an orator whom none could fur^ 
pafi ; nay, his manner and matter, wh^L he i'poke, were ijuite irreflflible. Ex- 
** a£fly as occafiong recjuired, he was lab^'^s, perfevering, indefatigable, gene- 
** rous j fpicndid in all his outward appearance at his table j full of aftability, 
profufeof civility, and of the utmoft dfxterity in adStp^ing himfelf to the exigcncci 
** of time j and yet, in the fcafoni of relaxation, and when bufinefs no longer requi- 
red him to keep his faculties on thctlretch| be was luxurious, difiblute, lewd, and 
intemperate. The whole world was aflomfhed that fo vafl: an unlikencfs, and fo 
F* differenta natuic, ftould be united in the fame perfon,’" 
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peace in order to divert the Argivcs from their alU- 
ance, that again they might attack the Athenians 
“ when left alone.” Nay farther; upon the firft diffa- 
tisfadion between them, he fecretly difpatcheth his e- 
miflaries to Argos, exhorting them, “ at his invita- 
“ tion, to come to Athens, in company with the Man- 
** tineans and Eleans, and folicit an alliance, fince op- 
“ portunity favoured, and his whole interefl: Ihould be 
“ exerted in their fupport.” 

The Argives, having heard thefe fuggeftions, and 
being now convinced that the Boeotian feparate alliance 
had been made without the privity of the Athenians, 
who, on the contrary, were highly difcontenicd at the 
Lacedemonian proceedings, took no farther notice 
of ahjei^^embaffy at Lacedaemon, though fent exprefsly 
pj y ^an accommodation, but recalled all 
their attention fronrthcnce to the Athenians. They re- 
flefted, that Athens, a Slate which from long antiquity 
had been their friend, which was governed by a demo- 
eracy in the fame manner as their own, and which was 
poffcffed of a great power at fca, c6uld mofteffedually 
fupport them in cafe a war fliould break out againll 
them. In Ihort, they loft no time in difpatching their 
embaffadors to the Athenians .to propofe an alliance, 
who were accompanied by ciybaflics from the Eleans 
and Mantineans. / 

A Lacediemonian embafty /ifo arrived in great hafte, 
compoled of PhiiocharidaSjAnd Leon, and Endius, 
perfons who were judged r/oft acceptable at Athens. 
They were afraid left the iyhenians, in the hear of their 
refcntmenis, ftioukl clap pp an alliance with the Ar- 
givcs. They fent alfo b^them a demand of the refti- 
tution of Pylus in lieu^^f Panadum, and excufes for 
the feparate alliance jkey had made with the Boeotians, 
** which had been concluded without any defign of pre- 
J‘judicing the Athenians.’* Upon thefe points they 
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fpoke before the fenate,* notifying at the fame time that 
“ they were come with full power to put an end to all 
“ difputes i” by which they gave fome alarm to Alci- 
biadcs, left, Ihould they make the fame declaration be- 
fore the aflembly of the peofki it might have an influ- 


♦ The Laccdxmonian embafly have, on this cccafion^ their fiift audience from the 
Jenatu The bufinefs of this hiftory hath been hitherto tranfa£^ed in the ajjtmbly of 
the people: For, as the generals of the State were the chief minifters in time of war, 
and had a power of convening the people at their own diferetion, all points that re« 
quired a fpcedy determination were brought before the people in the fiift inftance ; 
and the influence of the fenate, which operated on ordinary occafions, ^as checked 
and fufpended in time of war, which Harts many extraordinary occafions, or left it in 
the will of the generals of the State to call and treat as extraordinary whatever they 
pleafed. By thefe means the people had ingrolTed the power, the balance which Solon 
defigncd always to preferve was in a great mcafureloll, and the tfrj/lsrrtfr/r a/ influence 
was quite fufpended* 

As, therefore, the popular aJftmblyh%^\U ifo/e at firfl fetting o»** S3!? ‘Tor m and 
conditution of the fenate now requires an explanation*— uu r^mc It confifled of 
five hundred perfons, and for that reafon is often Ailed the council of fve hundred^ 
and fometimesi by Thucycidcs, the council of the bean^ from the manner of their e-^ 
legion* Bvery year, on an appointed day, each tribe returned the names of their 
members who were qualified and flood candidates for this honour. The names were 
engraved on pieces of brafs, and cafl into a vefifelj the fame number of beans were 
cafl into another vcflTcl, fifty of which were white and the reft black* They then 
proceeded to draw oik a name and a bean, and the perfons to whom the white beans 
were drawn became the fenators of the year* Each fenator had a drachma, that is, 
feven pence three farthings, a day for his falary* 


In the next place, the namesof t'^^e tribes were thrown into a veflel, and into ano* 
ther nine black beans ^nd one whitt ^one j the tribe, to whofe name the white bean 
was drawn, took the firft courfe of p *fidency for a tenth part of the year, and the or- 
der of the fucceeding courfes was detc mined in the fame manner by the bean. How 
the fifty in courfe were again fubdivide ^ into feni, and from thefe tern a chairman cho* 
fen for a day, hath been already es*lained, in thencreenthe popular aflembly. 
Book I. "Tf 

fenate fat every day in the or JHate-houfe, where the prefidtnU had al- 

fo their diet* They were the grand coun^l of flatc, tpok into confideration all the 
afl'airsof the commonwealth, debated, and ILted by beans j and whatever determina- 
tions were thus made in the fenate were aftermrds carried down to the affmhly of the 
ptcplty to be ratified and paflbd into laws. Bj^'olon’s original conflitution, nothing 
was to be propofed to the people before it had b'R^^^canvaflfcd and approved in the fe- 
nate : But this feems to have been eluded by the geifcrals of the flatc, who had all 
the military bufinefs in their department, and a power to convene the people at their 
picafure, and Jay matters before them in the firft infl ance. To reftore the arffocrati^ 
ctf/ power, and reduce that of the people^ occafioned an ufurpation and fad conlufion in 
A than?, as will be Iccn in the eighth book of this hiftory. 
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cnce upon the multitude^ and an alliance with the Ar> 
gives might prove abortive. 

But Aiclbiades now contriveth to baffle them by art. 
He prevaileth upon the Lacedaemonians, by folemnly 
pledging his faith to them, that, “ in cafe they would 
“ difown, before ihtpeople^ the full powers with which 
“ they were invefted, he would engage for the reditu- 
tion of Pylus ; for he himfelf would then perfuade 
** the Athenians to it with as much zeal as he now dif- 
** fuaded, and would get all other points adjuded to 
their Vatisfadlion.** His view in acting thus was to 
detach them from Nicias, and to gain an opportunity 
of inveighing againd thena, in the aflembly of thcpw/»/e, 
as men who had nothing fincere in their intentions, and 
whftfi^^ofedions were didonant with themfelvcs ; and 
'fvr ^^'^rifence with the Argives, and Eleans, 
and Mantineans. And this artidee in the fequel took 
effcdl : For, when they were admitted to an audience 
before the and replied to the demand, when put, 

contrary to what they had faid in the ienatc, that 
“ they had no fuch powers,” the Athenians in an in- 
dant lod all patience. And now, Alcibiadcs roaring 
out aloud againd the Lacedaemonians with much more 
vehemence than he had ever don,t before, they lidened 
greedily to all he faid, and wer^ ready indantly to call 
in the Argives and their companions, and to make them 
confederates. But, the Ihockpf an earthquake being 
felt before any thing could bep-formally concluded, the 
alTepibly was adjourned. / 

At the next day*s ademby, Nicias, — • though the 
Lacedaemonians had been thus overreached, and he 
himfelf cn fared by their public acknowledgement that 
they had no full powers,* -fpoke, however, on the Lace- 
dsmonian fide, infiding “on the neceffity of maintain- 
** inga good correfpondcnce with them, and deferring 
“ all agreement with the Argives, till they could fend 
“ to the Lacedaemonians, and be didindtly informed 
.** of their final rclblutions.”—— Ir makeih, faid he, 

“ for 
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“ for your credit, but for their difgrace, that a war 
** fliould be averted: P’or, as your affairs arc in a hap- 
“ py pofture, it is above all things eligible for you to 
“ preierve your profperity unimpaired ; but they, in 
their prelent low fituation, fhould put all to hazard, 
in the hopes of redrefs.” He carried it, in fhort, 
that embaflfadors Ihould be difpatched, he himfelf to be 
one in the commiflion, “ earneftly to require of the 
“ Lacedaemonians, that, if their intentions were ho- 
“ neft, they fhould furrender Panadlum ftandmg, and 
“ Atnphipolis ; and fhould, farther, renounce the al- 
“ liance with the Bceotians, in cafe they ftill refufed to 
“ accede to the peace *, — this in purfuanceof the artl- 
“ cle, that Neither Jhottid make peace without joint con- 
Jent*' They ordered it to be added fartbiyijo that 
“ they themfclves, could they 

“ juftly, had concluded before this' an alliance with the 
Argives, as they were already attending and fbliciting 
luch a mcafure.** And, having fubjoined their inffruc- 
tions in relation to all other points in which they thought 
themfclves aggrieved, they fent away the embafladors 
in commiflion along with Nicias. Thele being arrived, 
and having reported their inftruftions, added, in con- 
clufion, that, “ iinlefs they would renounce their al- 
“ liance with the BoeoVians, if flill refufing their accef- 
“ fion to the peace, tht,y would admit the Argives and 
“ their aflbeiates into Lague,” The Lacedaemonians 
replied, They woukr^never renounce their alliance 
“ with the Boeotians PW the party of Xenarcs,- the 
Ephorus^ and all thofe vvho^adcd in the fame combina- 
tion, had flill the majority : However, at the requeft 
of Nicias, they renewed tho oaths. Nicias was afraid 
of being forced to depart without fettling any 
cne point of his commiflion, and of falling under pub- 
lic cenfure, (which really came to pafs,) as undoubted 
author ot the peace with the Lacedaemonians. And 
when, upon his return, the Athenians had heard tha: 
no one point was adjufted at Laccdaem*on, they imme 

diaie!} 



B.V. THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR. 45 
diacely conceived the warmefl: indignation : And, look- 
ing upon themfelves as highly abufed, Alcibiades in- 
troducing! the Argives and their afluciates, who were 
ftill at Athens, they entered into treaty and an alliance 
offenfive and defenfivc with them, as followeth : 


“ THE Athenians, and Argives, and Eleans, and 
Mantineans, for themfelves and their refpeftive de- 
pendents on all (Ides, have made a peace, to conti- 
nue for the term of a hundred years, without fraud 
and without violence, both at land and at fea. 

“ Be it unlawful to take up offenfive arms, ei- 

ther by the Argives, and Eleans, and Mantineans, 
or their dependents, againll the Athenians and 

dependents of the Athenians, or by 

n| ,,»and their dependents, againll tlie 
“ Argives, and Elo.ns, and Mantineans, and their de- 
•pendents, without any artifice or evafion whatfoever. 
On thefe conditions the Athenians, and Argives, 
and Elt^ns, and Mantineans, to be confederates for 
one hundred years. r 

“ Provided that, in cafe an enemy invade the terri- 
tory of the Athenians, the Argives, and Eleans, and 
Mantineans, march to the fuccour of the Athenians, 
in ftrict conformity to a fumn>ons received from A- 
thefls, in the moft^ vigorous r^ianner they may be a- 
ble, to the fulnefs of their abilities. 

But if the enemy, after r-ivaging, be again with- 
drawn, the State under whi.jh they aded to be decla- 
red an enemy to the Arg’yes, and Mantineans, and 
Eleans, and Athenians ; And to be purlued with the 
offenfive arms of all thofe confederate States, 

“ And farther, that it be not lawful for any of the 
contrafting States to lay down their arms againft that 
Statiy which hath I'o offended, without the confen: 
of all the reff. 

“ The Athenians alfo to march to the fuccour of Ar- 
gos, and Mantinea, and Elis, in cafe an enemy in- 

“ vadc 
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“ vade the territory of the Eleans, or that of the Man- 
“ tineans, or that of the Argivcs, in drift conformity to 
“ a fummons received from any of thofe Siaies^ in the 
“ mod vigorous manner they may be able, to the ful- 
** nels of their abilities. 

“ But if the enemy, after ravaging, be again with- 
“ drawn, the State under which they afted to be decla- 
red an enemy to the Athenians, and Argives, and 
** Mantineans, and Eleans, and to bepurfued with the 
“ odenfive arms of all thefe confederate States* 

“ And farther, that it be not lawful to lay down 
“ their arms againd the State which hath fo ofFendedi 
“ without the joint confent of all thefe conirafting 
“ States, 

“ That no armed force be admitted to pafs in jorder 
“ for war through any of their refpe^’^^ p^^ 

“ thole of their refpeftive dependents, nor along their 
“ fea, unlefs fuch a paflage be granted unanimoufly by 
all the contrafting parties, by the Athenians, and Ar- 
** gives, and Mantineans, and Eleans. 

“ Agreed farther, that, when the auxiliaries attend, 
“ the State which fummoned them fupply them with 
“ thirty days provifion fo foon as they lhall have enter- 
“ ed the territory of the State which fummoned their 
** attendance, and th^fameat their departure. 

“ And, if there be dccafion for the attendance of fuch 
“ an auxiliary force fvr a larger fpace, that the State 
“ which fent for it maiffjtain that force, by paying to c- 
“ very foldier, heavy-a'Uned and light-armed, and c- 
very archer, three ohtf''* of Aigina f a day, and a 
drachma of AEgina to every horleman. 

“ But the State which fent for auxiliaries to have the 
“ fupreme command, lo long as the war continueth 
within its diftrift. 


The value of three oboli is about fix-pence, and the drachma of 

gina nearly one ihilling, Englifi: For, according to Dr. Arbuthnot, the talent 
of JEgina coofifted of a hundred Attic wi«.e, and therefore was larger than the Attic 
talent in the proportion of one hundred to fixty. 

“ If, 
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“ If, farther, it be agreed by the contradking States 
** to aft ofFenfively with their united forces, the com- 
** inand«then to be equally divided among all the 
“ States. 

“ That the Athenians fwear to obferve thefe arti- 

cles in their own names and thofe of their depend- 
“ ents i but the Argives, and Mantineans, and Eleans, 
“ and the dependents of thefe, are to fwear feparately, 
“ each State for icfelf. 

“ Each party to take the oath in the moft folcmn fa- 
“ fhion’of their own country, in the moft facred man- 
“ ncr, with the choiceft viftims. I'he terms of the 

“ oath to be thus conceived ; Iwill (land by the alii- 

“ ance^ according to covenant^ jttiUyt honcftly, and fin- 
“ cmly ; and I will not trangrefs its obligation by any 
whatfoever. 

“ To be Iworn^ — 

* “ At Athens, by thefenatcand thecity-magiftrates: 

The Prefidcnts in courfe toadminifter the oath. 

“ At Argos, by the fenate, and the eighty, and the 
“ Artynae: The eighty to adminilkr the oath. 

“ Ac Mantinea, by the Demiurgi, and the fenate, 
“ and the other niagiftrates : The Theori and Pole- 
“ marchs to adminifter the oath. 

“ Ac Elis, by the Demiurgi,iand the officers of ftate, 
“ and the fix hundred : The J^emiurgi and the keepers 
“ ot the facred records to adni.nifter the oarh. 

“ Thefe oaths to be renewed. — For which purpofe, 
“ the Athenians to repair to^iis, and to Mantinea, and 
“ to Argos, thirty days bjffore the Olympic games. 
“ But the Argives, and E'leans, and Mantineans, are 
“ to repair to Athens, ten days before the great Pana- 
“ thena:a. 

“ The articles relating to this peace, and thefe oaths, 
“ and this alliance, to be inferibed on a column of 
“ ftone, 

“ By the Athenians, in the citadel : 

« By 
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“ By the Argives, in the forum, in the temple of 
“ Apollo: 

“ By the Mantineans, in the temple of Jnpiter, in 
“ the forum : And 

All jointly to creft, by way of memorial, a bra- 
“ fen pillar at Olympia, at the Olympics now ap- 
“ preaching. 

“ If it be judged expedient, by any of the contract- 
“ ing States^ to make any additions to thefe articles al- 
“ ready agreed, whatever, in purfuance of this, be 

deemed proper, by the joint determination of all 
“ parties, the fame to be valid.” 

A peace and alliance, ofienfive and defenfive, was 
in this manner concluded: And thofefubfift'ng between 
the Lacedasmonians and Athenians were n^jj^t'^i^this 
account, renounced by either fide. 

The Corinthians, however, who were confederates of 
the Argives, refufed to accede j but, what is more, 
they had never fworn to the alliance, made previous to 
this, between the gleans, and Argives, and Mantine- 
ans, — “ to have the fame foes and the fame friends.” 
They pretended that the defenfive league, already made, 
was quite fufficient, — “ to fuccour one another, but 
“ not to concur in ar^ofienlive war.” In this manner 
the Corinthians weredi'awing olffrom the league, and 
again warped in their irl^dinations towards the Lacedae- 
monians. ' 

The Olympics were -folemnizcd this fummer, in 
which Androhhenes, die TArcadian, was for the firft 
time vidor in the pancr^, and the Lacedasnionians 
were excluded the temple by the Elcans, fo that they 
could neither facrifice nor enter the lifts. They had 
not difeharged the fine fee upon them by the Eleans, by 
virtue of the Olympic laws, who had charged them with 
a conveyance of arms into the fort of Fhyreon, and 
with throwing feme of their heavy-armed into Lepreum, 
during the Olympic ceffation. The fine impofed was 

two 
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two thoufand *mina^ at the rate of two mina for every 
heavy-arttied foldier, agreeably to the letter of the law. 

The Lacedaemonians, upon this, difpatched an cm- 
bafTy, to remonftrate againft the injuftice of the fen- 
tcnce; that theceflation had not been notified at La- 


“ ccdaemon when they threw in their heavy-armed.” 

The Eleans replied, that “ the ceflation was already 
“ in force : For they proclaim it firtl amongfl: them- 
“ felves i and fo, whilft they were quiet, and expefted 
** no fuch ufage, they had been wronged by a furprife.” 
The Lacedaemonians retorted, that, “ if fo, it was 
necdJefs for them to proceed to a publication of it in 
“ Lacedaemon, if the HMans had already judged thcm- 
" felves wronged. But the fait was far different in the 
li ght t hey faw it, and trefpals had not been commit- 
:5^hate ver.” 

But the Eleans ^hered to their firit charge, that 
they could not be perluaded the Lacedremonans had 


“ not wronged them; yef, in cafe they were willing to 
lurrender Lepreum to them, they are ready to lemit 
“ their (hare of the fine, and to pay for them that part 
“ of it which was due to the god.” 

But, when this would not content, it was urged agam 
by the Eleans, that, “ if they tj,ere unwilling to pare 
with it, they fhould by no nWans furrender Lepre- 
“ um ; but then, as they were d;.*firous to have the ule 
“ of the temple, they muft go up to the altar of Olym- 
“ plan Jupiter, and fwear, in the prefcnce of the Gre- 
“ cians, that they would hcremer pay the fine.” — Bur, 
as they alio refilled to comp]^ with this, the Lacedae- 
monians were excluded the temple, the facrifice, and the 
games, and performed their own facrifices at home. 
Yet the reft of the Grecians, except the Lepreatic, were 
admitted to afiift at the folemnity. 

1 he Eleans however, apprehenfive they would facri- 
fice by force, fee a guard of their armed youths around 
the temple. Theic were reinforced by the Argivts and 
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Mantineans, a thoufand of each, and a parly of Athe- 
nian horfe who were at Argos in readinels to attend the 
feftival. But a great confternation had feizadothe whole 
alTcmbly of united Greece, left the Lacedemonians 
fhould return With an armed force ; more efpecialiy, 
when Lichas, the fon of Archefilaus, a Lacedtemonian, 
was fcourged in the courle by the under-officers, be- 
caule, when his chariot had gained the prize, and the 
chaiiot of the Boeotian State was proclaimed victor, 
puriuant to the exclulion of the Lacedaemonians from 
the race, he depped into the midfl; of the aflerftbly, and 
crov/ned the chaiioteer, defirous to make it known 
tliat the chariot belonged to him. Upon this, the 
whole alfcmbly was more chan ever alarmed, and it was 
fully expefted that feme (Irange event would follow: 
The Lacedaemonians however, jand 

the fellival palled regularly throu^its train, 

A.fter the Olympics, the Argives and their confede- 
rates repaired to Corinth, in order to folicit the concur- 
rence of that Stat<. A I.-aced$monian embafly hap- 
pened alfo to be rfiere. Many conferences were held, 
and nothing finally determined; but, upon feeling the 
Ihock of an earthquake, they parted each to their re- 
ipcClivc cities. Anc- here the fummer ended. 

In the enfuing wirlter, a battle was fought, by thw 
Haraclcots of Trachis^ againll the Ainianians, and Do- 
lopians, and Mclienfians, and fome of the ThclTalians. 
For the bordering nations were enemies to the city 
of Heraclca, as this lattV place had been fortified for 
their more efpccial annt^ance. From its foundation 
they had ever oppofed it, preventing its growth to the 
utmofl of their power ; and at this time they defeated the 
Heracleots in a battle, in which Xenares, the f'n of Cni 
dis, the Lacedmmonian commandant, was (lain ; t 
number alio or the Heracleots periffied. And thus the 
winter ended : and the twelfth year of the war came al- 
fu to an end. 


YEAF 
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YEAR XIII. $ 

THE fuccceding fummer was no fonner begun, than 
the Boeotians, viewing the low eftate to which it had 
been reduced by the late battle, took into their own 
hands the city of Heraclea, and dilcharged Ilegefippi- 
das, the Lacedaemonian commandant, as guilty of mal- 
aclminidr^tion. They took this city into their own 
hands, from the apprehenfion tliat, during the em- 
broilments of the Lacedaemonians in PcloponiK-rus, the 
Athenians mi.y:ht feize it. The Lacedremonians, howe- 
Ver, were chagrined at this flep of the Boeot:ans. 

Tl.'?.^mc fummer alfo, Aicibiades, the Ion of Cli- 
nias, rt'A^f the Adhenians, with the concur- 

rence of the Argives and their allies, entered Pelopon- 
nePus with a fmall party of heavy-armed Athenians and 
archers, and enlarged his forces upon his route by the 
aids of tlic confederates in thofe quarters j where he not 
only made fuch a difpofition of affairs as might bell an- 
fwer the views of the alliance, but aifo, traverfing Pe- 
loponnefus with his force, he both perfuailed the Pa- 
treans to continue their works c^bite down to the Tea 
and intended alfo to execute a plan of his own for erec- 
ting a fort upon the Rhium of Achaia. f But the Co- 
rinthians, and Sicyonians, and all fuch as were alarnicd 
at the annoyance this fort migJit give them, ruflied out 
to prevent him, and obliged him to dcfifh 

The fame fummer a war broke out between the Epi- 
daurians and the Argives. The pretext was grounded 
on a vi(5tim due from the Epidaurians to the Pythian 
Apollo, as an acknowledgement for their pallures *, for 

X before Chrift 41 g, 

Thi? was a grand proje^ indeed ! It aime^ at no leA '■h.»n the total ruin ot Co* 
and putting an end to all the navigation of* tint rr.b ing and opulent city 
through the bay of CrifTai The Athenians were alrca fy jat*rc iria/icxs of the /ca on 
the other fioe of the Iflhmus, 

E 2 'be 
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the Argives were now the chief managers of the tem- 
ple. But, this pretended grievance fet apart, it had 
been judged expedient, by Alcibiades and the^ Argives, 
to get pofleflion, if poffible, of Epidaurus, in order to 
prevent moleftation on the fide of Corinth, and to ren- 
der the paffage of Athenian fuccours more expeditious 
from iEgina than by fetching a compafs about Scyllas- 
um. The Argives, therefore, were intent on their pre- 
parations, as refolved to take the field and adb againlt 
Epidaurus, in order to cxa<^ the viflim by force 
of arms. 

Bur, about the fame time, the Lacedtemonians alfo 
marched out, with their whole force, as iar as to Leuc- 
tra, upon their own frontier, towards Lyceum, under 
the command of Agis, the Ion of Archidanius, their 
king. Not a man was pri^y to the thus 

taking the field, not even the Spates from which the 
quotas were furnilhed out. Bur, when the viftims 
they facrificed for a iuccefstul campaign proved inaufpi- 
cious, they again marched home, and circulated frcfli 
orders to their confederates to be ready to take the field 
again after the next month, which was the month Car- 
mius,t the grand fcllival of the Dorians. But, when 
they were thus will drawn, the Argives, taking the 
field on tite twenty-feventh day of the month preceding * 
C'arnei'us, and diough celebrating their own feftival that 
very day, continued all this intermediate time to make 
incurfions and ravages uuon Epidauria. The Epidau- 
rians fent about to folicit the fuccours of their allies j 
fome of whom excufed themfelves as bound to oblcrvc 
the approaching fcftivals though others advanced as 

t This fedivri was obfmed hy moft cities m Greece} but with the grcatell 
pomp and folemn.ty at Sparta, where it began the thirteenth of the month Caxncioj 
according to the Lacedamon.an ft.Ie, and Ufted nine days. A camp was formed for' 

Its celebration, in which they continued during the whole folemnity, md obferved 
Una military difcipline. By thefe means, as we find a little lower, the Argives, 
an this ir.llance no Haves to fuperftition, attended to the feftival and warfare at the fame 
time, andanroyed the Epidaurians, w hil ft religious awe reftrained the friends of the 
latter from afling in their defence. See PitUr, j1r(b<telog,a, vol. i. p. scS, 


far 
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far as the frontiers of Epidauria, and then refufcd to 
aft. And, during the fpace of time that the Argives 
were in ^^idauria, embalTies from the feveral States 
held a congrefs at Mantinea, at the requeft of the A- 
thenians ; and, proceeding to a conference, Ephami- 
das, the Corinthian, remonftrated, that “ their words 
“ were by no means confident with their aftions •, for, 
“ whilft they were here fitting together upon the terms 
“ of peace, the Epidaurians and allies and the Argives 
“ were oppofing one another in arms : That, confe- 
quentry,’the firft thing to be done was to fend depu- 
“ rations .on both fidcs to difband thofc armies, and 
then orderly to proceed to treat of peace.” Yield- 
ing, therefore, to the juftice of fuch a remonftance, 
they fetched the Argives out of Epidauria •, and, retur- 
ning to»*rfrj congreft^ they were not able even then to 
agree together : Upon which the Argives once more en- 
tered Epidauria, and refumed the ravage. 

The Lacedaemonians now had taken the field, and 
were advanced to Caryasj but, as now again the vic- 
tims facrificed portended nofuccefs to a campaign, they 
once more withdrew. 

The Argives alfo, after ruining about a third of the 
territory of Epidauria, were retiA'ned home. In this 
Tncurfion they were afiifted by one thoufand heavy-armed 
Athenians, with Alcibiades at their head*, who, having 
heard that the Lacedtemonians had now left the field, 
as their fervicc was now no longer needful, marched a- 
way. And in tliis manner the fummer pafled. 

_ In the beginning of the next winter, the J^aced^mo- 
nians, unknown to the Athenians, threw a body of men 
to the number of three hundred, with Agefippidas as 
commandant, into Epidaurus by lea. Upon this, the 
Argives repaired inftantly to Athens, with re.monftran- 
ces, that, “ though it was explicitly mentioned in the 
treaty that no enemy Ihould be fuffered to pals 
“ through their refpeftive dominions, yet they had 
“ permitted the Lacedaemonians to make this paflage 

E 3 “by 
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“ by fca without moleftation. *|* Unlefs, therefore, 
“ they would replace the Mellenians and Helots in Py- 
“ lus, to annoy the Lacedaemonians, they fhould deem 
“ themfelves aggrieved.” Upon this, the Athenians, 
at the inftigation of Alcibiades, underwrote this charge 
upon the l.aconic column, that “ the Lacedemonians 
“ w'erc guilty of perjury and removed the Helots 
from Crania into Pylus, to refumc their depredations, 
but refrained from any other aft of hoftility. 

In the coin le of this winter, though the Argives and 
Epidaurians wtre at war, yet no regul at' battle was 
fought between them, I'he hoflilities confided of am- 
bufeades and fkirmiflies, in which, according to the 
chance of aftion, iome perfbns perifhed on both fides. 

But in the clofe of winter, when the fpring was now 
approaihing, the Argives, provic|pd with tedders for 
icale, came under Epkiaurus, hoping to take it by fur- 
prile, as inrulilcicntly mannetl by rcafon of the war ; 
but, failing of iuccels, they loon withdrew. And then 
the winter ended, and with it ended alio the thirteenth 
year of the war. 


Y II A a XIV.J 

ABOUT the middle of the enfuing fummer, when 
their confederates, the Lpidautians were ladly diltref- 
feti, wlicn lonie of ihef^Pdoponnelians had already re- 
volted, and Olliers Ihcvvcd plainly a Ipirit of difeontent, 
the J ,actd n ) t j I j 1 < tr.s were dearly convinced ihar, unlds 
expeuiiiCL.lly prevented, the mifehid would i'prcad a- 
bre ad. Upon tiiis they took the field againlt Argos 
with ihcir wJiole force, fioth thenildves and their Hc- 
luLs ; and Agis, the fun of Archidamas, king of the La- 
cci'amioiiiaiis, commanded in diicf. 'I hey were atten- 

■] 1 Ilf ArgIvT‘, ia this remembrance, ac’inoulrdgc the dominionof the fca, even 
on il)': c'jjft at PvL pv ni clus, to btlonjj to Athens* 

L.ictc C^LriA .iioi 

’ ded 
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ded in the field by the Tegeatse, and all the other Ar- 
cadians whatever confederated with the Lacedaemonians. 
But the alftes of the other parts of Peloponnelus, and 
thofe withoutthe ifthmus, were aflembled at Phlius * 
the Boeotians, confifting of five thoufand heavy-armed, 
and the fame number of light-armed j five hundred 
horfemen, each attended by a foldier on foot ; — the Co- 
rinthians of two thoufand heavy-armed ; — the other con- 
federates with their feveral quotas ; — but the Phliafians 
with the whole of their force, becaufe the army was'af- 
fembltdm their diftricl. 

The Argives, who had fume time before intelligence 
of the Lacedaemonian preparations, and that fincc they 
were filing towards Phlius in order to join the forces al- 
fembled there, now took the field themllivcs. They 
were joined by a fuccour of the Mantineans, ftrength- 
ened by the addition of their dependents, and three 
thbufand heavy. armed Eleans. Upon their march, they 
fell in with the Lacedaemonians a: Meihydrium of Ar- 
cadia. Each party polls itfelf upon a rifing ground. 
The Argives got every thing in rea’dinefs to attack the 
Lacedaemonians whilft yet they were alone ; but Agis, 
diflodging by night and ftealing a march, completed 
his junfiion with the body of ebnfederates at Phlius. 
When this was perceived by the Argives, they drew 
off early the next dawn, firft of all to Argos, and then 
to the pafs on the route of Nemea, by which they ex- 
pedled the Lacedtemonians, ^with their confederates, 
would fall into their country. Yet Agis took not that 
route which they expedtrd *, but, having communicated 
his defign to the Lacedsmonians, and Arcadians, and 
Epidaurians, he took a different route, though much 
leis prafticable, and defeended into the pi lins ot Argos. 
The Corinthians, and Ptllenian's, and Phiiaiiaas, fol- 
lowed by another more diredt route ; and orders had 
been given to the Boeotians, and Megarcans, and Sicyo- 
nians, to take the route which leadeth to Nemea, on 
which the Argives were polled, that, in cale the Ar- 

K 4 
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gives fliould march info the plain to make head againft 
the Lacedasmonians, the laft with their cavalry might 
prels upon their rear, • * 

After thefe dilpofitions, and fuch a defcent into the 
plain, Agis ravaged Saminthus and other places; upon 
intelligence of which, the Argives, fo foon as it was 
day, diflodged from Nemea to ftop the depredations, 
and on their march met with the body of Phliafians and 
Corinthians ; and, encountering, flew fome tew of the 
Phliafians, whilrt not a much greater number of their 
own men were deftroyed by the Corinthians. The Boe- 
otians allb, and Megarcans, and Sicyonians, took the 
route of Nemea conformably to orders, and found the 
Argives already diflodged ; but the latter, upon enter- 
ing the plain, and a view of the ravage made upon 
their lands, drew up in order of battle. The Lacedte- 
monians flood regularly drawn up on the other fide. 
And now the Argives were (hut up in the middle of thvrir 
enemies : For, on the fide of the plain, the Lacedae- 
monians, and ihofe in their body, intercepted their re- 
turn to the city ; on the high ground above them were 
the Corinthians, and Phliafians, and Pellenians; on the 
other part, towards Nemea, were the BcEOtians, and 
Sicyonians, and Mcg^rc^ans. Cavalry they had none : 
For the Athenians were the only part of their confede- 
racy who were not yet come up. 

1 he bulk, indeed, of the Argives and confederates 
apprehended not the dan^ger, which at prefent environ- 
ed tfiem, to be fo great; but rather concluded they 
might engage with atl vantage, and that they had caught 
the Lacedaemonians fait within their territory, and near 

to Argos itlelf. Fwo Argives, however, Thraly’- 

lus, one of the five in command, and Alciphron, the 

public hoft of the Lacedxmonians, the vciy inllant 

the armies were moving to the charge, had addrclfed 
themftlves to Agis, and propofed expedients to pre- 
vent a battle ; giving their word, that “ the Argives 
• ‘ were ready to do and to liibuiit to juflice, upon a 

“ fair 
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fair and equitable arbitration, in cafe the Lacedaemo- 
“ nians had any charge againft them j and for the fu- 
** ture ivould live at peace, if a prcfent accommoda- 
tion could be cfFefted.” 

In this manner thefe Argives prefumed to talk, mere- 
)y of themlelves, and without the public authority. A- 
gis alfo, by his own private determination, accepted 
the propofalsi and, without reporting them to the 
council of war, without canvafling things maturely him- 
felf, or at leaft communicating only with one perfon of 
the nurrfber which had authority in the army, grants 
them a four months truce, “ in which fpace they were 
“ to make good what engagements they had now madci** 
and then inftantly drew on the army, without impart- 
ing the reafons of his conduft to the other confederates. 
The Lacedaemonians, indeed, and confederates, follow- 
ed when he led them off, becaufe their laws exadled 
foch obedience; yet, amongft themfelves, were lavilh 
of their cenfure againft Agis, that, when fo fine an op- 
portunity of engaging was in their power, when their 
enemies were hemmed in on all ^des, both by their 
horfe and their foot, they were drawn off, without per- 
forming any thing worthy of fuch mighty jlreparations; 
for, to this very day, a finer arm/ of Grecians had never 
appeared in the* field. A moft gallant figure in truth it 
made, whilft they were all together at Nemea. The 
Lacedtemonians were there to be feen with the whole 
collefted force of their $tate^ accompanied by the Arca- 
dians, and Boeotians, and Corinthians, and Sicyonians, 
and Pcilenians, and Phliafians, and Megareans. The 
troops which conipofed their feveral quotas were all pick- 
ed men, and were judged. a match in the field of battle, 
not only for the whole Argive alliance, but the addi- 
tion of double ftrength. I'his great army, however, 
laying all the time moft heavy imputations on the con- 
dud of Agis, drew off, and were dilbanded to their fe- 
yeral habitations. 


On 
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On the other part alfo, the Argives were ftill much 
more exafperated againft thofe, who had m.ide this I'uf- 
penfion without public authority. They ima£>(i<ed ihe 
Lacedasmonians had efcaped them, when they had the 
Bncft opportunity of ilriking a blow, inafmuch as the 
conteil muft have been decided under the very walls of 
Argos, and in company with a numerous and gallant 
alliance. And hence, upon their return, at the Chara- 
drum, the place where the crimes committed in an ex- 
pedition are adjudged, before thi-y enter the city, they 
were beginning to flone I hrafyllus, who, flying to an 
altar, cfcapeth with life : His cfl'c<5ls, however, they 
confifeated to public ufe. 

But, after this, came up the Athenian fuccour, con- 
fiding of a thoufand heavy-armed and three hundred 
horfemen, commanded by Laches and Nicoftratus. 
The Argives, who, after all, were afraid to break the 
agreement with the Lacedaemonians, ordered them “ lo 
“ be gone forthwith and, though they requeued a 
conference, refufed to introduce them into the affembly 
of the people, till tlffc Mantineans and Eleans, who were 
not yet departed, by great importunity obtained a com- 
pliance. Heie the *Athenians, in the prefence of Al- 
cibiades their embalTador, aflembled with the Argives 
and their allies, averred, that “ the fulpenfion was not 
“ valid, fince agreed to without the confent of the bo- 
“ dy of the confederates-, now, therefore, as themlelves 
“ were come up opportunely to their afTillance, they 
“ were obliged in honour to profccute the war.” The 
confederates allowed the force of this argument -, and 
the whole alliance, except the Argives, marched inftant- 
ly away againft Orchomenus, of Arcadia. But even 
the Argives, though they ftayed behind at firft, were 
perfuaded by fuch reafoning, and foon after went alfo 
to take part in the expedition. Thus united, they fat 
down before and befieged Orchomenus. I'hey made 
fcveral aflaults upon it, defirous for other reafons to get 

* Laches ajid Nicuilratus. 


it 
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it into their hands, but more particularly becaufe the 
hollages from Arcadia were lodged in that city by the 
J^acedaelhonians. 

The Orchomenians, terrified at the weakncfs of their 
walls and the multitude of their befiegers, and led, as 
no relief appeared, they (hould foon be exhaufted, 
thought proper to capitulate on thefe conditions; — “ to 
be received into the confederacy, — to give hoftages of 
their own body, — and to deliver up to the Mantine- 
ans thofe whom the Lacedaemonians had lodged with 
“ them.** 

Having thus got pofleflion of Orchomenus, the con- 
federates, in the next place^ held a confultation, *‘ a- 
gainft what other city, in their plan of conqueft, 
“ they fliould next proceed.” The Eleans exhorted 
them to march againfi; Lepreum, but the Mantineans 
againft T'egea ; and the Argives and Athenians adhered 
to the Mantineans. The Eleans, upon this, were of- 
fended that they had not voted for the fiege of Lepreum, 
and feparated to their own home. But the reft of the 
confederates fet about preparations at Mantinea, as ful- 
ly bent on the fiegc of Tegea; and even fomc of the 
citizens of Tegea were exerting their efforts within that 
city to betray it to them. * 

But the Lacedaemonians, after they were withdrawn 
from Argos, in purfuanceof the fufpenfion of arms for 
four months, laid heavy charges upon Agis, for not 
conquering Argos at fo fair af opportunity, fairer than 
ever they had rcafon to expeA, — “ fince fo numerous 
“ and lo gallant a body of confederates could never a- 
gain, without greater difficulty, be affembled toge- 
iher.” And, when afterwards the news arrived that 
Orchomenus was taken, their indignation became more 
violent than ever. In fuch a ferment, they inftantly re- 
folved, though not confiftently with the calm Lacedas* 
monian temper, that “ his houfe muft needs be demo- 
*■ lifhcd, and a line of * one hundred thoufand drach- 
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mas be impofed upon Agis.” He earncftly 
minft the execution of the fentence, that, ' 

“ expedition, he would purge the charge 3 ^ . , , " 

“ table ferviceto (U*" 

proceed to punilh him at plealure. Upon this, they 

fufLded the Le and demolition, but paffed a law u^n 
the^ prefent occafion, fuch as never before had been 
madLmongftthem; for they elefled a committee of 
ten Spartanho attend him as a council, without whofe 
concurrence he was not permitted to lead out their army 

into the field. i a r 

In the mean time, a meflage is brought them from 

their friends atTegea, that, » unlefs they come thuher 
with the ucmoft expedition, Tegea will revolt from 
“ them to the Argives and their confederates, and is on- 
“ ly not revolted already.” 

To prevent this, the whole Lacedaemonian ftrengthj 
both of citizens and Helots, is levied with more firarp- 
nefs than had ever been known before ; and, taking the 
field, they marched to Oreftcum, of Menalia. An or- 
der was fent before-^and to their Arcadian allies, to al- 
femble and follow them direftly towards Tegea. 

But, when the whole Lacedsemonian ftrength was 
thus marched to Oreft'^um, the fixth part of the num* 
ber, confifiing of the more aged and younger claffes, 
was from thence again difmiffed to Sparta, to take up- 
on them the guard of that place, whilft the reft of their 
military force marcheth 19 Tegea*, and, not long after, 
their Arcadian confederates join them. 

They fent alfo to Corinth, to the Boeotians, Phocians, 
and Locrians, a fummons of fpeedy aid into the Manti- 
nean. But, for fome of thefe, the fummons was too 
fhort; and, for the reft,* it was by no means an eafy 
talk to take the field in feparate bodies, and waiting tor 
their mutual jundion, to force their paflage through an 
enemy’s country ; for fuch lay between to obftrud their 
advance ; However, they were earneftly bent to attempt 
it. The Lacedaemonians, in the mean time, inlarged 

with 
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with fuch Arcadian parties as were already come up, 
inarched on and broke into the Mantinean ; and, having 
formed tftfeit camp near the temple of Hercules, they 
ravaged the country. 

The Argives and their allies, when their enemy was 
thus in fight, having pofted themfelves on a fpot of 
ground by nature ftrongand difficult of approach, drew 
op in order, as ready to engage. The Lacedaemoni- 
ans alfo immediately advanced towards them, and even 
approached fo near as within the call of a Hone or a darr. 
But one oT the old experienced Spartans^ perceiving that 
they were to attack fo difficult a poll:, roared out aloud 
to Agis,* that “ he was going to repair one evil by an- 
“ other i” as if, by his prclcnt ill-judged eagerncls, he 
was bent on making reparation for his cenfured retreat 
from Argos. Upon this, either druck with fuch an 
exclamation, or whether upon a fudden his own thoughts 
fuggefted to him a different conduft, he drew off his 
army again, with ail poffible expedition, before the bat- 
tle could be joined. And, wheeling from thence into 
the Tegeatis, he turned a dream of v(?atcr into the Man- 
tinean, about which, as apt to do great damage to the 
lands on which fide foever it flowed, the Mantineans and 
Tegeatae are eternally at blows, ft was his jlheme to 
draw down the Argives and their allies from their flrong 
poll, on the eminence, in order to prevent the turning 
of this ftream, fo foon as they knew it was in agitation, 
and thus to gain an opportunity* of fighting in the plain. 
In purfuance of this, he halted the whole d.iy upon the 
dream, and accompliffied its diverfion. But the Ar- 
gives and their allies, furprifed at this fudden and preci- 
pitate retreat, had been, atfird, unable to conjecture 
what it meant. At length, when the enemy was totally 

* Plutarch fays it was an apophthegm of this Agis, that LacedsmorJans never a/fe 
concerning their enemies, ** How many arc they but “ Where arc they?** AnJ 
when he was hindered from fighting at Mantinci, he faid, They, who 

would rule over many, mud fight againfi many And, being aiked what was the 
'‘uoibcr of the Lacedaemo^iansi he replied, linow to beat cowards/* 

withdrawn. 
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withdrawn, and quite out of their view, after lying in-* 
aftively in their pofts, and no orders received tor a 
purfuit, they began a fecond time to lay heaVy imputa- 
tions on their own commanders;— that, “on the for- 
“ mer occafion, the Lacedaemonians, when fairly 
“ caught near Argos, had been fuffered to efcapej 
** that now again, though they were openly flying, not 
“ a foul muft purfue them, but, through ihametul in- 
“ dolcnce, their enemies are preferved, and themfelves 
“ are treacheroufly betrayed.” The commanders, up- 
on the firft noifeof thefe clamours, were highly chagri- 
ned, but afterwards they marched them down Irom the 
eminence, and, advancing into the plain, encamped 
them there, as determined to fight the enemy. The 
day following, the Argives and allies were drawn up 
to be in readinefs for adion, fliould the enemy appear. 
And the Laccdsemonian';, marching away from the 
ftream, to re- occupy their former camp near the tem- 
ple of Hercules, on a fudden perceived that the whole 
body of their toes were ready drawn up in order of bat- 
tle, and had quitted their llrong pofl; on the eminence. 

At this crifis, the Lacedmmonians were ftruck with a 
grearcr allonilhment than the memory of man could 
parallel. For now,' in an interval of time excee- 
ding Ihort, they were bound to get every thing in rea- 
dinels tor fight : Yet, fuch was their diligence, that in 
an inftant they were formed into a beautiful array, A- 
gis, their kingjilTuing all thenecetfary orders, according to 
law; for, when a king leadeth their armies, all orders 
are given by him : He himtelfdeclareth what he willeth 
to be done to the *gemral-o£iccrs ; they carry his orders 
to the f colonels ; thefe to the J captains ; who after- 
wards forward them to the § fubalterns ; by whom they 
are communicated to all the private men under their re> 

* Polemarchf* 
t Lochages, 

J Pcntccontarori. 

§ Eaoinatarcbt, 

fpcifliv' 
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fpe^tive commands. The orders, when any fuch are re- 
quifite, are in this method dif[)erfed and circulated with 
the greateft expedition : For, in the Laced®mioniaft 
armies, almoft the whole foldiery, few only excepted^ 
have a command aHlgned in regular fubordination ; 
and the care of executing orders is incumbent upon 
numbers. 

In their prefent array, the left wing confiftcd of the 
Skirit®, who, of all the Lacedsemonians, ever claim 
this poft as their peculiar right j next them were polled 
the Brafidean foldiers who had lervtd in Thrace, accom- 
panied by thofe who had lately been honoured with the 
freedom of Sparta V then, along the line, were regularly 
polled all the troops which were compofed of pure La- 
cedaemonians i next to them Hood the Hercansof Arca- 
dia, and beyond them the Mrenalians. In the right 
wing were the I'cgeatae, but in the utmoft extent of it 
fomc few Lacedaemonians. Their cavalry was equally 
polled on both the wings : And in this form was the 
Laccdsmonian difpofition made. 

On the fide of the enemy, the Mantineans had the 
right wing, becaufe the bufinefs fell upon their ground-, 
next to them were the allies from Arcadia i then a pick- 
ed body of Argives, to the numbed of a thoufand, who 
long had been excrciled in the lludy of arms at the pub- 
lic Ichool at Argos ; and next to them Itood the rell ot 
the Argive forces: Thcfc were followed by their own 
confederates, the Cleoneans and Orneat®. The Athe- 
nians were ranged in the outermoll body, and compofed 
the left ^ing, liipported by their own cavalry. Such 
was the order and difpolition on both fides. 

The army of the Lacedemonians had the appearance 
of fuperior numbers : But cxadly to write the number, 
cither of the fevcral bodies on each fide, or of their 
whole force, I own myfelf unable. The amount of the 
Lacedasmonians was not known, becaufc of the profound 
iccrecy obferved in their polity; and the amount of their 
enemies, bccaulc of the ollcntation ordinary to mankirrd 
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in magnifying their own ifrength, hath been ftill dilbc-* 
lieved. However, from the following computation, an 
inquirer may difeover the number of the Lacedaemoni- 
ans, who on this occafion were drawn up in the field. 

Befides the Skiritae, who were in humber fix hundred, 
feven battalions were in this engagement. Now in eve- 
ry battalion there were four companies j and, in every 
company^ iowx platoons % in thefirft rank of every platoon 
were four fighting foldiers. In regard to depth they 
were not equally formed, as every colonel determined 
the depth at his own private difcrction; but generally 
they were drawn up eight deep. The front-line of their 
whole force, excepting the Skiritae, confifted of four 
hundred and forty-eight men.f 

When both Tides were ready, the fmall refpite before 
the engagement was employed by the fcvcral comman- 
ders in animating the foldiers under their refpeftive or* 
ders. 

To the Mantineans it was urged, — That “ the 
points, for which they were going to fight, were 
“ their country and their future fate, either rule or fla- 
“ very j that of rule, whofe Tweets they had known, 
thty might not be diverted, and that they might nc- 
“ ver feel again whatflavery is.” 

To the Argives, It was “ for their ancient To- 

“ vereignty, and the equal lhare of dignity they had 
once enjoyed in Peloponnefus, novv timely to prevent 
“ an eternal fubmiflion uo luch lofiTes, and earn revenge 


f The Lacedaraonian mora, or brigade, confifted of four lochi, or battalioni, as 
3048 men : For a kchnf or battalion, confifted of four fentecofiietf or companies, 
35512 men; ipentetefty, oi company, ofhw tKcmatur, or platoons, ss izSmen} 
and each tnomatia, or platoon, confifttd of 51, This is the account of Thucydides, 
who computes the platoon by 4 in front and 8 in depth. The platoon confifted there- 
fore of 32} which, X l>y 4» — *^8, the number of a company; which, alfo X 
4 * — number of a battalion. The number of bactalioni was feven, 

which fhews the number of Lacediemonians to have been 3 584 ; and then, with tb« 
addition of 600 Skirit^, who were potted on the left, to have amounted, in the whole, 
to 4184 men. Or again, the whole front line, =s ^48, x 8, the number in depth, 
is equal to 3584, +600 Shrita, =s 4184. 


for 
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for the many injuries a neighbouring State^ unrelent- 
ing in its enipnity, had done them.** 

But, ib'‘the Athenians, That, in honour, they 

were obliged to fignalize their valour in a confpicu- 
ous manner, in the company of numerous and gal- 
“ lant allies: That, ihould they gain a viftory over 
“ the Lacedaemonians on Pcloponnefun ground, their 
“ own empire would be eftabliflied and inlarged, and 
** no enemy would ever again prefume to invade their 
“ territories.** 

And in this manner were the Argives and their Con- 
federates animated to the fight. 

But the Lacedaemonians were encouraging one ano- 
ther, and, during martial ftrains injoined by their difei- 
plinc, like men of bravery as they were, each animated 
his neighbour with the recital of the gallant ads they 
had performed together. They were perfons, who 
knew that a long experience in the toils of war condu- 
ceth more to prefervation, than a fliort verbal harangue, 
how finely foever delivered. 

And now the armies were mufually approaching: 
The Argives and their allies advanced in a brifk and an- 
gry manner; but the Lacedsemonians moved flowly for- 
wards to the found of many flutes, the mufic which 
their laws ordain j not from any religious motive, but 
for advancing with equal fteps, keeping time with the 
notes, to prevent all diforders in the ranks j accidents 
very frequent in large armies ^hilft drawing to an en- 
counter.* 

VoL. 11. F But, 

^ Milton hath made ufe of this Lacetlxmoniail march to adorn and raife his own 
liobJt poetry. If was full and rtrong in his imagination, when he wrote the fullowiog 
hnes. Paradijt hj}^ book J. 


— — Anon they move 
In p^'rfcft phahinx, to the Durian mood 
Of flutes and foft recorders j fuch as inis'd 
To height of noblcft temper heroes c!d, 


Arming 
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But, during the approach, Agis, the king, bethot^ht 
himfclf of making a new difpofition.— It is thcconftant 
cafe with all armies, that, upon the right, fheir wings, 
whilft they approach one another, extend themfelves 
too far, fo thatcondantly, on both fidcs, the left wing 
is overreached and flanked by the enemy’s right. This 
proceedeth from the dread every foldier licth under of 
being expofed on his unarmed fide, which maketh him 
eager to get it covered by the fhicld of the next perfon 
on his right, and pofitive that a firm clofing together, 
in this mlinncr, will render them impenetrable to the 
lliock of the enemy. This turn of the body is firft be- 
gun by the right-hand man of the whole front, and is 
the refult of his conftant care to fhift his defencelefs fide 
from the aim of the foe; and the dread of being in the 
fame m.inner expofed obligeth all the rell to follow his 
motion. And thus, in the prefent approach, theMan- 
tineansin their wing had far overreached the Skiritaij 
but the Lacedemonians and Tegeate had done fo, more 
in regard to the Athenians, in proportion as they exceed- 
ed them in numbers. — Agis, therefore, fearing left the 
left wing of the Lacedemonians might be quite fur- 
rounded, and judging that the Mantineans quite too 


Arming to battle i and, inrtcad of rage, 

DcJiberaic valour breath’d, firm, and unmoved 
With dread ot dtaih to flight err foul retreat : 

Nor war^ting pow’r to mitigate and fwage. 

With folemn toikrhes, troubled thoughti, and chafe 
i^ngui/h, and doubt, and fcar, and forrow, and paip^ 
irem mortal or immortal minds. Thus they, 
Breathing urited force, with fixed thought, 

Mov d on in filencc to fol't pipes, that charmM 
Their painful fteps o’er the burnt foil: And now, 
Advanc d in view, they fland, a horrid front 
Of dreadful length and dazzling arms, In guife 
Of warriors oM with order’d fpear and fliield, 

Awaiting what command their mighty chief 
Had to irnpole. He through the armed files 
Darti his <xp<:iMic’d cycj and loon, travel Ic 
The whole baitdiion, vicwi their order due. 


far 
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far overreached them, fent orders to the Skiritas and 
Brafideiins to wheel away from the fpot where they were 
firft potted, and fill up the extremity of the line, fo as 
to render it equal to the Mantineans*, and, to fupply 
the void thus made, he ordered, from the right wing, 
t^o battalions^ commanded by general-officers^ Hippos 
noi'das and Arittocles, to repair thither, and, falling in^ 
CO clofe up the ranks ; judging, that their own right 
would (lill be more than fufficient to execute their parts, 
and the wingoppofed to the Mantineans might, by this 
difpofition, be properly ftrengthened. But, as he iflli- 
ed theie orders in the very onfet and clofe of battle^ 
it happened that Arittocles and Hipponoi’das abfolutely 
refufed to change their pofl; (though for fuch difobedi* 
cnce, as apparently the refult of cowardice, they were 
afterwards banifiied from Sparta) \ and, before the new 
dirpofition could be completed, the enemy had begun 
td charge. Upon the refufal of thefe two battalions to 
change their pott, Agis countermanded thofe marching 
to ttrengthen the Skiritse to their former places^ who 
now were unable to fail into the ranks, or dole together 
with thofe whom they had quitted : Bur, on this occa> 
fion, more remarkably than ever, the Lacedaemonians, 
though in all refpeds outdone in the military art, gave 
•lignal proofs of their fuperiority in true manly valour. 

For, to come to particulars, when once they were at 
blows with the enemy, the right wing of the Mantineans 
routs their Skiritx and Brafitieans. Then the fame 
Mantineans, fupported by their confederates and the 
thoufand pickea Argives, falling in at the void in the 
Lacedaemonian line, which was not yet filled up, did 
great execution upon them ; for, taking them in flank, 
they intirely broke them« drove them for Iheltcr among 
their carriages, and made a (laughter of the old men 
who were appointed for their guard. And in this quar- 
ter the Lacedaemonians were clearly vanquiflied. 

But in the other quarters, and dpecially in the cen- 
ter, where Agis, the king, wa^ potted, and round him 

F a the 
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the horfe-guards, ftiled 7he three hundred, falling upon 
thofe troops which were ccmpofed of the elder j/VrgIves 
and them which are called the Penteloehi, and upon the 
Clconeans, and Orncatas, and thofe Athenians who 
ranked along with them, they broke them in an inftanty 
fo that many of them durft not (land to exchange a blow, 
but, fo foon as they felt the Lacedaemonian fhock^ 
turned about at once, and others were trampled under 
foot in the great hurry they were in to fccurc their cf- 
cape. 

But, when the main body of the Argives and their al- 
lies was in this quarter routed, their foot, on both the 
flanks, were inflantly difcoihfited. Now, alfo, the 
fight of the Lacedjemonians and Tegcats, by the ad- 
vantage of fuperior numbers, had overreached and in- 
compaffed the Athenians. Thefe now, on all hands, 
were belet with danger j in this quarter they were fur- 
rounded by their enemies, in another they were already 
tanquifhed ; and they muft have fuffered the molt of 
any part of the army, had it not been for the excellent 
fupport their own cavalry gave them. It happened alfo 
that Agis, when he perceived that the Maniineans and 
the thouland Argives had got the better on the left, 
commanded the whole army to wheel off to the fupport 
of the vanquiihed. And, whilft this was executing, 
el'c Athenians laid l>old of the interval, which this mo- 
tion of the enemy, and their drawing off from around 
them, occafioned, to fecure their own efcape without a- 
ny oppofuion, accompanied by the Argives, who were 
alfo vanquilhed with them. 

But the Mantineans, and thofe who fought in com- 
pany with them, and the picked band of Argives, were 
now no longer intent on prefling upon their adverfaries^ 
but, perceiving their own fide to be completely van- 
quilhed, and the Lacedsenionians approaching to their 
attack, they turned about and fled. Yet numbers of 
them perilhed, and ihofc chiefly Mantineans ; for the 

grcaceft 
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greateft part of the picked band of Argives completed 
their efcape. 

The Right however was not precipitate, nor the dif- 
tance to a place of fafety great. For the Lacedaemoni- 
ans, till the enemy flieth, maintain their combats with 
long and fteady toil ; but, after a rout, purfue them 
neither long nor far. 

And thus, or very nearly thus, was the procedure 
of the whole battle, the greateft that for many ages had 
been fought amongft Grecians, and where the competi- 
tion lay "between moft renowned and flourifbing States. 
The Lacedaemonians, amafling together the arms of 
their enemies who had been fldn, immediately erefted a 
trophy, and rifled the bodies of the dead. They alfo 
took up their own dead^ and carried them to Tegca, 
where they received the rights of fcpulture; and alfo de- 
livered, upon truce, the llain of their enemy. There 
fell, of the Argives, and Orneatae, and Cleoneans, fe- 
ven hundred ; and two hundred of the Mamineans; 
two hundred alfo of the Athenians, including the iEgi- 
nctas and their feveral commanders.* On the Lacedae- 
monian fide,—- as the confederates were never hard prel- 
fed, what lofsthey fufiered is fearedy deferving of no- 
tice i and the exad number of thetr own dead it is diffi- 
cult to difeover, but it was reported to have been about 
three hundred. 

When a battle was certainly to be foughr, Pieiftio- 
nax, the other king, marched Out to their fupport, with 
the whole body of citizens, both old men and youths. 
But, when he was advanced as far as Tegea, he recei- 
ved the news of a victory, and returned to Sparta. 
The Lacedaemonians alfo fent meflengers to countermand 
their allies from Corinth, and from without the iffhmus. 
And, being ihemfclvcs returned to Sparta, after giving 
difmiflion to their allies, as the Carneian folcmnuics 
were at hand, they celebrate the feftival. I'he imputa- 
tion alfo of cowardice, at that time laid to their charge 
by the reft of Greece, becaufe of ilnir misfortune at 

F j Sphadcria, 



70 THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR. B.V. 
Sphadteria, and fome other inftances' of impolitic and dU 
latory condud, by this one adlion they completely pur- 
ged away. Now it was determined that their deprefllon 
had been merely the refult of fortune, but that in in- 
ward bravery they were ftill themfclves. 

The day before this battle was fought, it happened 
that the Epidaurians, with the whole of their ftrcngth, 
had made an incurfion into Argia, as left dcfcncclefs, 
and had done great execution on the guards, left behind 
at the general march of the Argives. 

Three thoufand heavy-armed Eleans, as auxiliaries to 
the Mantineans, came up after the battle j as did alfo a 
thoufand Athenians to join the former body j upon 
which the whole alliance marched immediately againd 
Epidaurus, whilft the Lacedaemonians were folemnizing 
the Carneian feftival. After an equal diftribution of 
the work, they began to raife a circumvalUtion around 
that city. The reft, indeed, foon defifted ; but the A- 
thenians, conformably to their orders, completed theirs 
round the eminence on which flood the temple of Juno, 
fo guard this wofk, the whole alliance left behind a 
fumcient number draughted from their feveral bodies, 
and then departed to their rcfpedlivc homes. And the 
lummer was now at an end. 

Inthefirft comnieDcement of the fucceeding winter, 
and after tne celebration of the Carneian feftival, the 
Cacedaimonians immediatelji took the field; and, 

ororofT^/' *'S*ai fent from thence to Argos 
pro^faU for an accommodation. There was already 

bent "'J*''" "ffe alfo 

and (inrp l»pular government at Argos; 

27 ,'inro "> ptrfuade the 

Snnrn r ““ommodation. Thdr feheme was, firft 

nm n l"ir! """ "hich^ was 

Si m® r ' 1^'?'^’ P“'"' '•>'n in™'- 

diatefy to csccutc ihcirplot .igainft the peep.V. 

Lichas, 
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Lichas, fon of Arcelilaus, the public hoft of the Ar- 
gives, accordingly arriveth at Argos, charged to make 
two demStnds in the name of the Lacedaemonians ; The 
one, “ whether war be ftill their option ?” the other, 
** how ? if their choice be peace.” Upon this a ftrong 
debate arofe, for Alcibiades was prefenc. But the par* 
ty, who adled in the Lacedaemonian incercft, prevailed 
with the Argives to accept their propofals pf an accom- 
modation } which were as followeth : 

“ THUS refolved, by the Lacedaemonian council, 

“ to compound with the Argives, 

** Thcic to reftore their children to the Orcho.mc- 
** nians, and their men to the Msnalians ; to redore 
** alfo to the Lacedaemonians their citizens now detain* 
** ed at Mantinea to evacuate Epidaurus and demo* 
“ lifli their works. 

And the Athenians, if they will not quit Epidau- 
“ rus, to be declared enemies to the Argives and to the 
“ Lacedaemonians, and to the confederates of the La- 
♦* cedaemonians and to the confederijtes of the Argives. 

“ And, if the Lacedaemonians have in their power 
“ any young men, to relcafe them to all the States. 

“ In relation to the god, * we»confent that an oath 
be adminiftered to the Epidaurians, and wc grant 
the form to be preferibed by the Argives. 

“ The States of Peloponnefus, both fmall and great, 
“ to be, none excepted, free.; according to their own 
“ primitive conftitutions. 

“ And, if any State without Peloponnefus fliall en- 
“ ter offenfivcly into the lands of Peloponnelus, fuc- 
“ cours to be united, in purfuance of a general conlult 
“ ot Peloponncfians about the determinate and moft 
“ expedient methods. 

“ All confederates of the Lacedaemonians whatever, 
“ without Peloponnefus, lhall enjoy the fame privileges 

* The Pythian Apollo. This artirle feems defignrd to tdjuft the quarrel aboot 
the victim, related in the tranfaftioni of the laft year. 

E 4 
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“ as thofe of the Lacedaemonians and thofc of the Ar- 
“ gives enjoy, each remaining in free pofleffion of their 
“ territories. ' * 

** Thefe articles to be communicated to the confede- 
rates, and ratification to be made, if they approve. 
“ If different methods feein advifeable to the confede- 
rates, all parties to dcliff and return diredly home.*' 

A 

Thefe propofal-s by way of preliminary, the Argives 
accepted ; and the army of the Lacedaemonians was 
drawn off from Tegea to their own home. Ahd after- 
wards, in the couile of mutual negotiation, the fame 
parry at Argos prevailed upon their countrymen to re- 
nounce their alliance with the Mantineans and Eleans, 
and even with the Athenians, and to ftrike up a peace, 
and an alliance offenfive and defenfivcjwith the Lacedse- 
mo.nians. The tenor of it was this ; 


“ RESOLVED thus, by the Lacedaemonians and the 
“ Argives, on a peace, and an alliance offenfive and 
“ dcfenfive, for the term of fifty years. 

“ 1 hey fhall do juflice to each other reciprocally, 
“ with impartiality and equity, according to their feve- 
“ ral forms of law. • 

1 he other htates in Peloponnefus, comprehended 
in this peace and alliance, fhall continue in iheenjoy- 
‘‘ ment of their own laws, their own independence, 
holding the fame territories, doing juftice with im- 
“ partiality and with equity, according to their fcveral 
“ forms of law. 


A 1 comederates of the Lacedaemonians whatever, 
wuhout Peloponnefus, fhall enjoy the fame privile- 
ges with the Lacedemonians themfelves j and the 
({ confederates ffail enjoy the fame with the 

rgi.es themlelves ; each holding their refpedbive 
territories. ° ^ 


“ If a joint-expedition be 
confuJtation to be held, by 


at any time requifitc, a 
the Lacedaemonians and 


“ the 
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the Argivcs, about the determinate and moft expe- 
dient methods of ifluing orders to the reft of the al- 
liance^ * 

But, if any controverfy arife between the States^ 
either thofc within or thofc without Peloponnefus, 
“ either concerning their boundaries or any other point, 
“ it (hall be determined by judges. 

“ And, if any confederate Stafe have a difpute with 
“ another State^ they (hall go, with a reference, to that 
Slate which to the contending Statei (hall bp thought 
“ moft Impartial. Private perfons, however, to 6c 
“ judged by the laws of that Staff to whifh they are 
fubjedb.” 

This peace, and fuch an alliance, was now perfedled i 
and the reciprocal damages of war and all other of- 
fences were now buried in oblivion. And, having al- 
ready fettled all points to general fatisfaftion, they con- 
curred in a fuffrage, “ to receive no herald nor embalTy 
“ from the Athenians, till they were withdrawn out 
of Peloponncfus, and had given up their fortifications 
at Epidaurus and farther, “ for the future to 
“ make neither peace nor war but with joint concur- 
“ rence.” Their attention was aho extended to objedls 
more remote ; and in conjundlion they difpatched em- 
balfadors to the cities in Thrace and to Perdiccas, and 
fcduced Pcrdiccas to iwrar adherence to their league: 
Not that he inllancly declared his revolt from the Athe- 
nians, but he w'as bent on accomplilhing it ever fince he 
faw the Argives had done it *, for he was originally de- 
feendtd from Argos. They renewed alfo their ancient 
oaths to the Chalcidcans, and ftrengthened them by the 
addition of new. 

1 he Argives alfo difpatched an cmbalTy to the Athe- 
nians, requiring them to quit the works they had railed 
at Epidaurus. The latter, lenfibic that their Ibldiers there 
were but a handful of men, when compared with thofc 
who were allbciated \Yiih them in that icrvice, fent Dc- 

mofthcncs 
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mofthcncs to draw them off. He, upon arrival, 
pretending to folemnile fome martial game without the 
Ltrefs, when the reft of the garrifon was gone out to 
the fpeaacle, barred faft the gates. And afterwards, 

the Athenians, having renewed 

furrendered the fortifications they had raifcd into the 

hands of the Epidaurians. • _ ^ 

When the Argives had in this manner gone oit trom 

the alliance, the Mantincans alfo, who at firft ftood out, 
finding at length that without the Arg.ves they could 
do nothing of themfelvcs. thought proper to aheommo. 
date their difputes with the Lacedaemonians, and refip- 
cd their command over the cities of Arcadia. The La- 
cedsemonians alfo and Argives, to the number of a 
thoufand each, marched in company to Sicyon j where, 
principally by the prelence of the Lacedemonians, the 
government was (bitted into the Hands of a fmaller num- 
ber. And, after tranfading fuch points in concert, 
they (bon procured the demolition of the popular govern- 
ment at Argos j and an oligarchy, fuited to the Lace- 
daemonian model, vi^as ereded in its ftead. 

As the winter was now in its clofc, thefe tranfaftions 
ran out nearly into the (jpring i and the fourteenth year 
of the war expired. 


YEAR XV. t 
■\ 

I N the following lummer, the Di^fidcans of Athos 
revolted from the Athenians to the Chaicideans } and 
the Lacedaemonians refettlcd the (late of Achaia, which 
for a time had been under a management not agreeable 
to them. 

The people of Argos alfo, combining gradually toge- 
ther and refuming their fpirits, made an alTault upon 
the few. They waited for a favourable opportunity, 
till the feftivaJ of the naked ^ames was celebrating at La- 

J Before Chrift 417, 
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cedaemon. A battle was fought within the precindfs 
of Argos, in which the people was the vidlor: Some 
of their biJfponenrs they flew, and others they doomed 
CO perpetual exile. The Lacedsemonians, when their 
adherents implored their fuccour, were too dilatory in 
moving ; but at lafl: they adjourned the games, and 
marched away to their fupport; and hearing, when 
they were come to Tegea, that “ the few were vanquifli- 
“ ed," they determined to proceed no farther, maugre 
all the intreaties of the new exiles; but, retreating forth- 
with toSparta,they refumed the celebration of the games. 
Yet, being afterwards attended by deputations from 
thole in Argos, as well as by fuch as had been lately 
banilhed, in the prefence of the whole confederacy, af- 
ter many arguments had been urged on both Odes, they 
came to a refolution, that “ the Argives in the city 
“ were guilty of injufticc and a decree was pafled, 
that “ they Ihould march againlt Argos.” But, after 
ail, their proceedings were dilatory and remifs. 

In the mean time, i\\c people of Argos, dreading the 
Lacedaemonian ftrength, and re-adJrefllng themfelves 
again to Athens for a renewal of alliance, and proceed- 
ing to execute a plan which they thought the ftrongeft 
expedient of prclcrvation, built long walls quite down 
to the lea, that, in cafe they Ihould be blocked up by 
land, all proper iupplies might be thrown into the city 
by fea, through the good offices of the Athenians. To 
this feheme of new fortificaiiorA fome cities allb of Pe- 
Joponnelus were privy underhand. The whole body 
of the Argives without diflinflion, the citizens, their 
wives, and their fervants, forwarded the work ; and 
from Athens they were ibpplied with carpenters and 
mafons. And here the fummer ended. 

Winter r.ow fucceeding, the Lacedtemonians, when 
advcrtiled of thefe new lortifications, marched their for- 
pcs againtl y\rgos, their own, and all thofe of their al- 
lies, excepting the Corinthian. Some new projects in 
their favour were now alfo in agitation within Argos ir- 
■ ■ ■ ® lirlf. ' 
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felf. The whole army was commanded by Agis, the 
Ton of Archidamus, king of the Lacedaemonians. The 
new turns they cxpedled for their Icrvice took'not effedk 
within the city; but they made themfelves mailers of the 
new-crefted walls, and levelled them with the ground, 
Theyalfo took Hyfife, a town in Argia; and, having 
put all the freemen found within that place to the fword, 
jhey drew o^, and difperfed to their feveral cities. 

After this, the Argives marched their force ii. to PhlL 
afiai and, after ravaging that diftridl, becaulc the ex* 
iles from Argos had met with a reception iheie, they 
again retired : For many of thofe exiles had taken up 
their re/idence at Phlius. 

In the fame winter, the Athenians, exafperated attain ft 
Perdiccas, prevented all manner of importation? into 
Macedonia. They charged him “ with taking part in 
“ the late treaty, confirmed by the fandion of oaths, 

“ between the Argives and Laccda;monians j that, far* 

thcr, when they had made great preparations againft 
** the Chalcideans of Thrace and Amphipolis, and Ni- 
“ cias, the lon ofNiceratus, was appointed to command 
“ in that I'ervice, he had violated his obligations to aift 
I* in concert, and that expedition came to nothing pure* 

‘ iy through his fccefllon : He was therefore an enemy 
“ toAtnens.” ^ 

The winter expired in this manner; and with it the 
fifteenth year of the war came alfo to an end. 


year XVI.J 

fummer came on, Alcibiades, with twenty 
_i , arrived at Argos, where he leized three hundred 

r" '"'f and ad- 

rt • th r f “nnian intcrdl, was llill lulpcft- 

lands whLh * I 1‘^nurcd in iht neighbouring 

lands, which were lubjeft to their dominion. 

t Before Chr(Jl4i6. 
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The Athenians alfo undertook the reduction of Me- 
los with a naval force, confifting of thirty fail of Athe- 
nians, fix df Chians, and two of Lefbians ; on-board 
of which were tranfported twelve hundred heavy-armed 
Athenians, three hundred archers, and twenty who drew 
the bow on horfcback. The number alfo of their depen- 
dents, from the continent and in[ands,which attended, was 
about fifteen hundred heavy-armed. The Melians* are 
a colony of the Lacedsemonians, and had therefore refu- 
fed to receive law from the Athenians in the fame manner 
as the inliAitants of the other iflands received it. Atfirft, 
however, they obferved a ftridl neutrality i but, in procels 
of time, when the Athenians, by ravaging their country, 
would have obliged them to adt offenfively, they open- 
ly took part in the war againfl: them. 

With a force fo ftrong as hath been deferibed, Cleo- 
medes, the fon of Lycomedes, and Tifias, the fon of Ti- 

^ The original of this colony is curious, according to the account givrn cf k hjr 
Plutarch.— ** When the Tyrrhenes were matters of Lemnos and Irnbrtis, and made 
a praftice of ravifliing the wives of the Athenians at Brauron, a mixed breed was 
the confcqucncf j whom, as half- barbarians, the Athenians drove out of the ittes. 
Thus exiled, they repaired to Taenarui, and were ufelul to the Spartans in their 
war againtt the Hclors, They wcie afterwards rewarded fur their good fervicei 
with the freedom of Sparta and liberty of intermarriage. Vet, not being aU 
** lowed the honour of ferving the offices of the ttatc, or a hat in the council, they 
** became afterwards fufpcfled, as caballing together for bad defigns, and piojcfting 
to overthrow the conttituiion : The Lacedemonians thcref’re apprchfndcd thcnni 
all ; and, throwing them into prifon# kept them confined under a ftrong guard, 
till they could find out clear and inconteftable evidence igainft them. The wives 
of the prifonert came in a body to the prifon, iand, after much prayer and intreaty, 
were at length admitted by the guard to the fight and difcourfe of their hufbancs. 
When once they had gained accefs, they ordered them immediately to ftrip, and 
change clothes with them j to leave them their own, and, drcflVd in thofe of their 
wives, to make their efcape d;re£lly in that difguife. It was done • the women 
** ftaid behind, determined to endure whatever might be the confequcnce j and the 
** guards, deceived by appeal anccs, let out the hufbands inftcad of the wives. Ihcy 
** marched off «nd feired Taygeta ; then feduced the Helots to revolt, and promifed 
** to fopport them 5 which ttriick a great tenor amongtt the Spartans. They fent to 
treat with them, and made up the matter on thefc conditirns: That they flioold 
have their wives reftored fri'e to them ; ftiould be furnifhed with money and vclfcla 
** for removal • an.'i, when I<*ftlcd in another country, ftould be reckoned a colony 
** and kiafmen of the Lacedaemonians. — A bcnly of them fettled fome time after in 
the ifle of Mrloi,** 0 / th vtttifa 9/ 
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iimachus, landed and encamped upon the ifland. Yet, 
before they proceeded to hoRlIities^ they fent^a deputa- 
tion from the army to demand a conference % whom the 
Mclians refufed to introduce into the affcmbly of the 
people, but, in the prefence only of the magiftrates and 
the fewy commanded them to deliver their inftrudlions.- 
Upon this the Athenian deputation exprefled them- 
felves as followeth : 

“ SINCE to the people in fullaflcmbly we are pre- 
** eluded from fpeaking, left the manyy — hearing theii* 
“ true intereft declared at once by us in a continued 
“ difcourle, and proved by arguments fitted to per- 
“ fuade and too ftrong to be refuted, — — • might be 
“ wrought into our views, forfuch, wc are fcnfible, is 
“ the plain conftrudtion ol this our guarded audience by 
“ ihc few: To you alfo, who now lit here, we rccojn- 
“ mend a method of making that point yet more fe- 
“ cure, — - that, to the reafons we offer, you referve not 
“ your objedions for one formal deliberate reply, but, 
“ in cafe we offer any feeming incongruity, you imme- 
“ diately interrupt us, and difeufs the point. And tell 
“ us, firft, whether or not this propofal be agreeable.” 


The Melians, who compofed the fynod, anfwcrcd 
thus: 

f 

“THE candour of fuch Icifurely debate, for mutual 
“ information, is not to be difapproved : And yet there 
“ feemeth to be great inconfiftcncy between I'uch can- 
“ dour and thofe warlike preparations, with which you 
“ no longer intend hereafter, but in prefent ad haveal- 
‘‘ ready btfci us. Forwe perceive, that hither you are 
‘‘ come to be authoritative judges of your own plea, 
and that the dccifion muft needs prove fatal to us ' 
“ Since if, fuperior in debate, we for that reafon' icfuft 
** lubmiffion, our portion muft be war ^ andf if wc al 

“ lov 
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*< low your plea, from that moment we become your 
“ flaves.” 


Athenians. 

“TO what purpofe this ? If here you are met to- 
“ gether to retail your fufpicions of future events, or to 
“ talk of any thing but the proper means of extricating 
“ and prelcrving your State from the prcfent and mani- 
“ fell dangers which environ it, we had better be fi- 
“ lent r-'But, if the latter be your purpofe, let us come 
“ to the point.** 


Melians. 

“ T H E R E is reafon for it, and there ought to be 
“ forgivenefs, when men, fo fituated as we are, are li- 
able to much diftradlion both in fpeech and thought. 
“ The point for which we are alTembled is, it is true, 
“ no lefs than our future prefervation : If, therefore, 
“ it muft be fo, let the conference proceed in the me- 
“ thod you require.** 


Athenians. 

** AS, therefore, it is not our purpofe to amufe you 
“ with pompous details, — how, after completely van- 
“ quilhing the Mede, we had'h right to affume the fo- 
“ vereignty, or how, provoked by the wrongs received 
“ from you, we come hither to earn redrels, — we lhall 
“ wave all parade of words that have no tendency to- 
“ wards convitSlion : And, in return, infill from you, 
•* that you rejeft all hopes of perfuading us by frivo- 
lous remonftrances, — that, as a colony of the Lace- 
dsemonians, you were incapacitated from accompa- 
“ nying our arms, or that wiongs in any fliape you 
“ have never done us. — But, thefe things apart, let us 

“ lay all ftrefs on fuch points as may really on both 

^ “ iidcs 



ta THE PELOPONNESIAN WAI IV; 
•* fidcs be judged perfuafive ; Since of this you arc as 
“ llrongly convinced as we ourfelvcs are fenfible of it,-^ 
that, in all human competitions, equal wantsalone pro^ 
“ ducc equitable determination j and, in what terms lb* 
ever the powerful injoin obedience, to thofe the weak 
“ arc obliged to fubmit.” 

MEtlANS. 

** IF this be fo, we boldly aver, — fof, as you have 
difearded jufticc from the queftion, and fubfti- 
“ tuted intcreft in its place, we muft follow the 

“ precedent, that you alio it concerncth, we 

“ fhould not be deprived of the common privilege 
“ of men ; but that to human creatures, ever liable to 
“ fo dangerous a lofs, the pleas of reafon and equity* 
“ even though urged beyond their exadl limitations* 
“ fhould be indulged and allowed their weight. And 
“ more to you than to others is this proper to be fug- 
** gefted, left, after fatiating revenge in all its fury, 
“ fhould you ever be overthrown, you may teach youf 
“ enemies how you ought to be treated.” 

Athenians, 

“THAT affedeth us not : For, though to ouf 
“ lhare an overthrow of empire fall, the event would 
“ render us neither abjed nor delponding •, becaufe 
“ men, inured to inlar^ed command, as the Lacedae* 
“ monians for inftance, are never terrible to the van* 
“ quiflicd. But our conteft, at prefent, is not againft 
“ the Lacedxmonians. That revenge alone is terrible, 
“ when fubjefts tumultuoufly rebel, and gain the afceii- 
“ dantoverfuch as were once their mailers: And truly, 
“ to avert fuch dangerous extremities, be the care cn- 
“ trufted to us. But, on the prefent occafion, that wc 
“ arc here for the inlargement of our own power, and 
“ that what we have to urge concerneth the preferva- 

“ tion of the State of Melos, ihcfc are the points wc 

M arc 
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** are to cftablifli. We arc defirous to have our power 
V extended over you without obftrudlion y and your 
^ prefervarion to be amply fccurcd for the common bc- 
nefit of us both.*’ 


, Melians. 

“ AND how can it turn out as beneficial for us to be- 
•* come your flaves as it will for you to be our maf- 
*« ters?**. 


Athekiams. 

PLAINLY thus : — Becaufe, inflead of fuflFering 
“ the extremities of conqueft, you may merely become 
“ Our fubjedls ; and wc, by exempting you from a 
“.total deltrudbon, (ball gain your fcrvice.** 


MelIAns. 

“ BUT will not thefe terms content you That wc 
be permitted to perfevere in quiet i to be friends to 
“ you, inflead of enemies i but, 4n regard to war, to 
“ be ftridlly neutral ?** 


Athenia/ts. 

“NO: For all your enmity cannot hurt us fo much 
“ as the acceptance of luch fnendfhip from you. The 
“ latter, to thole over whom wc rule, would fugged in- 
“ cimations of our wcaknefs: Your enmity is a proof 
“ of our power,** 


Melians. 

“ ARE your fubjcdls then fuch lorry judges of e- 
quity and right, as to place upon the fame level thofc, 
VoL. If. G •* who 
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« who are under no manner of tic. and who wc nevoc 
« indebted for their fettkment to you, and tbokr 
•* revolting from yon, have been again radwed. 


Athenians. 

•* WHY (hould they not? They knowfuch afci^e 
« of things may be well grounded in r«v<l to ooth» 
« inafmuch as thofe, who are exempted ftom QUr yQkC> 
** owe fuch exemption to their own fuperior ftre^tn, 
“ and, if we attack them not, it is the pureVefuIt of 
« fear And hence, the reduaion of you, bcfidcs in- 
« larein^r our empire, will ioveftU with more ample fe- 
“ curityl efpeciajly, whenieated oir an Ukod, you arc 
« bound to fubmit to the mailers of the fca, to rc- 
« main henceforth too weak for reMance, unteft you 

are viftoriousattheprcfentcrifis.** 


Milians. 

PO you then conclude that what wq have propofed 
is incompatible with your own fecurity ?— For fincc, 
« excluding us from the plea of jufticc, you endeavour 
“ merely toperfuadfi us into fublervicncy to your inte- 
“ reft, we allb arc again necefiitated to infift once nrorc 
“ on the profitable to ourfclves, and, by Ihcwing that 
“ with our welfare your own alio coincideth, cndca- 
vour to prevail. — What think you of all thofit States 
which now ftand neutral in your dilputes ? How will 
“ you avoid their implacable hatred, when, terrified at 
fuch your ufage of UsS, they mull live in conftant expcc- 
“ taiion of your hoftilities? And whither can fuch con- 
“ dud tend, but to enlarge the number of your decla- 
red enemies, and to conftrain others, who never dc« 
“ figned to be your foes, to take up arms againfl you, 
“ though to their own regret ?** 


Athenians^ 
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Atrinians. 

•* THAT ncvef can be : Since from Statts fcated on 
•* the continent we have nothing to apprchent} ; they 
“ are under no immediate necellity of guarding their li- 
“ berty again ft attacks from us-. Thole alone we dread 
*< who arefeated in iftands % and who, like you, refufe 
<« our government; or who, having felt the pains 
of fu^iftion, arc irritated againft us. Such arc moft 
“ likely to have recourfe to violent meafurcs, and to 
** phinge themfehres and us into imminent dangers*** 

MeLI ANS. 

•• IF this be fo j— and if you, ye Athenians^ can rea» 
dily embark into fo many perils to prevent the diflb- 
“• lution of your own empire ; if Skttts, by you infla^ 
“ ved, can do as much to throw off your yoke ; — — 
“ muft it not be wretchedly bafe and cowardly in us, 
** who yet are tree, to leave any method, even to the 
“ laft extremity, untried, of averting ftavery ?’* 

I 

Athenians. 

I F you judge of things as wife men ought, we 
anfwer— • jVi?/. For the point, in which you are at 
“ prefent concerned, is not a trfal of valour upon equal 
“ terms, in order to efcape the reproach of cowardice ; 
“ but your deliberation's proceed at prefent about the 
“ means of felf-prclcrvation, that you may not be obli- 
•* ged to encounter thole who muft by far overpower 
you ” 

Melians. 

BUT we, on the contrary, know, that the enter* 
prizes of war have fometime# very different evcnca 

G 2 “ » 
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“ to thofc which fuperiority of numbers gave reafon to 
“ expeft i and, in regard to ourfclves, that, if we yield 
at once, eternal defpair muft be our fate^ but, by 
« afting refolutely in our own defence, wc may yet «n- 
“ tertain a hope of fuccefs.** 

Athenians. 

** HOPE in this manner is ever ^plicd to be the lb* 

** lace of danger. And truly, in ntuations which can 
♦,* afford to be difappointed, though ever prejudicial, 

^ it is not always fatal. But fuch, as idly lavilh their 
“ laft refource, their very all, upon hope, (for it is 
prodigal by nature,) are only by their own ruin con- 
** vinced of its delufion •» nay, when its deluGon is thus 
“ by fad experience difeovered, and men fliould guard 
“ themfeivcs againft it, it will not yet let go its hold in 
“ the human heart. Choofe not, therefore, fo fatal *a 
“ refource for yourfclves in your prefent deftitute fitua* 

“ tion, hanging as you are on the very brink of ruin, 

'* Let not your couduft refemble the foolilh behaviour 
** of the mob of mankind *, who, though by bumait 
means their fafety might be earned, yet, when cala- 
*'■ mity hath chafed' away all vifible hopes of redrefs, 

** betake thcmfclves to others of a darker caff, to divi- 
^ nations and to oracles, and all fuch vain expedients 
“ as hope fuggefteth, to draw them to their dcftruc. 

“ lion.” '' 


Melians. 

** DIFFICULT indeed, as we apprehend, and yoa 
“ well know, the conteff muft prove to us againft your 
ftrength and fortune, matched as wc are fo unequally 
“ together. Yet the confidence ft ill fupporteth us, 
“ that in fortune, fince of divine difpofal, we lhall not 
“ be inferior, as with innocence on our fide we ftand a- 
“ gainft injuftice } that, farther, our deficiencies in 

ftrength 
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ftrength will be amplified by the addition of Lace- 
** daemonian aid } fince it is incumbent upon them to 
fupporrus, if from no other motive, yet from the 
** ties of blood and a fenfe of honour. And thus it h 
“ not intirely without good grounds that we can form® 
** the refolution to withftand your efifbrts.*' 

Athenians. 

“NOR have we any reafon to apprehend, on our 
“ own account, that the divine benevolence will not e- 
“ qually* exert itlelf for us j becaufe neither our opini- 
“ ons nor our afts are worfc than thofe of the reft 
** of mankind, either in regard to the worlhip of the 
“ gods or an acknowledgement of their providence. 

For of the divine nature we think like the reft of the 
“ world i and of men, that beyond a fcruplc they arc 
“ impelled, by the neceflary bent of their nature, to 
“* feize dominion wherever they have power. As for 
“ ourfelves, we were not the authors of this conftitu- 
** tion, nor were we the fifirft who digefted it into prac- 
“ tice. We found it already in forCc j we have accor- 
** dingly applied it, and (hall leave it behind us for the 
“ pra^ice of every future age; confeious that you 
** yourfelves, and every other S/a/fy invefted with e- 
“ qual power, would make the fame exertion of it. 
“ And truly, fofaras relateth to the gods, we have no 
“ more reafon to difirufi; their protedlion than our 
“ neighbours. But your fentitnents of the Lacedse- 
monians arc fuch, that you are confident of fupport 
“ from them becaufe it will be bafe in them to refolc 
“ it. Here we blcfs your fimplicity, but envy not 
“ your folly. The Lacedsemonians, we allow, amongil 
** one another, and in paying all due regard to the laws 
“ of their country, give ample proofs of honour and 
“ virtue: But their behaviour towards the reft of 
“ mankind, though it would open a large field 
“ of cenfure were it to be minutely examined, yet 
“ at prefenc fliall be (hewn by one concife declara- 

G 3 “ ^ion. 
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‘t tion, — that, according to the beft lights we have 
♦* been able to collcdl:, they repute as hor>ourabie the 
« things which pleafe them, and as juft -the things 
“ which promote their inttreft. Such maxims arc not 
• in the leaft conducive to your preiervatioo : It is all 
chimera.’* 


Melians. 

« N 0. We ground our hopes of relief from them 
“ upon their own clear convidion of what thtir intereft 
injoineth them. This never can fuffer them to enter- 
tain a thought of abandoning the Melians, who are 
** a colony of their own ; of being faithlefs to the Slates 
of Greece, who wifh them well j or of promoting the 
fchcmcsof the common foe.” 

Athenians, 

“OF confequence you imagine,— that their intereft 
is conneded wish your fecurity j that the duties of juf- 
“ tice fliould in honour be obferved, though attended 
“ with dangers. But tbeie are maxims which the La- 
“ ccdaemonians, lea’ll ot ail men, have refoiution enough 
“ to oblerve in lad.” 


I^Ielians. 

“ W E have the ftrongeft grounds to imagine, that 
“ in our defence they will hazard any dangers, from a 
“ fenfe that their own prefervation dependeth more on 
“ us than any other people, as we are finely fituated for 
“ doing them fervicc in Feloponnefus, and in aftedion 
“ are more faithfully attached to them through the 
bands of cpnlanguinity.” 


Athenians. 
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Athenians. 

« BUT the certainty of obtaining fuccour in the in- 
** tervals of need feemeth not to depend fo much on the 
“ merit of thofe who implore it, as on thc.confcioufnefs 
“ of fuperior ftrength in thofe who are implored to 
** give it : A maxim, this, to which no SiaU adheres 
“ fo ftridlly as the Lacedemonian. Hence, ever 
through a diffidence of their own domeftic force, they 
“ never dare even to invade their neighbours without 
** the concurrence of numerous allies. There cannot, 
“ therefore, be the leaft room to expeft, that they 
** will tranfport an aid into an iHand whilit we are mai* 
ters of the fea,” 


. Melians. 

** NOT perhaps of their own forces *, but they have 
“ confederates enow to employ in this fervice. The 
“ fea of Crete is wide and fpacious.; a paflTage through 
“ it even the lords of the lea will find it more difficult 
“ to obftrudl than thofe who are intent on Healing it to 
“ effed with falety. Or, grant thfcy mifearry in the at- 
“ tempt, at worft they can make a divcrfion upon your 
“ territory, or againft the remainder of your depen. 
** dents who elcaped the efforts of Brafidas. And then 
“ your attention and your arn?s muft be drawn from a 
“ quarter where you have no right to fix them, for the 
“ necefiary defence of your own home and your own 
“ appendage;” 


Athenians. 

** THOUGH fuch turns may intervene, your own 
“ experience fliould teach you to dillrull them : For 
“ you are not, cannot, be ignorant, that the Athenians 
** never yet would condefeend to raife a fiege through 

G 4 “ hoftile 
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** dread. But we cannot avoid obferving, that, 

in the whole courfe of this debate, though de*» 
dared by you to be held as the means of your prefcr- 
vation, you have nut fo much as Rarted one Angle 
“ point upon which wife men can prcfume to faAen the 
“ leaft conAdence ot rcdrefs. Your Armeft fecurity is 
“ placed in the faint hope of fome diftant contingcn- 
cics ; but your prefcnt ftrength is merely triAing a- 
gainft the cxtcnAve fcope of your antagoniAs. Nay, 
vidimsyou muft fallto your own abfurd prefumptions, 
“ unlefs, when we are once withdrawn to give*you time 
to confult, you determine to try fome other expe- 
“ dient. You will then no longer be controuled by 
that fenfe of fliame, which, when dilhonour glarcth 
before and danger preffeth on, precipitateth men in- 
“ to ruin. For though they fee, with their eyes quite 
“ open, into what an abyfs they are going to plunge, 
“ yet, to avoid the imputation of what the world fti- 
leth dilhonour,-!- fo prevalent is the force of one be« 
witching found !—^ though vanquiAied by it, they 
fcorn to yield to,reafon, wilfully embarralTing them- 
“ lelves with incurable calamities, and contrading a 
“ more Aiamcful weight of dilhonour, through their 
** own mad obflinacy, than fortune could award them. 

Such confequences you are now concerned by mature 
‘‘ deliberations to avoid. You are next to refied, that 
no Aiame can attend your plying under the force of a 
moft formidable S/a/^; a which defigncth to 
malce the moderate demands alone, — that you would 
^ accept her alliance, and (ecurely enjoy your territory 
ii^n the condition only to pay her tribute i and, 
when war or fafety are left to your own option, that 
you would not peevilhly prefer the worft. For thofc 
are the men, to maintain ihcmfelves in credit and 
profper!ty, who never fuATer their equals to infult 
them, who pay proper regard toihcir fuperiors, and 

« D ^ l>«-*have with moderation. 

^ Kcfleet un thefc pgints whilA we withdraw •, and re- 

membefi 
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member, again and again, that your country now 
calleth for all your prudence, fince, by the fingle de- 
** liberation of this Angle day, as either it taketh a prof- 
“ perous or Aniftcr turn, her fate will be determi- 
« ncd.” 

Here the Athenians withdrew from the conference 1 
and the Melians, after being fome time alone, and fe* 
folving Anally to rejedb what they had already refufed, 
gave in their anfwer thus : 

“ WE continue, Athenians, in the very fame fenti- 
“ ments we have already declared. We (ball not in 
an inAant of time abandon that liberty, which, in the 
“ free poflclTion of our own State^ we have enjoyed for 
** the fpace of feven hundred years ; which ftill we Aiall 
“ fpare no endeavours to preferve, incrufting it to that 
** fortune which, by divine permiflion, hath hitherto 
“ preferved it, and to that redrefs we expeft from hu- 
** man aid and the Lacedaemonians. But thus much 
“ again we offer: — To be friends fo you, enemies to 
** neither, on condition you quit our lands, after an 
accommodation raiiAed between us to our reciprocal 
“ fatisfadjtion.** 

The Melians in this manner delivered their Anal an- 
fwer. But the Athenians, the very moment they quit- 
ted the place of conference, uttered themfelves thus : 

“ Y O U, Melians, alone, of all mankind, are the 
“ perfons, fo far as we can judge, who regard future 
“ contingencies as an over-balance for inftant dangers, 
and, through mad preiumption, value things yet in- 
vifible as really adual. But, the greater your depen- 
** dence, the more ra(h your conAdence, upon Lace- 
** dasmonians, upon fortune, and upon hope, the more 
** abundantly fatal yourdeluAons will prove.*! 
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And, this faid, the Athenian deputation i^eturned to 
theit camp. 

But the Athenian commanders, upon this refufal 
of ftibcniffion from the Melians, applied themfeives in- 
ilantly to the ads of war } and, dividing the work in 
ihares to the feveral parties in their army, completely 
fhut up the Melians in a line of circumvallation. And, 
when this was perfeded, and a fu/Hcient numi^r, both 
of the Athenians and their dependents, were appointed 
to Ray behind and continue the blockade both by land 
and fca, they departed with the bulk of their forces, 
Thofe farther, who were left for this fcrvicc, (laid be- 
hind and continued the blockade. 

^ Alwut the fame time, the Argives, making an irrup- 
tion into Phiiafia, and caught in an ambufeade, laid 
for them by the Phliafians and their own exiles, were 
flaughtcred to the number of eighty. 

1 he Athenians, * by their excurfions from Pylus, 
committed many depredations on the Lacedaemonians, 
But thete had not influence enough upon the Lacedx- 
monians to caufe a renunciation of the peace, or a re- 
newal of the war. They oidy proclaimed, that “ their 
“ people had free leave to make reprifals on the Athe- 
“ nians.” ^ 

The Corinthians alfo had a war with the Athenians, 
on account of fomc private differences between them ; 

but the red of Pcloponnefus interfered not in the quar- 
rel. 

The Melians, farther, aflkultlng it by night, carried 
that part of the Athenian circumvallation which lay clofe 
to their market. 1 hey flew the guards who were polled 
there ; and, having gained a conveyance into the town 
lor provifions, and all neceffary (lores they could pro* 
cure by nwncy, they aficwards withdrew, and difeonti- 
nued ail efforts of icndancc : But the Athenians took 

care 
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care for the future to place a Wronger guard upon their 
works. And here the fumoier ended. 

In che*winter which followed, the Lacedasmonians 
drew out their forces in order to begin an expedition in- 
to Argia ; but, when the viftims, offered on the fron- 
tiers, boded 00 fucceii to the expedition, thef again 
withdrew. Yet the Argives, as fuch an invafion had 
been intended againif them, fufpedted it was owing to 
the intrigues of a faiflion within their city v fome 
of whom they immediately fecured, but the reft cfcaped 
by flight. 

About the fame time alfo, the Melians carried ano- 
ther part of the Athenian circumvallation, as the party 
by which it was guarded was not numerous. But, up- 
on fuch difturbanccs, a ftrong reinforcement was fent 
from Athens, under the command of Philocratcs, the 
fon of Demeas. The Melians were now clofcly invefted 
on all fidcs ; and, fome fehemes to betray the town be- 
ing in agitation amongft them, they thought proper to 
make a voluntary furrender. This they did “ at the dif- 

cretion of the Athenians i** who^putto death all they 
found within the place able to bear arms, and made the 
women and children (laves. The town they afterwards 
repeopled by fending thither a colony of five hundred. 


THE 
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][n the Tame winter, the Athenians came to a refolu. 
tion, CO make a fecond expedition againft Sicily, with a 
larger force than had been fent thither heretofore, under 
Laches and Eurymedon, and to attempt its total reduc> 
tion. The bulk of the people was, in truth, ignorant 
of the largencfs of tjie iOand, and of the multitude of 
the Grecians and Barbarians by whom it was inhabited ; 
ignorant, farther, that they were going to embark in a 
war, not much lefs conflderable than the Peloponnelian. 

The compafs of Sicily is little under eight days fail for 
a trading veflel; and, though it be fo large, it is fevered 
from the main-land, fo as not to be part of the conti- 
nent, by a gur, in breaSth but • twenty lladia. The 
manner in which it was inhabited in the earlieft ages 
was this i and the feveral nations which poflclTecl it 
theft. 

The Cyclops and Leftrigons arc faid to be the moft 
ancient inhabitants of fome part of this country i l)ut, 
from what flock they were derived, or from whence 
they came hither, or what is become of them fince, I 
have nothing to relate. Poetical amufements muft here 

* About z milet. 
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fuHice, or fuch information as every man picks up for 
his own ufe. 

The Sicanians appear to be the firft people who, 
next CO thofe, inhabited this country ; though, accord- 
ing CO cheir own accounts, chey are prior; kcaufe they 
claim to chemfelves the original tenure : But, according 
to the trueft difcoveries, they are found to have been I- 
berians, who were compelled to remove from the banks 
of the Sicanus, in Iberia, by the Libyans. And from 
them, at that time, this iAand received the name of Si- 
cania, haVing before been called Trinacria. They con- 
tinue, to this day, to inhabit the weftern parts of Sicily. 

After the taking of Troy, feme of the Trojans, who 
had efcaped the Achxans, arrive in their velTcls upon 
the Sicilian Ihore, and, forming a fettlement adjacent to 
the Sicanians, they all cook jointly the name ot Ely mi; 
and their cities were £ryx and EgeAa. They were aifo 
increafed by the accclTion ot fome Phocians from Troy, 
who, having firft been driven to Libya by a ftorm, 
pafled over afterwards from thence into Sicily. 

The Siculi pafted over firft into Sicily from Italy, for 
there they originally dwelled. They fled before the O- 
pici; and, as the ftory is told, not without probability, 
having obferved how the current fee within the ftraic 
and feized a favourable gale, they crofted over upon 
rafts, and perhaps by fome other methods. There are, 
even to this very day, a people |n Italy called Siculi ; 
and that region, in a fimilar manner, obtained its name 
of Italy from a certain Arcadian king, who bore the 
name of Icalus. Thefe, crofting into Sicily with for- 
midable numbers, and vanquifhing the Sicanians in bat- 
tle, drove them into the ibuthern and weftern parts, 
caufed the name of the iftand to be changed from Sica- 
aia to Sicily, fettled themfelves in, and kept pofteflion 
of, the richeft tra&s in the country, fince their paftage 
hither was near three hundred years earlier than the 
landing of any Grecians in Sicily. Nay, they continue, 

to 
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to thievery day, in poflcflion of tiie nudJiand and nordb* 
erly parts of the ifland. 

The Phomicians at^bihad fettlements quho fouird the 
coaft of Sicily. They feciared the capes on the fea and 
the fauU circumjacent ifles, for the lidce of tralS9king 
with the Sicilians. But, when the Grecians, in confi> 
derable numbers, began to crofs over and fix their refl* 
dence here, the Phoenicians abandoned their other fet- 
tlements, and, uniting together, feated chemfelves at 
Motya, and Sotoeis, and Panornnus, near to the Elymi) 
fecure of tlieir own continuance in thefe quarters fronat 
their fricndfhip with the Elymi, and becaufe, from this 
part of Sicily, the pafTage to Carthage is exceeding 
ihort. — So many were the barbarians leated in Sicily j 
and fuch the order of their fetilcmcnts. 

The firft Grecians who came hither were the ChalcU 
deans of Eubtsa, Thucles led the colony, which fet- 
tled at Naxus, and credled the altar of Apollo ttef 
Cuidet which is ftill to be feen without the city; and on 
which the depuiationSj fent from hence to the oracles^ 
offer facrifice before they begin their voyage. 

In the year following, Arebias, a Corinthian, of the 
race of Hercules, founded Syracule, having previoufly* 
expelled the Sicilians* out of that ifland on which the 
imer-dty is fcated, though now no longer wafhed round 
about by the fea. And, in procefs of rime, the upper-* 
city alfo, being taken in by a wall, became exceeding: 
populous. 

In the fifth year after the foundation of Syracufe,. 
Thucles and his Chalcidcans failied forth out of Naxus ^ 
and having, by force of arms, drove away the Sicilians^ 
they build Lcontiiim, and afterwards Catana. But the 
Cataneans thcmfcives declared Cvarchus their founder. 

About the fame point of time, Lamis alfo, leading « 
colony from Megara, arrived in Sicily, and planted themt 
on a fpot called Trotilus, upon the river Pamacias. Buty 
removing afterwards from thence to Leontium, he affo- 
ciatcdhimfelfalliorttime with the Cataneans lor the 

protedion 
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procc^ion of his party i yet, being ejected by thenn 
and then having founded Thapfus, he dies. Pits foU 
lowers, upon this, removed from Thapfus ) and, 
blon, a Sicilian king, betraying another pheemto their 
bands, and becoming himfdf their condudor, they fet- 
tied thofe Megareans who are called Hyblscanv and, af«» 
ter a continued poiTefFion of two hundred forty>five years, 
they were expelled out of their city and territory by Ge- 
Ion, tyrant of the Syracufans. Yet, before this ejecl> 
tnenC, about a hundred years after their lettleinenc 
there, tlfty had fent out Pammilus, and built the city 
of Selimis. Pammihis bad come thither more lately 
from Megara, their mother-city, and aflifled them in 
Oialcing this new fettlement at Selinus. 

Antiphemus from Rhodes, and Entiraiis from Crete, 
each leading a feparate cobny, founded Gela in con- 
juoAion, in the forty-bfth year after the foundation of 
Syracufe. The name of this new city was taken from 
the river Gela : Yet the fpot where the city now ftands, 
and which was firft walled round, is called LindiL But 
their polity was framed upon the Doric modtl. 

In the hundred and eighth year, as near as poHible, 
after this lall {etclement, the Geioans built Acragas, gi- 
ving the city its name from the river Acragas. They 
declared AriBonous and Pyftilus to be its founders, and 
gave it the civil inditutions ofGela. 

Zancle was originally founded by a band of pirates, 
who arrived th:Te from Cyme, a Chalcidic city in Opi- 
eia; though afterwards a numerous reinforcemeor, from 
Chalcis.and the red of Eubcea, joined them, and pof- 
feded that didrid in community. The founders were 
Ptricres and Cratsmenesj one of them from Cyme, 
the other from C halcis. But the name of Zancle was 
iird of all given it by the Sicilians, becaule in Oiape it 
bears refemblance to a feythe, and the Sicilians call a 
feythe But, inprocefsof rime, chefe people 

were driven from thence by the Samians and other lo- 
niani^ who, fiying from ihe.Mcdes,. had landed in. Sici«* 
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ly. And, after a fhort interval, Anaxilas, tyrant of the 
Rhegians, ejeded the Samians, repeoplcd the city with 
a number of mixed inhabitants, and changed its name 
to MelTene, in honour of the country from whence he 
was originally defeended. Himera alfo was founded 
from Zanclc by Euclides, and Simus, and Sacon. In- 
to this colony came alfo a very numerous body of Chal- 
cideans. Some exiles farther from Syracufe, who had 
been worfted in afedition, and were diftinguilhed by the 
liik of Miletidae, took up their refidence amongft them. 
Hence their dialert became a mixture of the Chalcidic 
and the Doric i but the Chalcidic model obtained in 
their civil inftitutions. 

Acras and Cafmenae were founded by theSyracufans) 
Acre feventy years after Syracufe, and Cafmenae near 
twenty after Acras. Camarina alfo was firll founded by 
the Syracufans, very nearly one hundred thirty-five 
years after the building of Syracufe: Its founders were 
Dafeon and Menecolus. But the Camarineans being af- 
terwards driven out by the arms of the Syracufans, bc- 
caufc of a revolt, in procefs of time, Hippocrates, ty- 
rant of Gela, received the lands of the Camarineans as 
a ranfom for fome Syracufan prifoners of war, and ta- 
king upon himfclf \o be their founder, replanted Ca- 
marina. Yet once more again it was demolifhed by 
Gclon i and replanted a third time by the fame Gelon. 
So many nations of Greeks and Barbarians inhabited Si- 
cily. ' 

An ifland fo large and fo populous the Athenians 
were paflionaiely bent on invading. Their trueft and 
final view was to compafs its total redurtion ; but the 
pretext, alledgcd for a colour, was their rcadinefs to 
fuccour fuch as by blood were related, or by prior alli- 
ances had been attached to them. An Egeitean cmbal> 
iy, npw refiding at Athens, laboured the point with all 
pofiible induftry, and with extraordinary earneftnefs 
prefled them to engage in it. For the EgeftMns, who 
bordered upon the Sdinuntians, had been embroiled in a 
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war with the latter, about fome connubial points, and a 
certain traft of land to which both laid claim. The 
Selinuntiane, farther, alTided by their Syracufan allies, 
prefTed hard upon them both by land and Tea. And 
hence, the Egcfteans were now fuggcfting at Athens, 
that “ they ought not to forget their alliance with the 
“ Leontines, made by Laches in the former war ;** re- 
queuing farther, that a naval force might be fent thither 
for their fuccour. To this purpofe many other argu- 
ments werealledged by them, but the principal was this: 
“ If the ‘Syracufans, who have overthrown the Leon- 
“ tines, be left in the unmolefted enjoyment of their 
“ conqueft, and proceed (till farther to deftroy the re- 
“ maining parties of that alliance, they will get into 
“ their hands the whole power of Sicily. Such an e- 
“ vent would be attended with the utmoft danger i left 
“ in confequence of it, as they were Doric by defeent, 
“ -they might think themfelves bound by the ties 
“ of blood to aflift with a powerful armament their kin- 
“ dred Dorians, and, in quality of colonies, might luc- 
“ cour thofe Peloponnefians by whom they were origi- 
“ nally planted, and thus form a combination to dc- 
“ molifh the Athenian empire. In policy, therefore, 
** the Athenians were obliged to fupporc the allies who 
“ yet remained, in order to make head againll the Sy- 
“ racufans ; and this the more readily, as they them- 
“ felves would undertake to fi^rnifh them with fums 
“ of money equal to the exigencies of the war.” With 
luchdifeourfe the Athenians were frequently entertained 
in their popular aflemblies, as the Egcftean embafta- 
dors, ftill urging their point, had gained many advo- 
cates to ftcond their arguments. And at length it was 
decreed, that “ embalfadors (hould be previoufly dif> 
“ patched toEgefta to infpedt the ftareof rheir Wealth, 
“ whether they had fuch fums as they talked of in the 
“ public ticalury and the temples •, and alfo to draw 
up a report of the preient polturc of their war againft 
VoL. 11. H “ the 
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“ the Sehnuntians/* And, in purluance of this, th( 
emhjflddors from the Athtnisns were ient to Sicily, 

The Lacedexmonians, in the fame wintet*, joined by 
their allies, thole of Corinth excepted, and marching 
into Argia, ravaged a fmal! part of that territory, and 
carried off the torn, having brought carriages for that 
purpofe. They alio removed the Argive exiles to Or- 
nea, and left them a Imall detachment from their maiti.. 
army for the fccurity of their peribns. A temporary 
truce being alfo made, during which the Orneatx and 
Argives were to abltain from all hoftilities againft one 
another, they drew off the army to their refpedive 
homes. 

However, not long after this, the Athenians arrived 
with thirty fail of Ihips and fix hundred heavy-armed. 
The Argives, in conjuniffion with the Athenians, took 
the field with all their ftrength, and befieged thofe in 
Ornea for the fpacc of a day. Bur, as at night the be- 
fiegns removed to a diftance in order for repofe, thofe 
of Ornea made their efcape. On the day following, 
the Argives, when fenfiblc of their ellape, levelled Or- 
nea with the ground, and then withdrew. And after- 
wards the Athenians re-embarked for Athens. 

The Athenians alfo threw in by Tea a party of horfe- 
men into Methore, a frontier-town on Macedonia. 
"W'lth thele, confiding of their own citizens and fuch 
Macedonians as had rrfuged among them, they harrafi 
fed the country belonging to Perdiccas. But the Lace- 
dxmonians lent a lunimons of aid for Perdiccas to the 
Chalcicieans of Thracp, who kept terms with the Athe- 
nians by truces renewed every tenth day : Thefc howe- 
ver refufed to inarch. J hus ended the winter, and with 
it the fixtec'nrh year of the war, of which T hucydides 
hath compiled the hiftory. 


YEAF 
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YEAR XVII.i 

IN the fucceeding fummer, very early in the fpring, the 
Athenian embaffadors returned from Sicily, accompa- 
nied by the F.gefteans. They brought fixty talents 
of uncoined filver, being a month’s pay for fixty fail 
of fliips, the equipment of which for fuccour they were 
inftrufted to folicit from the Athenians. Upon this, 
an aflcmbly of the people v/as called, and the reports 
of the Egillcan and their own embifladois were recei- 
ved, confiding of many points, jpecious indeed, but 
falfe in lad ; and, fo far as related to their treafure, 
that “ fums amp-le enough are already repofited in their 
“ temples and their public trealury.” In conlequencc 
of this, a decree was made, that “ a fleet of fixty Ihips 
“■ Ihould lail for Sicily ; the commanders, Alcibiaues, 
“ the Ion of Clinias, Nicias, the fon ot Niceratus, and 
“ • Lamachus the fon ot Xenophanes, to be mvelled 
*’ with full powers to adl at their own tlilcrction. The 

J Before Chrlfl 41 5, 

♦ Lamachus, the third in thi-, c yn'miiTien, fc-ms tf. havr been p’ch?d cut for the 
commtnd for tf>c pt c ilia*. of h s o'vn cm .clcr, >vtKh was a proper 

mean between the catitiou^ p' it'gnnr c i/pjf.won < t Xur and tftc ri“r\ iin>etu- 
ous aidour of Al<ibuder>. Iiu »vas row . to Eu ti*ch, a !>nve '.dd experien- 
ced officer. In itis youth lie h^d hvcn fs,r htai a? li T.rc , a ient^sh o' Icr- 

\ife and vcais 1 an tnellowtJ h.tn 'i.c icinp.:, to d he* ».-( *utLii u.d, and 
then gallant!) to c^rry th*: p inC intvi cxtintiofi. Eitt^in, h: w ' ’"-d tlu means 
•f prOT crly liipprrtijjg the ariwhonty and oignjty of i.js [ < R. Me wis now rs.ikcd 
with two of the moR wealthy and noble Athenians ; \vl*tie. s hi? own t-nditi n wis 
Jow ; nay, he was (accoiding l** Pl '.tarch^ f) rxcecdirg'y p^ r, that, be o’^c he went 
ro any f )'’c!gQ ct mmani), he was uied to petition the >/?.'. for a Irt'c n*on;y to tur- 
nifh him our, and C\en to buy 111 111 Tome fhors. M;. in his nctcs on Thucy^- 

cidfi, refers u« for his char. e^cr to a comedy of ArlRoohancs e vV r/r * j 
"h.it is, toeriquiT-c niter th,: chiraOeroi a plain blunt ithocr from a pr* iv'R'i droll, 
Of to feeic truth fiom hnn who r.douled all mankind. Aiiiiophancs hat. lepreiciu- 

L^mach is s>.i \.iin g.v)i.v.us rcoiup ouily, a meii* thin’ ot aims, a ct vc- 

' *1 pomp and piradf ; cor.»r rv to .ill the vjuth of I’lftoiy. who l,\e by 

burning great and g* cd rrn nditule, fhculd nr> t im' rr, koiicJ g k'J ev.dente as 
'> the truth and lealiiy ol chiMChrs, when h'Roiy oill.r.tk. 

1 i 


wliole 
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“ whole armament to a^k as an aid to the Egifteans a- 
“ gainft the Selinuntians i to replace aifo the Leontines 
“ in their former habitations, if the ftate bf the war 
“ gave them leifure to execute that fervice t and to 
“ manage all other points in Sicily as they (bould judge 
“ moft beneficial for the Athenian intereft 

But, the fifth day after this, another aflcmbly of the 
people was held upon the ways and means to expedite 
the equipment of the fleet, and by proper decrees to 
fupply the commanders with what might bereqoifitc to 
accelerate their departure. Nicias, who againft his will 
had been named for a commander, was perfuaded that 
the public determinations were rafli and premature, 
fince, on fliort examination, and motives merely fpe- 
cious, they were bent on the total reduftion of Sicily,— 
an arduous undertaking ! Now therefore he flood up 5 
and, having a mind to flop proceedings, he advifed the 
Athenians as follows ; 

“ I A M aware that the prefent aflTembly is held to 
“ concert the means of expediting our preparations, 
“ and to get all in readinefs for the expedition to Sicily. 
“ But, in my fentiments, we ought once more to re- 
“ fume the confideration of the previous point, “ Whe- 
“ ther upon the whole it be advifeable to equip out 
“ fuch a fleet and nor, by ralh and premature re- 
“ folves on points t.f luch vaft importance, through 
“ too cafy compliance with foreign folicitaiions, to em- 
“ broil ourfelvcs in an unnccelTary war. For my own 

part, truly, I am invefted with honour by the prefent 
“ meafures, and no man upon earth is fo little anxious 
“ about his own perfonal fafety. But at the fame time 
“ I pronounce that perfon to be a valuable member 
“ of the public, who makes ufe of all his prudence to 
“ prclcrvc his own life and property : For fuch an one, 
“ purely for his own private benefit, muft be dtfirous 
“ that the public welfare flourifh and abound. But, 
“ however, neither in the preceding affemblies could 

** the 
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“ the preeminence of honour awarded to me bias me to 
“ fpeakin contradiftion to my judgement •, nor (hail it 
** bias me at prefent; but what I think tends mod to 
the public good, that only lhall 1 utter. 

** I am alfo fenflbie, that what I can urge may have 
** but little influence on Athenian tempers, when I at- 
“ tempt perfuading you to fecure what you already 
poflefs, and not to hazard the prefent for things invi- 
“ Able and future ; but that your eagernefs is quite un- 
“ feafonable ; and that the ends, which you too fan- 
“ guinely propofe, arc not eafy to be accomplifhcd ; — 
“ thefe things I lhall clearly demooftrare. 

“ To this purpole I aver, that, if the intended expe- 
dition proceeds, you are going to leave many ene- 
“ mies behind you here, and to cake the moft certain 
“ method of fetching hither more numerous opponents, 
“ You imagine, perhaps, that the late peace will be 
firmiy and conftantly obferved j though it is merely a 
“ nominal peace, and that only lb long as you remain 
“ inadive. Nay, fuch it hath been made by the con- 
“ dud of fome even of our own community. And, 
** Ihould any confidcrable force of ours have the 
“ unhappineis to fink under hoftilc efforts, our old 
“ enemies will be fuddenly upon 'us; fince merely by 
“ calamities they were reduced to an accommodation, 
“ and, in a manner more difgraccful to ihcmfelves than 
“ to us, were nccelfitated to tr^t. In the next place, 
“ we have found, that in the treaty itlelf many arti- 
“ cles are Hill controverted. There are, farther, di- 
“ vers Statesy and thofe by no means the wcakeft, 
“ who have not accepted the accommodation \ but, on 
** the contrary, are ftill in arms againft us j whilft o- 
“ thers are inhibited merely by ten-day truces, ^ind that 
“ only becaufe the Lacedaemonian meafuresare hither- 
“ to pacific. But fuddenly perhaps, when once they 
“ find our ftrength divided, the very meafute into 
“ which we arc now precipitating ourfelves, they may 
“ fall upon us in a general combination, augmented by 

H 3 “ the 
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** the ftrengih of Sicily, whofe acccflion to their for- 
“ mcr conicdcracy they would have been glad to pur- 
“ chaie at any price. On thefe poflibilitics we are 
“ bound fedately to rcflca, that we may not plunge a 
“ S(ate, fo highly exalted, into fupcrfluous dangers, nor 
♦* fondly covet to wreft their empire from the hands 
“ of others before we have adequately infured our 
own : Since the Chalcideans of Thrace, though fo 
“ many years are now elapied fince they firft revolted, 
“ are not yet reduced ; and fome other States on the 
“ continent render us only a precarious obedience. 

« Yr t--“ to the Egelicans, our old allies, who are 
«* injiiiioufly opprefled, we are bound in honour to fend 

“ a moft (peedy luccour.” And, in the mean time, 

we continue to defer avenging ourfclves upon thofe, 
whole revolt from us is of long ftanding now, and 
whofe injuftice we are dill obliged to fulfer. I’hough 
“ the latter, cou.d we once bring them back to ihefr 
“ duty, we might ealiiy controuT for the future : But 
“ the former, fhould we ever become their mafters, re* 
“ mote and numerous as they are, we fhould not with- 
“ out difficulty be able to awe. It muft be madnefs, 
“ therefore, to invade that people, whom, though con- 
“ quered, you can never retain in their obedience; 
“ and who, in cafe the attempt againft them tnifearry, 
“ will for the future be much more difaflrc^l’ed towards 
“ you than they were before that attempt was made. 

“ But It is farther my real opinion, that the Sicilians, 
“ as their affairs are now cuxumllantiatcd, would bc- 
“ come lefs formidable to us, if once reduced to the 
“ Syracufan yoke •, — and yet on this remote coniingcn- 
“ cy the Egedeans have chiefly infided, in order to a- 
** larm ifs Perhaps no^v it may come to pafs, that its 
“ Angle Stales may combine againd us to gratify the 
“ Lacedaemonians : But, in the other cafe, it is quite 
“ improbable tiiat an united empire would hazard its 
own welfare to deniolifh another. For if, afting 
“ from a political precaution, they may fide with the 

“ Pcloponntfians 
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“ Peloponnefians to overturn our empire, thofe very 
“ Peloponnefians may probably, from the fame princi- 
“ pie, concur with us to demolifli the Sicilian. As 
“ for us, the Grecians there may have reafon to dread 
“ us moft if we go not at all amongft them ; and, 
“ what is next to that, if wc only g:vc them a fight 
of our power for a Ihort time, and then withdraw. 

♦* But if, ading offenfively, we Incur mifearriage, they 
“ will inftantly defpife us, and join our neighbouring 
“ foes to annoy us here. For things that are placed 
** moft remotely from us, as likewife thofe which yield 
“ no opportunity of adjufting our opinion of them by 
“ experience, fuch, it is univerfally known, are moft 
“ apt to excite admiration. Rcfledf, ye citizens of A- 
thens, that your prefent elevation of fpirits is owing 
“ to yourfuccefs againft the Lacedaemonians and allies. 
“ You crouched for fear under their firft attacks ; til), 
” having gained the fuperiority over them, to their utter 
“ difappointment, you inftantly derailed them. And 
“ now, nothing lefs than Sicily can content you. We 
“ by no means ought to be too much buoyed up by the 
diljfters of our foes, but only to bcio far confident as 
“ we arc able to awe their intriguing tempers. We ought 
“ to aferibe no other view to the Lacedaemonians, than 
“ a vigilant care to feize the firft opportunity of wiping 
“ off their difgrace by giving us a blow, and thus reco- 
“ vering their former rcputat*on ; and that they are 
“ moft carneft on accomplilhing this, fince, from time 
immemorial, the glory of.military valour hath been 
“ their warmeft, moft prevailing, palfion. Our welfare 
“ theieforc, if wc knew in what our welfare confifls, 
“ b/ no means fummons us to enter the lifts in be- 
“ half of the Egefteans of Sicily, who to us are mere 
" barbarians; but to exert our utmoll vigilance to 
“ guard our own conftitutioti from oligarchical in- 
“ croachments. 

“ My duty obligcth me alfb to remind you, that wc 
“ have had but a Ihort refpitc to breathe from the ha- 

H 4 “ vod 



104 THE PELOPONNESIAN WAk. B.VL 
voc made amongft us by peftiicncc and war, and 
to repair ihc prodigious wafte of our fortunes and 
“ our lives. Thefe, according to aI^thc rules of equi- 
“ ty, fliould be referved for our own domcftic exigen- 
** cies, and not be lavilhed away on a fee of fugitives, 
“ who implore our protcdlion, and arc bound in intc- 
reft to icU fpccious falfehoods j though, whilft plun^ 
ging their neighbours inro hazards, they have no- 
** thing but words to contribute *, and, ihould we re- 
drefs them, know not how to be grateful j but, in 
** cafe we mifearry in the attempt, muft involve their 
friends in their own deftrudion. 

** If there be, farther, a perfotty who, elevated with 
his own drfignation to the command, incites you 
“ carneftly to fail; heedful of nothing but his own pri- 
“ vate views, nor qualified by his years for fo important 
“ a truft;' if his pafiion be merely to excite admiration 
“ for his fine breed ol horfes, or, by the gains of hhs 
“ commifiion, to repair the havoc of his fortune caufed 
“ by prodigality; I conjure you to afford no fuch per- 
** fon an opportunity to niaKe a fplendid figure at the 
“ expence of your country : But reft convinced, tha: 
“ men of fuch a turn will be corrupt in public office, 
“ as they are bad oeconomifts in private life ; that the 
“ enterprize in hand is a very arduous truft, far bc- 
yond fuch meafurcs or luch exploits as a ftripling can 
“ devife or execute. 

“ I own myfelf intimidated by that crowd of youths 
‘‘ who fit by this perjm and abet his fchemes. 1 am 
hence obliged to implore the men of years and expe- 
rience, who happen to fit near them, by no means to 
r appearance of pufillanimity, which, in 

cafe this decree of war be revoked, might be objec- 
ted to them ; by no means to indulge the fame raw 
paffions by which boys arc aduated, fo as to dote 
‘‘ upon remote contingencies. You, gentlemen, by 
t convinced, that fuccels exceedingly 

/cldoDi rcfulcs from hot and Janguine prefumption, 
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but mod frequently from calm and prudent delibera- 
“ tion. In behalf, therefore, of your country, which 
“ is now on the brink of more critical dangers than e- 
** ver it was known before, hold up your hands in op* 
** polltion, and fupport what 1 am going to move ; 
“ namely, — That “ the Sicilians, confining themfelves 
“ within their prefent limits, which we do not pretend 
** to abridge, with free navigation along the coaft 
** of the Ionian gulf, and tranra(fting their own affairs 
** at large through the whole extent of the Sicilian Teas, 
** be at liberty to take care of their own concerns with- 
“ out any moleftation :** — And, in particular, to return 
“ the Egefteans the following anfwer Since, 

“ without the privity of the Athenians, they have al- 
“ ready involved thcmfelves in a war againft the SclU 
nuntians, let them alfo, without the concurrence 
“ of the Athenians, bring it to a conclufion : That, 
moreover, we fhall form no alliance for the future, 
“ as hath formerly been the cafe, with men whofe indi- 
“ reft behaviour we muft be forced to abet, though, 
“ when we itand in need of reciprocal afliftance from 
“ them, we (had get none at ail.” 

“ And you, fir, who at prefent prefide in this aifem- 
** bly, if you arc conlcious that it is your duty to fu- 
** perintend the public welfare, if you are defirous to 
“ behave like a worthy patriot, put the queflion, and 
** call upon the Athenians oni;e more to give their 
“ votes. And, in cale you are afraid to aft contrary 
“ to order, in propofing what is counter to a former 
“ decree j refleft that, when lo great a crowd of wit- 
" nefifes arc at hand to juflify the Itep, you only aft the 
“ part of a phyiician to your country, which hath fwal- 
“ lowed down pernicious counfcls •, and that he bell 
“ difchargech the duty of firft magiftrate, who will 
“ render to his country ail the fervice he is able j at 
“ Icaft, with his eyes open, will never fufi^cr it to be 
hurt.” 


In 
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In this manner Nicias delivered his fentimcnts. But 
the far greater part of the Athenians who were prefent 
declared for the expedition, and againft the repeal of 
what had been already decreed. Some however there 
were, who made a fruitlcfs oppofition. 

The perfon who (hewed moll ardour, and preffed them 
moll earneftly to proceed, was Alcibiadcs, the fon of 
Cliniasi partly from a refolution to oppofe Nicias, with 
whom, in other political points, he generally clalhcd, 
and becaufe he had calumnioully glanced at him in his 
fpeech-, but, principally, becaufe he was ambitious of 
being at the head of this expedition. He prefumed, 
that not Sicily only, but Carthage aUb, might be re- 
duced by himfelf ; and, when he (hould be the author 
of fo great a fucceis, that he mud needs abound in 
wealth and glory. His credit was great, at prefent, a- 
mongd the citizens ; but the warmth of his pallloils 
threw him into larger expences than his fortune could 
fupport, being fumptuous in every article of life, and 
cipccially in horfes. And it was chiefly by him that the 
final overthrow of Athens was at length occafioned. 
For the bulk of the city, alarmed at the great irregula** 
rity of his private life, the exceHivc luxury of his drels 
and diet, as alfo at that greatnefs of fpirit which he 
(hewed in every Angle branch of his condudl, turned 
out enemies to him as . man who affedlcd the tyranny. 
And though, when in public commands, he conduced 
the war wuh the utmod bravery, yet, at home, each 
(ingle citizen was chagrined at his manners, and difpla- 
ctd him to make room for others, which foon drew af- 
ter it the fubverfion of the Upon this occaAon, 

therefore, Alcibiades flood up, and advifed the Athe- 
nians as follows : 

“ YES; to me, ye citizens of Athens, in preference 
“ toothers, this command is due;— for with this I 

mud needs begin, Ance on this point Nicias hath at- 

“ tacked 
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“ tacked mcj^and I alfo judge myfelf defervingof the 
** cruft. In regard to thofe things which have caufed * 
me to be fo loudly cenfured; thofe very things give 
** fplendor to my anceftors and to myfelf, and are of 
public emolument alfo to my country. The great 
** magnificence I difplayed at the Olympic folemnities 
** hath raifed in the Grecians an idea of Athens far be- 
“ yond its aftual ftrengih; though, previous to this, 
they entertained the hope of being able totally to war 
her down, For I am the man who brought feveft 
“ chariots thither, more than any private pcrfon ever 
“ furnilhed out before} who carried off the firft, and 
“ the fecond, and the fourth, prize; and, in all other 
“ refpeds, fupported my quality as a vidlor. Such 
things, it mull be owned, are declared to be honour 
“ by the laws of Greece; and, whenever atchicved, 

“ they leave a high opinion of power behind them. 
The fplcndid figure I have made at home, whether 
“ in exhibiting entertainments for the public, or any o- 
“ ther method of munificence, may naturally excite the 
“ envy of Athenians, but are to Itrangers inftances of 
“ our grandeur. And that man’s extravagant fpirit is 
“ not ufclefs to the public, who, at his own private 
“ cxpence, does fcrvicc not mcrc;ily to himfelf, but to 
“ a whole community. Nor can it imply injuftice, for 
“ a perlbn, whofe lentiments are generous and exalted, 

** to foar above the ordinary levfel; fince, (hould he af- 
** icrwards be reduced to a ftate of depreflion, no m.:n 
“ is to (hare in his reverfe of fortune. As therefore in 
“ calamity we are not to expcdl even civil falutations, 

“ let others in the mean time fubmit, as in jullicc they 
ought, totfiat afluming behaviour which profperity 
“ infpircth ; or, at lead, let equality of demeanor be 
“ firft Ihewn by him who demands it as a debt from an- 
other. 1 am indeed aware, that perfons 'of fuch un- 
common elevation, and all in general, who, in fomc 
** fplendid qualities, outfliine the crowd, mull, fo long 
** as they live, be the objebls of fplccn, chiefly to thofe 
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** who claim equality with themj and, in the next 
• ** place, to thofc amongft whom they are converfant ; 
** And yet, to fuccecding generations, they leave an 
“ ambition of claiming affinity to them, though quite 
“ groundlefs and chimerical ; and to their country, 
“ whatever it be, the haughty boaft, that they were 
** not aliens, were not offenders, but citizens of its own 
growth, and patriots of true renown and worth. Of 
** fuch reverfionary honours I own myfelf ambitious j 
“ and, in order to fucceed in the purfuit, have ever 
“ rendered my name illuftrious in private life; and, as 
to my public behaviour, refleft, Athenians, whether 
*« I am inferior to any perfon whatever, in performing 
** good fcrviccs to my country. Fori am the perfon, 
who, without throwing you into hazard or expence, 
have brought the ftrongeft powers of Peloponnefus 
“ to ad in your concurrence v who reduced the Lace- 
** daemonians to ftake their all upon the fortune of onto 
“ day at Mantinea. It is true, they came off vidori- 
“ ous from theconteft; but have not even yet fo far 
refumed their fpirits as to dare toad offenfivcly. 

Such are the exploits which my greener years, nay 
even that unnatural giddinefs imputed to me hath ai^ 
** chieved; which, l^y infinuating language, hath made 
the Peloponnefian ftrength to ply before it, and, gi- 
** ving energy to my frantic humour, hath now perfua- 
ded the world thatnt is no longer to be dreaded* 
“ Whilft, therefore, I flourilh in this manner, whilft 
“ Nicias yet continues to be efteemed fortunate^ 
“ lay hold of that fervice we are each of us able to per- 
“ form; and by no means repeal the decree of our ex- 
“ pedition to Sicily, as if intended againft a people we 
are not able to encounter. 

“ For in Sicily the cities fwarm with crowds of pro- 
mifeuous difunited inhabitants, inhabitants for ever 
“ ufed to fudden revolutions and to perpetual fludoa- 
“ tions. And hence, not one of thole crowds is equip- 
“ ped with fuch arms as are requifuc to defend a native 
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foil, or to fccurc even pcrfonal fafety *, nor is the re- 
•* gion fupplied with the needful (lores of rcfiftance. 
“ It is thi^ habit of each, either to exccure his purpofe 
“ by artful language, or to wreft it from the public by 
“ fedicion. Thefe are all his refources*, and, if they 
** fail, at the word, he barely (hifts his habitation. Ir 
“ is therefore improbable that a rabble, fo jumbled to- 
“ gether, will ever be unanimoufly guided by one con- 
“ certed plan, or combine together for its juft execu- 
** tion. Each moment they will be veering about to 
•* fuch expedients as happen mod to foothe their ca- 
“ price*, and the more, upon account of thefe feditions, 
“ in which, we are informed, they are already cm- 
“ broiled. 

“ Their number of heavy -armed, it mud alfo be ob- 
*« ferved, is not fo large as the pompous accounts of 
“ fame have made it; nor does the fum total of the 
Grecians amongft them turn out foconfiderable as each 
“ city hath computed for her own. But Greece, in 
“ this manner ever addifted mod terribly to belie her 
** own numbers, hath been found, in the prefenc war, 
” fcarcc able to provide herfelf with arms. 

** Such, according to the bed informations I have 
“ been able to collect, is the prefint condition of |f- 
“ fairs in Sicily. Nay, there are means within oup 
“ reach dill more to facilitate i s reduction. For we 
“ (hall obtain the concurrence i f many barbarians fcat- 
“ cd there, who, from inveteracy againd the Syracu* 
fans, will join us to attack them. Neither can any 
** obdacles accrue from the (ituation of our affairs near-* 
** er home, if you only view it in the jud and proper 
“ light. 

“ The bravery of our fathers, though oppofed by tlic 
“ very fame enemies, who at prefent, it is urged, 
“ fhould wc fail for Sicily, mud be left behind us, 
“ though oppofed by all the power of the Mede, ereided 
this our empire, by the fols refourceof their fuperi<< 
“ Ority in naval power. The JVlownnelians, farther, 

“ hare 
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'* iiftvc never had Icfs hopes of being a match for us than 
“ at this very juncture, even though their ftrength be in 
*♦ ail its maturity of vigour. It is true, they^have it 
ever in their option to make inroads into our dominU 
“ ons, even though we wave this expedition; but, at 
i( they never can be able to hurt us : The fleet we 
« (hall leave behind will he amply fufficient to make 
“ head againft them. 

By what plaufible arguments, therefore, can we e»* 
“ cufe our behaviour, (hould we now pufillanimoufly 
“ dcfift? whatevafion can we find to deny our'eonfedo* 
rates the iuccour they demanded? We are bound in 
« honour, by the oaths we have fworn, to undertake 
their redrel's. Unavailing is the pretext, that they 
have never done fuch go^ offices for us. Our alli- 
“ anre with them was not made on the condition of their 
« failing hither to bring us fuccour, but of giving fuch 
“ full employ to our enemies there, as might effeduu 
ally deter them from coming hither. The ready 
** road to empire, as not Athenians only, but every 
“ people who haverilen to a fummit of power, by ex- 
“ perience know, is ever to fuccour thofe who implore 
“ our proteftion, whether they be Greeks or barba- 
“ rians. For, had ir been the confl;ant method to che* 
“Vifh indolent inactive meafurcs, or minutely to liti- 
** gate who in jufliceiought to be protefted, the cn- 
“ largement of our empire had been but tr fling, or ra- 
** thcr we had been Itable to the lofs of oui original 
“ portion. For a S/au invefted with fuperior power 
“ is not only openly oppolcd in the field, but recourfe 
“ is bad to every precaution to prevent their appear- 
“ ance in it. Neither is it in our power to preferibe cx- 
“ aft or arbitrary limitations to our own empire *, but 
“ we arc by ncccffity compelled to cabal againfl; {bme, 
** and with a high hand to keep others in fobjeftion ; 
“ bccaufe, (hould we relax our command over others* 
“ we endanger our own authority, and thofe we will 
“ not awe may become our mafters. Nor, farther, 

** ought 
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“ ought peace to be fo much the ohjed of regard to 
“ you as it is to other people, unlefs you new-model 
“ youjygovernmcnt, and .^nder it conformable to that 
** of your neighbours. 

** Weigh therefore thefe arguments ; and be convin- 
“ ced, that thus only our intcrelt is capable of any con- 
*• fiderable advancement,— if we proceed againft Sicily, 
“ and execore the expedition in order to dejeft the 
“ haughty Pclojx>nnefian fpirit, by fo plain an inltance 
« how much we defpife them, how little fond we are at 
“ prefent of this inadive interval, and how eager to 
begin again with a Sicilian voyage. And, by ading 
“ thus, there is probability on our fide, that, in cale 
“ we fubdue the people there, we may gain the fove- 
“ reignty over all Greece*, or, at worft, we lhall de- 
“ prels the Syracufan power : The latter point alone' 
•• will be an important fervice to ourlcives and our al- 
** lies. But, in cafe any mcalure ot fuccels attends u«, 
“ our (hips will enable us tofeciire our acquifitions, or 
at word our departure : For, though the whole body 
“ of the Sicilians combine together againft us, we (hall 
be aWoIute mafters of our own retreat. 

“ Let not thcref^ij-e the words of i\ icias, calculated 
merely for tlie fcrvice of floih, to raife difleniions 
“ between the young and the old, difconcert your plan. 

But let the ufual decorum /take place, obfervant 
“ of which our forefathers, at 'vhofe confulrations both 
the (eniors and the youths afiillcd, exalted this State 
*• to its prcfcnt height j and do you now, adhering to 
“ ;he cltablilhcd pradice, endeavour its farther cxalta- 
** don. Remember alfo, that youth and age, ifdcbar- 
“ red one another’s reciprocal afliilance, lofe all their 
“ influence and weight ; that, on the other hand, from 
“ the wildnels of youth, and the moderation of the 
“ middle-aged, and the confummare prudence of the 
** old, when tempered harmonioufly together^ the moft 
perfed ftrength muft infallibly rclulc j that a State, 
** which fupincly gives way to floth, like other things 

“ for 
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“ for want of cxcrcife, muft infallibly droop and pine 
away» and the whole of her fkill grow old and obfo* 
“ letc i but, when inured to uninrerrupted conoid, it 
** is continually improving by practice, and will gain a 
“ perfeft habit of furmounting every obilacle •, not by 
“ a parade of words, but by adive perfevcrancc. 

“ Upon the whole 1 am firmly convinced, that a 
“ State^ which hath been accuftomed to full employ, 
muft foon droop into deftrudion if it refigns itfelf to 
“ floth i and that fuch perfons take the beft method 
“ of infallibly fecuring their welfare, who adhere mod 
fteadily to their prefent cuftoms and laws, though 
“ pofllbly better might be fubftituted in their ftead,” 

In this manner Alcibiades fpoke. And the Athe- 
nians, moved by his arguments,—— - which were alfo fe- 
conded by the intreaties of the Egeftean and Leontine 
exiles, who, (landing forth in the alfembly, implored 
their protedion, and, reminding them of their oaths, 
adjured them toredrels their wrongs, — declared for the 
expedition with a warmer zeal than at any time before, 
Nicias was convinced by this, that whatever difluafioni 
he could allecigc would be quite incapable to change 
their rcfolv^s. Yet as poffibly, oy a minute detail 
of the immenfe preparations he was going to demand, 
he might caufc them at ',mce to change their feniiments, 
he flood up again, and |e-addrcffcd them as follows : 

“ I PERCEIVE, Athenians, that your refolutione 
“ are fixed on this expedition beyond the power o^dif- 

“ fuafion ; and may its event be fuch as your wifties 

** portend ! But I (hall once more beg leave to com- 
** municate to you my own fenfe of the affair. 

According to the beft informations I have been a- 
bic to procure, we arc now going to invade a num- 
“ ber of ptAverfuI cities, cities independent of one an- 
“ other, nor Handing in need of public revolutions, 
which people who cringe under the yoke of flavery 

** might 
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might readily embrace, in order to render their con- 
“ dition more fupportable. Nor is it, farther, to be 
” prefuirr^, that they will readily exchange their own 
« liberty for fubjedlion to us, as they are numerous, at 
“ lead for one ifland, and many of them inhabited by 
“ Grecians. For, without reckoning Naxus and Ca- 
•« tana, which I hope, upon account of their affinity to 
“ the Lcontincs, will fide with us, there are no lefs than 
“ feven provided in all refpefts with as good martial ha- 
“ biliments and ftores as our own armies •, and more 
« particularly thofe againft which we chiefly bend our 
“ courfe, Selinus and Syracufe. Thefe cities abound with 
“ foldiers heavy-armed, with archers, and with darters, 
“ They have a great number of triremes, and plenty 
“ of hands toman them. I'hey poflTels a large quanti- 
“ ty of wealth, not only in private purfes, but in their 
“ public treafuries. So rich are even the Selinuntians. 
“ And to the Syracufans, farther, a tribute is paid by 
“ fcvml barbarians. But the points, in which they 
“ moft of all excel us, are, that numerous cavalry 
“ of which they are poflTcflred, and corn of their own 
growth fufficient to anfwer all demands without fo- 
“ reign importations. An armameij^t, therefore, fim- 
“ ply naval, will by no means be fu^'iicient to cope wdth 
“ fuch a ftrength. A large land fierce mud accompa- 
** ny the naval, if we are defirou^'. of performing fuch 
' ' '^tchievements as may be worthy the greatnefs of our 
n, and would not be debarred an opportunity 
dingby their numerous cavalry. And this will 
“ . more needful, fliould the cities, alarmed at 

“ ou. proach, combine together againd us, and no 

“ other triends but the Egedeans join us, or fupply us 
“ with a body of cavalry fufficient to countenance our 
landing. It would be a terrible difgrace, thould we 
“ be compelled by force to give over our defign, or to 
fend for a larger fupply, as if our councils at fiid fet- 
“ ling-out were rafh and ill-concerted. We mud deer 
** at once againd them with preparations in all relpeds 
VOL. II. I “ Wtll- 
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“ well-proportioned to the defign, fince we know that we 
“ are bound to a land far remote from our own, and 

are under many difadvantages to grap^t jvith our 
“ foes. It will not be now your employment ^o march 
“ to the relief of your dependents fcatcd near to A- 
“ thens againft a hollile invafion, where all the needful 
“ fupplies would be brought to your camp out of the 
“ territories of friends ; but you are to roam to a dif- 
“ tant climate, where you cannot call one inch of ground 
“ your own, and from whence, in the four winter months, 
“ vou will fcarcely be able to fend a meilcnger to A- 
“ thens. 

“ In my opinion, therefore, it is incumbent upon us 
“ to carry thither large parties of heavy-armed, to be 
“ raifed out of our own citizens, our allies, and our 
“ dependents, and an additional ftrength of Pelopon- 
** nefians, if we are able to procure it by pcrfuafion or 
“ by pay. Our archers and (lingers muft be alfo hu- 
** merous, that we may be able to make good our dc- 
“ feent in fpite of the Sicilian horfe. We muft alfo be 
“ attended by fupernumerary vcITcls, that we may be 
“ enabled with greater cafe to fetch in necelTaries for 

our army. \Ve muft alfo carry with us from A- 
” thens, in our tenders, a great quantity of corn, fuch 
“ as wheat and fttrley, parched j with bakers, fome 
“ of whom, for certain wages, muft be obliged to 
“ grind, that, if our armament lie any where weather- - 
** bound, we may not (land in need of the neceflarier 
“ of life : For, fo numerous as we muft be, it will not 
“ be polTible for every city to receive us. AH '..iher 
“ provifions muft be laid in by ourfelves to the utmoft 
“ of our power, and we mutt truft for nothing to the 
“ care of others. 

“ But what concerns us mod is, to carry from hence 
“ a fund of money as ample as we can raife. As for 
** that, which the Egefteans pretend is already laid up 
“ for our ufe, conclude it to be fo only fo far as words 
“ arc current. For, unlcl's we fet out from Athens, 

« no 
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“ not barely provided as well as thofe we are to encoun- 
it ter,— — bur> equality in ftrengih for battle alone ex- 
** cepted;’*in all other refpcdls far furpafling them in e- 
very needful appointment, — we fliall hardly be able 
“ to reduce who are to be reduced, or even to protedt 
“ who are to be protefted. We Ihould regard 
“ ourfelves in the charadler of people who are going to 
“ feek a new fettlement among aliens and enemies 1 
“ and, as fuch, are neceffitated to render themfelves 
“ vidlors of the fpot the very day they land } or to 
** reft aftured, if they then inifcarry, that the whole 
of that region will be in arms againft them. Of this 
** 1 own mylelf afraid ; againft this I am convinced that 
“ by repeated confultations we ought timely to pro- 
** vide; and, after all, muft truft ftill farther to the 
** goodnefs of our fortune, hazardous, as we are but 
“ men. Yet hence, I Ihould be glad to fet out in this 
“■ enterprize with as little occafion as pollible to rely on 
uncertain fortune, and to be amply provided with e- 
“ very expedient for a fuccelM expedition i For thefe, 
** to my apprehenfion, are the readied means to lecure 
“ the public welfare, and the fafety of us who are dcfti- 
“ ned lor the voyage. But, if any man thinks my 
“ reafons chimerical, I am ready ^‘to refign my com- 
“ mand to his fuperiof abilities.” f 

In this manner Nicias delivered ^himfelf, with a view, 
"Oible, to difcourage the Athenians from proceeding, 
ift a demand of articles rcquifite to the defign ; 
ift, that, in cafe he muft be obliged to under- 
take .. fcrvice, he might fet out with fuch ample expe- 
dients of fccurity. 

Yet all this bulky and embarrafling demand of ap- 
pointments could not raife in the Athenians the lead a- 
vcrfion to the expedition, but rather fattened their ea- 
i'Crnefs upon it more intenfcly than ever ; and Nicias 
prevailed on that fide of the quertion where he hoped to 
lave been defeated. It was now univerlalJy agreed, 

I 2 that 
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that his advice was juft and proper ; and, if obeyed, the 
expedition muft be attended with all imaginable fecuri- 
ty. All ranks of men were now equally fcixtil^with a 
fondnefs for the voyage : For, fuch as were advanced in 
years were confident that a career of fuccefs muft attend 
the enterprize, and that fo formidable an armament 
could not polTibly mifearry ; the younger fort were ani- 
mated with the defire of feeing fo remote a clime, and 
gratifying at large the curiofity of their tempers, alTu- 
red that fafety woidd attend their courfei^thc bulk 
of the populace and the foldiery in general were pleafed 
with their prefent afllgnmentof pay, and the hope of en- 
larging dominion, which would afford them perpietual 
employ and fubfiftence. The paflions of the generality 
were for thtfe caufes fo vehemently elated with the pro- 
jedf, that fuch as could by no means approve were a- 
fraid to oppofe it by a vote, left they might be cenfu- 
fed as men who malevolently oppofed the public glory. 
And by this all oppofition was efifedually quafhed. 

At length, a certain Athenian, ftanding forth from 
amongft the crowd, and calling aloud upon Nicias, told 

him, “ He muft no longer caft about forcvafions, 

“ nor meditate delays •, but declare exprcfsly, now, in 
the prefcnce of trtem all, the particulars of the prepa- 
“ rations which the Athenians Ihould vote him.” 

Nicias, though foi^iy at his heart, was obliged to re- 
ply, — That, “ in order to be exad, he ought to con- 
“ fult more leifurely with his colleagues. But, fo far 
“ as he could judge in this fudden manner, they oupKc 
** to fet out with a fleet confiding of at Icaft om wun- 
“ dred triremes *, that the Athenians themfelves ought 
to furnilh as many tranfports for heavy-armed fol- 
diers as was polTible, and to fend for an additional num^ 
“ ber from their dependents ; that the number of hca- 
“ vy-armed, both of Athenians and dependents, Ihould 
“ at leaft be five thoufand, and, if poffibic, more , 
“ that to thefc the reft of their preparations Ihould l ^ 
“ proportioned, fuch as archers to be levied at home 
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and procured alfofrom Crete, not forgetting (lingers ; 
« and, in Hne, that whatever (hould be judged in any 
**• degree ^^J^edient (hould be provided in good time, 
« and cifrried along with them in the fleet.” 

This the Athenians had no fooner heard, than they 
inflantly voted, — “ That the generals were inverted 
“ with abfolutc authority, to determine the numbers 
“ of the expedition, and the whole procedure of the 
“ voyage, at their own diferetion, as might beft pro- 
“ mote the public welfare.” 

In pLirfuince of this, the preparations were immedi- 
ately in hand. Sumrnonfes for the quotas adjufted 
were fent to their dependents, and the levies at home 
wentbrilkly forwards. Athens was now finely recover- 
ed from the pertilence and a long-continued deftrudive 
war j both in a multitude of young men now arrived at 
the vigour of their age, and an increafe of the public 
revenues by favour ot the peace. By this means all the 
needful fupplies were more eafily provided ; and thus 
were the Athenians buficd for the piefent in fitting out 
their armament. 

But, at this very jundlure, almoft all the ftatucs 
of Mercury, wherever found within the precincts of A- 
thens, and according to the eftablyhed curtom they 
were very numerous, both in thyporches of private 
houfes and the public temples, * * * * had their 
•faces disfigured in the fpace of onemight. The authors 
♦his outrage were not known *, but large rewards 
"ered by the State in order to difeover them, and 
was alfo paflTcd, that, “if any perlbn knew of the 


f 1 hive omitted two words in the originil. bccaufs 1 cannot tranfl it^ them with 
J»nyptecifionor clcarncis. They arc i TiTfaywvo? ifyacrlx, f/’vj q udratum, u>$ 
Latin tranflatur j epus ex laptde ^uad^atoy fays another • Mr. H hbei hath ir, 
Mcrcuriei of fyuare ftone : How fuch a dcfcnption can be apulic. ble to a llatue will 
^•hard to conceive. Whether they allude to the inclolure in wh'ch the ft^tues were 
•-‘‘cftcd, or to the form of the pedcilah, or whether a Mercury was carved on any or 
*11 the fides of a fquare ftone, 1 am not able to decide. 1 h^: Mercuries were very 
umerotti ; and many of them, it is certain, were ftraoge, uncouth, and very bung- 

"Ag performance t. •/-. „ 

j j « commiiuon 
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“ commifiion of any other impiety of the fame nature, 
“ he fliould boldly inform the public of it, whether he , 
‘‘ were a citizen, or a foreigner, or a 

This accident in truth made a deep imprcffioii on their 
minds. For it was conftrued as a bad omen in regard 
to the expedition in hand, and as an evidence of fome 
terrible combination to introduce innovations and an 
overthrow of the democracy. 

An information was at length given in by fome fo- 
joiirners and their footmen, relating indeed not at all to 
the Mercuries^ but to the defacements of Other images 
committed formerly by fome young men in a froliefome 
and drunken mood ; and how, farther, “ they had cele- 
“ brated * ihe Myjleries in private houfes by way of 
“ mockery;” and amongfl others they alfo accufed' 
Alcibiades. The party moft inveterate againft him 
caught readily at this charge. As he was the main ob- 
Hade to the advancement of their own popularity and 
credit, they concluded, that, in cafe they could rid them- 
felvcs of him, they might at once become leaders of the 
State. Hence they aggravated the charge, and bellowed 
aloud, that “thole myUic frolics, and the defacements of 
“ the Mercuries, ftruck at the very foundations of the 
“ democracy ; an j, that none of thefe outrageous ads 
“ had been commuted without his participation.” They 
allcdged, as a circun ’^'lance that corroborated the charge, 
the whole tenor of h.s behaviour, flagrantly licentious, . 
and quite inconfillent with a democrapical conflitution 
Alcibiades endeavoured forthwith to clear himielf tfo 
beft he could from all appearances of guilt, and der'^red 
himfclf ready, before he entered upon the voyage, to 
fubmit to a irui, (tor the armament was now almoft com- 
pleted,) and, if proved to be guilty, to fuffer the pc- 

• The farred Aeyfltrm celebrated by the Atheniani at Elenfii. Plulartb relatef, 
that the inf rife's were briught in by one Androclea, a denriagogue. a virulent foe of 
Alcibiidci. They depoiro, that one Theodoitis ifted the part of the Cntr, Polytion 
of the Iccb-itartr, Aicibiad that of the Jliirophant, and many of hit 
fffiitcd aad were mtiaitd in folcmn and fotmal mockery, 

nalticf;! 
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“naltics of law; and only, if acquitted, to take upon him the 
command. He conjured them, farther, “ to receive no 
“ calumrflbus accufations againfl: him in his abfence ; 
« but^ he was really guilty to put him inftantly to 
“ death ; — that, in common prudence it could not 
“ be juftified, to intruft a perfon, fo heavily charged, 
with the command of fo large an armament, before 
“ his innocence had been regularly explored.” 

But his enemies — apprehenfive that, in cafe he was 
brought to an immediate trial, he would be fupported 
by all the*favour of the fokiiery ; and, that the people, 
whofe idol he was, might poflibly relent, becaufe in com- 
pliment to him the Argives and fome of the Mantineans 
accompanied the expedition, — oppofed and put ofrthe 
profecution. They put the management of this point 
into the hands of a let of orators, who urged that “ for 
“ the prefent he might proceed in his voyage, that the 
expedition ought not to be deferred on his account, 
“ and upon his return a day (hould be afligned for his 
“ trial.” Their defign was to gather more heavy mat- 
ter againft him, which in his abfence could be more 
cafily effcAed, and then to recal him and force him to 
his trial. In fhort it was refolved that ** Alcibiades 
“ Ihould go the voyage.” 

'J'hings being thus determiner/, and the year now 
advanced to the middle of fujfimer, the fleet fet fail 
for Sicily. Orders had been ilfued before for the bulk 
the confederates, and vidualling-lhips, and fmall 
and all the tenders in general, to repair to and 
jblc together at Corcyra -, that, from thence, in a 
booy, they might crofs the Ionian to the cape of Japygia, 
But fuch as were fubjeds of Athens, and fuch of the 
confederates as were then in the city, marching down to 
the Piraeus on the appointed day by morning’s dawn, 
went on-board the (hips in order to weigh and be gone. 
They were conduced thither by a great crowd, it may 
be laid by the whole crowd of Athens, both citizens 
and ftrangers. The former attended, to perform the 

1 4 parting 
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parting decorums where their feveral attachments claim* 
ed it i fome to their friends, fome to their relations, 
fome to their own fons. The whole compa-n moved 
along with a medley ol hope and lamentation i hope, 

that I'uccefs would attend their courle; with lamentation, 
left they might never meet again. The fad recolledti- 
on occurred — to how great a diftance from their native 
foil they were going to be fent ! And now that the hour 
of departure was come, and when this moment they were 
going to be difmifled into fccnes of danger, the imprefli- 
ons of terror were ftft with much keener fenfe than when 
the expedition was only decreed. However, at the fight 
of their prefent ftrength, of the numerous expedients of 
a profperous enterpiife which their eyes beheld, their 
fpints were again elated. 

As for the Grangers and bulk of the crowd, they at- 
tended merely for the pleafure of gazing at the means 
intended to accomplifh a great and fiupendous defign. 
For never did any one State of Greece, before this time, 
equip by its own firength fuch a powerful armament. 
It was the finelt and moft glorious fleer, that to this day 
the world had feen. It is true, in number of (hips and 
heavy-armed on-board, that which failed againlt Epi- 
daurus under comni;ind of Pericles, and that alfo againft 
Potidaea under Agnt^, where by no means inferior. 
Porthofe carried four\houfand heavy-armed foldiers, ail 
native Athenians, wiin three hundred horfemen : The 
number of their triremes was a hundred ; fifty more were 
furnilhed by the Lefbians and Chians, befidcs a large 
number of confederates who attended thofie cxped^^-*s. 
But then they were fitted for a voyage in comparifon 
trifling, and in a flight and penurious manner. 

On the contrary, the prefent equipment was calcula- 
ted for a length of time, and completely fitted out for 
both fervices, as occafion might demand, etcher of the 
fea or of the land. The (hipping, at the great cxpencc 
of the captains of the feveral triremes and of the State^ 
was quite elaborate. 1 he pay aflTigncd by the public to 

every 
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every mariner was a * drachma a day. The number of 
new (hips for the battle and eh ace was fixty i that of 
tranfpo^ for the hcavy.armed, forty. The feveral 
captaim of the triremes were very choice in making up 
their crews, and gave to fuch of the mariners as rowed 
on the uppermoft bench, and to the failors, a gratuity out 
of their own pockets over and above the public pay. 
They had farther adorned their veflels with images and 
all kind of fumptuous decorations. It was the high 
ambition of every fingle captain, to have his own (hip 
excel airthe reft of the fleet in fplcndorand in fwiftnefs. 

The land-force was diftinguiflied by the choicenefs of 
their levies and their arms; and all the individuals vied 
with one another in the goodnefs of their accoutrements 
and equipage whatfoever. It happened aifo on the fame 
account that a warm contention was kindled amongll 
them, under what officers they fhould be ranged ; afld 
opportunity afforded, to the reft of Greece, to conftrue 
the whole into a mere oftentation of their power and 
opulence rather than an effeftive equipment againft a 
foe. For, were a computation to be formed, both of 
the public difburfements of the S/aU on this occafion, 
and the private cxpences of the whole foldiery ; — of the 
S/a/e, what prodigious Turns they l-^d already advanced, 
and what additional Aims the gene ^Is were to carry along 
with them i — of the foldiery, What each had expen- 
ded on his own equipage, every captain on the decora- 
tion of his veflTcl, and to how much greater charges he 
liable i — without taking into the account the 
jf neceffaries which, over and above the public 
allowance, each private peribn was obliged to lay in for 
To long a voyage, or the goods which a Toldier or trader 
might take with him on-board for the fake of traffic i — 
the amount of talents now carried out of Athens would 
turn out exceeding Urge. 

Nor was it merely for the ftrangenefs of the enterprize 
,or the fplcndor of its (hew, that thp armament was noifed. 

• 7d.i 
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abroad, but alfo for the numerous force with which it 
was provided to attack the foe *, for the remotenefs of 
the voyage, great as ever they had underts’/fc^ from 
their native clime, and that prodigious cxpwation 
which was raifcd of the event ; in order to which the 
State had now exerted itfelf quite beyond its ftrength. 
When the whole force was got on-board the fleer, 
when the ftowage of all neceflary llores and all baggage 
whatever was completely adjufted, filence then was 
proclaimed by fourd of trumpet; But the lolemn 
prayers for a fuccefsful expedition were not offered from 
every vefTel apart, but in behalf of all united, by the 
voice ofa herald. 1 he goblets mingled with wine ran 
the circle of the whole armament, and every crew as 
well as the commanders poured out the libations, and 
drank Jucce/s and bappinefs out of gold and filvcr cups. 
The whole crowd that flood upon the beach, both of 
citizens and fuch ftrangers as were there and wilbed 
them profperity, joined with them in the public prayer. 
And now, the paan being fung and the libation flnifhed, 
they put out to Tea. * After moving off at firft in a line 

a-head. 


• Many inci'dentj are relate^y PktartL, in the life of in regard to thede- 

ituneiatioiis of the priefti againlrj^ii expedition, the coining and wreftmg of oracles 
hofh for and agaiuft it, and omet\ which portended nothing but miifurtune. Men 
human forchght, and a confcioufn^fi, that the means were not cqu.l to the end pro- 
ofed, gave the wifeft and fleadieft part of the Athenian community a fad apprehen- 
fion of the event. Socrates conftantly declared agamft it j and alTured his friendi, ie 
^ould dww after it the dtftruaion of the Statt i Thu hts pre.feni.mtnt fooo became 
epu he ulk. Melon, the Aftnwmtr, who was named to a poft of high rank ' , 
the expedition, feigned himftlf mad and fet his houfe on fire. Others deny t . cir- 
comftance^his counterfeiting madnef, 5 and fay, he fet his houfe on fire by night, 
andappeared next morning on the fo.um in an abj-ft manner, and begged of hi. fel- 
W-citiaens m order to comfort him under fo great a misfortune, to excufe hi. fon, 
«ho was to have commanded * ,r„eme, from g.ing the vovage. An incident, 
farther, at the very time of the departure of the grand fleet, gave many perfons vaft 
.oncern. The women were then celebrating the ri.es of Adonia, in which many 

ttprefentationa of deaths and funeral, were exhibited all ovar Athens, and the wo. 

men, adding to cuftom, were making heavy moan and lamentation. This ftiucll 

a forebodings into people, who laid Itrefs on flich incident!, that thii expenfive and 

mighty 
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a-head, each veflcl made afterwards the beft of her way 
to j®gina. And this armament made all poffible haftc 
to rracj^orcyra, where the force of their allies by 
whichf^ey were to be joined was already aflembled. 

Though the intelligence of fuch an intended invafioti 
had been brought to Syracule from feveral quarters, yet 
for a long courle of time they would yield no credit to its 
truth. Nay more, when an aflembly was convened, 
fuch fpeeches as follow were made by different perfons; 
fome believing the accounts received in relation to this 
armament of the Athenians i others pronouncing them 
abiolutely falfe- On this occafion Hermocrates, the fon 
of Hermon, Handing forth in the affcmbly, and as one 
convinced in his own mind that all fuch accounts were 
true, addreffed and adviled his countrymen thus: 

“ 1 1’ will probably be my own fate, as it hath been 
“ the fate of others, to be difbclicved, when I fpeak of 
“ this intended invafion as a matter of truth and ccr- 
“ tainty. And I alfo know, by experience, that both 
“ thole who vent and thofe who retail fuch accounts of 
things as feern incredible are fo far from effedtually 
“ perluading, that they generally incur the imputation 
“ of madnels. Yet no fuch apprehcnfions fhall intimi- 
date or ftrike me dumb, when fu«h a weight of dan- 
“ ger hovers over my country •, yhen in my own heart 
“ I am convinced, that I am more clearly enlightened 
“ on the point than any other perfon whatever. 

* For 1 affert that to be a matter of the higheft cer- 
', which you hear only with a fit of ftupid 
die, that the Athenians have already let fail 
“ inft us with a numerous force both for the fervice 
“ of the fea and the land. The pretext aliedged by 
“ them is, execution of treaties with the Egefteans, and 
the rcltoration of the Lcontines j but the true motive 
** is their ambition to inilave Sicily, and above all this 

nighty armament, though now To vigorous and magnificent, would foon moulder 
ioio ruin. 

our 
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** our own Syracufe, which, if once reduced, they arc ' 
“ well aflured that nothing will be able afterwards to 
“ give a check to their arms. Taking it thtajforc for 
** granted that they will be immediately upon us,4lelibe- 
** rate in what manner you may make the molV gallant 
“ defence in the prefent pofture of your ftrength ; care- 
“ ful that through contempt you be not taken unprovi- 
“ ded, nor through incredulity abandon the means of 
** prelervation. Nor, farther, let thofe, who are con- 
“ vincedof their immediate appearance, be terrified at 
** the boldnels or ftrength of their undertaking. For 
“ they will not be able to hurt us more than we /hall 
“ be enabled to retaliate upon them. Nor are they 
more beyond our reach, bccaule they invade us with 
“ fo vaft an armament i fince this, in regard to the 
other Sicilians, will plead more abundantly in our 
“ caufe ; for, terrified at the foe, they will be difpofed 
« with higher warmth of friendihip to co-operate with 
“ us. And if thus, in the train of affairs, we are either 
“ enabled to defeat their arms, or merely to force their 
return, their Ichemes unexecuted and their ambition 
“ difappointed, (for 1 am not in the Icaft afraid that 
“ their fanguine expeflations can be glutted with luc- 
“ cels,) luch eventsWiild reflect the higheft glory upon 
“ you, and complete what I firmly hope. 

“ It is a truth evinced by fads, that few confiderable 
** armaments of either Grecians or Baibarians, which 
have been fent out on remote expeditions, have re- 
turned fuccelsful. Nor, farther, are our prefent in 
** vadersmore numerous than the Syraculans 
“ felvcsor theirfnendsof theneighbouring whole 
“ ftrength mere hoftile dread will cement and bind faft 
“ together, If therefore, though merely for want of need- 
“ ful fupplies, they incur milcarriagcs on a foreign fhorc; 

“ if they prove unluccelsful, though chiefly through 
“ their own milcundudt-, the whole honour mutt how- 
“ ever rert with us, as if we had ruined their projects 
“ by art and management. Even ihefe very Athenians 

were 
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“ were indebted to a parallel coincidence of events 
“ for the vaft enlargement of their flrength and empire, 
“ when^^Te Mede^ who gave out that he aimed the blow 
“ at Athens, was, contrary to all human expedation, 
“ dilconcerted by a feries of errors that were purely his 
“ own. And fomc fuch fortunate coincidence, in our 
“ own behalf, wc have at prelent all imaginable rea- 
“ fon toexped. 

“ Let us therefore with adive refolution put ourdo- 
“ meftic affairs into a pollurc of defence, and difpatch 
“ our embafiadors to the Siculi, to keep firm in our 
“ friendihip fuch as are already our friends, and to 
“ endeavour to procure the friendihip and concurrence 
of the reft. Nay, let our embp.llies regularly com» 
“ plete the whole circuit of Sicily, where they may re- 
“ prefent the common danger which equally threatens 
them all. Let them, farther, crofs over to Italy to 
procure for us their defenfive alliance, or at leaft to 
negotiate a denial of reception to the Athenians. I 
“ alfo judge it advifeable to fend to Carthage : For even 
“ the Carthaginians are not exempted from the prefent 
“ dangers, but have been ever under apprehenfions of 
“ receiving from them a vifit at Carthage. It may 
“ perhaps effcdually occur to rf/cir thoughts, ihar, 
“ fhould they now abandon up^ the ftorm muft loon 
“ extend itfclf to them by whfch they may be detcr- 
“ mined either fccretly or openly, by "feme expedient 
or other, to vindicate ourcaulc. And, were their 
nation equal to their power, no people on the 
e could 16 cafily redrefs us. For they are pof- 
‘ 1 of an immenfity of wealth, which gives aneafjr 

“ and prompt completion to the Ichemes of war and to 
“ every human enterprize. Let us fenil, farther, to La- 
“ cedaemon and Corinth, requelhng the difpatch of 
“ immediate luccours hither, and the renewal of the war 
“ againft the Athenians. 

“ There is one point more, which in my opinion is 
“ more critical and important than all the reft: and 

which, 
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“ which, though perhaps, inured as you arc to domeftic 
“ indolence, it may not gain your ready approbation^ 
I ihall however boldly recommend. all of 

“ us in general who are inhabitants of Sicily, or ^ lead 
“ would only we Syracufans, with what other people 
“ we can get to afiift us, put out inftantly to fca with 
all the (hips we have in readinefs, and viftuallcd 
“ but for the fpace of two months j — would we then 
give thefe Athenians the meeting either at Tarentum 
“ or cape Japygia, and there convince them, that, be- 
“ fore they enter the lifts of war for the cohqucll of 
“ Sicily, they muft fight for their paffage acrofs the 
“ Ionian; — we fliould then ftrike them with the utmoft 
“ terror, and infinitely perplex them with the thought 
“ ‘ that from a friendly port we ftiall fally forth to guard 
“ our out-works, (for Tarentum will readily receive us,) 
“ whilft they have a long trad of fea to pafs with all 
“ their cumberfome train, and muft find it haref, 
“ through fo long a voyage, to be always fteering in 
“ the regular order.* As their courfe muft thus be flow, 
and muft advance only in exad conformity to orders, 
“ we ihall have a thoufand opportunities to attack them. 
“ If again they clear their ihips for attion, and in a 
“ body bear down ^xpeditioufly upon us, they muft 
“ ply hard at their o^s ; and, when fpent with their 
“ toil, we can fall upon them. Or, in cafe that may 
“ not be judged advifeable, we have it always in our 
“ power to retire into the harbour of 7'arentum. And 
“ thus the Athenians, if, in conftant cxpcdlation of be- 
“ ing fought with at fea they muft make their pa^-*gc 
“ with a Imall portion only of their (lores, will be re- 
“ duced to great diftrefs on coalls, which will afford 
them no fupply. Should they rhoole to continue in 
their ftation, they muft irifallibly be blocked up in it. 
“ Should they venture a palfagc, they muft unavoidably 
“ leave their tenders and ftoreihips behind ; and, as 
they have no aifuranceof a hearty reception from the 
“ cities on the coalts, mull be terribly difmayed. 
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“ It is my firm opinion, that, amidft that great pcr- 
•* plexity of thought which muft rcfult from thcfe ob- 
“ ftrud^ns, they will never prcfumc to fail from Cor- 
cyjA j or, at leaft, whiift they are agitating the forms 
** of procedure and fending out fpy>boats to difcover 
“ our numbers and pofition, the fea(on of the year muft 
** be protracled to winter ; or, utterly difpirited at fo 
*• unexpefted a refiftance, they will give up the voyage, 
“ This I more readily expcdl, as I am informed that 
“ their moft experienced commander hath been forced 
** into olHce againft his inclination, and would gladly 
“ lay hold of the pretext to defift, if fuch a Ihow of 
** refiftance could be made by us as would preferve his 
“ honour from fufpicion. And I am perfectly convin- 
ced that rumour will incrcafc and aggravate our 
“ ftrength. Now the fentiments of mankind arc con- 
“ ftantiy adjufted by rumours : Parity of danger is 
** fuppofed, when an enemy declares he is ready to be- 
** gin the attack ; and fuch an enemy is always more 
** dreaded than he, who betrays an intention merely to 
defend himfclf againft an enemy’s aftaults. Such ex* 
“ cefs of fear muft now fall to the lot of the Athenians. 
“ They arc invading us, with the fond prefumption 
“ that we (hall not fight. They think they have 
“ grounds for fuch a prefumptich, bccaufc we have not 
“ concurred with the Lacediemonians In their dcmoli- 
“ tion. But when, to their bitter difappointment, they 
find we have the courage to a£l offenfively, the fud- 
’mnefs of our efforts will terrify them more than all 
e reality of our expeded ftrength could have done. 

Determine therefore to execute with bold and rea- 
dy relolution the plan I have propofed ; or, if this 
“ muft not prevail, with the utmoft expedition to get 
“ all things at home in readinefs for war. And let 
“ each Syracufan be firmly convinced, that contempt 
“ of an enemy ought never to be (hewn but in the heat 
“ of adion i that the condud of thofe men muft tend 
“ moft highly to the public prefervation, who, alarmed 
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« by a decent fear, judge it needful to prepare with all 
« caution and alacrity, as if the danger was inftant at 
“ our doors. But rhefe our enemies are-^adually 
“ coming-, they are already (I know it well) upoi^ the 

voyage ; they are this moment only not in fight.'* 

In this menner Hcrmocrafes fpokc his fentiments. 
But the popular alTembly of the Syracufans was embroil- 
ed with much variance and contention. One party cried 
out, that “it was all a joke, the Athenians durft not 
“ think of invading them.” Another, “ Hermocrates 
“ had truth and realbn on his fide.” A third, “ let them 
“ come, what damage can they do us which we arc 
<* not able heartily to repay them ? ” Others betrayed 
an open contempt at the whole account, and laughed at 
it as downright ridiculous. The party was but fmall 
which gave credit to Hermocrates and trembled for 
the future. At length, Athenagoras flood up, who,* 
being the firft magillratc of the people, and whofe cre- 
dit at this time was higheft with them, delivered himfelf 
as followcth.: 

“THE man, who wilhes the Athenians may not 
“ be fo mad as to come hither and run themfelves head- 
“ long into our fubjei^ion, is cither a coward or a trai- 
“ tor to his country, '^ut 'for thole, who vent luch 
“ news and endeavour to frighten you by the terrible 
“ recital, at their audacioufncis, truly, I am not in the 
“ lead lurprlfcd •, but 1 am greatly io at their folly, if 
“ they imagine their views can efcape detection ! Poor 
“ abjedl louls, quite difpirited within through th'^ii* 

“ own pufillanimity, arc glad to fpread confternation 
“ throughout a whole community; that, under the 
“ general panic, their own may lie veiled and undiftin- 
“ guilhed. And fuch is the cffeCl, which the prefent 
“ informations may be ready to produce ; not from any 
“ grounds of truth and certainty, but the fidions and 
“ fallehoods of an iniquitous cabal, who arc ever dab- 
“ bling in the pradites of faction. 


. “ But 



^.vt THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR. ii^ 
<« But you, Syracufans, I exhort, to apply your good 
fenfe on this occafion, and fearch after probability ; 
not byconfidcring fuch accounts as thefe men have 
« pompoufly detailed, but fuch enterprifes as a wife and 
abOndantly-eniightened people (for fuch 1 edeem the 
“ Athenians) are likely to undertake. For, what pro- 
** bability is there, that, leaving the Peloponnefians on 
•* their backs, when the war at home is not yet brought 
to any fettled conclufion, they would wilfully embark 
into another of no lefs importance ? For my part, 
“ I am pcrfuaded they reft well contented, that, fo 
many and fo powerful States as we Sicilians are, we 
have not yet thought proper to invade them. 

“ But, allowing thefe informations true, and that 
they arc adlually coming, — I am firmly perfua- 
“ ded, that Sicily is better able than Poloponnefus to 
« war them down, by how much in all rcfpedls it is 
“• better furnilhed with every refource of war j and 
“ that this our Syracufc alone is far fuperior in ftrength 
“ to that, nay double that armament, which by report 
“ now threatens its invafion. For I know, affuredly, 
“ that no horfe can follow in their train *, that, farther, 
none can be procured for them in this country, if we 
“ abate an inconfiderable party which the Egefteans 
may furnilh. And I know, that a body of heavy- 
“ armed, equal in number to our own, can never be 
“ tranfporicd by them acrofs fuch a length of fea. 
enterprize is bold indeed, to attempt fo long a 
' iher with only light and nimble (hips, and to 
I thofe military (lores, the roll of which mult 
“ be exw jlfivcly large, in order to attack fo great a city. 
“ Shall I therefore be terrified at vain reports ? I, who 
am firmly pcrfuaded, that, if the Athenians were 
** poilclTed of a city on our coafls as confiderable in all 
“ rcfpefls as Syracufc itfclf, and (hould dare to pro- 
“ vote us 1 if mafters of the neighbouring territory, 
they (hould from thence make war upon us ; — - even 
with fuch advantages they would with difficulty elcape 
VoL. II. K “a total 
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“ a total dcftrudion. And what therefore, in all human * 
** probability, muR be their fate, when all Sicily to a 
man will be combined to oppofe them ? JFor now 
“ their war muft ifllic from a camp on the beach,of the 
« fea, of which their (hips muft form the ramparts. 

“ They will not be able to make long cxcurfions- from 
their tents and magazines of needful ftores, ac our 
“ cavalry will bridle and controul them. But, in Ihort, 

“ it is my firm opinion that they never will be able to 
** accomplKh a defeent, fo far am I convinced that our 
“ force is in all refpeifts fuperior, 

“ I am well perfuaded, that all thofe obftacles, which 
“ I have hitherto recited, their own wife reflexions 
“ have fuggefted to the remembrance of the Athenians, 

“ and deterred them from hazarding their own ruin | 

“ and tliat our own malcontents amufc us with fidli- 
“ tious accounts of things, that neither have nor can 
“ have cxiftence. This is by no means the firft occafl- 
“ on, on which I have been able to detedt their 
“ fehemes. I am no (hanger to their conftant attempts 
“ of fomenting fadlion, ever intent as they are, by 
forgeries like thefe, or more malicious than thefe, or 
“ even by the open efforts of fedition, to ftrike a panic 
“ amongft the Syracufan people^ and to feize the helm 
“ of your government. And I have reafon to apprehend, 

“ that, amongft the rhany projcdls they attempt, fome 
“ one at length may be fatally fucccfsful. But this 
“ muft be charged to our own pufillanimity, who ex- 
“ ert no precautions to avert impending miferies, no* 

“ bravely oppofe the ftorm, though we perceive it t^' oc 
gathering around us. And from hence it unavoida* 

** bly relulis, that our Stale is fcldom bleflTcd with a 
feafon of tranquillity, hut feels the bitter lot of fedi* 
tion on fedition, of more numerous flrugglcsagainftfac- 
“ lions within than public hoftiliiies without} nay, lomc- 
times tyranny and delpotic rule have been our portion, 

“ To guard the prelcnt tunes from fuch difaftrous 
contingencies (hall be my condant endeavour } and,, 

“ li 
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* “ if favoured with your concurrence, my care (hall be 
** ruccefsfui. To this end I muft prevail upon you, 
** who are the to co-operate with me, whilft I 
“ infl^, upon thefc artificers of faftion, the punifhment 
“ they deferve, not barely for overt commiffions, (foe 
“ in mefe they arc not eafily caught,) but for all the 
^‘..-tmeherous plots which, how defirous foever, they 
“ arc not able to execute. For we ought not only to 
** award our vengeance on the open outrages of an enc- 
« my, but to difarm his malice by wife precaution ; 
** becaufe the man, who will not thus in time difarm 
“ it, will feel its blow before he is aware. 

” On the /<?«> I have alfo to beftow, partly fotne re- 
“ proofs, partly fome cautions, and partly fome in- 
“ hrudlions. For chiefly by thefe methods I judge it 
<* feafiblc to deter them from their faffious defigns. 
“ Let me therefore requefl: from you, ye youths of 
Syracufe, the folution of a point which hath frequent- 
•* ly occurred to my own imagination. — What is it 
« you would have ? — An immediate poflTeflion of the 
•» government of your country ? — Why, the very 
“ laws of that country declare you incapable of it. 
“ And thefe very laws were intende<J, rather to exclude 
“ you, fo long as you are unequal, than to give you a 
“ difgraccful rejeilion when you fnall be equal, to the 
“ truft. But, farther, — Are you not piqued in heart 
“ at being placed upon the fame rank and level with 
the bulk of your fellow-citizens ? And where would 
the juftice in awarding dillindions of honour and 
“ ttufl to thofe, who are in no refpedf differenced from 
* others? It may perhaps be urged, i)Mt i democracy 
'' is repugnant to the diftates both of wifdom and 
juftice •, that the moft opulent members of a Slate 
“ are intiilcd to its higheft honours, arc beft able to 
fuperintend the public welfare. But to this I reply, 

' that, in the firft place, by the word people is fignified 
" a whole community, including its every individual 1 

K * “ but 
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** but an means only a party; in the next place, 

** that men of opulence are the moft fuitable guardians 
“ of the public treafure ; that men of underftanding 
“ and experience arc beft qualified to adirife; |)ut the 
*♦ after hcarinj, are the beft judges of mftfures. 
« And thus, by a demecracyy equality of right ijfnd of 
privilege is moft fairly preferved, as well lA^^he 
** leparate members as to the whole community. An 
oligarchy indeed beftows an ample portion of dangers 
« on the mat^t but in beneficial points it not only af> 
** fumes the larger (hare to itfclf, but by ah unboun- 
« ded rapacity monopolifeth the public harveft. Thefe 
are the ends, which the men of power and the raw 
** unexperienced youths amongft you ambitioufly pur<. 

fuc } ends, incompatible with the welfare of a great 
« and flourilbing State. The accomplilhment of thefe, 
<* I fay, you have this very moment in agitation ; though 
the world cannot furnifii i'uch a fet of fools, if you 
“ perceive not the pernicious tendency of your fchemes. 
** Nor can any fet of Grecians, within my knowledge, 
“ equal cither your brutality or your villany, if with 
« open eyes you dare proceed. Lay hold then at once 
“ of found informa^tion, or repent if already informed, 
and unite in the infallible advancement of the general 
“ welfare of the whole community. And let the men 
“ of probity amongft you reft perfectly fatisfied, that 
“ thus they (hall obtain a proper fhare, nay more than 
** a (hare, in thofe emoluments, which will equally re- 
“ dound to all their country. But, in cafe you giv.s 
“ into different fchemes, the hazard is great j the whole 
of your plan will be baffled and confounded. 

Trouble us therefore no farther with your infor- 
mations, as we arc privy to and fliall certainly difeon- 
“ cert the views of their authors. For the Syracuf5n 
** StatCi even though the Athenians atftuaily invade us, 

“ will repel their efforts with a magnanimity worthy of 
herfelf : And we have already a let of brave cos' - 
mandcfs, who will effectually manage the poi"‘. 
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** But, if not one tittle of thefe intended in vafions be true, 
« which is my firm opinion, the State will not be ftruck 
** into a panic by your rumours, will never place the 
coihmand of her forces in your hands, fo as to rivet 
“ a Voluntary fervitude upon herfelf. She, on thecon- 
will exert her own vigilance and diferetion ; flie 
^'*'^11 interpret the rumours you have fpread as fo many 
ads againfi her welfare, and will not give up her 
“ liberty to accounts cxprcfsly forged to terrify the ear % 
** but, aware in time, by no means to intrufi: herfelf into 
** your management, will leave no polTible method of 
“ defence untried.** 

Thus fpoke Athenagoras. But here one of the gene- 
,rals rifing up prevented any other perfon from continu- 
ing the debate, and put an end to the prefent heats by 
delivering himfelf thus : 

“ I T is contrary to all decorum, both for thofe who 
** fpeakto pourforth calumniations againfi one another, 
“ or for thofe who hear to receive them with attention. 
** At prefent, we arc rather concerned to yield regard 
to the informations which arc brought us, that every 
individual and this community nwy be timely prepa- 
*• red to repel the invaders. And, if this fliould prove 
“ at laft to be mcrei'uperfluity of care, yet what harm 
“ can poflibly accrue from fuch an equipment of the 
“ State with horfes, and arms, and fuch other habili- 
“ ments as are the glory of war? We ourfelves Ihall 
‘'Make all proper care ol the provifions of war and the 
“ levy of foldiers j and at the fame time fliall circulate 
“ our meflengers to the cities around us, and to watch 
“ the appearance of the foe *, and Ihall expedite every 
** point judged needful in the prefent emergence Some 
“ care of thefe points hath already been taken, and, 
what more we (hall perceive to be expedient, we (hall 
" on the proper occafions communicate to you.** 

When the general had exprelTcd himfelf thus, the 
‘7racufans broke up the affcmbly and departed. 

Ks 
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The Athenians, with the reinforcements of their aU 
lies, were by this time all arrived at Corcyra. And the 
firft thing done by the commanders was, to take a re- 
view of the whole equipment, and to fettle thetorder 
in which they were to anchor and form their navJl fta«* 
tion. They alfo divided it into three fquadront and 
caft lots for the command of each-, to the end that, 'in* 
the courl'e of the voyage, they might be well fupplied 
with water, and harbours, and the proper necclfaries, 
wherever they might chance to put in; that,^in other 
refpedts, a better difcipline might be kept up, and the 
men be more inured to a ready obedience, as being under the 
infpeftion of an able commander in each feveral divifion. 
Thefie points being fettled, they difpatched three velfcls 
to Italy and Sicily, to pick up informations, what cities 
on thole coalls would give them a reception. And their 
orders were, to come back in time and meet them upon 
the voyage, that they might be advertifed into what 
ports they might fafely enter. 

Thefe previous points being adjufted, the Athenians, 
with an equipment already fwclled to fo great a bulk, 
weighing anchor from Corcyra, flood acrofs for Sicily. 
The total of their triremes was a hundred and thirty- 
four, to which were added two Rhodian vcflcls of fifty 
oars. One hundred of thefe were Athenian, and, of this 
number, fixty were tight fhips fit for fcrvice; the reft 
were tranfports for the foldiery. The remainder of the 
fleet confifled of Chians and the other allies. The total ^ 
of the heavy-armed on-board was five thoufand oqc 
hundred men. Of thefe, fifteen hundred were citizens 
of Athens inrollcd-, feven hundred were Athenians of 
the lowed clafs, (called TbeteSf) who ferved by way of 
4narines. The reft of the force confifled of the quotas 
of their alliance*, fome, of their own dependents; five 
hundred belonged to the Argives; the number of Man- 
tineans and mercenaries was two hundred and fifty; the 
archers in the whole amounted to four hundred and 

eighty; 
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eighty, and, of thefe, eighty were Cretans. There were 
feven hundred Rhodian (lingers, and a hundred and 
twenty light-armed Megarean exiles. And one horfe- 
tranfj^ort attended, which carried thirty horlbmen. 

sXgreat an equipment failed out at fit ft to begin the 
warv And, in the train of this equipment, went thirty 
Ifofcfhips laden with corn, and carrying on-board the 
bakers, and mafons, and carpenters, and all things re- 
quifitein the works of fortification •, and alfo a hundred 
fail of ftnall velfcls, which necclTity demanded to attend 
the (hips that carried the (lores. A large number alfo 
of fmall craft and trading velTels failed voluntarily in 
company with the fleet, for the fake of traffic. All 
which now, in one colleded body, flood away from 
Corcyra acrofs the Ionian gulf. 

The whole armament being got over to cape Japygia, 
Qr to Tarentum, as they feverally could make the paffage, 
failed along the coaft of Italy, — where not one city 
would receive them, would grant them a market, or fuf- 
ftr them to land, barely permitting them to anchor and 
to water,— though at Tarentum and Locri even that was 
denied them, — till they arrived at Rhegium, a promon- 
tory of Italy. At Rhegium the whole fleet was now 
aflembled*, and without the city (for an admifllon into it 
was refufed them) they formed an incampment within 
the verge of Diana’s temple, where alfo they were ac- 
commodated by the Rhegians with a market. 

Here, having drawn their veffels on-(hore, they lay 
fome time for rcfrelhmentj and had a conference with 
the Rhegians, in which they prefled them, as they were 
of Chalcidic defeent, to fuccour the Leonti nes who were 
alfo Chalcideans. Their anfwcr was, that “ they (hould 
“ fide with neither parry, but, whatever meafures were 
“ judged expedient by the other Italians, they (hould 
“ conform to thofe.” The Athenians counfcls were now 
folcly bent on the affairs of Sicily, in wliat manner they 
might moft fuccefsfully make their .approaches. They 
alio waited for the return of tlie three vciLIs from 

K 4 Hgclla, 
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Egeila, which bad previoufly been difpatched thither | 
longing earnedly for a report about the (late of their 
trealure, whether it was really fuch as their envoys at 
Athens had reprefented. ^ 

To the Syracufans, in the mean time, undoubted ad« 
vice is brought from feverai quarters, and by theK; own 
fpies, that ** the fleet of the enemy lies at Rhegiirms^V 
The truth of this being uncontefled, they prepared for 
their defence with the utmofl attention, and were no 
longer duped by incredulity. They alfo fent about to 
the Siculi i to fomc places, their agents, who* were to 
keep a watchful eye upon ther condud > and, to others, 
embaflaciors. And into thofe towns upon the coaft, 
which were expofed to a defeent, they threw a garrifon. 
In Syracufe, they examined if the city was provided 
with the proper means of a defence, by a careful infec- 
tion of the arms and the horfes ; and all other points 
were properly adjulled, as againft a war coming Iwiftly 
upon them, and only not already prefent. 

The three velTc Is, detached beforehand to £geR% 
rejoin the Athenians, yet lying at Rhegium, with a re- 
port that “ the great fums which had been promifed 
“ them were quite annihilated, fmcc they law only 
** * thirty talents in Ipccic.” Upon this the commanders 
were inftanily leized with a dejection of fpirit, becaufii 
their firft hope was thus terribly blafted •, and the Rhe* 
gians had rcfuled to concur with their attempts, upon 
whom they had made their firft elTay of perfuafion, and 
with whom they had the greateft probability of fuccels, 
as they were by blood allied to the Lcontines, and bad 
ever Ihewn themfelves well-dirpofed to the Athenian 
State. The Egeftcan affair had indeed taken no other 
turn than what Nicias fully expedled, but the other two 
commanders were quite amazed and confounded at it. 

The trick, made ufe of by the Egefteans, at the time 
that the firft embaffy went thither from Athens to take a 
iirvey of their treafures, was this : — Having conduced 

^ iQs» Stgrltf!£* 
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them into the temple of Venus at Eryx, they (hewed 
them the offerings repodted there, the cups, the flagons, 
pd the cenfers, and the other furniture of the temple, 
in quantity by no means fmall. Thefe, being all of filver, 
prefe^ted to the eye a vad (how of wealth, far beyond 
theirjhtrinfic value. Having alfo made entertainments 
• ic/k private houfes, for thofe who came in the veffeis of 
the embaffy, they amafled together all the gold and 
filver cups of Egefia; they borrowed others from the ad- 
jacent ciyes, as well Phoenician as Grecian; they carri- 
ed their guefls about from one houfe of feafiing to ano- 
ther; and each exhibited them as his own property. 
Thus, all of them difplaying generally the fame veficls, 
and great abundance appearing at every place, the 
Athenians who made the voyage were prodigioufiy fur- 
prifed at the fplendid (hows. Hence it was that, on 
their return to Athens, they inlarged, with a kind of 
emulation which (hould magnify it mofl, on the iminen- 
fity of wealth they had feen at Egefia. In this manner, 
being deceived ihemfelves, they obtruded the fame fal- 
lacy upon others; but now, when the true account was 
fpread amongft them, that “ there was no fuch weahh 
“ at Egefia,” they wcie much cenCured and reproached 
by the Ibldiers. 

The generals, however, held a confultation about the 
methods of proceeding. And here it was the opinion 
ot Nicias; “ That with their whole armament they 
“ (hould (land immediately againfi Selinus, the reduc- 
“ tionof which was the principal motive of the expediti- 
“ on; and, in cafe the Egefieans would furnilh the 

whole armament with the proper fupplics of mo- 
“ iiey, their councils then might be regulated accor- 
“ dingly: But, otherwife, they (hould infift on their 
“ maintaining the fixty fail of (hips, which had been 
*'* fent exprefsly at their own requeft; then, abiding by 
“ them, they (hould reconcile their differences with the 
“ Selinuntians, either by force of arms or negotiation : 

*! They afterwards might vifit other cities, and difplay 

“ be (ore 



138 THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR. B.Vl. 
“ before them the mighty power of the Athenian Statei 
“ and, having giveivJuch confpicuous proofs of their 
** alacrity to lupport their friends -^nd aihes, might re- 
“ turn to Athens; provided, that no fudden andpnex- 
“ pefted turn of affairs might give them opporf jnity 
“ to do fervice to the Leontines, or bring ovel^ ^<>me 
“ other cities to their interfift; ever intent not to DTuig 
“ their own State into danger by a needlcfs profufion of 
“ blood and treafure.’* 

Alcibiadcs declared, “ That it could never be jufti- 
“ fiedj if, after putting to Tea with fo great an armament, 
“ they fiiould return with difgrace, and no effedlual 
“ fervice done to their country ; that, on the contrary, 
“ they ought, by heralds difpatched cxprefsiy, to notify 
“ their arrival in thefe parts to all the cities except 
“ Selinus and Syracufc; that, farther, they fliould try 
“ what could be done with the Siculi, in order to per,- 
“ fuade fome of them to revolt from the Syracufans, 
“ and to ftiike up treaties of alliance and friendlhip 
** with others, that fo they might provide a refource 
“ of provifions and reinforcements; that, the firft trial 
** of this kind fhould be made upon the Meffenians, 
“ (who lay in the f.neft fituation for favouring their 
“ paflage and delcent into Sicily,) which muff open to 
“ them the moft convenient harbour and Ration for their 

armament: Thus, gaining the concurrence of the 
“ cities, and certain fjom whom they might depend 
“ upon afilftancc, the way would then be open for them 
“ to make attempts upon Syracufc and Selinus, in cafe 

the former refufcd to make up the quarrel with the 
“ Egelleans, and the latter to fuffcr the replantation of 
“ the Leontines.” 

The opinion of Lamachus was diametrically oppofte, 
lince headviled it to be the moft judicious meafure 
“ to Hand at once againft Syracufc, and to try their 
** fortune before that city with the utmoft expedition, 
“ whilft they were yet not competently provided for refif- 
‘‘ lance and their confkrnation was ftill in its height: 

Becaufe 
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** Becaufe every hoftilc force is always mofl: terrible on 
“ its firft approach*, and, in cafe it protradl the time of 
** encountering the eyes of its foes, they muft recover 
thyir courage through familiarity with danger, and 
** tf^n the light of an enemy is more apt to infpire 
“ CMtempt: ■— But, (hould they aflfault them on a fud- 
*' ciVn whilfl: yet their approach is with terror expeded, 
“ the vidory muft infallibly be their own: — In this 
“ cafe, ail things would co-operate with them to terrify 
“ the foe*, luch as, the fight of their numbers, which 
“ now only could appear in their greateft inlargement) 
“ the forebodings of their hearts what miferies were like 
“ to enfuci and, above all, the inftant necclfity they 
“ muft lie under of hazarding a battle: Thar, moreover, 
“ it was likely, that numbers of the enemy might be 
“ furprifed yet roaming abroad in the adjacent country, 
“ as ftill they were incredulous of the approach of the 
Athenians: Or, even though the Syracufans were fafely 
retired with all their effeds into the city, the army 
“ muft needs become matters of prodigious wealth, if 
** they (hould befiege the city and awe ail around it: 
“ That, by taking this ftep, the other Sicilians would be 
“ more difeouraged from fuccougng the Syracufans, 
“ and moreeafily inclined to concur with the Athenians, 
“ and all Ihifts and delays to keep clear of the contcll, 
“ till one fide was manifeftly fuperior, would be pre- 
“ eluded.” He added farther, that “ they Ihould take 
“ care to poflefs themlclvesof Megara, which was now 
“ delerted and not far from Syracufe cither by fca or 
“ land, as it would afford a fine ftation for their fiiips 
“ to lie in, would (belter them upon a retreat, and give 
“ expedition to their approaches.” 

But, though Lamachus delivered hisfentiments thus, he 
foon gave up his own opinion and went over to that of 
Alcibiades. And, in purfuance of this, Alcibiades with 
his own fingle (hip pa(red over to Meffene; and, having 
gained a conference with the Meffenians about an alliance 
uffenfiTve and defenfive, when no arguments he brought 

could 
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could perfuade, when on the contrary they returned 
this anfwer, that “ into their city they would not re- 
“ ceive them, though they were ready to accommodate 
“ them with a market without the walls,” he roDafied 
to Rhegium. And immediately the generals, hHving 
manned out fixty (hips with the choiceft hands hi the 
whole fleet and taken in a requifite ftock of fubfilleftcr, ' 
fleered away for Naxus, leaving the reft of the arma- 
ment at Rhegium under the care of one of thofe in the 
commifllon. 

After a reception granted them into their city by the 
Naxians, they floud away from thence to Catana. 
^nd, when the Cataneans refufed to receive them, (for 
in that city was a party flrongly attached to the Syracu- 
fans,) they put into the river Terias. After a night^s 
continuance there, the next day they failed for Syracufe} 
keeping the reft of the fleet ready ranged in a line of 
battle a-head. But they had detached ten beforehand, 
who were ordered to enter the great harbour of Syracufc, 
and to examine what naval force lay there ready launched 
for fervice, and to proclaim from their decks as they 
pafled along the (hore— -That, “ the Athenians are 
** come into thofe parts to replace the Leontines in 
“ their own territory, as they were bound in point both 
“ of alliance and confanguinityj that whatever Leon- 
** tines therefore were now refiding at Syracufe (hould 
** without fear come over to the Athenians, as friends 
“ and bencfadlors.” 

When the proclamation had been made, and they 
had taken a view of the city and its harbours, and of 
the adjacent ground, what fpois were moft convenient 
for adefeent and the commencement of the war, they 
failed back again to Catana. A council of war had 
been held in that city, and the Cataneans were come to 
a refolution, not to receive the armament but, how- 
ever, they granted an audience to the generals. Ac 
which, whilft Alcibiades harangued, and the inhabitants 
of Catana were all in the public afiembly, the Athenian 

foldiers. 
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Toldicrs, without giving any alarm, pulled down a little 
gate of a very forry ftrudlure, and then, entering the 
city, walked up and down in the market. But, fuch of 
the Cataneans as were of the Syracufan party no 
footer found that the army was got in, than, (truck into 
a fu^cn confternation, they ftole prefently out of the 
The number of thefe was but trifling. The reft 
of the inhabitants decreed an alliance with the Athenians, 
and encouraged them to fetch over the remainder of 
their armament from Rhegium. 

This point being carried, the Athenians, having pa(^ 
fed to Rhegium, were foon with the whole of their fleet 
' under fail for Catana, and, on their arrival there, they 
formed a proper Ration for their (hips and men. 

But now intelligence was brought them from Cama* 
rina that ** if they would come to countenance them, 
“ that city would declare on their fide j” and that 
the Syracufans are bufy in manning their fleet.” 
With the whole armament therefore they fleered along 
the coafl, touching flrfl at Syracufe. And, when they 
found that no fleet was there in readinefs to put to Tea, 
they flood oflF again for Camarina; and there, approach- 
ing the (hore, they notified their arrival by the voice 
of a herald. Admittance was however refufed them, 
the Camarineans ailedging that ** they were bound by 
** folemn oaths to receive only one Angle (hip of 
“ the Athenians, unlefs of their own accord they (hould 
“ require a larger number.” T hus difappointed they put 
out again to Tea } and, having made a defeent on fome 
part of the Syracufan territory, they picked up a booty, 
till the Syracufan cavalry making -head againfl them 
and cutting off fome of their light-armed who were drag- 
gled to a diftance, they re-embarked, and went again 
to Catana. 

On their return thither they find the Salamman ar- 
rived from Athens to fetch back Alcibiades, by pub- 
lic order of the State^ to take his trial for the crimes 
charged againfl him by his country, and alfo fome 

others 
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otherfi df the foldiery who attended him in the expedi* 
tion» againil whom informations had been given that 
they Were guilty of impiety in the affair of the Myfteries^ 
and agaifift (bme of them in that of the Mercuries. For* 
the Athenians, after the departure of the fleet, continu- 
ed to make as ftrift an inquifition as ever into the onmes 
committed in regard to the Myjlertes^ and alfo in r^'»«H 
to the Mercuries. What fort of perfons the informers 
were was no part of their concern, but, in the height 
of jcaloufy, giving credit indiferiminateiy to ail, 
through too great a deference to men of profligate and 
abandoned lives, they appreiicnded and threw intoprifon 
the moft worthy citizens of Athens *, efteeming it more 
prudent by pains and tortures to deleft the faft, than 
that a perfon of irreproachable charaftcr, when once 
accufed through the villany of an informer, fhould 
cfcape without the quellion. For, the people, having 
learned by tradition how grievous the tyranny of Pifi- 
ftratus and bis fons became at laft ; and, what is more, 
that it was not overthrown by themfelves and Har- 
modius, but by the induflry of the Lacedaemoni- 
ans *, lived in a conftanc dread of fuch another ufur- 
pation, and beheld ail thele incidents now with moft 
fufpicious eyes. But, in faft, the bold attempt of Har- 
inodius and Ariftogicon, took its rile merely from a 
competition in love. The particulars of which I (hall 
here unfold more largely, to convince the world, that 
no other people, no not even the Athenians themfelves, 
have any certain account, either relating to their own 
tyrants or the tranfaftions of that period. 

The truth is, that Pififtratus dying pofTefled of the 
tyranny in a good old age, not Hipparchus (as is gene- 
rally thought ) but Hippias, iheeldcft of his fons, was 
his jucceflbr in power, Harmodius being at this time 
in the flower ol his youth and beauty, Ariftogiton a 
Citizen of Athens, nay a citizen of the middle rank, 
doated upon and had him in his poflefllon. But, Ibmc 
attempts having been made upon Harmodius, by Hip" 

parchus 
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■^archus the fon of Pififtiatus, he rcjcdted his folicitatU 
ons, and difcovers the whole afiair to Aridogiton. 
The latter received the account with all that anguifli 
which a warm affcAion feels*, and, alarmed at the 
grcan power of Hipparchus, left by force he might feize 
the yputh, he inftantly forms a projed, a projed as 
not^ e as his rank in life would permit, to demolifh 
tnetyranny. And, in the mean time, Hipparchus, who, 
after making a fecond attempt upon Harmodius, was 
equally unfuccefsful in his fgit, could not prevail upon 
himfelf to make ufe of force j but, however, determined, 
upon fome remote o'ccafion which might cover his real 
defign from decedion, and was adually ftudying an 
opportunity, to diftionour the youth. — For, the power 
he had was never exerted in fuch a manner as to draw 
upon him the popular hatred, and his deportment was 
neither invidious nor diftaftefiil. Nay, for the moft 
part, this fee of tyrants were exad obfervers of the rules 
of virtUe and diferetion. They exaded from the Athe- 
nians only 2i twentieth oi ihtxv revenue; they beautified 
and adorned the city ; took upon themfelves the whole 
Gondod of the wars ; and prefided over the religious 
facrifices. In other refpeds, the State was governed 
by the laws already eftablifhed, except that they always 
exerted their influence to place their own creatures in 
the firft offices of the government. Several of their 
own family enjoyed tne annual office of Archon at 
Athens ; and, amongft others, Pififtratus, the fon of 
Hippias the tyrant, who bore the fame name with his 
grandfather, and, in his archonlhipi dedicated the altar 
of the twelve Gods in the public forum, and that of 
Apollo in the temple of the Pythian* The people of 
Athens, having fince made additions to it in order to 
inlarge the altar in the forum, by that means eflFaced 
the infeription : But that in the Pythian is yet legible, 
though the letters are wearing out apacci and runs 
thus : 


Pififtratus 
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♦ >> 

PiPiftratus from HippUs born 
Of Pythian Phcebus, radiant God of day, 

Chofe thus the temple to adorn, 

And thus record his own fupcrior fway. 

But, farther, that Hippias fuccecded in the gt^crn- 
ment as the eldeft fon, 1 myfclf can pofitively ave^_ 4 j, 

I know it to be fo, and have examined all the accounts 
of tradition with much greater accuracy than others. 
But any one may be convinced of the fadl by what I 
am going to fubjoin. — Now, we have abundaift light to 
prove, that he was the only one of the legitimate bro- 
thers who had any fons. So much the altar attefts, 
and the column erefled for a perpetual brand of the in- 
juftice of the tyrants in the citadel of Athens. In the 
latter, the infcription makes no mention of any fon, of 
either Theflalus or Hipparchus j but nameth five fons 
of Hippias, who were brought him by Myrrhine, the 
daughter of Callias, the fon of Hyperochidas. It 
is certainly mod probable that the eldeft fon was marri- 
ed firft } nay he is named the firft after his father on 
the upper part of the column. And there were good 
rcaibns for this preference j becaufe his feniority gave 
him this rankj and Becaufe he fuccecded to the tyranny. 
Nor can it in any light feem probable to me, that Hip- 
pias, on a ludden and with eafe, could have feized the 
tyranny, had Hipparchus died when inverted with it, , 
and he had only one day’s time to effeft his own efta- 
blilhment. 1 he reverfc is the truth ; that, having for 
a length of time been familiarized to the expeftation, 
having rendered himfelf awful to the citizens, and being 
fupported by vigilant and trufty guards, he received 
and enjoyed his power with abundant fccurity. He 
never had caufc, as a younger brother muft have had, 
to work his way through perplexities and dangers, as 
in that calehe could not by pra(ftice have been made an 
adept in the affair of government. But it was acciden- 
tal, and owing intirely to fubfequent misfortunes, that 

Hipparchus, 
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Hipparchus got the title, and palTed in the opinion of 
fucceeding ages for one of the tyrants. 

On Harmodius therefore, who was deaf to his felicita- 
tions, he executed his refentment in the- manner pre- 
determined. For, a fummons having been delivered to 
a nfter ol his, a young virgin, to attend and carry the 
bajket'in fomc public proccfTion, they afterwards rejedl- 
ed her i alledging, (he never had nor could have been 
fummoned, becaule (he was unworthy of the honour. 
This affront highly provoked Harmodius ; but Arifto- 
giton, out of zeal for him, was far more exafperated at 
it. The points needful to their intended revenge were 
■concerted with the party who concurred in the defign. 
But they waited for the great Panaihenaea to (frike the 
blowj on which feftival alone, without incuriing lufpi- 
cion, fuel) of the citizens as aflided in the proceflion 
might be armed and gathered together in numbers. It 
was fettled, that they themfelves fhould begin; and 
then, the body of their accomplices were to undertake 
their proteftion againft the guards of the tyrants family. 

The perfons made privy to this defign were but few, 
from a view to a more lecure execution of it. For they 
prefumed that even fuch as were .not in the fecret, 
when the attempt was once in whatever manner begun, 
finding themfelves armed, would feize the opportunity, 
and readily concur to afTert their own freedom. When 
therefore the feftival was come, Hippias, repairing 
without the walls to the place called Ceramicus, and 
there attended by his guards, was preferibing and ad- 
jufting the order of the proceflion. Harmodius and 
Ariitogiton, each armed with a dagger, advanced to 
execute their parts. But, when they faw one of their 
accomplices in familiar converfation with Hippias, (f'ir 
Hippias was affable and courteous to all men,) they 
were ftruck with fear; they imagined the whole cf 
their plot had been betrayed, and that already rhey were 
only not apprehended. Now therefore, by a fu.iden turn 
of refolution, they determined, if pofliblc, tofoatch a 
VoL. II. L ‘»«nely 



1+6 THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR. B.Vl 
timely revenge upon him, by whom they were aggrieved, 
and on whole account they had embarked into lo dan- 
gerous an affair. In this hurry of thought they rulhed 
back into the city, and met with Hipparchus at the 
place called Leocorium; where, without any regard to 
their own lafety, they made an inllant afiault upon him. 
And thus in all the fury of paifion, one aftuated by 
jealouiy, and the other by refentment, they wounded 
and they kill him. As the people immediately ran to- 
gether, Ariflogiton by favour of the concourfc el'capes 
for the prelent, but, being afterwards feized, was un- 
mercifuiiy treated : But Harmodius is inftanily flain on 
the rpot. 

The news of this afiaffination being carried to Hippi- 
as at the Ccrair.icus, he moved off immediately i not to 
the feene of ad ion, but towards the armed accomplices 
in the preedfion, before they could be informed of the 
faff, as they were ffationed at a diftancc. He artfully 
fupprelfed on his countenance all fenfe of the calamity ; 
and, pointing to a certain fpot, commanded them aloud 
to throw down their arms and file off" thither. This 
command they obeyed, expecting he had fomc- 
thing to communicate to them. But Hippias, ad- 
drcfling himlelf to his guards, orders them to take 
away thoje arms. He then picked out man by man, 
from amongfl them, luch as he defigned to put to the 
i]ueftion, and all upon whom a dagger was found : For, 
by ancient cuftom, they were to make the proceflion 
with a Ipear and a flueld. 

In this manner truly, from the anguilh *of irritated 
love, this conlpiracy took its rife, and this defperate 

attempt 


• And yet fo violently wer» tyrant! detefted at Athens, that the memory of Har- 
modius and AnOogiton was tv^r atter honoured there, as mart) is tor liberty a w 
fill! authors of the rum of tyiants. Their praifes were publicly lung at the gte- 
FuKitthtn^a, No flavc wras ever called by their names. Huxiteliv was emplo): ' 
to cad their fta'uei, which w'rc afterwards fet up m the forum t Xerm inde- 
rarued them away mtoPeiha, but Alexander afterwards fem them bade to Ather. 

fUun: 
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attempt was executed by Haimodiiis and Arillogiton, 
from the impuiie of a fu'Iden conflcrnaiion. But, after 
this, the tyranny becan.e more grievous up.jn the Athe- 
nians. Hippias, who was now more than ever alarmed, 
put many of the citizens to death ; ano caft his thoughts 
about towards foreign powers, to fecurc himfelf an 
afylum abroad in cafe of a total reve, le at home. I’o 
^antidas therefore, the fon of Hippoclus, tyrant of 
Lampfacus, — to a Lampfacene though he hindelf was 
an Athenian^ married his daughter Archedice, 

knowing that family to have a powerful intereft with 
king Darius. And the monument of that lady is now 
at Lampfacus, and hath this infeription : 

From Hippias fprung, with regal pow’r array’d. 
Within this earth Archedice is lay’d j 
By father, hufband, biothcrs, ions, ally’d 
To haughty thrones, yet never Rain’d with pride. 

For the fpace of three years after this, Hippias con- 
tinued in pofTenion of the tyranny at Athens; bur, being 
depoled in the fourth by tr.c Lacedremomans, and the 
exiled Aicnu'conidae, he retired by agreement to Si- 
gaeum ; from thence, to i^Antidas at Lampfacus; and, 
f.om thence, coking Darius : and, with a command un- 
der him, he marched twenty y»'ars after to Marathon; and, 
though much advanced in years, Icrvcd in that war with 
the Medes. 

The People of Athens, refiectirg on thefe paft tranf- 
adions, and recollecting all the dilmal narratives about 
them which tradition had handed down, treated witti 
great Icveriry, and deep fufpicions, all fuch as were in- 
formed againft, in relation to ihe myjieries : and thc-y con- 
ftrued the whole procedure as the dawning of a plot to 

Pluttrtb hath preferved a fmart reply of Antipho the orator, who will appear in 
this hirtory, to the elder Dionyftus, tyrant of Svracufe. The latter had put the quef- 
which was the fineft kind of hrafi? •• That, replied Antipho, of which the 
' ftatues of flarmcdiui and Ariilojiton were made.” 

L 2 
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eicft an ol gardiical and tyrannic power. And/ as 
their paffionti were inflamed by fucli apprchenfions, 
many worthy and valuable citizens were already 
th’own intoprifon. Nay, ii feemed as il their inqu fi- 
tion was to have no end, fince from day to day their 
indi}>nation gave into more increafing feverity, and 
numbers wer<- conflantly arrefted. Here, oneofthofe 

* who had been impnfoned on fufpicion (and a fufpi- 
cion too of being moft deeply concerned in the crime) 
is [ erfuaded, by one of his fellow-prifoners, to turn an 
evidence, no inatrer whether of truth or falfchood. Many 
conjectures hive pafled on both fides j but no one, 
neitr.cr at that time nor fince, hath been able to dif- 
cov“r themcn whowere really concerned in thcalFair. The 
argument which prevailed upon this perfon was, “the ne- 
** ccITi'.v for his taking luch a ftep, even though tie had 
“ no hand in the commiflion, fince by this he would in- 
** falli'jly procure hisown fafety.and deliver thecity from 
“ its pref'ent confufions. For he muft be much more 
“ fecure ol laving his life by iuch voluntary confcflTion 
“ on a prcmile of indemnity, than he could poflibly 
“ be Ihould he perfilt in an avowal of his innocence, and 
“ be brought to a trial.” In (hort, this man became 
an evidence, both againft himfelf and againft others, in 
the affair of the Mercuries. 

Gieat was the joy of the Athenian people at this (as it 
was thought) undoubted difeovery. And, as they had 
been highly chagrined before at their inability to deteCt 
the criminals, who had fo outrageoufly iniulted ihtmul- 
titude^ they immediately difeharged this informer, and 
all other prifoners, whom he did not name as accom- 
plice',. Upon fuch as he exprefsly named the judicial 
trials were held. Some of them they put to death, as 

many 

• Thiipffft-n, according to Phtmh m jVcihUdn, was Andocides the orator, a 
Iran alwaya reckoned of thtcligarchual faftion. And one Timaos, bis imimate 
iriend, who was a man of fmall confidcration at Athens but remarkable for a pene- 

tratingandemerprifinggeniu., was the petfon who perfoaded him to tora informer. 
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in&Hy as were prevented by timely arrefts from flying 
from\juftice i but they pronounced the fentcnce of death 
againiV the fugitives, and fet a price on their heads. 
Yet all this while it was by no means clea'-, that thofe 
who fufFcred were not unjuftly condemned. Thus much 
however is certain, that by I’uch proceedings the public 
tranquillity was reftored. 

In regard to Alcibiades; the Athenians were highly 
incenfed againll him, fince the party, which were hise- 
nemies, and had made their attacks upon him belore his 
departure, continued flill to inflame them. And now, 
as they prefumed the truth had been detected in relati- 
. on to the Mercuries^ it appeared to them, beyond a 
fcruple, that he mull; alfo have been guilty of the 
crimes charged againft him about the myfieries, upon 
the fame ground of a fccret combination againft the 
democracy. 

* At this critical period of time, when the public con- 
fufion was in all its height, it farther happened, rhat a 
Lacedjemonian army, though bv no means larg.*, ad- 
vanced as far as to the Ifthnius, to execute Tome feheme 
along with the Boeotians. 1 his was interpreted to the 
prejudice of Akibiadcs, as if they Jiad now taken the 
field at his inftigation, and not on any account of obli- 
ging the Bceoiians \ and that, “ had they not happily 
“ apprehended in time fuch as had been informed 
“ againft, Aihens had now been infallibly betrayed.” 
Nay, for the Ipace of a night, they kept guard under 
arms, within the city, in the temple of Thefeus. 

About the fame time, alfo, the friends of Alcibiades 
at Argos were fulpefted of a defign to aflault x\\c people. 
And thole hoftages of the Argives, who were kept in 
cuftody among the iflands, the Athenians on rhis occa- 
fion delivered up to tht people of Argos, to be put to 
death on thefe lulpicions. 

Thus reafons flowed in from every quarter for fuf- 
peiftiDg Alcibiades. Defirous therefore to bring him to 
a trial and to execution, they accordingly dilpatched the 

L 3 Halaminian 
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Salaminian to Sicily, to order him and fuch others as t.’.gy 
had intormarions againit to repair to Athens. Hiit it 
bad been given them in charge to notify to him, that 
“ he fiiould follow them home in order to make his de- 
“ fence,” and by no means to put him under arreft. 
This management was owing to a defiie of preventing 
all ftirs in the army or in the enemy -, and, not lead of 
all, to their willingnefs that the Mantineans and Argives 
ftiouki c-mtituie in the lervice, whofe attendance in the 
expedition they wholly alcribed to the intereft Aicibiades 
had with them. 

In ptirluante of this, Aicibiades omboard his own 
fliip, and accompanied by all thofe who were involved 
in the fame accufation, failed away from Sicily with the 
Salaminuni for Athens. And, when they were got to the 
height 01 Thutia, they no longer followed \ but quitting 
their fiiip were no longer to be feen. Cenfured as thetjf 
were, they tiorfl not in fad! undergo atrial. The crew 
of the exerted themfelves immediately in the 

fearch after Aicibiades and his companions : But, when 
they found the fearch was ineffeftua), they gave it up, 
and fleered away for Athens. And Aicibiades, now be- 
come a fugitive, pafTcd over in a veflel foon after from 
Thiiria ' to Peloponnrfus. But the Athenians, upon 
his ihiih abandoning his defence, pronounced the Icn- 
tcnct of de.i'h againll him and his aflbeiates. 

Atter thele tranfacVions, the Athenian generals who 
rciiMined in Sicily, having divided their whole arma- 
n.ent into two fquadrons and taken the command of 
tath by lot, fee fail with all their united force for Selinus 
and Lgelta. They were defirous to know, whether the 
Kgefteans would pay down the money : to dilcover alfo 

the 

^ mrLody at Thufla^ who knew AlclKiadcs, aiked him, why he wouW not 
(land a trial, and trufl hii country ? In other pomu I would j but, when my lifh 
js u i.ceij.cd, 1 vtcuid not trull my own mother, left (he (hould make a 
and put in a black be.in indeed of a white one.*’ And, when he was aftciwarde 
tola, iiis countrymen had paffed the fentcnce of death agauift him, he bri&ly 
I; piitri — ** £'Jt 1*11 make them know that 1 am alive,** Plutanb in Alcibiada, 
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tfe ^il’efent pofture of the Selinuntians ; and to learn the 
ftat?Wf their quarrels with the Egefteans. In their 
courf^ keeping on the left that part of Sicily which 
lies on the I'yrrhene gulf, they arrived at Himera, 
which is the only Grecian city in this part ofSicily; and, 
when denied reception here, they refurned their courfe. 
Touching afterwards at Hyccara, a Sicanian fortrefs 
but an annoyance to the Egefteans, they furprife iti for 
it was firuated clofe upon the fea ; and having doomed 
the inhabitants to be flaves, they delivered the place 
into the 'hands of the Egefteans, whofe cavalry was 
now attending on the Athenian motions. The land- 
forces marched away from hence through the territories 
of the Siculi, till they had again reached Catana ; but 
the vcflcls, on-board of which were the flaves, came 
back along the coafts. 

Nicias had proceefled from Hyccara direflly to 
Egcfta,where,aftertranrading other points and receiving 
thirty * talents, he rejoined the grand armament at Ca- 
tana. And here they fet up the flaves to fale f, and 
raifed by the money paid lor them J one hundred and 
twenty talents. 

They all'o failed about to their .Sicilian allies, fum- 
moning them to fend in their reinforcements. With a 
divifion alfo of their force they appeared before Hybla, 
a hoftile city in the diftrldl: of Gela, but were not able 
to take it. And here the fummer ended. 

Winter now fucceeding, the Athenians began imme- 
diately to get all things in readinels for an attempt upon 
Syracufe. The Syracufans were equally intent on 
making an attack upon them. For, fince the Aiheni- 

• 5S12/. 105 , Sterlhgt 

f Among the jcft, NiLias fold at this fale Lais the famous courtezan, at thii 
time a \ery young girl, whom her purchaftTS carr.cd to Connch, where fhe fet up 
ind drove a prodigious trade indeed, Plutarch in Niciau 
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ans had not thought proper, during their firft ^ic 
and confternation, to fall inftantly upon them, fi/h a 
protraction re-infpired them day after day with lyfw re- 
viving courage: Since, farther, by cruizing on 'he other 
fide ot Sicily, they feemed to affeft a remotenefs from 
them •, and, though (hewing themfelves belorc Hybla, 
and aitt^mpting the place, they had not been able to 
carry it, the Svracul'ans began now to treat tlv-m.with 
an open contempt. They even infified, as might be ex- 
peded from a populace who arc high in (pirits, “ that 
“ their generals (hould lead out towards Catena, fince 
“ the enemy durfl: not venture to march againft them.” 
The Syracufan horfemen alfo, fent daily out to 
oblcrve their motions, rode boldly up to the camp 
of the Athenians, inlulting them in other refpedls but 
erpcoiaily with this fnecring demand, “ Whether they 
“ were not rather come to gain a fetilemcnt for them- 
“ felvcs on a foreign fhorc than to replace the Leon- 
“ tines in their old poflclTions ?” 

The Athenian generals, inlormed of thefe bravadoes, 
were defirous ro (educe the whole ftrength of Syracufe 
to as great a d.'flanre as podible from that city, that 
they might fnamh an < pportunity of tranfporting thither 
their own forces by favour or the night, and feize a 
proper (pot whereon to fix their incampment, without 
any obitru^liun frorn the en. my. They were well con- 
vinccti, that their point could nor. be (b ealily accomplilh- > 
cd, fhould they endeavour to force a dclcent in the face 
of the enemy, or by a land-march fhould give them an 
early notice ot their defign. For, in fuch cafes, their own 
lignt-armed, and that cumberlome train which muft 
attend, as they had no hor(b to cover their motions, 
iiuift iuf'icr greatly from ilie numerous cavalry of the 
Synruf.ns: But, by the other fcheme, they might 
pre-occupy a (pot of ground, where the cavalry could 
not give them any confiderable annoyance. Nay, 
what is more, the Syracufan exiles, who followed their 

camp. 
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cS:^» had informed them of a piece of ground, con- 
ven.;nt for their purpofe, near Olympiaeum. 

In ^rder therefore to accomplilh the point, the gene- 
rals hav“ recourl'e to the following artifice. — They dif- 
patch an emiflury, of whofe fidelity they were well 
afl’urcd, and who might alfo pafs with the generals of 
Syr.icufc as well affeded to their caufe. The perfon 
employed was a Catanean. He told them “ he was 
“ lent by tlieir friends in Catana,” with whofe names 
they were acquainted and knew well to be of that num- 
ber in Oatana, which perfilled in ftedfaft attachment to 
them: He laid farther, that, “ the Athenians repofed 
“ themfelves by night within the city at a diftance 
from their arms; and that in cale they (the Syra- 
“ cufans) on a day prefixed, would with all the forces 
“ of their city appear by early dawn before the Athe- 
“ nian camp, the Cataneans would Ihut up thofe with- 
in the city and fet fire to their fhipping, by which 
“ means they might force the intrcnchments and ren- 
“ der chemielves mailers of the camp; that, farther, the 
“ party of Cataneans, that would co-operate with them 
“ in this fcheme, was veiy large, and already prepared 
“ to execute thefe points he was now fent to propofe.” 

The Syracufan generals, whofe ardour other contin- 
gencies had already inflamed, and who had formed a 
refolution, even previous to luch encouragement, to 
march their forces towards Catana, without the lead 
referve gave implicit credit to this emiflary ; and, 
having inltantly pitched upon a day for execution, clif- 
milTed him. They alfo (for by this time the Selinun- 
tian and fome other auxiliaries had joined them) iflued 
out their orders for the whole military llrength of Syra- 
cufeto maich out on the day appointed. No fooner 
therefore were all the needful preparations adjufted, and 
the time at hand at which they were to make their ap- 
pearance, than — on the march lor Catana, they halted 
one night upon the banks of the Symajehus, in the 
Leontinc diltridl. But the Athenians, when aflured 
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they had thus taken the field, decamping inftantly ^fih 
the whole of their force, and with all the Siciliaj^' and 
other auxiliaries who had joined them, and eml>.rking 
themfclves on-board their Ihips and tranfportSf fleered 
away by ni^ht for Syracufe, And, early the next dawn, 
they landed on the intended fpot near Olympiasum, in- 
tent on forming and fecuring their incampment. The 
cavalry of the ijyracufans, in the mean time, came up 
firrttoCatanaj and discovering, that the whole Athe- 
nian army had put to fea by night, they return with 
this intelligence to their foot. Upon this, the whole 
army, Toon wheeling about, returned with all fpecd to 
the defence of Syracufe, 

In the mean time, the Athenians, as the enemy had 
a long way to march, formed an incampment on an 
advantageous fpot without the leaft obftrudlion. On 
it, they were poffeffed of the advantage of fighting only 
at their own tlifcretion, and the Syraculan horfe could 
give them the leaft annoyance, either during or before 
an engagement. On one fide, they were flanked by 
walls, and houfes, and trees, and a marfh; and on 
the other by precipices. I'hey alfo felled fome trees 
that grew near-, aruj, carrying them down to the fliore, 
they piled them into a barricade for the defence of 
their flups, and to cover them on the fide of Dafeon. 
1 hey alfo expeditioufly threw up a rampart, on the 
part which Icemed moft accefliblc to the enemy, of 
llones picked out for the purpofe, and timber, and 
broke down the bridge of the Anapus. 

1 hus bufied as they were on tonifying their camp, 
not lb much as one perfon ventured out of the city to 
obftrudt their proceedings. The firft, who appeared to 
make any refifiance, were the Syracufan cavalry, and, 
when once they had fliewn themfclves, the whole body 
of their infantry was foon in fight. They advanced 
firft of all quite up to the Athenian works j but, when 
they perceived that they would not fally out to fight 

them, 
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they again retreated: And, having croflTed the. 
roa(^to Helorum, rcpofed themfelves for the night. 

luccetding day, the Athenians and allies pre- 
pared ^r engagement, and their order of battle was 
formed, ''as follows: — The Argives and Mantineans 
had the right, the Athenians the center, and the reft of 
the line was formed by the other confederates. One 
half of the whole force, which was ranged in the firft 
line, was drawn up by eight in depth. The other half, 
being polled near the tents, formed a hallow fquare, in 
which the men were alfo drawn up by eight. The latter 
were ordered, if any part of the line gave way, to keep 
a good look-out and advance to their fupport. And 
within this hallow fquare they ported all the train who at- 
tended the fervice of the army. 

But the Syracufans drew up their heavy-armed, 
which body confifted of the whole milliary ftrength of 
Syraeule and all the confederates who had joined them, 
in files confining of fixicen. Thofe, who had joined 
with auxiliary quotas, were chiefly the Selinuntiansj and 
next, the horleof the Geloans, amounting in the whole 
to about two hundred: The horfe alio of the Camari- 
neans, about twenty in number, and about fifty archers. 
Bur their horlcmcn they ported to the right, being not 
fewer in number than twelve hundredj and, next to 
them, the darters. 

The Athenians being now intent on advancing to the 
charge, Nicias, addrelfing himlclf in regular order to 
the troops ol the feveral 6tateSy animated them to the 
fight by the following harangue, repeated in turn to the 
whole army. 

WHAT need, my fcllow-foldiers, of a long ex- 
“ hortation, lince we arc here, determined, and refo- 
“ lute for adlion ? For this our prefent arrangement 
“ feems to me a rtronger confirmation of your courage, 
“ than any words could be, how eloquently foever de- 

hvered, if we were inferior in ftrength. But when, 

“ Argivcs, 
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“ Argives, and Mantineans, and Athenians, and '!^c 
“ flower of the ifl^ s, we are here alTembled toge^h^,'-^ 
“ how is it poflible, when fuch brave and nu^^rous 
“ allies are to fight in company, that we fh^uld not 
“ entertain a ftedfaft, nay the wanpcfl, hope, “^that the 
“ vidory will be our own? Nay more, as wc hav.* to 
“ do with a promifcuous crowd, the mob of a city, 
“ not feleded for It r vice, as we have had the honour 
“ to be; and who, it muft be added, are but Sicilians; 

“ who, though alFtding to defpile us, will never fuf- 
** tain our charge, bccaufc their (kill is far beneath their 
“ courage. 

“ Let every foldier farther recal to his remembrance, 
that he is now at a vafl: diftance from his native foil, 

“ and near no friendly land but what you (hall render 
“ fuch by the efforts of your valour. Such things I 
“ am bound to luggeft to your remembrance, the re- 
“ vcrfc, I am well convinced, of what our enemies uttef 
“ for their mutual encouragement. They undou >redly 
are roaring aloud — • It is for your country you are 
“ now to fighf. But 1 tell that from your coun- 
“ tiy you are now remote; and, as fuch, muft cither 
“ conquer, or not without difficulty ever fee it again, 

“ fince the numerous cavalry of the enemy will prefs 
“ hard upon our retreat. Call therefore to mind your 
own dignity and worth; advance with alacrity to 
“ aflault your foes; convinced, that your prelent ne» 

“ celfities and wants are far more terrible than the 
“ enemy you are to engage.” 

When Nicias had finilhed this exhortation, he led on 
his army towards the encounter. But the Syracuians 
were not yet prepared, as by no means cxpefting to be 
charged lo loon; and fomc of the foldiers, as the city 
Jay fo near, were draggled thither. Thele however 
came running with all eagernefs and fpeed to gain their 
pofts; too late upon the whole; but, as each of them 
met with any number intent on adtion, he ranued 

himlclf 
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... rdf in their company. The Syracufans, to do them 
were not deficient in aiacrity or courage, neither 
in th^ prefent battle nor any of the following. 
They Maintained their ground gallantly fo long as 
their competence of Ikili enabled them; but, when 
that failed them, they were forced, though with rc- 
luflance, to flacken in their ardour. However, though 
far from imagining that the Athenians would prefume 
to begin the attack, and though obliged in a hurry to 
Hand on their defence, they took up their arms, and 
advanced immediately to meet their foe. 

In the firft place, therefore, the (lingers of ftones with 
cither the hand or the fling, and the archers, on both 
fidcs, began the engagement ; and alternately chafed 
one another, as is generally the cafe ampng the bodies 
of the light armed. In the next place, the foothfayers 
brought forwards and immolated the folemn vidims; 
and the trumpets fummoned the heavy-armed to clofc 
firm together, and advance. 

All fides now began to face; the Syracufans to fight 
for their country; each foldier amongft them for hi.s 
native foil, to earn, for the prefent his prefervation, and 
for the future his liberty. — On their enemies fide; the 
Athenians, to gain pofleflion of a foreign country, and 
not to damage their own by a daftardly behaviour: 
The Argives, and voluntary part of the confederates, 
to procure tor the Athenians a happy accomplifhment of 
their fthemes, and again to vifit their own country, to 
which they were endeared, vidorious and triumphant; 
and that part of the confederacy, which attended in 
obedience to the orders of their mafters, were highly 
animated by the thought, that they muft earn their 
fatety now at once, or, if defeated now, muft lor the fu- 
ture delpair, and then, fccretly aduited perhaps by the 
diftant hope, thar, were others reduced to the Athenian 
yoke, their own bondage might be rendered more light 
and caiy. 


The 
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The buHnefs being now come to blows, they ^ 'a* 
long time maintained the ground on both fide^ It 
happened, farther, that fome claps of thunde/ were 
heard, attended with lightning and a heavy rain! This 
caufed a hidden conflernation in the Syracufans, who 
now for the firft time engaged the Athenians, and had 
gained very little experience in the affairs of war. But, 
by the more experienced enemy, thefc accidents were 
interpreted as the ordinary effects of the feafon *, and 
their concern was rather employed upon the enemy, 
whom they found no eafy conqueft. But the 'Argives, 
having firft of all defeated the left wing of the Syracu- 
fans, and the Athenians being afterwards fuccefsful in 
their quarter of the battle, the whole Syracufan army 
was foon thrown into diforder, and began the flight. 
The Athenians however did not continue the purfuit to 
any great diftance: for, the Syracufan cavalry, as they 
were numerous and unbroken, put a (top to the chace' 
by affaulting thofe parties of heavy-armed, whom they 
faw detached for the purfuit, and driving them bkk 
into their own line. Having purfued only fo far as 
they could in an orderly and fecure manner, they again 
retreated and eredlec|, a trophy. 

But the Syracufans, who had rallied again in the road 
to Helorum, and were drawn up as wcil as the prefent 
pofture of affairs would permit, fend a ftrong detach- 
ment from their body for the guard of Olympiteumj 
apprehenfive, that the Athenians might olherwife feize 
,thc treafures that were repofued there. And, this being 
done, with the remainder of their force they retired 
within the walls of Syracufe. 

The Athenians in the mean time made no advances 
againft Olympiasum*, but, after gathering together the 
bodies of their flain, and laying them upon the funeral 
pyre, they paffed the night on the field of battle. 

The next day they delivered up their dead under 
truce to the Syracufans, of whom and their allies there 
had pcriflied about two hundred and fixty men; and 

then 
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tftoi gathered up the bones of their own. Of the 
Atfv^nians and their allies about fifty in all were fliin. 
And N^ow, with all the pillage they had made of the 
enemy V they failed back toCatana. 

This was owing to the feafon of the year, now ad- 
vanced to‘ winter. It was no longer judged polTible for 
them to be able to continue the war in their prefent 
poll before they had procured a fupply of horie from 
Athens, and had aflembled others from their confede- 
rates in Sicily, that they might not be entirely expofed 
to the hbrfe of the enemy. They were alfo intent on 
colleding pecuniary aids in thofe parts, and fome were 
expected from Athens. — “ 7'hey might alfo obtain 
“ the concurrence of fome other cities, wh|ch they 
“ hoped would porve more tradfable, fince they bad 
“ gained a battle: They wanted, farther, to furnilh 
** themfclvcs with provifions and all neceflary ftores, 
which might enable them early in the fpring to make 
“ new attempts on Syracufe.** Determined by thefc 
confiderations, they failed back to Naxus and Catana, 
in order to winter there. 

The Syracufans, after they had performed the obfc- 
quies of their flain, called a general afiembly of the 
people. And on this occafion Hermocrates, the ion of 
Hermon, (a man who was inferior to none in all other 
branches of human prudence, who for military (kill 
was in high reputation, and renowned for bravery,) 
Handing forth among them, endeavoured to encourage 
them, and prevent there being too much diipirited by 
their late defeat. 

He told them, “ that in courage they had not been 
“ worfted, but their want of diit ipline had done them 
“ harm: and yet the harm fufFered by that was not 
near fo great as they might juftly have expeded; cfpe- 
“ cially when, no better than a rabble of mechanics, 
“ they had been obliged to enter the lifts againft the 
“ molt experienced loldiery ol Greece: That whal hurt 
“ tiiem molt vvas too large a number of generals, and 

“ the 



i6o THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR. B. VL 
the multiplicity of commands which was thence 
“ Goned, (for the number of thofe who comma^cd 
“ was fifteen,) whilft the bulk of their army o^^rved 
“ no dil'cipline, and obeyed no orders at But, 

“ were only a few ikiliul generals feledfed for tne cruft, 

*♦ would they only be intent this winter ort training 
“ their bodies of heavy armed, and furnilh others with 
arms who had none for themielves, in order to cn» 
“ large their number as much as pofilble and inure 
“ them to fettled exercife and ufe, ■— he affured them, 
“ thus, in all probability, they muft upon the Whole be 
** too hard for their foes, as their natural portion of 
“ valour was great, and (kill would be attained by 
“ pradice: That both of thefe would progreffivcly be- 
“ come more perfect ♦, difeipline, by being exercifed 
“ through a feries of danger; and inward bravery 
“ would merely of itfelf increafe in gallant confidence, 
“ when affured of the fupportof (kill: As to generals^' 
“ that few only, and thofe invefted with ablblute 
” power, ought to be eleded and confirmed by a 
“ folemn oath from the people^ — that they were per- 
“ mitted to lead the army where and how they judged 
“ beft for the public fcrvicc. For, by this means, 
“ what ought to be concealed would be lefs liable to 
** detedion, and all the fehemes of war might be di* 
“ reded with order and a certainty of fuccels.” 

The Syracufans, who had liftened to this difeourfe, 
decreed whatever he propoled. They elcded Hermo- 
crates himfelf to be a general, and Heraclides the fon 
of Lyfimachus, and Sicanus the fon of Hcxeceftusj 
thefe three. They alfo appointed embaffadors to go to 
Corinth and Lacedsemon, to procure the alliance of 
thofe States, and to perluade the Lacedaemonians to 
make hotter war upon the Athenians, with an open 
avowal that they aded in behalf of the Syracufans j 
that, by this means, they might either be obliged to 
rccal their fleet from Sicily, or might be lefs able to fend 
any reinforcements to the army already there. 


The 
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'^hc Athenian forces, which lay at Catana, foon 
madman excurfion from thence to Mcffene, expeding 
to havs it betrayed into their power. But all the llep;,, 
taken p^vioufly for the purpofe, were totally difcon- 
certed. Vor Alcibiades, upon his quitting the com* 
mand wheh recalled to Athens, being convinced within 
himfelf that exile muft be his portion, betrayed the 
whole pr</jed (as he had been in the fccretj to luch 
perfons at Meffene as were attached to the Syracufans. 
The firlt ftep ihis party took Was to put to death all 
the perfons againd whom he informed. And, at the 
time of this attempt being quite in a ferment and under 
arms, they carried their point, lo that thole who wifli- 
ed to give it were obliged to refufe admiflion to the 
Athenians. The Athenians therefore, after thirteen 
days continuance on that coaft, when the weather be- 
gan to be tcmpcftuoLis, when their provifions failed, 
and no hope of fuccefs appeared, returned to Naxuj 
* *, fwhere, having thrown up an intrenchment round 
their camp, they continued the reft of the winter. 
They alfo difpatched a trireme lo Athens, to forward 
a fupply of money and horfemen to join them without 
fail by the beginning of the fpring. 

The Syraculans employed themfelves this winter in 
fortifying their city. They inclofed Temenites within 
their new works, and carried their wall through all 
that length of ground which faceth Epipolae, that, in 
cafe they Ihould be unable to keep the field, the enemy 
might have as little room as poflible to raife counter- 
works of annoyance. They alfo placed a garrifon at 
M^-gara, and another in Olympireum. And ail along 
the lea they drove rows of piles, wherever the ground 
was convenient for defeents. Knowing, alio, that the 
Athenians wintered at Naxus, they marched out with 
all their force againft Catana. d hey ravaged the tern- 

f In the original is adrfed kxI Rut all the cditori aqd note-wrircri 

give it and own they can make nothing of iC. 
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tory of the Cataneans*, and, after burning the tents ^ 
camp of the Athenians, they returned home. Jf 
Having alio had intelligence, that the Atheni|^ had 
fcnt an embafly to Camarina, under favour o|/a treaty 
made formerly with them by Laches, to try itr it were 
polTible to procure their concurrence; they alfo dif* 
patched an embafly thither, to traverfe the negotiation. 
For, the Camarineans were fufpetfled by them, as if 
they had not cordially fcnt in their quota of afliflance 
for the firft battle, and left for the future they might 
be totally averfe from aftingin their fupport, as in that 
battle they had feen the Athenians vitftorious, and fo, 
induced by the former treaty they had made with the 
latter, might now declare openly on their fide. 

When therefore Hermocrates and others were arri- 
ved at Camarina from Syracufe, and, from the Athe- 
nians, Kuphemus and his colleagues in the embaflfy, 
an aflTen bly of the Camarineans was held ; in which, • 
Hermocrates, defirous to give them a timely diftaftc 
againft the Athenians, harrangued them thus ; — 

“OUR embafly hither, ye men of Camarina, hath 
“ not been occafioned by any fears we were under, that 
“ you might be too much terrified at the great equip- 
“ ment with which the Athenians have invaded us ♦, 
** but rather by our knowledge with what kind of 
“ arguments they would impoleon your underftanding, 
“ by which, betorc we had an opportunity to remon- 
“ flrate, they might feduce you into a concurrence. 
“ Sicily in fad they have invaded, upon fuch pretext 
“ as you have heard them give out; but with fuch 
“ imentiens as we have ail abundant realon to 
“ lulped. And to me it is clear, that their ichenies 
“ have no tendency to replant the Leonrines, but ra- 
thcr to lupplant us all. For, how is it reconcileabic 
with comrnon-li nle, that a people, who have ever 
“ befn employed in the ruin of the which are 
“ neighbouring to Athens, Ihould be fincer^ in re- 

“ eltabhlHing 
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•^ftablilhing a Sicilian people ; or, by the bonds 
of confanguinity, hold thcmfclves obliged to proteft 
“ the ^Lcontines, who are of Chalcidic defcent, whilft 
“ on Chalcideans of Euboea, ffoni whom thefe o- 
“ thers are a colony, they hold faft-rivetted the yoke 
“ of flavery ? No j it is the fame cruel policy, that 
fubjugated the Grecians in that part of the world* 
which now exerts itfclt to glut their ambition ih this; 
“ Thefe are thofe very Athenians, who formerly, ha- 
“ ving been eledled their common leaders by the well- 
defigning lonians and that confederate body which 
“ derived from them their defcent, on the glorious pre- 
tence of avenging themfelvcs on the Perfian mo- 
“ narch, abufed their truft by inflaving thole who pla- 
«« ced confidence in them ; charging fome with delert- 
“ ing the common caufe, others with their mutual em- 
broilments, and all, at length, with different but fpe- 
“ cious criminations. And, on the whole, thefe Athe- 
“ nians waged war againft the Mede, not in the caufd 
“ of Grecian liberty* as neither did the other Grecians 
“ in the defence of their own : The former fought, not 
“ indeed to fubjed the reft of Greece to the Mede, but 
** to their own felves ; the latter* merely to obtain a 
“ change of mafter j a maftef not inferior in policy, but 
** far more abundant in malice. 

“ But, though Athens, ort manifold accounts, be ob- 
“ noxious to univerfal cenfurc and reproach, yet we are 
“ not come hither to prove how juftly fhe deferveth it* 
** fince your own convitftion precludes the long detaih 
We are much more conceined at prefent to cenfurc 
“ and reproach ourfelves, fince* with all the examples 
“ before our eyes of what the Grecians in thole parts 
“ have fuffered, who, for want of guarding againft their 
** incroachments, have fallen viftims to their ambition* 

“ ■■■ fince, with the certain knowledge that they ard 
“ now playing the fame fophiftries upon us, — “ there- 
“ plantation ol their kindred Leontines,” — “ the fup- 
port of the Egefteans, their allies/* we Ihcw 
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“ no inclination to unite together in our common cje^ 
“ fence, in order to give them moft fignal proofs, 
thatinSiiily are neither lonians, nor Helicfpomins, 
“ nor iflanders, who will be flaves, though cvrf chan-. 
“ ging their mafter, one while to the Mde^ /rod foon 
“ after to whoever will pleafe to govern ; — fast, on the 
“ contrary, that we arc Dorians, who from Pclopon- 
nefus, that feat of liberty and independence, came to 
“ dwell in Sicily. Shall we, therefore, protract our u- 
“ nion, till, city after city, we are compelled to a fub- 
“ miflion i we — who are convinced that thus only 
“ we can be conquered, and when we even behold that 
“ thus cur foes have drtff^d up their plan ; amongft 
« fome of our people fcattering diflentions, fetting o- 
« thers to war down each other for the mighty recom- 
« pence of their alliance, cajoling the reft as may beft 
« foothe the pride or caprice of each,and avail themfelvcs 
« of ihefe methods to work our ruin ? We even in-* 
“ dulge the wild imagination, that, though a remote 
« inhabitant of Sicily be deAroyed, the danger can ne- 
«« ver come home to ourlelvcs ; and that he who pre- 
“ cedes us in ruin is unhappy only in and for himfclf. 

** Is there now a man amongft you who imagines, 
« that merely a Syracufan, and not himlelf, is th*c ob- 
« of Athenian enmity, and pronounceih it hard 
** that he muft be expoied to dangers in which I only 
“ am concerned ? Let fuch an one with more folidity 
« refiedl i that, not merely for what is mine, but equally 
** alfo lor what is his own, he (hould alTuciate with me, 
“ though within my precincts ; and that this may be 
« done with greater lecurity now, fince as yet I am not 
“ quite deftroyed, fince in me he is furc of a ftedfaft 
“ ally, and before he is bereaved of all fupport may 
hazard the contention. And let him farther reft al- 
lured, that it is not the foie view of the Athenian to 
bridle enmity in a Syraculan j but, under the colour 
of that pretext, to render himfelf the more fecure, 
« by gaining for a time the friendlhip of another. 

“ If 
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“ If others, again, entertain any envy or jealoufy 
of Sy racufe, for, to each of thefe, great States are ge- 
“ ner?|ly obnoxious, and would take delight in feeing 
“ us dJ^rcflVd, in order to teach us nioderation, though 
not t^ally deftroyed, from a regard to his own pre- 
fervarion, — thefe are fuch fanguine wiflies, as, in the 
courfe of human affairs, can never be accomplilhed : 
“ Becaufe it is quite impoflible, that the fame perfon 
(hall build up airy fchemes to foothe his own paffions 
and ^then infure their fucctfs. And thus, fhould 
“ fome finifter event take place, quite funk under the 
“ weight of his own calamity, he would perhaps be 
foon wilhing again, that I was fo replaced as to ex- 
cite his envy. Impuffible, this, for one who aban- 
“ doncd my defence, who refuled before-hand toparti- 
** cipate my dangers, — dan«4ers, though not in name, 
yet in rcal'ty, his own ! For, if namei alone be re- 
“ garded, he ads in the fupport of my power j but, 
if realities, of his own prefervaiion. 

“ Long fince, ye men of Camarina, it was incum- 
“ bent on you, who are borderers upon us, and muft 
“ be our feconds in ruin, to have forefecn thefe things, 
“ and not to have abetted our defence with fo much re- 
“ mifTnels as you have hitherto done it. You ought to 
“ have repaired to our fupport with free and voluntary 
aid j with fuch as, in cafe the Athenians had begun 
firft with Camarina, you would have come with ear- 
“ neft prayers to implore from us : So cordial and faa- 
“ lert you fhould have appeared in our behalf, to avert 
us from too precipitate fubmiffions. But thefe things 
** never were j not even you, nor any other people, 
“ have (hewed fuch affedion or alacrity for us. 

From timoroufnefs of heart you will fludy perhaps 
“ a manage both with us and the invaders, and alledge, 
“ that there arc treaties fubfiftingbetwecnyourlelvcs and 
“ the Athenians. Yet thefe treaties you never made to 
“ hurt your friends, but to repel the efforts of your 
foes, fhould they dare to attack you. By them you 
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are bound to give defenfive aid to the Athenians 
when attacked by others, and not when they (as 
** the prcftnt cafe) injurioufly fall upon your neigh-, 
“ hours. Remember that the Rhegians, thourfh even 
of 'Chalcidic defeent, have refufed to conwr with 
them in replanting the Leontines, who are alfo Chal- 
cideans. Hard, indeed, is your fate, if they, fuf- 
peding fome bad defign to lie lurking under a fair 
jufljfication, have rccourfe to the wary moderare be- 
** haviour which appearances will not warrant ; whill^ 
you, on the pretended ground of a rational rt)ndu<5f, 
“ are eager to lerve a people who are by nature your 
foes i and join with moft implacable enemies to de- 
“ llroy your own kindred, to whom nature hath fo 
clofely attached you ! 

“ In fuch a conduft there is no juftice : 7 he jufticc 
lies in abetting our caufe, ^nd not daftardly fhrinking 
** before the terror of their arms. Thefe arms arc not ^ 
“ terrible, would we only all combine in our mutual 
** defence i they are only fo, if, on the contrary, we con- 
“ tinue difunited, the point which the Athenians la- 
“ hour with fo much alTiduity. For, even when fin- 
gly againft us they entered the lifts, and were vidlo- 
rious, yet they were pot able to effe^luatc their dc- 
figns, but were obliged precipitately to re-embark, 

“ It united, therefore, what farther can we have to 
“ fear ? What hinders us from aflbeiating together 
with inftant alacrity and z^al ? efpecially as we 
“ foon fhall receive an aid from Peloponnefus, who in 
all the bufinefs of war are far fuperior to Athenians. 
Rejeft, I fay, the vain prefumption, that cither it 
“ will be equitable in regard to us, or prudential in rc- 
“ gard to yourlelves, to take part with neither fide^ on 
** pretence that you have treaties fubftfting with both ; 

** There is a fallacy in it, which, though veiled under 
plaufible words, the event will foon dete(f(. For jf, 
through your determination to abandon his fupport, 

** the party already attacked be vanquiftied, and the 

^ alTai^n^ 
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** alTailant be invigorated by fuccefs, what can fuch ab« 
“ Tenting of yourfclves avail, but to help forwards the 
« ruin of the one, and afford free fcopc to the pernicious 
“ fchenpes of the other ? And how glorious would the 
“ reverfe^f this condud be, would you exert your cf- 
** forts to redrefs the injured, who alfo by rhe ties 
“ of confanguinity have a right to exped it from you } 
“ to guard the common welfare of Sicily ; and not fuf- 
fer your friends, your good friends, the Athenians, 
“ to ruQ out into a courfe of outrage ! 

“ In a word, we Syracufans have now only this to 
“ add : That arguments are fupcrfluous, cither for the 
“ inftrudion of you or of others, in points whofe ten-» 
“ dcncy you know as clearly as ourfelves. But we ear- 
“ neftly conjure you, and, if prayers will not avail, we 
“ boldly proteft againft you, that, as the worft defigns 
are formed againft us by our eternal fo^-s, the lo- 
“ nians, you would ad as you ought j— if not, that by 
you we are bafely betrayed, Dorians by Dorians. 
“ if fuch muft be our fate, if by the Athenians we 
“ muft be deftroyed, they will be indebted for their 
“ fuccefs to your determinations, but the glory of it 
“ will be totally alTumcd by themfclvcs. Nay, the 
“ chief reward they will reap from the vidory will be 
“ this, to inflavc the perfons who enabled them to gain 
** it. But then, (hould the vidory reft with us, you are 
“ the men from whom we (hall exad revenge for ail the 
dangers to which wc have been expofed. Examine 
“ things, therefore, and declare your refolution, either 
“ at once, without embarking into dangers, to put on 
“ the Athenian chains i or, with us, to face the ftorm 
“ and earn your prefervation ; not bafely bending to 
the yoke or foreign tyrants, and preventing an enmi- 
ty with us which will not quickly be appeafed.” 

In ihcfe words Hcrmocratcs harangued the Camari* 
neans : And, when he had ended, Euphemus, embaf- 
fidor of the Athenians, replied as follows ; 

M 4 . 
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“OUR journey hither was intended for the renewal 
“ of a former alliance i bur, as this Syracufan hath tar 
“ ken the liberty to be fevere upon us, we lie under an 
“ obligation to (hew the jufticc- of our title to^at (har^ 
of dominion which we now poflefs. And me ftrong? 
“ eft evidence of this^ he himlelf hath been pleafed to 
“ give, by afBrming, that lonians have been eternal 
“ foes to Dorians. The fadt is incontcftibly true : 
“ Since we, who are lonians, have been necclTitatcd to 
“ (land ever upon our guard againft the inctoaching 
“ dt figns of the Peloponneiians, who are Dorians, who 
“ are our fuperiors in number, and are ftated upon our 
“ borders. When, therefore, in the clul'e of the Per? 
“ ban invafion, we faw ourfclves mafters of a navy, we 
“ aflerted our ov^n independence from the government 
“ and guidance of the Lacedaemonians, fince no (ha? 
“ dow of reafon could be found whywe(hou!d be obe? 
“ diem to them any more than they to us, fave only 
“ that in this critical period their llrcngth was greater. 
We were afterwards appointed, by free eleftion, the 
“ leaders of thole lonians who had formerly been fub? 
“ jtd to the monarch. And the preference awarded to 
“ us we continue to fupport ; affured that only thus we 
“ (hall el'cape fubjedion to the Peloponnefun yoke, by 
“ keeping pobi-ffion of a power which can effedually 
“ awe all their incroachments. And, farther, (that we 
“ may ct.-me to’ particulars,) it was not with injuftice 
“ tha' we exacted fubjetflion from thole lonians, and in» 
“ habitants of the ifles, whom the Syracufans fay we 
“ titought proper to inllave, though connedled with us 
“ by the ties ot blood: For they marched, in compapy 
with the Mdf, againll their mother- country, againft 
“ us, their founders. They had not the courage to cx-» 
** pole their ov/n homes to ruin and devaftation by an 
honed revolt, though we with magnanimity aban- 
doned even Athens itfclt. They made flavery these 
“ choice, and in the fame milcrable fate would have 

been 
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been glad to invelope us. Thus folid are the ' 
« grounds on which we found our title to that eatenfivc 
“ rule we now enjoy. We honcftly defervc it : Since, 

“ in the caul’e of Greece, we equipped the largeft fleet, 

“ and everted the grcatefl: ardour, without the lead e- 
** quivocatior i and fince thole others, adipg with im- 
** plicit obedience to the did all they could to 

“ dirtrefs us. To which let it "be added, that we were 
“ at the fame time defirous to obtain a ftrength fuffi- 
“ cient to give a check to the ambition of Peloponne- 
“ fians. SubmilTive, therefore, to their didates, we are 
“ not, will not be j becaufe, either in return for the 
** repulfe of the barbarian by our fingle efforts, or in 
“ requital of the dangers we bravely encountered in dc- 

“ fence of the liberty of thole lonians, greater than 

“ all the reft of Greece, or even they themfelves, durft 
“ hazard for their own, — we have an undoubted 
right to empire. 

“ But, farther, to guard its own liberties and right* 
“ is a privilege, which, without either murmur or en* 
vy, will be allowed to every State ; And now, for 
“ the fecurity of thefe important points to ourfelvcs, 
“ have we ventured hither to b^g your concurrence ; 

confeious, at the fame time, ye men of Camarina, 
“ that your welfare too coincides with our own. This 
“ we can clearly demonftrate, even from thofe crimina- 
tions which our adverfaries here have lavilhed upon 
** us, and from thofe fo terrible fufpicions which you 
yourfelves are inclined to entertain of our proceed- 
ings. We are not now to learn, that men, who 
“ with fomc high degrees of horror lufpcdt latent mif- 
“ chief, may for the prefent be Toothed by an infinua* 
ting flow of words j but, when fummoned to adfion, 
‘‘ will fo exert themfelves as is expedient for their wel- 
“ fare : And, confonant to this, we have already hint- 
“ cd that through fear alone we feized that power 
“ which we now polTcfs in Greece ; that through the 
fame motive wc have ventured hither, to cftablilh our 

“ owii 
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“ own fecority in concert with that of our friends j fo 
far from the view of inflaving them toourfelves, that 
“ we are folely intent on preferving them from being 
“ inflaved by others. ^ 

“ Let no man here retort upon us, — that jitil our fo- 
** licitude for you is unmerited and fuperjiuous. Such 
“ an one muft know, \that, fo long as you are fafe, fo 
“ long as you are able to employ the Syracufans, the 
•* lefs liable they will be to fend reinforcements from 
“ hence to the Peloponnefians for our amoyance : 
“ And, as this is the real Rate of things, out concern 
“ ihould moll: largely be bellowed upon you. % parif 
“ ty of reafon it alfo highly concerns us to replant the 
“ Leoniines } not in order to render them vaflals to 
“ ourfelves, as their relations of Eubcea are, but to 
“ make them as ftrong and powerful as we are able j 
“ that, feated as they then will be on her confines, 
“ they may compenlate our remote fituation in afford- 
“ ing a diverfion to Syracufe. For, if the view be car- 
“ ried back to Greece, we ourfelves are there a match 
“ for our foes. The Chacidean there, whom after un- 
“ juftly inflaving we are taxed with ablurdity for pre- 
** tending to vindica«e here, is highly ferviceable to us; 
becaule he is dilarmed, and breaufe he furnilheth us 
with a tribute. But, here in Sicily, our intcreft de- 
mandeth, that the Leontines, and the whole body 
of our friends, be reftored to the full enjoyment of all 
“ their liberty and ftrength. 

“ Now, to a potentate invefled with fuperior pow- 
er, or to a State pofTcffcd of empire, nothing that 
“ is profitable can be deemed abfurd ; nothing fecure 
** that cannot be fafely managed. Incidents will arife 
“ with which we muft temporize, and determine accor- 
“ dingly our enmity or our friendfliip. But the latter 
makes moft for our intereft here, where we ought by 
“ no means to weaken our friends, but, through the 
“ ftrength of our friends, to keep down and difable our 
“ enemies. Of this you ougjht not to reft incredulous, 

“ ^ 
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as you know, that over our dependents in Greece 
“ we either hold tight or Qacken the rein, as fquares beft 
“ with the public fcrvice. We permit to the Chians 
“ and Methymneans the free ule of their liberties and 
“ laws jj^r a quota of (hipping; we do the fame 
** to many for an annual tribute, exafled perhaps 
“ with fomewhat of rigour, pthers amonglt them, 
“ who fight under our orders, are abfolutely free, 
“ though leared upon iflands and eafy to be totally re- 
“ duced, becaufe they are commodioufly fituated to an- 
“ noy tht? Pcloponnefian coaft. And hence it may be 
“ depended upon, that we (hall make fuch difpofitions 
. “ alfo here as are moft expedient for our own intereft, 
“ and may beft lelTen the dread, which, as was faid bc- 
“ fore, we entertain of the Syracufans. 

“ The point at which they aim is an extent of their 
rule over you ; and when, by alarming your fufpicions 
' of us, they have wrought you to their own purpofe, 
“ either by open force or taking advantage of your de- 
folate condition, when we are repulfed and obliged 
“ to abandon your defence, they intend to fubdue all 
Sicily to their yoke. Such the event will unavoidably 
*• prove, if at prefent you adhere tq them ; For, never 
“ again will it be ealy for us to aflemble together fo 
large an armament to give a check to their ambition ; 
** nor, when we are no longer at hand for your fupport, 
will their ftrengih againtl you be infufficient. It is 
vain in any man to indulge an opinion that this may 
not be the cafe, fince the very train of things evin- 
“ ceth its truth. For, when (jrll you invited us hither, 
** it was not upon the fuggefiion of any other fear than 
** this, that, (hould we (^uffer you to be fubjeded by the 
“ Syracufans, the danger then would extend itfelf to 
“ us. And highly unjull it would be now, iftheargu> 
** ment you lucccfsiully inforced with us (hould lofe ail its 
** influence upon you, or (hould you ground fufpicions 
“ on our prclent appearance againft them with a force 
fuperipr to theirs, w|ien you ought tpuch more to f n- 

“ tertaiir 
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“ tertain an endlefs diftruft of them. The truth is this, 
“ that without your concurrence we are not able to con- 
tinuc here. . And in cafe, with perfidy open and a- 
** vowed, we make feizurc of your cities, yet we are 
“ unable to retain their poffeffion, remote '/s they lie 
from Athens *, as cities fo large we never “could gar- 
** rifon i and as they farther provided in all refpcdls 
“ as well as any on the continent. But, on the concra- 
“ ry, the Syracufans will not rufti upon you from a 
“ camp upon the beach ; but, polled in a city more 
** formidable in ftrength than the whole of our arma- 
ment, they are ever medrating your ruin, and, when 
** they have feized a proper oppon unity, will ftrike the 
** blow. They have afforded you inftances of this al- 
“ ready, and a flagrant one indeed in the cafe of the 
Leontmes, And yet they have the effrontery now, 
by words, as if you were fo to be deluded, to exaf« 
perate you againft us, who have hitherto coniroulea 
“ their views, and deterred them to this moment from 
“ making all Sic'ly their prey. 

“ Our arguments have a tendency diredlly oppofite. 
“ We have nothing in view but your certain and affu- 
“ red prelervation, twhen we earneftly conjure you not 
** wilfully to betray the means which at prefent will re- 
“ fult from our union, which we can mutually exert in 
“ one another’s behalf ; and ftrongly to reprefent to 
your own reflexions, that, even without the concur- 
rtnee of allies, a road to your redudion will at any 
“ time be open to thefe Syracufans through their own 
“ luperior numbers j but an opportunity exceedingly 
fcldom afforded you to make head againft them 
“ with fo large an auxiliary body. And if, from 
“ groundlefs lufpicions, you fufter now fo large a body 
“ to depart either unfuccefsful or defeated, yet a time 
“ will come when you will ardently wifh to fee them 
“ return, though in a much Icfs proportion of ftrength, 
and -they have it no longer in their power to crofs the 
fea for your fupport. Take care, therefore, Cama- 

‘‘ rineans, 
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rin^ans, that neither yourielves nor others be dccei* 
** ved by a too credulous belief of the bold calumflia>» 
“ tions thefe Syracufans utter. We have now laid be- 
** fore you the true ground of all thofe fad fufpiciona 
« which ]|re fomented againft us ^ but (hall again recat 
them ttryour remembrance by a ihort recapitulation, 
“ that they may have the propcr^nfluence upon you. 

“ We declare, therefore, that we rule in Greece 
“ merely to prevent our being indaved ; but are intent 
“ on vindicating liberty in Sjcily, to fupprefs that an- 
“ noyante which might otherwife be given us from 
hence j-— that mere necelTity obligeth us to embark in 
» “ many undertakings, becaufe we have many fxniftcr 
incidents to guard againil ; — - that now and formerly 
<< we came hither to fupport thofe Sicilians who have 
“ beenunjuftly oppreiTed; not uninvited, butfolemnly 
“ conjured to take fuch fteps. Attempt not, there- 
fore, to divert our purfuits, cither by creating your- 
“ ftlves into cenfors of our proceedings, or into corrcc- 
“ tors of our politics, a point too difficult for you to 
“ manage. But, fo much of our adivity or condud 
“ as you can mould into a confiftency with yoqr own 
** weUare, lay hold of that, and employ it to your bell 
“ advantage j and never imagine that our politics are 
“ equally prejudicial to all the world befidcs, but high- 
“ ly beneficial to the bulk of the Grecians. For, 
“ through every quarter, even thole which we cannot 
“ pretend to controul, both fuch as dread impending 
“ mifehiefs and fuch as meditate incroachraents, — >Iay- 
“ ing hold on both fides of the ready expedation •, the 
“ former, that redrefs may be obtained by our interpo- 
“ fition i the latter, that, if we think proper to oppofe 
“ them, their own fafety will be greatly endangered 
“ both fides, I fay, are hence obliged ; the latter, to 
“ pradile moderation, though with regret j the former, 
“ to enjoy tranquillity without previous embroilments 
“ of the public peace. The lecurity, therefore, which 
now ofiers itlelf to your acceptance, and is always 

“ ready 
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ready for thofe who want it, you arc conjured by nO 
means to rejedl ; but relying, like other communi* 
tics, on that quantity of fupport we are able to af* 
** ford you, put the change for once on the Syracufansj 
and, inftead of being ever on the watch ag^nft them, 
•* force them at length to be watchful and alarmed for 
“ themfelvcs.’* 

Such was the reply of Euphemus. In the mean time 
the real difpofition of the Camarineans was this: At 
bottom they were wcll-affc^led to the Athenians, fave 
only for the ambition they Ihewed of inflaving Sicily } 
but had ever been embroiled with the Syracufans, 
through that jealoufy ever to be found in a neighbour- 
ing State. But, as the dread of vidlory on the fide 
of the Syracufans, who were clofe upon their borders, 
if earned without their concurrence, had influenced 
their meafures, they fent a fmall party of horfe to fuc- 
cour them on the former occafion j and looked upon 
themfelvcs as obliged in policy to ferve them underhand 
in future exigences, but with all poflfible frugality and 
xeferve i and, at the prefent jundure, that they might 
not betray any the le^fi; partiality againfi the Athenians, 
as they were come off vidorious from a battle, to return 
the fame impartial reply to both. Determined, there- 
fore, bythefe confidcrarions, they anfwcred,— — • that, 
fince a war bad broke out between two States^ each 
“ of which was in alliance with themlelves, they judged 
“ the only method of ading coufifiently with theif 
« oaths would be tooblerve a llrid neutrality.” Upon 
this the embaffadors of both parties Uiok their leaves 
and departed. And the Syracufans, within themfelvcs, 
exerted their utmoft applications to get all things in 
readinefs for war. 

The Athenians, who were now inramped at Naxus, 
opened negotiations with the Siculi, to draw over aa 
many of them as was poffiblc into their adherence; 
Many of thele, who inhabited the plains, and were 

molt 
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moft awed by the Syracufans, ftood refolutely out; btit 
the generality of thofc who were ieated in the midland 
parts, as they were now, and had ever kept thcmfclvcs* 
uncontrouled, fided at once with the Athenians. They 
furnifbedvthem with corn for the fervice of the army, 
and there Were fomc who lupplied them with money. 
And then the Athenians, taking the field againft fuch 
as refufed to accede, forced fomc to a compliance, and 
prevented others from receiving garrifons and aids from 
Syracufe. During winter alfo they removed again 
from Naxus to Catana ; and, having repaired their 
camp, which had been burned by the Syracufans, choft 
, to pafs the remainder of the winter there. 

They alfo difpatched a trireme to Carthage, to afk 
their ffiendfhip, and whatever afTifiance could pofllbiy 
be obtained. They fent alfo to I'ufcany, as fome ci*> 
ties on that coaft had made them voluntary offers of af- 
-fiftance. And, farther, they circulated their orders a- 
mong the Siculi, and difpatched in particular one to the 
EgelTeans, “ to fend them as large a number of horfei 
“ as they could pollibly procure.” They bufied them-' 
fclves in colleding materials for circumvallation, fuch 
as bricks and iron, and ail other ne4;effary (fores; being 
determined to carry on the war with vigour on the firff 
approach of Ijpring. 

The embalfadors, who from Syracufe were fent to 
Corinth and Lacedaemon, endeavoured in their paffage 
to prevail with the Italians “ not to look with uncon- 
“ cern on the Athenian proceedings, fince they alfo 
“ were equally involved in the danger.” But, when 
arrived at Corinth, they were admitted to an audience, 
in which they infilled on a fpeedy fupply, upon the 
plea of confangiiinity ; and the Corinthians came at 
on< e to a relolution, by way of precedent to others, 
that, “ with all poffiblc ardour, they would join in 

their defence.” 1 hey ev^n appointed an embafly of 
their own to accompany them to Lacedasmon, whole 
in(tru(!?lions were to lecond them in foJiciting tbeLacedns- 

moniani 
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monians “ to declare open war at home againft the 
“ Athenians, and to fit out an aid for the fervice of 
« Sicily” 

At the time that thcfe joint-embalfies arrived at La- 
cedaemon from Corinth, Alcibiades was alfo there. 
He had no fooner made his efcape, attended by his 
companions in exile, than in a trading'Vefiel he pafied 
over from Thuria to Cyllene in Elea j and from thence 
he repaired to Lacedaemon. But, as the Lacedaemo- 
nians had prefled to fee him, he went thither under the 
protedion of the public faith ; for he had wifh reafon 
dreaded his reception there, fince he had aded fo large 
a part in the affair of Mantinea. 

It happened farther, that, when a public affembly 
was convened at Sparta, the Corinthians, and the Sy- 
racufans, and Alcibiades, all urged the fame requeft, 
and were fuccefsful. Nay, though the College of E- 
phori,and thofewho prefided at the helm of the.S/<r/^,had' 
dreffed up a plan, in purfoance of which they were on- 
ly to fend their embaffadors to Syracufe, to hinder alt 
accommodations with the Athenians, and were quite a- 
verfe to the fupplying them with real fuccours, — yet Al- 
cibiades, ftanding up, inflamed the Laccdsemonian fu- 
ry, and wrought them to his purpofc by the following 
harangue : 

“ I LIE under a neceflity, in the beginning of my 
“ difcourle, to vindicate mylelf from the calumny 
“ which hath been charged againft me, left a jealoufy 
“ of me might divert your attention from thoic points 
“ which equally afled the common caufe. My ancef- 
** tors, therefore, having, upon fome rcafonable 
“ grounds of complaint, renounced the privilege of bc- 
“ ing the public hofts of your cmbafTics at Athens, I 
“ am the man who again re*eftabli(hed this hofpitable 
** intercourfe *, who in many other refpeds endcavour- 

cd with great afliduity to oblige you, and particular- 
“ ly in the calamity which fell to your lhare at Pylus. 

“ I cheer- 



B.VL THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR. 177 
« I cheerfully perfevered in thefe my favourable incli- 
“ nations towards you, till you yourfclves, bent on 
«« accommodating your differences with the Athenians, 
“ employed my adverfaries to negotiate your affairs j 
“ and, as^ thereby you inverted them with authority, 
“ you of courfe refleded dilgrace on me. With rea- 
“ fon therefore, after fuch provocations, you were af- 
“ terwards thwarted by me, when I fupported the in- 
** tereft of the Mantineans and the Argives, and in- 
** troduced new meafures into the State^ in oppofition 
“ to you; Let therefore fuch of your number as, 
“ chagrined at what they fuffered then, continue un- 
“ juftly their refentments againft me, weigh now the 
“ force of thofc reafons on which I aded, and return 
“ to better temper. If again I fuffer in the opinion of 
“ any man, bccaufe I have ever manifefted an attach- 
“ ment to the intcreft of the people^ let him alfo learn 
that his enmity to me on that account is not to be 
“ defended. We have borne, from time immemorial, 
“ a ftedfaft unrelenting averfion to tyrants : now, the 
“ whole of oppofition to the defpotic power of e/te is 
“ expreffed by this word, the people •, and on this prin- 
“ ciple alone our firm and contl^nt adherence to the 
** multitude hath been hitherto carried on and fupported. 
“ Befides, as the State of which I was a member was 
“ purely democraticaU 1 lay under a neceffity, in many 
“ refpeds, of conforming my condud to the ertablilhed 
** model ; and yet I endeavoured to give the public 
“ meafures a greater (hare of moderation than the 
** frantic humour of the Athenians was judged capable 
** of brooking. But incendiaries rtarted up \ fuch 9s, 
“ not only in earlier times, but even in our own, have 
“ driven the people to more furious meafures, and have 
“ at length eifeded — the exile of Alcibiades. But, 
“ fo long as the State was in my own management, I 
“ thought myfelf jurtified, could I preferve it in that 
“ height of grandeur and freedom, and on the fame 
“ model of government in which I found it. Not but 
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“ that the judicious part of our community arc fenfible 
“ what fort of a government a democracy is, — . and I 
“ myfelf no Icfs than others, who have fuch abundant 
“ occafion to reproach and curfe it ; — but, for mad- 
“ nefs open and avowed, new terms of abhorrence can- 
“ not be invented j though totally to fuovert it we 
“ could in no wife deem a meafure of fecurity, whilft 
“ you had declared yoUrfelves our foes, and were in the 
** field againft us. And all thofe proceedings of mine, 
“ which have proved moft offenfive to you, arc to be 
** charged entirely to fuch principles as thefe. • 

“ And now, in relation to thefe points, on which 
** you are here aiTcmbled to deliberate, (and I alfo wich 
** you,) and about which, if 1 am able to give you a 
** greater light, 1 am bound to do it, — attend to what 
1 am going to declare* Our principal view in the 
** expedition to Sicily was, if poflible, to reduce the 
** Sicilians to our yoke. After them, we intended to 
do the fame by the Italians. We Ihould next have 
** attempted the dominions of the Carthaginians ^ nay, 
“ Carthage itfelf. Had thefe our views been fiiccef* 
“ fill, cither in the whole or the greater part, we 
“ fhould foon have given the attack to Peloj^nnefus j 
“ aflcmbling for that purpofc the whole Grecian force, 
** which the countries thus fubdued mufi; have added to 
** our own *, taking alfo into our pay large bodies of 
** Barbarians and Iberians, and other foldiers of thofe 
“ nations which by general confent are famed for the 
“ mofi. warlike of all Barbarians. We Ihould have 
“ built alfo great numbers of triremes for the enlarge- 
“ mentol our navy, as Italy would plentifully have 
“ fupplied us with timber j with which blocking up 
“ Peloponnclus on all fides, and with our land-mrces 
“ at the fame time invading it by land, (after carrying 
“ your cities, fomc by ftorm, and foine by the regular 
“ fiege,) wc hoped without obftruftion to have warred 
** you down, and in purfuance of that to have feized 
the empire of univerfal Greece. With money and all 

“ needful 
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** needful (lores, adequate to this extenfivc plan, the 
cities to be conquered in thofe remoter parts would 
** with all proper expedition have fupplied us, without 
** any demands on our own domedic revenues. Such 
** were to be the atchievements of that grand armament 
** which IS now abroad i fuch, you may red alTured 
“ upon the evidence of a perfon^who was privy to every 
** dep, was its original plan ; and the generals who are 
“ left in the command will yet, if they are able, carry 
“ it into execution. And I mud farther beg leave to 
“ tell ybu, that, if with timely fuccours you do not 
** interpoi'e, nothing in thofe parts will be able to dand 
“ before them. 

* The Sicilians are a people unexperienced in war *, 
“ and yet, would they unite and combine together in 
their mutual defence, they might pofTibly even now 
** be too hard for the Athenians. But then the Syra« 
** cufans, abandoned as they are by the red, and who 
already have ieen their whole force defeated in battle, 
** and who are blocked up in their own harbours by the 
“ enemy's fleet, will be unable long to redd the great 
“ force of the Athenians which is already there. If, 
“ therefore, Syracufe be taken, all, Sicily, is vanquiihed 
** at a droke, and Italy becomeih indantly their prey ; 
** and then the dorm, which, as I intimated before, 
was to be direded againd you from that quarter, 
** will in a (hort time gather, and come pouring down 
“ upon you. 

“ Let no one therefore imagine that the end of your 
“ prefent deliberation is the fafety of Sicily, when Pe- 
** loponnefus itfelf will be endangered, unlefs fome 
“ meafures of prevention be executed with fpeed *, — 
** unlefs you fend out a naval force, for the preferva- 
tion or Sicily, fo dexteroufly appointed, that the 
** hands, who man the (hips and ply the oar, may, 
on the indant of their landing, become a body of 
“ heavy-armed j and, what in my judgement is better 
V (hai? an army, a dtizen of Sparta to take upon him 

N 2 “ the 
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“ the command, that ihofe who are ready he may dif- 
“ cipiine to fcrvicc, and force fuch to join as on choice 
“ would refufc their concurrence : for, by fuch a ftep, 
** thofc who are already your friends will be animated 
“ with higher degrees of rcfolution, and jihofc who 
fluftuatc at prefcnt will join you with a fmaller fcnfe 
** of fear. 

“ It behoves you alffo to make war upon the Athc- 
nians at home in a more declared and explicit man- 
« ner •, that the Syracufans, convinced that you have 
“ their welfare at heart, may make a more obftinate 
“ rcfiftance, and the Athenians be rendered lefs able to 
“ fend reinforcements to their troops in Sicily-, 

“ It behoves you farther to raife fortifications at l)c. 
“ celea in Attica j a ftep which the Athenians have 
“ ever moft terribly apprehended, and think that in 
that point alone you have not put their refolution to 
“ its uimoft trial in the prefent war ; and that alTuredly 
“ muft be pronounced the moft cffeftual method of dil- 
“ trclling an enemy, to difeover what he dreads moft, 
“ and then know how to afflidl him in his moft tender 
“ part : For it is a reafonable conclufion, that they will 
“ tremble moft at incidents which, fiiould they take 
I “ place, they are inwardly convinced muft moft fenfi- 
“ bly affeft them. As to the benefits which you your- 
“ fclves lhall reap by fortifying Decelea, and of what 
they (hall be debarred, I lhall pafs over many, and 
“ only concifely point out the moft important. — By 
“ this, all the natural commodities of the country will 
“ fall into your hands j fome by way of booty, the reft 
“ by voluntary contributions. They will inftanjly be 
“ deprived of the profits of the filver-mines at Laurium, 
“ as well as of the rents of their eftates and the fees 
“ ot their courts. The tributes from their dependents 
“ will alio be paid with lefs pundluality \ fince the lat- 
“ ter lhall no fooner perceive that you are carncftly 
“ bent on war, than they will lltew an open difregard 
“ for Athens. 


« That 
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« That thefe or any of thcfc points be executed with 
“ difpatch and vigour, dcpendcth, ye Lacedsemo- 
“ nians, on yourfclvcs alone. I can confidently aver 
that all are feafible, and I think 1 (hall not prove mif- 
** taken 19 my fentiments. I ought not to fufier in the 
opinion of any Lracedsemonian, though, once ac- 
“ counted the warmeft of her patriots, I now ftrenu- 
“ oufly join the moft inveterate foes of my country ; 
“ nor ought my fineerity to be fufpefted by any as if I 
“ fuited my words to the fiiarp refentments of an exile. 
«* I am” driven from my country, through the malice 
“ of men who have prevailed againft me *, but not 
“ from .your lervice, if you hearken to my counfels. 
“ Vj^ur enmity is fooner to be forgiven, who have hurt 
“'your enemies alone, than thcir*s, who by cruel treat- 
“ ment compel friends to be foes. My patriotifm is 
“ far from thriving under the injuftice I have fuffered j 
“ it was merely an efiPcdl: of gratitude for that proteftion 
“ I once enjoyed from my country. Nor have 1 reafon 
“ at prcfenc to imagine, that againft my country I am 
“ now going to march, fo much as to recover fomc 
“ country to myfelf, when at prefent I have none at all. 
“ And 1 judge the perfon to be a true lover ot his 

“ country, not him who, exiled from it, abandons 

himfelf without a ttruggle to his own iniquitous fate, 

« but who, from a fondnefs for it, leaves no pro- 

“ jed unattempted to recover it again. 

“ As thefe are my fentiments, I may fairly, ye La- 
“ cedaemonians, infill upon your acceptance of my fer- 
“ vice without diffidence or fear, whatever dangers or 
“ whatever miferics may hereafter rcfult. You well 
“ know the maxim, which univerfal confent will evince 

to be good, that if, when an enemy, I hurt you 

“ much, when I am now become your Iriend, I can 
“ help you more. Nay, for the latter I am better qua- 
lifted on this very account, that I am perfeclly ac- 
“ quainted with the ftate of Athens ; whereas 1 was on- 
“ ly able to conjecture at your’s. And, as you are 

N 3 “ no'T 
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“ now met together to form refolutions on points of the 
“ higheft importance, I conjure you without hefiiation 
** to carry youi arms at once into Sicily and Attica j to 
“ the end that, in the former, by the prclence of a 
fmall parr of your forces, you may work put fignal 
** prefervations, and at home pull down the prelent and 
“ even the future gro’vch of the Athenians •, that, for 
“ ages to come, youffclves may reap fecurity and 
“ peace, and prefide at the helm of united Greece, 

“ which will cheerfully acqi?»efce under your guidance, 
and pay you a free, uncompelled, obedience.”* 

To this purpofe Alcibiadcs fpokc. And the Lace* ‘ 
dsemonians, who had before fome fort of intentt^sr to 
take the Held againfl Athens, though hitherto they pro* 
traded its execution, were now more than ever anima- 
ted to it when Alcibiades had given them fuch a detail 
of aHairs, whom they judged to have the cleareft infight 
in them. Thereupon they turned their attention imme- 
diately on fortifying Decelea, and fending out a body 
of fuccour for the prefent fervice of Sicily. They alfo 
appointed Gylippus, the fon of Cleandridas, to go and 
take upon him the command at Syracufe ; with orders, 
by concerting meafures with the Syracufans and Corin- 
thians, to draw up a plan for the moft eHedual and moft 
ready conveyance of fuccours thither. 

Gylippus accordingly ilTued out his orders to the Co- 
rinthians, to attend him, without lofs of time, at Afine, 
with two (hips •, and alfo to expedite the equipment 
of the fleet which they defigned for this fervice, and to 
keep them in readintfs to fail when opportunity (hould 
require. Having fo far concerted meafures, the embaC* 
fadors departed from Lacedaemon. 

The Athenian trireme, alfo, difpatchcd from Sicily 
by the generals on that poft to demand fupplies of mo- 
ney and a body of horfe, was by this time arrived at A- 
thens. And the Athenians, on hearing their demands, 

drew 
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drew up a decree, to lend away fupplics to that arma- 
ment, and a body ofhorfemen. 

And here the winter ended ; and the fevenreenth year 
of this war, of which Thucydides hath compiled the 
hidory, c^me alfo to an end. 

YEAR t 

O N.theearliefl apprpacn of the fpring which led on 
the following fummj^ the Athenians in Sicily, hoift- 
ing from Catana, fliewed themlelves on the coaft ol Mc- 
gara in^Btcily, of which the Syracufans, having difpof- 
inhabitants in the time of Gelon, the tyrant, 
(as I have already related,) continued maiters ot the 
foil. Having landed here, they ravaged the country i 
till, approaching a fortrefs belonging to the Syracufans, 
and attempting it without fuccefs, they retired, fome 
by land and the reft on-board the fleet, into the river 
Tercas ; from whence going again on-lhorc, they rava- 
ged the plains and fet fire to the growing corn. They 
alio fell in with a fmall party of Syracufans, fome 
of whom they flew •, and then, eredling a trophy, went 
again on-board. They next returned to Catana ; and, 
after vidlualling there, proceeded from thence, with 
their whole force, to the attack of Centoripa, a ftrong 
fort belonging to the Siculi j and, having made them- 
fclvcs mafters of it by a capitulation, they ftood away, 
burning down in their paffage the corn of the Ineffeans 
and Hybleans. Upon returning to Catana, th^y find 
there two hundred and fifty horlcmen arrived from A- 
chens, though without horfes, yet with all the proper 
furniture, as if they could be better fupplied with the 
former in Sicily ; as alfo thirty archers, mounted, and 
* three hundred talents in filver.x 


N 4, 


I Before Chrift 414. 


In 
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In the fame fpring, the Lacedaemonians alfo took the 
field ajiainft Argos* and advanced as far as Cleoncj 
but, the (hock or an earthquake being felt there, the7 
again retired, And, after this, the Argives, making 
an irruption into the Thyreatis, which borders upon 
themfelves, took a vaft booty from the Lacedaemonians, 
which fold for no lefs than * twenty-five talents. 

And not long after, Sn the fame fpring, the popular 
party at Thefpise aflaulted thofe in power, but without 
fuccefs. And, though the -Athenians marched away to 
their fuccour, fome of them iX'^re apprehendeef, and o- 
thers were obliged to take refuge a. Athens, 

In the fame fummer, the Syracufans had tiO fooner re- 
ceived intelligence of the arrival of a body of hT)»fej(hen 
amongft the Athenians, and the defign of advahciVig 
immediately to alfault them, than it occurred to their 
reflexions, that, “ in cafe the Athenians could not pof- 
lefs themlclves of Epipolae, (a fpot of ground which 
“ is only one continued crag, and lies diredly above 
“ the city of Syracufc,) it would be difficult to inclofe 
“ them completely round with works of circumvalla- 
tion, even though they (hould be defeated in open 
“ battle.” They applied themfelves therefore to the 
guard of all the approaches to Epipolae, that the ene- 
my might not on a fudden gain the eminence j for by 
other methods it was impoffible for them to carry that 
poft. Excepting thofe approaches, the reft of the tra£t 
is an impraclicable fteep, inclining gradually quite 
down to the city, and commanding the view of every 
thing within it. Hence, therefore, becaufe it rifeth 
with a continual afeent, it was called by the Syracufans 
Epipola. 

As Hermocrates and his colleagues had now formally 
taken upon them the command, the whole force of Sy- 
racufc marched out, by break of day, into a meadow, 
on the banks o^ the Anapus, to pafs under review i 
where the firft thing they did was to felcdt feven hon- 

* 4?43'^. I.-;. 
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dred of the choiceft men amongft the heavy-armed, to 
be commanded by Diomilus, an exile from Andrus, 
Thefe were appointed for the guard of Epipolie, and to 
be ready for fervice, as they were always to keep in a 
body, on any Cudden emergence. But the Athenians, 
who had mullered their forces on the preceding day, 
had Rood away from Catana, and were come in the 
night undifcovered to the fpc^ called Leon^ which is 
dill ant * fix or feven Hadia fjom Epipols, where they 
dilbarked their land- forced and then lent their Ihips to 
lie in thi^ llation of T))Xprus. Thapfus is a peninfula, 
joined to the mairi,^^im by a narrow ilthmus, and jut- 
ting out the fea, at no great diftance from the city 
^ofJjMttnjfe either by land or water. The naval force 
’b^tne Athenians, having fecured their Ration by a pa- 
lifadoacrofs the ifthmus. Jay quiet in their polls: But 
the land-army, without lufs of time, made a running 
march towards Epipolsc ; and mounted by the pals 
of Euryalus, before the Syracufans, who were yet in 
the meadow bufied in their review, difeovered or were 
able to advance to prevent them. And now their whole 
force was in motion to dillodge them ; each man with 
ail polTible alacrity, and more particularly the feven 
hundred commanded by Diomilus ; But, from the mea- 
dow to the nearelt fpot where they could come up with 
the enemy, was a march of no lefs than f twenty-five 
iladia. To this it was owing that the Syracufans came 
to thecharge in adiforderly manner*, and, being plain- 
ly repulfcd in battle at Epipolae, were forced to retire 
within the city. Diomilus aifo and about three hun- 
dred morelofe their lives in this engagement. 

In purfuance of this, the Athenians, having eredled a 
trophy, and given up the bodies of the flain under truce 
to the Syracufans, marched down the next day in order 
of battle to the very gates of the city : But, as the Sy* 

* Above half a mile. 

f Two miles and a b^lf, 

racufans 
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racufans refrained from Tallying out againft them, they 
again drew off, and raifed a fort at Labdalum, on the 
very fteepcft edge of Epipolae, looking towards Mega- 
ra, which they intended as a repofitory for their ba^ 
gage and money, whilft themfelves might be called oa, 
either to fight or to carry on the works of a ficgc. 

Soon after this they were joined by a body of three 
hundred Egefiean horf^ and one hundred more confift- 
ing of Sicuii and Naxiansy, and Tome others in their al- 
liance. The Athenian cav^ was in all twq hundred 
and fifty : They had procuretTiime horTes from the E- 
geftcans and Cataneans, and had pcr;'^.>’''.£dUhe reft j To 
that now they had got together a body of h^^n^nt- * 
ing in all to fix hundred and fifty. 

A garrifon was no Tooner fettled in the fort of Labda- 
lum, than the Athenians approached to Tyche ; where 
taking poft they built a wail in circle with great expe- 
dition, and by the rapidity of their work ftruck conftcr- 
nation into the SyracuTans. Upon this they Tallied out 
with the fixed defign of hazarding an engagement, as 
they Taw the danger of dallying any longer. The ar* 
mics on both Tides were now beginning to face each o- 
ther \ but the Syracufan generals, obferving that their 
own army was in diiarray and could not eafily be for- 
med into proper order, made them ail wheel off again . 
into the city, except a party of their horfc : Thcfe, 
keeping the field, prevented the Athenians from carry- 
ing Rones and Rraggling to any di Ranee from their 
poRs. Bur, at length, one Athenian band of heavy- 
armed, fupported by the whole body of their cavalry, 
attacked and put to flight thcfe Syracufan horfemen. 
They made Tome daughter amongft them, and eredled a 
trophy for this piece of fuccefs againft the enemy’s ca- 
valry. 

On the day following, fome of the Athenians began 
to raife a wall along the northern fide of their circle*, 
whilft others were employed in carrying ftones and tim- 
ber, which they laid uown in heaps all along the place 

called 
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called Trogilus, near to the line marked out for the cir- 
cumvallation, which was to reach, by the Ihorteft com- 
pafs, from the great harbour on one fide to the Tea on 
the other. But the Syracufans, who were principally 
guided by the advice of Hermocrates, gave up all 
thoughts of Tallying out for the future, with the whole 
ftrengch of the city, to give ba«tle to the Athenians. 
It was judged more advifeable 4o run along a wall in 
length, which fliould cut the line in which the Athenian 
works were defigned to pa% and which (could they ef- 
feft it in time) muft^^^iefrcly exclude the enemy from 
perfeding tlKie><u;pk^mvallatio^ Nay, farther, in cafe 
* Che enerr^Wnould come up in a body to interrupt the 
' JSfl£{M!fiey might give them full employ with one divU 
fioAor their force, whilfi another party might raife pa- 
lifades to fecure the approaches ; at leafi, as the whole 
of the Athenian force mufi be drawn out to oppole 
them, they would be obliged to difcontinue their own 
works. To raife, therefore, the projected work, th^ 
ififued out ot the city *, and, beginning at the foot of the 
city-wall from below the Athenian circle, they carried 
on from thence a tranfverfe wall, cutting down the o- 
live-trees in the facred grove, of which they built wood- 
en turrets to cover their work. The Athenian (hipping 
was not yet come round from Thapfus into the great 
harbour, but the Syracufans continued mafiers of all 
the polls upon the Tea, and confequently the Athenians 
were obliged to fetch up all necefifary ftores from Thap- 
fus acrofs the land. 

When it appeared to^ the Syracufans that all their 
palilades and the tranfverfe*wall were fulficiently com- 
pleted, in which the Athenians had given them no 
manner of interruption, as they were under apprehen- 
fions that, Ihould they divide their force, they might 
be expofed to a defeat, and at the fame time were ar- 
dently intent on perltrding their own circumvallatk>n;>- 
the Syracufans drew off again into the city, leaving only 

one 
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one band of heavy* armed for the guard of their counter- 
vail. 

In the next place, the Athenians cut off the pipes, 
which by fobterraneous dudls conveyed the. drinking- 
water into the city : and, having farther obferved that 
the Syracufans kept within their tents during the heat 
of the day, but that fome had ftraggled into the town, 
whilft ihofe polled af die palifadcs kept but a negli- 
gent guard i they picked but three hundred of their 
heavy-armed, and, Itrengii^ning them with a choice 
party of their light-armed ordered ‘them to 

march with all poflible fpeedakbs4jy,e*^he counter- 
work. The reft of their force was to another * 
way, fince, headed by one of the generals, it 
towards the city, to employ the Syracufans in cale th^ 
failied } whilft the other detachment, headed by the 
other general, attacked the palilade, which covered 
the (ally-port. Accordingly, the three hundred aiTaulc 
and carry the palilade, which thofe who were polled 
for its guard abandoned, and fled for (helter behind 
the works which inclofed Temenites. The purfuers 
however entered with them ; but were no Iboner got in 
than they were again forcibly driven out by the Syra- 
cufans. And here fome of the Argives and a fmall 
number of Athenians were (lain. 

But now the whole army, wheeling about, demo- 
lilhed the counter-work, and pulled up the palifade. 
The piles, of which it was compofed, they carried off 
in triumph, and tiedled a trophy. 

The next morning the Ath^ians refumed their work 
of circumvallation, and continued it acrofs the crag 
which is above the marfh and lies on the quarter of 
Epipolas that looks towards the great harbour. This 
was the (horceft cut for their circumvallation down- 
wards, acrofs the plain and the marih, till it reached 
the harbour. Upon this, the Syracufans, ilTuing again, 
raifed another palifade, beginning from the city, and 
ftretching quite aciofs the marih. They alfo threw up 

an 
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an entrenchment along the palifade, entirely to pre- 
vent the Athenians from continuing their works quite 
down to the fea. The latter, when they had perfcded 
their work along the crag, are bent on demolilhing the 
new palifade and intrenchment of the Syracufans. For 
this purpofe, they had ordered their fhipping to come 
about from Thapfus into the great harbour of Syracufe. 
They themfelves, at the mqr.fing’s dawn, marched 
down from Epipolte into the plain ; and then, croffing 
the marfh, where the mud^s hardeft and beft able to 
bear, by the help of h^ds and planks which they laid 
Upon the carry almoft the whole length 

of the p^d^e and intrenchment early in the morning, 
foon after mailers of the whole. This was not 
eff^d without a battle, in which the Athenians were 
again vidorious. The routed Syracufans fled different 
ways; thofc, who had compofed their right, towards 
the city ; and thofe, who had compofed their left, to- 
wards the river. But, with a view of intercepting the 
pafljge of the latter, the three hundred chofen Atheni- 
ans marched with all fpeed to feize the bridge. The 
Syracufans, alarmed at this flep, as this body confiiled 
of the bulk of their horfe, face about on the three bun- 
dredy and put them to flight, and then break in upon 
the right wing of the Athenians. By fo unexpeded a 
Ihock the Hr ft band in that wing was thrown into dif- 
order. Laniachus, obferving it, advanced to their fup*- 
port from the left, with a fmall party of archers that 
happened to be near him, and the whole body of the 
Argives. Having croflfed a ditch that lay between, fe- 
conded only by a few, whilft the bulk of his party 
made a full ftop, he is inflantly (lain ; * as were alfo five 

* Plutarch^ in the life of circuinftintiates the manner in which this ol4 

general loft hit life in charafter. CalJicratei, a good foldier^ but of great impe* 
tuoiity, rode at the head of the Syracufan horfe. Being challenged out by Callicri- 
USy Lamachus alone engaged perfonaliy with him. lumachus received the fittl 
wound I he then returned the bJow> and dropped. Hii antagonift fell at the fame 
timt^ and they both expired together. 


or 
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or fix of thofe by whom he was accompanied. The Sy- 
racufans caught up their bodies with all poflible expe« 
dition, and bore them off to a place of feciirityon the 
other fide of the river. They were in great meafurc 
obliged CO make a precipitate retreat, fince the reft of 
the Athenian army was now coming up to attack them. 

But now, fuch of the Syracufans as had Bed at firft 
towards the city, having gaine^ leifure to obferve fuch 
turns in their favour, ci^jjght Ifrelh courage from the 
fight ; and, forming agv^n into order, ftood their 
ground againft that body of All^ians which faced them. 
They alfo fend a detachment K^>mumpt the circk oa 
Epipolse, concluding it to be unmanrS^mNlw prefent, . 
and might at once be taken. This detachme^Wn/a^ 
made itlelf matter of the out-work, and demolifflSjnir 
for about ten pletbres in length ; but the circle itfelf 
was defended by Nicias from ail their attempts. Ni« 
cias, being much out of order, had been left to repofe 
himfelf within the circle^ He therefore iffued orders to 
his fervants to fet fire to all the machines and the dm* 
ber which were lying before the wall \ for be was con- 
vinced that thus alone, in fuch a total want of hands 
for their defence, any fafety could be earned. The 
event anfwered his*expc6lation ; for, when the flames 
began to mount, the byracufans durft not any longer ' 
come near, but thought proper to defift and march a- 
way. 

For now the Athenians, who by this time had chaced 
the enemy from off the plain, were remounting the 
afeent to defend their circle \ and, at the fame inttant 
of time, their fleet, conformable to the orders they had 
received, was ttanding into the great harbour. The 
Syracufans upon the high-ground beheld the fight % 
which occafioned them and the whole Syracufan army 
to retire precipitately into the city j concluding them- 
felves no longer able, without an augmentation of their 
prefent ftrength, to hinder the completion of the Athe- 
nian works quite down to the fea. 

After 
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After this, the Athenians erected a trophy, and, in 
purfuance of a truce, delivered up their flam to the Sy- 
racufans, and received in exchange the body of Lama- 
chus, and of thofe who fell with him. 

The jundtion of their whole armament, both of their 
land and naval force, being now completed, they be- 
gan again, from Epipolae and the crag, to in veil the 
Syraculans with a double wall which they were to 
continue quite down to the fc^ The neccflTary provi- 
flons to iupply their army brought in from ail the 
coafls of Italy. Many of the Siculi, who hi- 
therto flood aloof, d^sidfed now for the Athenians, and 
came into^Ch>t:riiancc, who were farther joined by 
thrt^ with fifty oars from Hctruria. 

other points equally contributed to elevate their 
hopes. For the Syracufans had begun to defpair of be- 
ing able to fuflain the fiege, as they had no glimpfe of a- 
ny approaching fuccour from Peloponnefus. They 
were tofling to and fro amongfl themlelves fome propo- 
fals for an accommodation, and had even founded Ni« 
cias upon that head, who, by the death of Latnachus, 
was left invefled with the foie command. Nothing de- 
finitive was however concluded, though (as might rea- 
fonably be expedled from men in hi'gh perplexity, and 
more flraitly bcfieged than ever) many propofals were 
made to him, and many more were agitated within the 
city. The diflrelles, alfo, which environed them at 
prefent, ftruck into them mutual futpicions of one ano- 
ther : Nay, they even divetted of their charge the ge- 
nerals who were in authority when thefe diflreffes came 
upon them, as if all was owing to their mifeondud or 
treachery, and chofe in their flead Heraclides, and Eu- 
cles, and Tellias. 

In the mean time, Gylippus, the Lacedaemonian, 
and the (hips from Corinth, were come up to Leucas, 
defigning with the uimofl expedition to pafs over from 
thence to Sicily. But terrible accounts came thick up- 
on them here, and ail agreed in broaching the fame un- 
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truth, that “ Syracufe was completely inverted on all 

fides.” Gylippus upon this gave up all hopes of fa- 
ying Sicily i but, having the prelervation of Italy ftill 
at heart, he and Pythen, the Corinthian, with the fmall 
fquadron at hand, confirting only of two Laconic and 
two Corinthian velTels, croffed over the Ionian gulf with 
all poffiblc difpatch to Tarentum. The Corinthians, 
befides their own ten now fitting out, were to man two 
belonging to the Leucadians, and three more belong- 
ing to the Ambra^ciots, anXfpIlow them as Toon as pof- 
fible. < * 

Thefirft ftcpof Gylippus, no^N aived at Tarentum, 
was to go in quality of embaflador t?*'rtm?tv claiming 
privilege for it, as his father had been a deniloS^f 

State j but, finding himlelf unable to gain their ^ 

rence, he weighed from thence and -ftood along the 
coaft of Italy. But in the Terinean gulf he met with a 
hard gale of wind, which in this gulf, when in a nor- 
therly point, blows generally with great and lading vi- 
olence, and now drove him from his courfe, and blew 
him out into the open fea, where he ftood again the 
rebuff of another violent ftorm, but at length reached 
Tarentum. He there laid his veffels on-ground which 
had been damaged* in the foul weather, and refitted 
them tor fervice. 

When Nicias found that he was in his paffage, he be- 
trayed an open contempt of fo trifling a fquadron, as 
the Thurians had already done before him. It appear- 
ed to him, that fo petty a fquadron could only be fitted 
out for piratical cruizes, and therefore he fent out no 
detachments to hinder his approach. 

^ About the fame time of this fummer, the Lacedemo- 
nians, with their own domeftic forces augmented by the 
jundion of their allies, made an irruption into Argos, and 
ravaged great part of that territory. The Athenians 
put out to fea with thirty fail to fuccour the Argives, 
which procedure was, beyond all denial, the clcareft 
violation of the treaties between them and the Lacedae- 
monians. 
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monians. Hitherto they had only exercifed robberies 
upon them from Pylus \ and, making defeents rather 
on any other coaft of Peloponnefus than Laconia iticlf, 
had left it to the Argives and Mantineans to m.ike war 
againft them. Nay, though the Argives had frequent- 
ly prclTcd them, that with an armed force they would 
barely land on the Laconic coaft, and, after co.nmitriag 
never fo fmall ravage in their ^mpany, immediately to 
retire, they had pofitively r^fed. But now, under 
the command of Pythodor*'/^; and Laefpodias, and De- 
maratus, ' they made a d^Cent at Epidaurus-Limera and 
Prafia, comimrted -ifirge devaftation on the adjacent 
< country, i^Td aBbrded the Lacedsemonians a mod fpe- 
cious 2K.d juftifiable pretext to adt offenfively againft A-. 
theKs.' 

When the Athenian fleet was failed homewards from 
Argos, and the Lacedsemonians alfo were withdrawn^ 
the Argives broke into Phliafia, where they laid waftc 
part of the Lacedaemonian territory, and made fome 
flaughter of the people, and then returned to Argos. 
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GrYLIPPUS and Pythen, whchTi^JS^d refitted 
their (hips, flood along the coad from rarbi{um to 
Locri Epizephyrii, Here they received more cefttiin 
information, that Syracufe was not yet completely in* 
veiled, and that a fuccour of force might be thrown 
into the town by the way of Eptpolae. They went next 
to confultation, <— whether, “ keeping Sicily on the 
** right, they fhould endeavour at all hazards to enter 
“ Syraci fe by fea ; or, with Sicily on their left, fhould 
“ fleer firft to Himera ; from whence, attended by 
** the forces of that State and whatever additional 
flrength they coulcl perfuade to join them, they fhould 
**. march thither over- land.” It was determined to go 

firft to Himera, efpecially as the four Athenian veffels 
weie not yet arrived at Rhegium, which Nicias at lad, 
upon the certain intelligence that they were now at 
Locri, had detached to obferve them. To be before- 
hand, therefore, with this detachment, they pa& 
through the draits, and, having touched only at Rhe- 
gium and Meliene, arrive at Himera : whild, in the 
laitdr place, they prevailed upon the Himereans to con- 
cur wiih them in the war, and not only to entrud their 
troops under their command, but even to fupply with 
arms fuch of the mariners as had navigated the veflels, 
and were therefore unprovided; for, their fhippmg 
they had drawn afhore, and laid up at Himera. The 

^linuntians 
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Selinuntians alfo, by a mcflengcr difpatched on pur- 
port, they had lummoned to meet them, with all their 
united ftrength, at a determined place upon their route. 
The Gcloans alfo, and fome of the Siculi, promifed to 
attend with a party, though by no means confiderable. 
The latter of thefe were difpofed better than ever to the 
fervice, fince Archonides was l^cly dead, (who, reign- 
ing over fome of the Siculi l^ed in thelc parts, and 
having a great influence oyr them, had declared for 
the Athenians,) and fin^Vylippus appeared to them 
to be fent from L^;5!^on with a full purpofe to do 
them fcrvice#^"»". 

And now Gylippus, — having aflembled an army, 
which conflfled ol about feven hundred of thole who 
navigated or came on-board his vcflSfls, and for whom 
he had provided arms ; of heavy-armed and light-armed 
Himereans, amounting together to a thoufand men and 
one hundred horfemcn •, of fdme light-armed Selinun- 
tians } a (mail party of Geloan horfe ; and a body of 
Siculi, in all a thoufand i began his march for Syra* 
cufe. 

The Corinthians in the mean time were fending out 
the other (hips, as faft as they could equip them for the 
fervice, to follow with all polTible expedition from Lcu- 
cas : and Gongyplus, one of the Corinthian command- 
ers, who with a (ingle (hip fet out lad trom Leucas, is 
the fir(t who arrives* at Syracufe j and that but a fmall 
fpace of time before the approach of Gylippus, Find* 
ing therefore, upon his arrival, that the Syracufans 
Were going forthwith to hold a public alTembly, in 
which the terms of putting an end to the war were de- 
iigned to be adjufted, he difluaded them from fo pre- 
cipitate a ftep, and animated their drooping refolutions 
by ftrong aflTurances, that “ other (hips would inftantly 
“ arrive;” and that “ Gylippus, the fon of Cleandridas, 

“ was fent thither by the Lacedaemonians to take upon 
“ him the command.” The SyVacufans accordingly 
refumed their fpirits, and immediately marched out 

O a of 



196 THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR. B. VII. 
of the town, with the whole of their ftrcngth, in order 
to meet Gylippus ; for by this time they had received 
intelligence that he was^ actually approaching. 

Gyippus, upon his route, had made himfelf mailer 
of legas, a fortrcfs belonging to the Siculi j and now, 
at the head of his army, drawn up in order of battle, he 
comes up to Epipolje. Having mounted by the pafs 
of Euryalu', as the Avhcnians had done on their firft 
approach, he marched,^ conjundlion with the Syra- 
cul'ans, toward the Ain^^n circumvallation. He 
happened to arrive in that cS^ical jundure, When the 
Athenians had completely fini(hea'\‘eyen Q** eight ftadia 
of the double wall extending to the great harbour ; . 
when, in coniequence, but a very fmall part remained 
incomplete *, and on which they were labouring with 
their higheft application. On the other fide of their «V- 
cky towards Trogilus, the ftones fer completing their 
work had been laid ready in heaps almoft down to the 
beach, and fome parts of their work on that fide flood 
but half completed, though others had received the fi- 
mlhing hand. To fuch extremity of danger were the 
Syraculans now reduced. 

Gylippus and the Syracufans coming thus fuddenly 
upon them, the Atlienians at firft were ftruck with con- 
fternation j but termed, however, in order of battle, to 
give them a reception. But Gylippus, having ordered 
ins forces to halt, difpatcheth a herald to the Athe- 
nians, proclaiming that, “ in cafe they would evacu- 
“ ate Sucily within the fpace of five days, with their 
“ arms and baggage, he would readily grant them a 
“ truce.” Such offers they received in a contemptuous 
manner if and, dildaining to return an anfwer, ordered 

• About I of a mile, 

Nicias (fays Plutarch) difdained to return an anlwer* But fome of hia foldicrf 
laughed outright, and afked If, at the arrival of a mantle and ftaff from Sparta# 
the Syracufans were beiom' fo full of fpirits as to defpife the Atheniani $ who 
had lately given up to the Lacecaemonians three hundred of their countrymen 
** vvho had been their prifoners, all of them better foldieri^ and who combed 
their haii# too# much better# than Gylippus/' 
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the herald to move off. And now both fidcs were buly 
in marflialling and difpofing their men f »r battle. 

But Gybppus, who had made an ohiervation that 
the Syrarnfans were in great contufion and rould not 
eafily be formed into proper order, made hi? army tall 
ba> k into more open ground. Nicias gave them no 
difti.rbancc whilft they were making this morion j but, 
without advancing, flood clof/under his wo:ks : and, 
when Gylippus found that ijQ enemy would not move 
forwards to attack him, Ir/made his fours wheel off to 
the high-ground cal!('d'*Temenitcs, where they rcpoled 
ihemlelves 

The next mornhig he drew up the greate/l part of 
his army before the wojks of the Athenians, to prevent 
their fending out fucccu.s to more dillant polls ; for he 
had detached a party to attack the fort of Lahdahim, 
which he carried by florm, aiid put all the garrilbn 
found within it to the fword. Labdalum was fo fitu- 
ated, in regard to the Athenian polls, that they could 
have no view of what was tranlading there. The fame 
day alfo an Athenian trireme, as it was entering the 
harbour, is taken by the Syracui'ans. 

After fo much fuccef'>, the Syraiufans and allies fet 
about raifing a counterwo»k aloiig Kpipolte. Begin- 
ning at the city, they earned it upwards towards the 
Angle wall which had an oblique ir.tliiiarion •, and in- 
tended that, in cale the Arheiiians could not l]« p its 
completion, it Ihould eniin ly exclude them from per- 
fedling their circumvallation The Arhenians, having 
perfected their work'* to the lea, had now lemounted 
the eminence ; and, as ^omc parts of their woik were 
bur weak, Gylippus drew out his army by night, and 
was man ning to demojilh thofe : but the Ath mans, 
who palfed the n:ghc without their works, weic no 
fooner aware of it, than they alfo marched away to de- 
fend them. Upon whi/h, Gylippus, Hading them a- 
larmed, defified, and made his army retreat to their 
former polls. This however occafioned the Atiieni- 

O 3 ans 
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ans to raifc thofe parts of their wall to a greater height, 
and to take the guard of it upon thcmfjlves, as amongft 
the body of their confederates they had divided the 
guard of the reft of their works, allotting a proper 
charge to each. 

Nicias alfo judged it expedient to fortify the fpot cal- 
led Pltmmyrium. Plcm nyrium is a point of land 
over-againft Syracufe, which, jutting out before the 
great harbour, renders w mouth of it very narrow. 
“ If this were fort ficu,”\e thought “ the importa- 
“ tion of nei-eflariis for the tK(py would be better fe- 
“ cur'd ; becaufe then, from a fc^Hcr diftance, they 
“ could at any time command the ftaiSoiJf where the 
“ Syracufan (hipping lay ; and, (hould it be their ill- 
“ fortune to be ttraitened by fe a, might eafier fetch in 
“ fupplics than in the prefent ftation of their fleet at 
** the bottom of the great harbour.” Now alfo he be- 
gan, with greater attention than before, to ftudy how 
to diftrcfs them by fca j convinced, fince the arrival of 
Gylippus, how little room he had to hope for fuccefs 
by land, 'i’o this fpot therefore he ordered his firct, 
and drew his land-forces down, and immediately eredfed 
three forts. In thefc the greateft part of the baggage 
was laid up ; and the tranfporis and tight (hips were 
immediately ftationed there. To this projedf, however, 
the havock that afterwards enfued amongft the Teamen 
is principally to be aferibed : for, as they fuflFered in 
this rtation under fcarcity of water, and the mariners 
Were frequently obliged to fetrh both water and wood 
from a diftance, fince near at hand they were not to be 
had, the Syraculan h'irfe, who were mafters of the 
country, flaugluered them in abundance. The Syra- 
cufans had pofted a third part of their cavalry at their 
fcrtrcis of Olyu piaeum, to bridle the marauding ex- 
curfionsof ihetncmy at Plemmyrium. 

Now alfo Nicias received >otcl)igence that the other 
Corinthian (hips were in their pa(ragc. To watch their 
approach, he therefore dciackcd twenty fail, who were 

appointed 
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appointed to cruize about Locri, and Rhegiutn, and 
(he capes of Sicily, in order to intercept them. 

Gyl’ppus in fhe mean time was employed in building 
the counter-wall along Epipolas, making uf'e of the 
ftones which the Athenians had laid ready in hea' s for 
the continuation of their own work. It was alfo his 
daily cuftom to draw up the ISyracufans and aides in 
order of battle, and lead them^our beyond the point of 
the counttr-wall ; which obliged the Athenians to draw 
up jikeyrife, to obferve their motions. And, when 
Gylipnus judged he could attack them with advantage, 
he inltanily^yivV-v^fed ; and, the charge being given 
and received, a battle enfued in the Ipace between their 
refpeftive works ; but fo narrow, that n > ufe could be 
made of the Syracufan and confederate horlc. The Sy- 
racufans and allies were accordingly defeated. They 
fetched off their flain by truce •, and the Athenians c- 
redled a trophy. But Gylippus, having aflcmbled the 
aimy round him, thought proper to make this declara- 
tion in the prdence of them all : — ] hat “ the defeat 
“ was liot to be charged on their want of bravery, but 
•* on his own indifcrction : he had deprived them of 
“ the Icrvice of their own cavairy and darters, by 
“ ranging his battle in too confined a Ipot between the 
“ works : that he would now again lead them out in a 
“ more judicious manner.** He exhorted them there- 
fore “ to imprint it ftrong on their remembrance, 
“ that, as in real (Irength they were not interior, it 
“ would be intolerably difgraceful, if they, who to a 
“ man were Peloponncfians and Dorians, Ihould not 
“ manifefi themrelVes fo relblutely brave, as 10 con- 
•• quer and drive out of their country a parcel of loni- 
** ans and iflanders, and a promilVuous rabble of huo- 
“ gry adventurers.*' Having addrefird them rhus he 
lay on the watch to feize a proper opportuni y 1 and, as 
foon as he had gained it, led them on again to the 
charge. 

O4 


It 
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It was the opinion of Nicias, and in general of all 
the Athenians, that, “ though it was not their own in- 
terert to bring on an engagement, yet it highly coit- 
“ cerned them to put <1 ftop to the counterwork which 
“ the ene:ny was raifing to hinder their progrefs:” For, 
by this time, the wall of the Syrarulans had only not 
ove -reached the extreme point to which the Athenians 
bad brought theii circa^ovallation : “ And, Ihould it 
“ be extended farther, itVould give the enemy this dou- 
“ ble advantage a certainty of conquef^ whenever they 

“ thought proper to fight, ai^ a difcrctionary power 
“ not to fight at all.” Determined, by thefe confidera- 
tions, they "drew out in order to give the Syracufans 
battle. 

Gylippus foon began the engagement. He had now 
drawn up his heavy-armed without the works, and at a 
greater diftancc from them than before. He had poft- 
ed the cavalry and the darters on a wide and open fpot, 
yet unoccupied by the works on either fide, and polled 
them lo that thc7 flanked the Athenians, In theardour 
of the engagement, the cavalry broke in upon the left 
wing of the Athenians, which was ranged againft them, 
and intirely routed them. In confequcnce of which, the 
remainder of the army was foon defeated by the Syra* 
C'jlidns, and in the greateft diforder retired for flieltcr 
behind their works. And night no fooncr came on, 
than ilie Syracufans, without lofs of time, began to car- 
ry foiwart.s their own works, which they foon extended 
beyond the Athenian circumvallation ; by which they 
gained this greac point, that they could no longer be 
invcflcd on all fidts by the Athenians; and the latter, 
though mafters in the field, were hcnccforwards efFcdu- 
ally llopped from perlt^ling their circumvallation. 

After tins, iwc.vc (hips of the Corinthians, and Am^ 
braci'.ts, and Lcucadians, the remainder of the fqua- 
dron defigned for this fcrvicc, having given the Athe- 
nian guard-lbips the flip, came into the harbour of Sy- 
racule ; They vvtre commanded by Herafinidcs, a Co- 
rinthian* 
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rinthian. By thefc the Syracufans were now aflifted in 
carrying on their work, till it was completely joined to 
the traverle-wall. 

Gylippus now made a circuit over Sicily, in order to 
promote the common caufe ; and to procure additional 
forces lor the fervices both of land and fea ; and to foli- 
cit rhe concurrence oi fuch States as hitherto had mani- 
feited, either no great inclination, or an open repug- 
nance, to join in the prefen^ war. Other embalTadors 
alfo were dilpatched, by the Syracufans and Corinthians, 
to Lac .^daemon and Corinth, inftru( 5 led to folicit a fpee- 
dy fcinlorcement, be tranl'ported into Sicily cither in 
trading-vellels, or in boats, or by any other expeditious 
methods, fince the Athenians had allb fent for reinforce- 
ments from Athens. The Syraculans alfo afligned com- 
plements of men to their Ihipping, and feduloiiily train- 
ed them to the feivice of the lea, as defigning on this e- 
lement alfo to try their fortune j nay, they laboured 
with alacrity and application to increaie their llrength in 
all lefpefts. 

Nicias, being fcnfible of this, and confeious that the 
ftrength of the enemy and his own inability became 
daily greater, difpatched his melTeqgers alfo to Athens, 
a cuilom he had ever obferved, and upon all occafions, 
CO report the particulars of his proceedings. But in his 
prefent fituation it was more requifite than ever ; lince 
now he was convinced that he was environed with dan- 
gers ; and unlefs, with the utmoft expedition, they ei- 
called their troops, or fent them another, and that a 
ftrong, reinforcemenr, no hopes of prefervation remain- 
ed. Apprehenfivc, farther, that the perfons he Ihould 
fend, cither through want of proper addrefs, or through 
defcdl of courage, or a paflion to foothe the populace, 
might fupprefs the truth, he fent a true account of things 
in a letter wrote with his own hand. By this method 
he concluded that his own fentiments of things could 
not be concealed or invalidated by mcllengcrs ; that the 
Athenians would be informed of the truth, and might 

accordingly 
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accordingly adjuft their rdoluticns. Thefc mclPn^crs 
therefore departed, inftrudled to deliver the Utter 
which fjcintruftcd to their care, and what fairer they 
were to add by word ot im^uth. Nicias m the mean 
time kepi within the limits ofhs camp, mo^e anxious 
to guard his ihattercd forces from annoyance than to 
plunge into frclh and Iponcaneous dangers. 

In the clofe of this fummer, Ei'cuon, an Athenian 
general, marched, in con^undion with Perdiccas and a 
large body ol Thracians, agsinll Amphipolis; vet could 
not render himfrlf mafter of that city. But i hen, let- 
ting out from Imcrdim, he brought his triremes about 
into the Sirymon, and blocked it up on the fide ot the 
river. And here this fummer ended. 

In the beginning ot winter the meflengers from Ni- 
cias arrived ar Athens •. where they gave fuch accounts 
of things as he had charged them to give, and refoWed 
fuch queftions as were alked them. They alfo deli- 
vered his letter ♦, which the clerk of the State flood up 
and read aloud to ihe Athenians. The contents were 

thefe. 


“ Athenians, , , 

“ THE many letters from time to time received 
from me have given you all proper information, fo 
far as relates to paft tranfadions ; and it is now high 
“ time you fliould be made acquainted with our pre- 
« fent fituation, that your councils may be adjulted in 
a proper manner. 

“ After, therefore, we had defeated, in fevcral cn- 
•• gagements, the Syracufans, againft whom you fwl 
“ us out, and when we had thrown up thofc works M* 
“ fore their city within which we arc this moment ly* 
« ing, Gylippus the Laccdsemonian came upon us, ai 
the head ot an army, brought from Peloponnefus, 
“ and augmented by the troops of lomc Sicilian States 
“ In the firft battle he is routed by us \ but, in th< 
laft, prefled hard by their numerous cavalry ant 
' darters 
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“ darters, we have been forced to retire within our in. 
“ trenchmenis. Being therefore obliged, by the fu- 
“ perior numbers of the enemy, to difeontinue our 
circumvallation, we are this moment lying upon the 
“ defenfive. Nor indeed are we able to draw out our 
“ whole force for adlion, as detachments of our heavy- 
“ armed are remotely employed in rhe guard of our 
“ works. They have farther run up a hngle wall to 
cut our lines *, fb that there remains no longer a pof- 
“ fibility for us to complete the circumvallation, un- 
lefs, reinforced by a numerous body of troops, wo 
** are enabled to aCfault and demolilh the counter* 
. “ work. And, in confeqiience of this, we, who dc- 
“ figned to befiege others, may with much more pro- 
“ priety be faid to fufFcr a fiege ourl'elves, at lead by 
land : for we dare not make any didant excurfions 
“ into the adjacent country, for fear of the horfe. 

“ What is more j they have fent embaflkdors to Pe- 
“ loponnefus, to folicic reinforcements. Gylippus alfo 
is m.iking the tour of the Sicilian States, with a view 
to obtain the concurrence of fuch as are at prefent 
** neutral, and to prevail with the red to intrud their 
“ additional levies for the fervice bpth ot land and lea 
“ under his command ; and, according to my prefent 
“ intelligence, they are fully bent to attack, at one and 
“ the fame time, our intrcnchments, w.th their land- 
forces by land, and with their (hips by fea. And, 
“ though I fay, by Sea, let nor the Ibund be too ter- 
rible in your ears : for they know very well the pre- 
“ fent date of our navy ; which, though at fird a mod 
*• complete equipment, for the cleannefs of the (hips 
” and the health and vigour of the feamen, yet at pre- 
fent hath fcarce a Ihip which is not leaky } fo long 
“ have they been neceflitated to keep the fea, whilft 
** their hands have daily been mouldering away : for, 
** in fad, we have no opportunity to lay them dry and 
careen them ; as we are under continual apprehen- 
fions of being attacked by the (hips of the enemy, 

“ equal 
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“ equal nay fuperior in number to our own. That 
“ they will attempt it we have moft certain ground to 
•* believe, but the leafons of doing it are intircly in 
their own option j which alfo enables them to preferve 
“ their v eflels ever fit for f'ervice, as they are not necef- 
“ fitatcd to be continually in action to ftrtkc awe into 
« others : Nay, we fliould hardly be able to do the 
“ like, though the number of our (hipping were much 
“ larger than it i*:, or though we were exempted from 
“ tlie neceffity we now lie under of keeping guard with 
“ them all. Pbr, in cafe we make the leaft afiatement 
“ of our vigilance, ttc fhould be niftrefled for want 
“ of necefl'aries, which even now we fetch in With diffi. 
“ culty in the very teeth of the enemy. To this mull 
** be aferibed the great wade of our fcamen which hath 
“ already been made, and whofe number lefl'ens from 
“ day to day j fince, obliged to fetch wood, and water, 
“ and forage, from remote places, thev are intercepted 
“ by the enemy’s hoife. Even our fervants, who have 
“ nothing to dread from our ruinated condition, defert 
“ us daily. And fuch foreigners, as were forced on- 
“ board our fleet, depart with impunity to their own 
“ cities ; whiilt others, who were allured to ihe lervicc 
“ by the greatntfs of our pay, and imagined they were 
“ rather come to plunder than to fight, when, contrary 
“ to their hopes, they behold the enemy polTeflred of a 
“ numerous fleet, and making a brave refiflance in c- 
“ very quarter, fomc catch at the leaft pretext to go o- 
ver to the enemy, and others make fhift to fkulk a- 
“ way, — never agaiti to be retrieved in lo wide a coun- 
try as Sicily. Nay, fome of thofe, who, having at- 
tended us hither from Athens, and fince prevailed 
“ with the captains of triremes to accept of the fcrvicc 
of Hyccarian flaves in redemption of theirown, have 
“ by this means iubverted our naval difeipline. 

“ I am writing to men well-inlighicned in naval af- 
“ fairs, and pcrfc^lly convinced, that the flower of an e- 
“ quipment is but of Ihort duration, and how few of thofe 

“ on-boaid 
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•* on-board are flcilled at ftcering the vcffel or mana- 
ging the oar. But what gives me mott acute vexa- 
tion is thisy— -^that, though commander in chief, I 
am utterly unable to put a flop to thefe diforders ; 

“ fince your tempers, Athenians, are hard to be mana- 
** ged ; and am quite at a lofs from whence to repair 
•* the wafte that hath been made of our fcamcn. The 
“ enemy have abundant refourccs every where at hand, 
“ whereas neceffity points out only ofu to us, - — that 
place, from whence we had who now remain, and 
“ who ire for ever loft : For Naxus and Catana, the 
** cities which ftill perfevere in our alliance, are unable 
“ to recruit us. And, ftiould the enemy get one cir- 

cumftance more in their favour, that the towns 

“ of Italy, which at prefent fupply us with food, de- 
“ lerrcd by the difeovery of our low condition and the 
“ non-appearance of a reinforcement from Athens, gB 
“ over to the Syracufans, — the war will be finilhed 
to their hands without coding them a blow, and we 
“ ftiall be left to the mercy of the enemy, 

“ I could have fent you much more pleafing accounts 
“ of things, but none fo proper to give you a clear idea 
“ of the pofture of your affairs liere, and fuch as you 
** ought to have before you proceed to deliberate upon 
** them i and at the lame time, — as I am by no meansa 
ftranger to Athenian cem|.)er$, lince 1 know you to 
” be fond of hearing what will give you pleafure, tbut 
** are afterwards inflamed with anger if any article in c* 
“ vent drops ftiort of your exj'cdtation, — I thought it 
“ high'y concerned my own lafety to tell you nothing 
“ but the truth. And let me here conjure you, to cn- 
** tertain norefentment either againft private foldiers of 
** commanders i Once, in labouring thoi'e points which 
are the principal ends of the expedition, they have 
“ fully done their duty. 

** But, flnee all Sicily is in arms againft us, and (ince 
our enemies expect a reinforcemcut from Pcloponne- 
fusy relblve, without lol's of time, that, as your forces 
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arc not fufEcient to keep the enemy in play, they 
muft either be recalled, or be reintbrccd with a body 
not inferior to the firft equipment, with both a land 
“ and a naval force, and a large pecuniary fupply. 
“ For myfelf, I muft infift that a fucceffor be fent me 5 
“ fincc 1 am quite difabled, by a nephritic difordcr, 
** from continuing in the command ; And I think I 
** have juft title to expedt my dirmiftion from you i 
“ fincc, in the vigour of my life, I have been intrufted 
** by you with feveral commands, in which 1 did you 
“ fomc fignal fervices. 

Whatever you determine, put it in execution on 
** the firft approach of fpring •, and, above all things, 
“ keep clear of delays : for the ready fupplies, given 
the enemy in Sicily, will foon enable them to a6t ; 
“ and thofe cxpeAcd from Peloponncfus, though they 
muft be longer in coming up, yet, depend upon it, 
** that, unlefs you exert your utmoft vigilance, fome 
of them will fteal hither, as before, through all your 
“ guards, and fomc will infallibly be here before you.** 

Such were the advices brought them by the letter of 
Nicias. The Aihooians, however, when they had 
heard it read, would not fo far comply with the requeft 
of Nicias as to give him his difmifiion ; but that, af> 
fiided as he was in body, the whole burden of aftairs 
might not lie too heavily upon him, they appointed 
two perfons, already in Sicily, Menander and £uthyde> 
mus, to aftift him in the command, till thofe, who by 
the public vote Ihould be joined with h m in the com- 
miflion, can arrive. They alfo decreed him a rein- 
forcement, confifttng both of a land and naval force, to 
be levied arnongft the Athenians upon the roil and 
their dependents ♦, and, for colleagites to (hare in the 
command, Demofthenes the fon of Alciftenes, and Eu- 
rymedon the fon of Thieles. Eurymedon, by order, 
began his paflage for Sicily about the winter folfticc, at 
the bead of ten fail of (hips, and with a fupply of 

twenty 
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•twenty talents of filver •, impowered, farther^ to af- 
fure them, that “ a large reinforcement will fooo come 
“ up, as the State had ferioufly interefted itlelf in their 
“ wellare.” Demotthenes ftayed behind to forward 
the equipment, and was intended to fet out on the firft 
approach of fpring. He was bulled in alTembling to- 
gether their contingents from the dependent States^ and 
in levying amongft them both money, and Ihipping, 
and foldiers. 

The Athenians farther fend ouwwenty fjiul, to cruize 
on the coafts of Peloponnefus, and to take care chat no 
one paffed over from Corinth and Peloponnefus into Si- 
, cily. For the Corinthians, upon the arrival of the cm- 
bafladors, and the advice they brought, that “ the face 
“ of affairs was much altered for the better,” (priding 
themfelves in the reflexion that their former equipment 
had arrived in time to contribute to this turn,) became 
now moie alert than ever, and got tranfports in readi- 
nefs to carry over a body of their own heavy-armed into 
Sicily, whilfl the Lacedaemonians were intent on doing 
the fame from other parts of Peloponnefus. The Co- 
rinthians, farther, manned out five and twenty fail *, de» 
figning to hazard an engagement with the guard-fhips 
Rationed at Naupadus, or to difabie the Athenians who 
lay there from giving their tranfports the leafl; molefta- 
tion, by keeping their own triremes ready ranged in or- 
der of battle in the very face of that fquadron. 

The Lacedsmonians alfo were preparing for an inva- 
fion of Attica, in purfuance of a former refolutton, and 
* in compl'ancc farther with the prelTing inllances of both 
Syracuians and Corinthians. They had no fooner beard 
of rhe reinforcement intended to be lent by the Athe- 
nians to Sicily, than, by making a diverfion, they de- 
flgned to flop its execution. Aicibiades alfo continued 
warmly importuning thorn to execute his plan of forti- 
fying Decciea, and to proceed brilkiy with the war. 

* 3875 /, Stirrii£, 

But 
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But the motives, which at this prefcnt junfture anima- 
ted the Lacedaemonians mott, were, that the Atheni- 
ans, if engaged in a double war both againft themfelves 
and againll the Sicilians, muR become a much more 
expeditious conqueft •, and, farther, the Athenians were 
the firft aggreflbrs in violating treaties. In the former 
war they were well convinced the firft offence was 
chargeable on their own heads, bccauie the Thebans 
had furprifed Plataea whilft treaties were in faft fubfift- 
ing. Nay, contrary fo an exprefs ftipulation in a pre- 
ceding treaty, that ‘‘ arms ihould never be t&kcn up 
“ againft the party which was willing to abide by a ju- 
^ dicial determination,” they themfelves had refufed to 
fubmit to a trial, though claimed by the Athenians. 
To a condudb fo ungenerous they concluded that their 
ill fuccefs in the war ought fairly to be imputed ; and 
refleded, with felf-accufations, not only on the cala- 
mity they had fuffered at Pylus, but on all their other 
Ioffes in every quarter of the war. But now, fince the 
Athenians, with an equipment of thirty fail, hacf com- 
mitted devaftations at Epidaurus, at Prafise, and at 
other places, and continued to infeft their dominions 
by robberies from Pylus ; nay, as often as difputes had 
intervened about the intent of articles in the laft treaty, 
in which the Lacedaemonians appealed to a judicial de- 
termination, the others had haughtily refufed it j — con- 
cluding hence, that the Athenians were become as 
guilty aggreffurs now as themfelves had been on the 
former occafion •, with cheerful prefages of fuccefs, they 
determined for war. In order to it, they demanded 
this winter, from their allies, their contingents of iron, 
and got ail the needful materials in rcadinefs to execute 
their plan of fortification. Refolved at the fame time 
to tranfport an aid to Sicily in veffcls of burden, they 
began to levy it at home, and cxadled the quotas of 
augmentation from their confederates. And thus the 
winter ended ^ and the eighteenth year of this war, of 

which 
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which Thucydides hath compiled the hiftory, came 
alfo to an end. 


YEAR XIX4 

THE following rpring no fooner approached, than, 
at an earlier date than on any former occafion, the La- 
cedaemonians and allies invaded Attica; and Agis, the 
ion of Archidamus, king of the Lacedsemonians, had 
the comrtiand of the army. At firll: they ravaged the 
country, particularly the plains ; and this being done, 

. having allotted out the work in portions to the feveral 
States^ they iet out about fortifying Decclea. Now, 
Deceleais didant at moll but *onc hundred and twenty 
lladia from thecityiOf Athens, and lies at the fame dil- 
tance, or very little more, from Boeotia : bv’.t in the 
plain,' and on the finelt fpot of ground, from whence 
clfcdlually to annoy them, was their fortrefs raifed ; and 
might be feen from the very walls of Athens. 

In this manner the Peloponnefians and allies ere 61 :cd 
a fortrefs within Attica itfelf ; whilll, in the fame por- 
tion of time, their friends in Pcloiponnefus embarked 
a body of heavy-armed on-board their tranfports, and 
lent them off for Sicily. Por this fervice the Lacede- 
monians picked out from the very beft of the Helots 
and of thole citizens of Sparta vvlio were newly enfran- 
chiled, from both together, fix hundred heavy-armed ; 
and appointed Heccricus, a Spartan^ to comm.ind them. 
And the Boeotians lent three hundred heavy-armed, 
commanded by Xeno and Nicon of Thebes, and Hc- 
gefander of Thelpiae, Thefe were embarked at 
Tajnarus in Laconia, and thence put out to lea. 

Soon after thefe, the Corinthians Tent away five hun- 
dred heavy-armed ; fome from Corinth itlcif, others 
hired from the Arcadians ; and appointed Alexaichus, 

I Before Chi id ^ 13, 

* About twelve m.kf. 
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a Corinthian, 
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a Corinthian, to command them. The Sicyonians alfo 
lent two hundred heavy-armed along with the Corin- 
thians, and at their head Sargeus, a Sicyonian. 

But the five and twenty fail of Corinthians, which 
launched out to fea in the depth of winter, lay ranged 
in an oppofitc ftation to the twenty Attic at Naupadius, 
to give Icifure for the embarkation of the heavy-armed 
on-board the tranfports from Pcloponnefus. On this 
account, principally, they were manned and fitted out 
to fea, that they might divert the attention of the A- 
thenians from the tranfport- fleet that was nov/* putting 
out, and fallen it wholly upon the hoftile appearance of 
thefe triremes. 

In the mean time, the Athenians, even during the 
fortifications in hand at Decelea, and at the earliell ap- 
proach of fpring, fent out thirty fail to cruize on the 
coafts of Pcloponnefus, under the command of Cha- 
ricles, the fon of Apollodoriis. His inftru(5lions were, 
farther, to touch at Argos, and to fummon them, in 
conformity to the treaty of alliance, to embark a body 
of heavy-armed on-board the fleet. 

Demolthencs alfo, according to promife, they fent 
away for Sicily, wyh a numerous fleet, confiding of 
fixty Ibips of Athens and five of Chios, on-board of 
which were twelve hundred enrolled Athenians, and as 
large a number of iflanders as with the iitmod indudry 
they had been able to draw together. They had alfo 
amafled, from their other confederates fubjed to A- 
thens, all manner of fupplies they were able to furnifh 
for carrying on the war with vigour. But Demodhencs 
was farther inltruflcd to fail at fird in company with 
Charicles, and aflid him in the cruize on the coads of 
Laconia. Demodhenes therefore, having dood over to 
Aigina, continued there, till the remainder of his force, 
which was yet behind, had completely joined him, and 
Charicles had taken on-board the Argive auxiliaries. 

About the fame time in this fpring Gylippus alfo re- 
turned to Syracufe, at the head of as large a force as 

he 
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he had been able to coIlc6l from the fcvcral Slates^ 
with whom his pcrfuafions had been effcftual \ and, ha- 
ving convened the Syracufans, he told them that 

“ they ought to man out as large a number of (hip- 
“ ping as they poffibly could, and try their fortune in 
“ a naval engagement : fuch a ftep, he had reafon to 
hope, might be attended with confequences which 
“ would amply compenfate the danger, and invigorate 
** the war.” 

Thefe inftances of Gylippus were well feconded by 
Hermocrates, who took uncommon pains to encourage 

his countrymen to attack the Athenians by fca 

The latter, he told them, were far from enjoying 
** their naval fkill as an hereditary right, or a privi- 
“ lege from time immemorial exclufively their own. 
“ In fa<5t, they were by nature landmen much more 
“ than the Syracufans j and neceffity alone, in the Mc- 
“ dilh invafion, had forced them to try their fortune 
** at fea : By enterprifing men, as the Athenians were, 
“ fuch as were moft daring in oppofing them muft 
“ needs be regarded as the moft formidable enemies. 
** True — they had been ufed to intimidate their neigh- 
“ bours, not by a real fuperiority of ftrength, but by 
“ their daring enterprifing genius ; and now, by the 
“ fame methods, themfelves might become formidable 
“ even to Athenians.” He alTured them, “ for his 
“ own part, he was perfedly convinced that the Syra- 
“ cufans, if by an effort of bold refoluiion they would 
on a iudden attack the Athenian fleer, might reap 
“ more benefit from the terror which fuch a ftep would 
“ ftrike upon the foe, than could accrue to the Athe- 
“ nians from their fuperior fkill when compared with 
Syracufan inexperience.” He preffed them there- 
fore to try their fortune by fca, and to bid adieu to 
fear.” 

Thus animated by Gylippus, and by Hermocrates, 
and by others, the Syracufans were eagerly bent on ac- 
tion by fca, and manned out their fleet. And, when 
■ p 2 the 
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the whole was ready for fervice, Gylippus, by favour 
of the night, at the head cf his land-army, marched 
down to the forts at Plemmyrium, intending to aflault . 
them on the land -fide. The triremes of the Syracu- 
fans, at the fame inftant of time, as^ had been concerted 
beforehand, to the number of thirty-five, are failing up 
out of the great harbour, whilil forty-five were going 
about out of the lefler harbour where their dock lay. 
The latter went round, defigning to complete their 
jundion with the other fquadron, and then in a body to 
lland againll Plemmyrium, that the Athenians on both 
fides might be thrown into cenfufion. -The Athenians 
loft no time, but inftantly manned out fixty veffels. 
With twenty-five of the number they engaged the thirty- 
five Syraculan in the great hatboiir *, Vvtiih the refi they 
went to meet the other rquadron, that was coming a- 
bout from the dock. A fmart ergagement immedi- 
ately eniued, in the mouth of the great harbour. The 
difpuie was a long time obflinatcly m.aintained ; one fide 
exerting thcmlelvcs to clear the palTige, but the other 
to obfirud it. 

In the the mean time, Gylippus, — as the Athenians 
polled at Plemmyrium had flocked down to the fea-fide, 
and with their ut mo if* attend on were looking at the bat- 
tle on the water, — Gylippus feizeth the opportunity ; 
and, no fooner had the morning dawned, than, to the 
great lurprile of the enemy, he attacks the forts. He 
firlt makes himfclf mailer of the largeft of the three, 
and afterwards carries the two IclTer, the defendants 
of which, feeing the largeft fo ealily taken, had aban- 
doned their polls: Nay, on the furpiifal of the firft, 
thofe w ho hacl manned it, throwing ihcmfclves on-board 
the boats and a tranfporc that lay at hand, found no 
fmall difficulty in getting away to the camp 5 for, as 
the Syiacufans had now the better of the engagement 
with their iquadron in the great harbour, they detached 
one of their nimbleft trii ernes to purlue the fliers. But, 
at ihe time the other two forts were carried, the Syra- 

culans 
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cufans were plainly vanquifhed, which gave them who 
abandoned the laft an opportunity to fail away without 
obftruflion. For that Syracufan fquadron, that was 
engaged before the harbour’s mouth, having forced 
their way through the Athenian fleet, by failing for- 
wards in a diforderly manner and continually running 
foul one upon another, gave the Athenians an opportu- 
nity to regain the day. For this fquadron they foon 
routed, and afterwards that^ within the harbour, by 
which tjiey had been vanquiflied. They alio funk ele- 
ven fhips of the enemy, and made a flaughter of all their 
crews, thofe of three fliips excepted, to whom they 
granted quarter ; and all this with the lofs only of three 
fhips on their own fide. Having afterwards drawn a- 
(hore the lhatters of the Syracufan flert, and piled them 
into a trophy on the little ifle before Flcmmyrium, they 
retired to their main inrampmenr. 

Thus unluccefsful were the Syracufans in their naval 
engagement. They had carried, however, the forts at 
Plemmyrium *, and, to fignalize each of their acquifi- 
tions, they creeled three feveral trophies. One, alfo, 
of the two forts that were taken lal't they levelled with 
the ground, but the other two thtly repaired and garri- 
foned. 

In this furprifal of the forts, many were flain and ma- 
ny were made pri loners, and a great Ifock of wealth 
repofited there became the prize of the enemy. For, 
as the Athenians had made ufe of thefe forts by way 
of magazine, much wealth belonging to merchants, 
and corn in abundance, were found within ; much allb 
of the {lores belonging to the captains of the fliips 
of war, inafmuch as forty malls for triremes, and other 
materials of refitment, had been laid up there; and 
three triremes were hauled afliore to be careened. Nay, 
thisfurprifal of Plemmyrium wasoncot thechief if not the 
g.reatell fource of all the diftrefs which thcAthen:an army 
lufFcred in the lequel; for no longer was the lea open to 
them fur the lecure importation of necelfary lupplies. 

p 2 From 
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From this time the Syracufans rufhed upon them from 
thence, and awed all their motions. The convoys could 
no more get in without fighting their way. Befides that, 
in all other refpeds, it ftruck a great confternation, 
and even a dejedion of mind, amongft the troops. 

The next ftep taken by the Syracufans was to fend 
out to fea a fquadron of twelve fhips, under the com- 
mand of Agatharcus, a Syracufan. One of thefe fhips 
was to proceed to Peloponnefus, and land an embafiy 
there, which had inftruftions, “ to notify a prefent 
“ hopeful pofture of affairs, and toprefs the profecu- 
“ tion of the war in Greece with all poflible vigour.” 
The other eleven flood over to the Italian coafl, having 
received intelligence, that a number of fmall veffels, ‘ 
laden with flores for the Athenians, were coming up. 
They intercepted and intirely deftroyed moft of thefe ; 
and the timber on-board them, which was ready 
wrought for the Athenians to frame together into fhips, 
they burnt to afhes on the fhore of Caulonia. This 
done, they flood away for Locri ; and, whilft they lay 
in that road, one of the tranfports from Peloponnefus, 
having on-board the heavy- armed from Thefpiae, came 
in. The Syracufans'^removed thofe heavy-armed into 
their own fhips, and returned with them to Syracufe. 

The Athenians with twenty fail were flationed at 
Megara, in order to intercept their return } where one 
fliip alone, with all the crew, fell into their hands. 
They were not able to come up with the reft j fince, e- 
luding all purfuir, they recover with fecurity their own 
harbours. 

There happened alfo a fkirmifh, in the harbour of Sy- 
racufe, about the piles which the Syracufans had drove 
down in the fea before their old docks, that their veffels 
might ride in fafety behind them, the Athenians be un- 
able to Hand in amongft them and do any damage to 
their fhipping. Clofe up to thofe piles the Athenians 
had towed a raft of prodigious fizc, on which turrets 
and parapets to cover the defendants were creeled, 

whilft 



THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR. 115 
whilfl others in long boats were faftening cables round 

• the piles, and, by the help of a machine convenient for 
the purpofe, craning them up *, and fuch as they broke 
a fet of divers fawed off clofe at the bottom. The Sy- 
racufans in the mean time were pouring their miffive 
weapons upon them from the docks, which were plenti- 
fully returned by thofe ported on the raft. In Oiort, 
the Athenians plucked up moft of the piles ; but one 
part of the Aaccade was exceeding difficult to be demo- 
lifhed, as it lay out of fight; for they had driven down 
fome of the piles in fuch a manner, that their heads e- 
merged not above the furface of the water. This ren- 

• dered all accefs exceeding dangerous ; fince, ignorant 

where they lay, a pilot would be apt to bulge his velfel 
as it were upon a (helve. But even thefe the divers, for 
a pecuniary reward, fearched out and fawed away. And 
yet, as fart as this was done, the Syraculans drove down 
a frelh fet of piles. The contrivances both of annoy- 
ance and prevention were ftrenuourty exerted on both 
fides, as might jurtly be expeded from two hoftile bo- 
dies ported fo near one another ; the Ikirmifiiings were 
often renewed, and every artifice of war was fucceffively 
pradifed. » 

The Syracufans, farther, had difpatched embaffies, 
compofed of Corinthians, and Lacedaemonians, and 
Ambraciots, to the cities of Sicily, “ to notify the fur- 
“ prifal of Plemmyriiim, and to give a juft reprefenta- 
“ tion of the naval engagement in which they had been 
defeated, not fo much by the ftrength of the enemy 
“ as by their own confufion ; in other refpeds to affure 
“ them, that their hopes of fuccefs were high, and that 
“ they firmly depended on receiving foon an aid from 
“ them, compofed both of a land and naval force ; fince 
“ the Athenians were alfo in expedation of a reinforce- 
“ ment from Athens, the approach of which would their 
“ friends anticipate, the Athenians at prefent there mult 
“ be totally deftroyed, and the war brought at once to 

p 4 “an 



ai6 THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR. B.VII. 

“ an end.” Such fchemes were now in agitation in Si- 
cily. 

But Demofthenes, when he had aflembied the whole 
of the armament with which he was to pafs over to the 
relief of thofc in Sicily, weighing from /Egina, and 
Banding over to Peloponnefus, he completes his jundlion 
with Chariclcs and the fquadron of thirty fail of Athe^ 
nians under his command *, and, as a body of heavy- 
armed had been taken on-board the latter from Argos, 
they (leered together for the coall of Laconia. And 
here firft they ravaged in part Epidaurus Limefa; and, 
proceeding from thence to that part of Laconia which 
lies over-againft Cythera, and where (lands the temple 
of Apollo, having ravaged part of the adjacent country, 
they inclofed and fortified a neck of land which might 
ferve as a receptacle to fuch of the Helots as delerted the 
Lacedaemonians*, from thence, banditti-like, as was done 
from Pylus, to infeft the country. This convenient 
fpot was no looner taken in than Demofthenes ftood a- 
way for Corcyra, that he might take on-board the auxi^ 
liaries there, and make the bell of his way to Sicily, 
Bur Charicles ftayed 'till he had put the place into a ftate 
of fccure defence, ^d fixed a garrifon in it. This 
being done, he carried back his fquadron of thirty fail 
to Athens •, and the Argives at the fame time received 
their difmiflion. 

This fummer there arrived at Athens thirteen hundred 
Thracian targeteers, of thole called Alacharopboriy and 
who are originally Dians. This body was intended to have 
beenfenrwuh Demofthenes intoSicily ; but, as they arrived 
not till after his departure, the Athenians had relblved to 
fend them back again to their own homes in Thrace. To 
retain them merely for the fake of the war waged againft 
them fiom Dccelca, they thought, would plunge them in 
too large an expencc, lince the pay of every foldier was 
* a drachma a day. Tor now, fincc Decelea, whicn had 
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been fortified this fpring by the joint-labours of the whole 
united army, continued to be garrifoned by detachments 
from the feveral States^ which at certain intervals of time 
relieved one another in a regular fuccefiion, it gave ter- 
rible annoyance to the Athenians, and caufed amongft 
them fuch havoc of their elfcds, and fuch a deftruftion 
of their men, as threw them into great diftrefs. All 
preceding incurfions of the enemy, having been only * 
tranfient, had left them in the peaceaWe enjoyment 
of their lands for the reft of the year ; but now, as they 
awed the country by one continued blockade, and as by 
intervals they received confiderable augmentations to e- 
nable them to give greater annoyance, as even the regu- 
lar garrifon was periodically obliged to fcour the country 
and plunder for their own fubfillence, and as Agis, king 
of the Lacedaemonians, who with the utmoft diligence 
profecuted the war, in perfon diredfed all the operations, 
the Athenians were Ibrely prefied : For they were de- 
barred the whole produce of their own lands; more than 
twenty thoufand of their flaves had deierted to the ene- 
my, and a large pare of thefe were mechanics of the city; 
their whole ftock of Iheep and labouring cattle was loft 
beyond retrieve ; their horfes, — - as the horfemen were 
obliged every day to mount, either to ride towards De- 
celea, to awe the excurfions of that garrifon, or to guard 
fome important polls in the country,-— their horfes were 
cither lamed by running inceffantiy over hard or rugged 
ground, or by wounds were dilablcd for fervice ; the 
conftant fupplies of provifions for the city, which ufcd 
to be fetched from Euboea to Oropus, and to be brought 
in from thence through Decclea as the Ihorteft paflage, 
were now forced to go round the cape of Sunium by 
fea, which confiderably enchanced their price. For 
want alfo of all foreign commodities the city was equal- 
ly diftrefted ; and Athens was now reduced to be merely 
a place of arms. To keep guard on the battlements by 
day, the citizens were obliged luccelllvcly to relieve 
one another ; but the whole body of the city, except 
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the horfemen^ mounted guard by night. The latter, c- 
ver un^er arms without^ the reft on the conftant guard 
of the city-walls, and this for a fummer and winter 
without any intermilTion, were reduced to a very low 
condition. But the point which prelled hardeft upon 
them was having two wars at once upon their hands ; 
and yet their obflinacy had rofe to fo high a pitch, as, 
had it not been vifiblc to all the world, the bare men- 
tion of its poflibility would have been quite incredible : 
For who would have believed, that this people, fo 
clofely blocked up at home by the Pelopohnefians, 
Ihould fcorn to give up Sicily nay, Ihould perfevere 
with unabating zeal, to carry on the fiege of Syracufe, 
a city in no refped inferior even to Athens itfelf ? that 
they fhould exhibit fuch an aftonifhing proof of their 
ftrength and their courage to the eyes of Greece ; where, 
upon the firft breaking out of the war, fome people had 
imagined, that, in cafe the Pcloponnefians invaded Atti- 
ca, they could not hold out above one year intire, 
though others had allowed them two, and others three, 
but nobody a longer fpace ? and that, in the feventeenth 
year after the firft invafion of this kind, they fhould at- 
tempt the conqueft #f Sicily j and, when deeply gafhed 
in every parr, by one war already upon their hands, 
fhould wilfully plunge into another, as formidable in 
all refpecls as that waged againft them from Peloponne- 
fus ? But now, when, befides what they had fuffered 
already, they were terribly annoyed from Decelea, and 
other incidents had exacted from them very large dif- 
burfements, their finances were reduced to a very low 
ebb. At this period, therefore, inftead of the tribute 
paid them by their dependents, they exacted a twentieth 
of the value of all commodities imported and exported, 
which they thought would replenifli their coffers fafter 
than the former method : For, their difburfements were 
not as they had been in preceding times, but had been 
inflamed in the fame proportion as the feenes of war had 

been 
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been inlarged, whilft their annual revenue was conftant* 
ly decreafing. 

Unwilling, therefore, in the prefent ebb of their trca- 
fures, to defray the charge of this body of Thracians, 
who came too late for Demofthenes, they fcnt them 
back to their own country with all poflible hafte. Dii* 
trephes was the perfon pitched upon to condudb them 
home i and was inftrudted, that, “ in the paflage, (for 
“ they were to go through the Euripus,) he ftiould em- 
“ ploy them, if opportunity offered, againfl: the ene- 
“ my.” " He landed therefore near Tanagra, and in a 
hurrying mannfri^^carried off a booty from thence. A* 
♦bout the fhut of evening he alfo croffed the Euripus 
from Chalcis of Euboea j and, having landed his Thra- 
cians in Boeotia, led them again (f Mycaleffus. His de- 
fign was not difcovered that night, though he halted at 
the temple of Mercury, which is -didant from Mycalef- 
fus but * fixteen fladia at mofl. Bur, early the next 
morning he affaulted this city, which is of large extent : 
He carries it on the firfl attack, as there was no guard 
to refill him, and the inhabitants could never have ima- 
gined that a maritime body would have marched fo far 
into the country to make atiempts> upon them. The 
wall, befides, was weak ; in fume places it was fallen, 
and the remaining part of it was low ; and the gates, 
from too great a confidence of fecurity, had been left o- 
pen. No fooner were the Thracians broke into Myca- 
lefTus, than they gutted both houfes and temples ; they 
maffacrcd the inhabitants, fhewing no regard to either 
old-age or youth, but venting their fury on all that 
came in their way ; they butchered even the women and 
the children *, nay, all the labouring cattle, and every 
creature that had life which came before their eyes: For 
the Thracians, when once their fury is inflamed, arc as 
infatiable of blood as any other the grcatcfl favages in 
the barbarian world. On this occafion the confufion 
was terrible, and every ghaftly method of deftru($lion 


* More thao a mile and a half. 


was 



220 THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR. B. VII. 

was exemplified in ad : They even fell upon the public 
fchool, which was a very large one, when the youth 
ef the town were but jufl got in, and hacked all the 
children to pieces. And thus this whole city was invol- 
ved in a calamity, a greater than which no city had ever 
L It ; nay, a calamity iinexpeded and dreadful indeed ! 

The Thebans had no looner intelligence of it, than they 
marched to their afllflancc ; but came not up with the 
Thracians till they were retired to fume diftance from 
the town, where they recovered from them their booty, 
and, having put them to flight, continue the chace 
down to the liuripus and the lea, where the vcITels 
v.^hich had brought them lay at anchor. Here they 
make a flavighter of mod of thole who endeavoured to 
get on-board, but could not fwim ; lince the perfons left 
in the velTels, when they faw what palled on the fhore, 
put them off beyond their reach. Bur, in the otlierparts 
of the retreat, the.Tliracians behaved with fome gal- 
lantry againfl: the Theban horfe, which attacked them 
fii d ; fince, Tallying frequently out on the purfucMS, and 
rallying again after the difcipline of their country,, they 
ir.ade good their retreat ; and thus few of this body were 
(ledroyed. A numbi-r, farther, who daid behind in the 
city to plunder, were found there and put to the 
Iword. 1 he whole number of the (lain, amongd this 
body of thirteen hundred I'hr^cians, amounted to two 
hundred and fifty men ; though, in return, they killed, 
of Thebans, and others who accompanied by way of aid, 
of horie and htavy-arm.ed tcgetlu r, about twenty, and 
Skirphondas of Thebes, one of the rulers of Boeotia •, 
the lives of fome more Myca'effians were alio lod in 
their com-pany. Such was the calamity which fell to 
the unhappy lor of MycalcfTus and which, for excefs 
of horror, is more to be deplored than any other of the 
tragical events of this war. 

Demodhenes, who, alter markinsr out the fortifica- 
tion, had dood away from l.aconia to Corcyra, lur- 
piifing'a tranfporC'Vcdcl which rode at anchor in the 
« " ‘ road 
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road of Phia of the Eleans, on-board of which a num- 
ber of heavy-armed Corinthians were to jjafs over into 
Sicily, finks that vefl'cl. But the mariner?, having 
faved themfelves by flight, found afterwards another 
veflTcl, and proceeded in the voyage. 

From hence Demodhencs came up to Zacynthus and 
Cephallene ; where he took their heavy-armed on- 
board, and fent for thofe of the Meflenians from Nau- 
padus. I'le alfo eroded over to the oppofite continent 
of Acarnania, to Alyzia and Anadorium, both be- 
longing to the Athenians. Thus employed as he was 
in augmenting his force, Euryrnedon, returnmg from 
^Sicily, whither he had been fenc in the winter to carry 
a fupply of money for the army, meets him ; and, a- 
mongd other intelligence, relates, that “ he had heard, 
fince he was upon his return, that PIcmmyrium had 
“ been taken by the Syraculans.” Conon a!fo, wlu 
commanded at Naupaclus, came to them, with advice* 
that “ the five and twenty lail of Corinthians which 
“ lay over-againft: their fquadron had not quitted that 
“ flation, and even threatened them with an engage- 
ment.” Me exhorted, therefore, thefc commanders 
to detach fome veflTels thither, fir.ce their fquadron at 
Naupadus, confiding only of eighteen (hips, was not a 
match for the enemy, whofe Iquadron amounted to 
twenty-five. Upon this, Demolthenes and Eurynie- 
don detach ten ot the prime lailors, amongll thofe un- 
der their own command, to follow Conon tor the re- 
inforcement of the fquadron at Naupadus. 

The two former continued to aifcmble forces for the 
grand expedition. Eurymedfm, for this purpofe, 
failed to Corcyra, commanded them to man out fifteen 
Ihips, and fcledcd himfclf the heavy-armed for the fer- 
vicc i for* as he was returned from carrying the Itores, 
he joined himfelf with Demodhenes in the command, 
in purfuance of the prior nomination. Demoithenes 
was collcding a body of flingers and darters bom ihe 
towns of Acarnania. 


The 
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The cmbafladors from Syracufe, who were fent round 
to the Sicilian cities after the furprifal of Plemmyrium, 
had fucceeded in their negotiations ; and, having af- 
femblcd a large body of fuccours, were intent on bring, 
ing them up. Nicias, who had gained an early Intel, 
ligence of their motion, fends to fuch of the Siculi as 
lay upon their route and were in his alliance, (namely, 
the Centoripes and Halycyasans and others, “ by no 
“ means to yield a free palTage to the enemy, but to 
“ alTemble in a body and obftrudl: their march.** It 
was impoflible for them to reach Syracufe by any other 
route i for the Agrigentines had refufed them a palTage 
through their territories. Now, therefore, the Sicili-, 
ans being on their march, the Siculi, in compliance 
with the requeft of the Athenians, had placed three 
different ambufeades in their way. From ihefe rulh- 
ing fuddenly upon them, as they were advancing in a 
carelefs manner, they deftroyed about eight hundred 
men, and all the embaffadors, excepting one Corin- 
thian. And this Corinthian brought up afterwards to 
Syracufe all thofe who efcaped by flight, the number 
of whom amounted to fifteen hundred. 

About the fame„time the Camarineans alfo fend up a 
body of fuccours, confifting of five hundred heavy- 
armed, three hundred darters, and three hundred ar- 
chers. The Gcloans alfo fent them a fquadron of about 
five fail, befide four hundred darters and two hundred 
horfemen. 

Now almoft all Sicily except the Agrigentines, (for 
thefe ftill adhered to their neutrality,) all the reft of the 
ifland, I fay, who hitherto had flood aloof to obferve 
events, united themfelves againft the Athenians, in be- 
half of Syracufe : though the Syracufans, after the 
blow they had juft received from the Siculi, thought 
it not proper to attack the Athenians again upon a fud> 
den. 

But Demofthencs and Eurymedon, having now coni- 
pleted their embarkations at Corcyra and on the conti- 

nent. 
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ncnC) at the head of this united and powerful arma- 
ment, crofled over the Ionian to cape lapygia ; and, 
Handing away from thence, reach theCliserades, iflands 
of lapygia. Here they take on-board their fleet a 
pafty of lapygian darters to the number of fifty, and 
one hundred more of the Meflapian nation : and, after 
they had renewed a fricndfhip of ancient date with Ar- 
eas, (who, being lord of thefe iflands, fupplied them 
with the darters,) they proceed to Metapontium in Italy. 
Upon the plea of an alliance fubfifting between them, 
they prevail upon the Metapontians to furnilh them out 
three hundred more, and two triremes, with which 
augmentation they Hood along the coaH to Thuria ; 
where, on their arrival, they find that the party, who 
had a^ed againd the Athenian intered, had in a late 
fedition been driven out of the city. Defirous here to 
take a view of the whole armament, and to know whe- 
ther any part had draggled and was left behind *, ho- 
ping, farther, to prevail upon the Thurians to join 
them with their forces in the mod cordial manner, and, 
fince their welfare was conneded with that of Athens, 
to declare the friends and foes of the Athenians to be 
equally their own ; they daid foispe time at Thuria, 
and completed their defigns. 

To return to the Pcloponnefians. About the fame 
portion of time, their fquadron of five and twenty fail, 
which, to favour the paflage of the tranfports to &cily, 
lay ranged in oppofition to the fleet at Naupadus, ha- 
ving now made all things ready for an engagement, and 
equipped out fome additional veflels, which had almod 
equalized their number to that of the Athenian (hips, 
take their dation in Rhypica, near Erineus of Achaia. 
As the place in which they rode was bent in the form 
of a crefeent, the land-force of the Corinthians and ad- 
jacent confederates, who marched to their affidance, 
was poded upon each wing of the fquadron, on the 
jutting necks of land, whild the (hips drawn up dole 

together 
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together compofed the center of their arrangement, and 
Polyanthes, the Corinthian, commanded the fleet. 

'J'hc Athenians, with three and thirty fail, under the 
command of Diphilus, weighed from Naupadus, and 
flood in againft them. Ac firft, the Corinthians lay 
ftiil without motion’, but, fo foon as it was judged ne- 
ceflary for them to ad, and the flgnal-flag was accord- 
ingly hoifted, they advanced to charge the Athenians, 
and an engagement enfued. The contention was main- 
tained a long time on both Tides. Three of the Co- 
rinthian veflcls'are deltroyed, whillt not a fingle^lhip on 
the Athenian fide was funk, though feven wercdifabled 
for fervice by blows they had received from the ene- 
mies beaks, by which their forecaftlts had been fliat- 
tcred by the Corinthian (hips, made firm and compad 
for this very purpofe by flays on each fide of the beak. 
The event of the engagement remaining doubtful, 
from whence both fides took occafion to claim the vic- 
tory, the Athenians however being maflers of all the 
(hatters of the enemy’s fleet, which the wind drove 
right into the fca, and which the Corinthians made no 
efforts to recover, they dropped away from each other. 
Yet no kind of purfujc was aitempied, and no prifoners 
were taken by either ; for the Ciorinthians and Pclo- 
ponnefians, who fought ciofe under the fhore, were by 
that enabled to make an eafy efcape ; but, on the Athe- 
nian fide, not even a fingle Ihip was funk. And yet, 
when the Athenians were failed back to Naupadus, the 
Corinthians Immediately fet up a trophy, as if the vic- 
tory was their own, becaufe they had tiifabled a larger 
number of the enemy. They farther looked upon 
themfclves as not defeated, becaufe their enemies were 
not cleaily vidorious; for it is the way with the Corin- 
thians to pronounce ihcmfelves vidors if they are not 
ladly beaten; whereas the Athenians efteem themfelvcs 
defeated if they have not made a fignal conqueft. But, 
farther, when the Pcloponnefians were retired from 
their ftation, and the land- army was difmiflcd, the A- 

ihcnians 
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thcnians ereded a trophy. The fpot they chofe, whereon 
CO place this token of their viftory, was didant about 
♦twenty ftadia from Erineus, the Ration in which the 
Corinthians rode. Such was the event of this naval en- 
gagement. 

Demofthenes and Eurymedon, fo foon as the Thu- 
rians had got in readinefs feven hundred heavy.armed, 
with three hundred darters to attend them in the expe- 
dition, ordered the fleet to coaft along the fliore to- 
wards the Crotoniatis ; whilft themfelves, after having 
taken a review of all their land-army upon the banks 
of the Sybaris, marched them over land through the 
Thuriatis. Bur, when they were advanced to the river 
Hylias, they were met by a meflfage from the Crotonia- 
tse, intimating to them, that “ their confent fhould ne- 
“ ver be given for the paflage of this army through 
“ their dominions upon which they wheeled off down- 
wards towards the fea and the mouth of the Hylias, 
where they halted a night, and were joined by the whole 
body of the fleet. 

The next morning they re-embarked and proceeded 
along the coaft, touching at every city except Locri, 
till they arrived at Petra in the diftri;^l of Rhegium. 

But, during this interval, the Syracufans, who had 
received advice of the approach of the reinforcement, 
determined to make another attempt with their fleet and 
the whole augmented body of their land-army, which 
they had aflembled together for this very defign of at- 
tacking the Athenians again before the reinlorccment 
arrived. But, like men who in the former adion had 
clearly perceived what would give them advantages over 
the enemy, they had made fume alteration in the ftruc- 
ture of their veflels: Having Ihortened the heads 
of their (hips, they made them more firm and compad, 
and faftened very fubftantial ftays to each fide of the 
beak ; they ftrengthened thefe again by rafters of fix 
cubits in length, which were laid along the ribs both 

* About two miles* 
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within and without, in the fame manner as the Corinthi- 
ans had ftrengfhened the whole prow of their (hips for the 
laft naval engagement againft the fquadron atNaupadus. 
By thek means the Syraculans concluded they fhould 
gain an advantage over the (hips of the Athenians, 
which were of a tlifferent ftruiflure, as in the prow they 
were but weak, becaufe of their ufual practice, in an 
engagement, not to charge a-head, but by tacking a- 
bout to ftrike upon the fidcs : — that, farther, fhould 
the battle be fought in the great harbour, where fea- 
room would be fmall and the (hips be crouded, this muft 
be alfo an advantage in their favour j fince, darting 
themfelves a-head, they muft needs fhatter the prows 
of the enemy, when with compact and folid beaks they 
ttruck againft fuch as were hollow and weak : •— that 
again, for want of fea-room, the Athenians would be 
too much ftraitened to make their tacks, or to run 
through their lines, which were points of art on which 
they chiefly relied ; they were determined to the utmoft 
of their power to check all attempts of the latter fort, 
and the narrow fpace in which they muft engage would 
of itfclf prevent the former ; and now they intended 
with dextcricy to turn to their own advantage the me- 
thod of ftriking a-liead, which on;the former occafion 
appeared to be an error in the mafters ; that hence in- 
fallibly the day muft be their own ; for the Athenians, 
if once repulfed, would not have room to go round and 
return to the charge, fince thus they muft diredtly be 
forced on the Ihore, which lay but a fmall diftance from 
their camp and would fadly cramp them up •, that they 
themfelves muft be mafters of the reft of the harbour, 
whilft the enemy, crouded together, in cafe they fhould 
be forced to give way, mull be driven into narrow 
compafs, and even, falling foul on one another, a total 
confufion and diforder mutt certainly follow j for, what 
hurt the Athenians moft, in all their naval engagements, 
was their inability to make ufe of the whole harbour for 
tacking about or returning to the charge, in the fame 

manner 
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manner as the Syracufans : — that, finally, the Athe- 
nians could not poflibly get out into wider fea, as the 
entrance of the harbour and the fpace behind the lines 
of battle were in their own command •, nay, other ob- 
ftacles would co-operate, fuch as Plemmyrium, which 
would now oppofe any attempt of this kind, and the 
very nature of the harbour’s mouth, which was exceed- 
ing narrow. 

By fuch a projed the Syracufans had given an increafe 
to their former Ikill and ftrength ; and, animated more 
than e^^er by the thought of having improved from 
their errors in the former engagement, they fallied out 
to encounter the enemy both with their land and naval 
force. Gylippus (hewed himfelf, a fmall portion of 
time before the reft, at the head of the infantry ; whom, 
fallying out of the city, he drew up near the Athenian 
intrenchment, in that c|uarter where it faced the city. 
Then the garrifon of Olympiseum, to a man, as well 
heavy-armed as horfemen, with all the light-armed 
parties of the Syracufans, came and drew up on the 
other quarters and, immediately after, the (hips of 
the Syracufans and their allies came failing forwards. 

The Athenians at firft imagined -that at prefent they 
were threatened only with an afTault by land *, but 
when, on a fudden, they faw the fleet bearing down a- 
gainft them, they were ftruck with confufion. Some 
of them were taking poft upon and without the intrench- 
ments, to make head againft the aifailants ; others 
were fallied forth to encounter the troops from Olym- 
piaeum, and thofc from remoter parts coming on with 
full fpeed, a numerous body of horfemen and darters. 
The reft were hurrying on board to man the (hips, or 
to give what affiftancc they could upon the beach ; and 
no fooner were the proper complements on-board than 
feventy five (hips flood out to meet the enemy \ but 
then the number of tlic enemy’s veifcls was about 
eighty. 

Q 2 
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Great part of this day was fpenc in advancing to* 
wards, and retiring from, one another, and in recipro- 
cal endeavours to feize advantages j but neither fide 
was able to execute any remarkable piece of fervicc, 
excepting that the Syracufans lunk one or two of the 
Athenian Ihips ; upon which they parted, and at the 
fame time the iand>army drew off* from the intrench- 
ments. 

The day following the Syracufans lay quiet, afford- 
ing the enemy no room to guels at their future defigns. 

But Nicias, confeious to himfelf that hitherfo no ad- 
vantages had been gained by fea, and fully expeding 
that the enemy would repeat their attempt, obliged the 
captains of the triremes to repair their fhips if any wife 
damaged, and ftationed the tranfports before the piles, 
which they had driven down in the fea, to fecure the 
(hips, and lock up as it were that fpace in which they 
lay. The tranfports he ranged in a line, at thediftance 
of the breadth of two * plethra from one another ; that, 
in cafe a (hip was repulfed, it might run in hither as a 
place of iecurity, and might again (land out without 
any moleflation. In perteding thefe difpofitions the 
Athenians were alTthis day employed from morning to 
night. 

The next day, the Syracufans, earlier in the morn- 
ing than before, and with the fame parade of their land 
and naval force, came out to attack the Athenians. 
Now again, facing each other in the lines of engage- 
ment, they fpent great part of the day in the fame en- 
deavours as before to over-reach and furprife one ano- 
ther ; till, at length, Arifto, the fon of Pyrricus, a 
Corinthian, and the moft expert feaman in the fleet of 
Sy racufe, perfuades the commanders of that fleet to 
difpatch iheir orders to the magiftrates within the city,— 
“ with all expedition to bring the provifions which 
** were for fale down to the beach of the fea, .and hold 
“ the market there ; nay, farther, to compel all thofc 

* A plethrm is faid by fome to contaia 1444, by others, 1000 fquare feet. 
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“ who had any meat to fell to offer it inftantly on the 
« beach, that the mariners might come afhore and dine 
“ under the fides of their velTc-ls ; fo that, after a fhort 
“ repalt, they might this fame day unexpededly fall 
“ upon the Athenians.” This counfcl being approved, 
the neceffary orders were difpatched away, and the 
market was furnifhed out. Then fuddenly the Syracu- 
fan fleet fell back, and flood away towards the city ; 
where, difembarking with all poflible hade, they took 
their repaft. 

But the Athenians, whoaferibed this dropping-off of 
the enemy to a confeioufnefs of their own inferiority, 
, quitting their own fhips as if there was nothing farther 
to be done, diverted their attention to their own affairs, 
and efpccialiy to prepare a refrefhing meal for thern- 
felves, confident there would be no engagement on this 
day. But, on a hidden, the Syracufans, repairing on- 
board, flood out a fecond time to give them battle. 
Then the Athenians, in much hurry and confufion, 
and mod of them dill fading, re-embarking without 
any regularity or order, with great difficulty, after a 
confidcrable interval, dood out to receive them. For 


a certain fpace, each fide dood upon their gua.^d, and 
declined the charge. At length it occurred to the Athe- 
nians, that it was imprudent to dally fo long, and ex- 
haud their fpirits by the mere labour of the oar, which 
ought rather to be exerted on an expeditious attack. 
Upon which, animating one another with a Ihout, they 
darted upon the enemy, and the engagement began. 

'I he Syracufans received the fhock without giving 
way, and, keeping the heads of their veffels right a- 
gaind the enemy, executed their projedl, and with their 
drengthened beaks fhattered the forecadles of the Athe- 
nian fhips ; whild their darters, who were ranged along 
the decks, galled the Athenians forcly with their mil- 
five weapons \ though not near fo much as did the 
crews of fome light Syracufan boats, which fcoured a- 

bout the enemy’s fleet j fometirnes getting under their 
' ^ wards 
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wards and gliding along the fides of their vcflels, and 
from thefe clofe pofitions aiming their darts at the ma- 
riners. In fine, the Syracufans, perfcvering in this 
manner to gall their foes, were mafters of the day ; 
whilll the Athenians, being put to flight, were obliged 
to retire, through the intervals of the line of tranfports, 
into their own Itation. The Syracufan ftiips purfucd as 
far as to this line of tranfports but were obliged to 
ftop there, for fear of the * machines which hung upon 
the yards of the tranfports to bar all approach. Two 
fhips, indeed, of the Syracufans, elevated with *fuccefs, 
approached too near, and were funk ; and another, 
with all her crew, was taken by the enemy. And now 
the Syracufans, who in the adion had funk feven (hips 
of the enemy, had damaged many, had taken many 
prifoners, and made great flaughter, judged it proper 
to retire. They then eredfed trophies -.as vidforious in 
two engagements, and plumed themfelves in the aflfu- 
rance, that, by fea, they had the fuperiority over the 
enemy •, prefuming, at the fame time, that they muft 
foon be vidlorious alfo by land : upon which they got 
every thing in readinefs to attack them once more on 
both elements. 

But, at this crifis, Demofthenes and Eurymedon ar- 
rive, at the head of the reinforcement from Athens j 
which confitted, of feventy-three fail of (hips, inclu- 
ding foreigners *, of about five thoufand heavy-armed 
of their own and their confederate troops ; befide a 
confiderable number of darters, as well Barbarian as 
Grecian, and (lingers, and archers, and a complete 
fupply of all military (lores. The firft appearance of 
this grand reinforcement (truck the Syracufans and their 
allies with no fmall conflernation. It looked as if the 
war mud be endlefs, and themfelves expofed to dan- 
gers that knew no bounds. They faw that, in fpitc of 

* Called dolphins^ from iheir form. They were maffy, made of lead, and hung 
upon the fail-yards by cords and pulleys j and, when thrown into the e|iemy*s Aips# 
either buril or funk them* 

the 
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the annoyance which Decelea, now fortified, gave them, 
the Athenians were arrived before Syracul'c with ano- 
ther armament as great and as formidable as the for- 
mer i and that, in every view, the llrength of Athens 
muft be quite unfurmountable. And now alfo the A- 
thenians, who remained of the former arman ent, re- 
fpired from that dejedion of fpirit into which a feries of 
misfortunes had plunged them. 

Demofthenes, after taking a view of the prefent pof- 
ture of , affairs, thought it abfolutely neceffary to avoid 
delays, and keep clear of thofe errors which had done 
fo much prejudice to Nicias : for Nicias, at his firft ap- 
pearance, ftruck an univerfal confternation ; and yet, 
by declining the immediate attack of Syracufe, and loi- 
tering a whole winter away at Catana, he became an ob- 
jed of contempt ; and Gylippus had time to land a fuc- 
cour from Peloponncfus, which difconcerted all his 
meafures. That fuccour, however, the Syracufans 
could never have fent for, had Nicias aflaulted them on 
his firft approach : for, deluding themfelves with the 
thought that they were a match for their foes, they 
would have found, by fad experience, that they had 
indulged a cruel miftake, and mbft the fame moment 
have been inverted on all fides : and, in fuch a ftate, 
though they had invited thofe fuccours, yet no effcdual 
relief could have been obtained from them. 

Demofthenes, therefore, refleding on thefe paft mif- 
takes, and fenfible that he himlclf, this very moment, 
on the firft day of his arrival, appeared moft terrible in 
the eyes of the enemy, refolved without lofs of time to 
improve the prefent confternation which his reinforce- 
ment had ftruck amongft them. He farther took no- 
tice, that the counterwork of the Syracufans, by which 
the Athenians had been excluded from perfeding their 
circumvallation, confifted only of a finglc wall j and, 
in cafe the hciglus of Ep’polm could again be regained, 
with the camp which at firft had been occupied there, 
that work might cafily be carried, fince the defendants 
° Q_4 could 
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could not now be able to withftand the Athenian 
llrcngih 5 he determined therefore to put this projeft 
in execution •, judging that, in cafe it fucceeded, it 
would be a means of bringing the war to a fpeedy con- 
cliifion : for, if the feheme took place, the furrenderof 
Syracufc muft foon follow ; at worft, he would draw off 
the army, and not wafte the lives of thofe Athenians 
who were employed in this fervice, and the ftrength of 
the whole Static to no manner of purpofe. 

Now, therefore, the Athenians began to a£l offen- 
fivcly ; and, in the firft place, (allying out frtfm their 
camp, they ravaged the country along the banks of the 
Anapus, and were now again, as on the firft approach, 
mafters without controul both by land and fea : for in 
neither element durft the Syracufans any longer come 
out to check their motions, abating what fmall refift- 
ance was made by the cavalry and darters from Olym- 
piaeum. 

In the next place, Demofthenes thought proper to 
try what could be done againft the works of the enemy 
by the help of machines. But when, upon applying 
them, thofe machines were Bred by the Syracufans, 
who from the top pf their works made a gallant de- 
fence i and, though the army attacked in feveral quar- 
ters at once, they were every where repulfcd ; he de- 
termined to wafte no longer time upon the trial : but, 
having prevailed with Nicias and his other collegues in 
command to affent to the feheme be bad formed to re- 
cover Epipolse, he proceeded to put it in execution. 
Yet, by day-lighr, it was judged impofliblc for them 
cither to march or to mount the afeent without being 
difeovered. Upon this, having iffued out his orders, 
that every man fhould take with him fobfiftence for 
Bve days, and that all the mafons and carpenters fhould 
attend the march, with proper ftore of miflive weapons, 
and ail needful materials for rafting new works in cafe 
the attempt was fuccefsfu), he put himlelf, about the 
Brft fleep, at the head of the whole army, and, aflifted 
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by Eurymedon and Menander, marched towards Epi- 
polae. But Nicias was left behind in the intrench- 
ments. 

When now they were advanced to the pafs of Eury- 
alus, by which the firft army gained formerly the af* 
cent, they are yet undifeovered by the Syracufan guards i 
and, mounting the heights, furprife the fort which was 
there manned by the Syracufans, and flaughter fome 
of rhe defendants. But the majority flying amain to- 
wards the camps, of whicfi there were three among the 
advanced inrrenchments of Epipolas, (one of Syracu- 
fans, a fecond of other Sicilians, and a third of the con- 
, federates,) they fpread the alarm, and alfo notified the 
enemy’s approach to the fix hundred Syracufans, who 
at firit were feleded for the guard of this quarter of E- 
pipolas. Thefe Tallied out inftantly to flop their pro- 
grels j and Demofthenes, with his Athenians, falling 
in with them, put them to flight, after they had made 
a gallant Ibnd. Upon this fuccefs, they immediately 
puflied forwards, that they might improve the prefenc 
ardour of the foldiers to the immediate completion of 
thofe points for which they had made this bold attempt. 
Another party, which had been advancing all along 
without a check, furprifed the counterwork of the Sy- 
racufans ; of which, fince abandoned by its defendants, 
they were throwing down the battlements. 

But now the Syracufans, and their confederates, and 
Gylippus with the body under his command, marched 
out of their intrenchments : yet, having been attacked 
in fo daring a manner amidft the darknefs of the night, 
they had not recovered their furprife when they fell in 
with the Athenians j and thus, not able to ftand the 
firft ftiock, they were obliged to give way for a time. 
But, as the Athenians pulhed forwards with great irre- 
gularity, as if the vidory was quite their own j eager, 
farther, to make themfelves matters of all the trad not 
yet cleared of the enemy, for fear left, fhould they 
flacken in their ardour, the enemy might have time to 
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rally into a body, — the Boeotians firft put a flop to 
their career j and, rufhing boldly upon them, routed 
and put them to flight. By this turn the Athenians 
vrcre thrown into lo much dilordcr and confufion, that 
the particulars which followed cannot eafily be gathered, 
neither from themfcives nor their antagonifts : for, even 
in day light, when objcfls are cleareft to the fight, men 
prelent in a battle are not able to fee all that paflTcthi 
each ftngle combatant can barely relate what happened 
about his own perfon. When, therefore, armies en- 
gage amidrt the darkncfs of the night, f ih 'Ugh this is 
the only inlfancc of it between powerful armies in the 
prefent war,) how is it polTible to come at the know- 
ledge of the fcveral incidents ? The moon indeed 
fhone at this time ; but then they only faw one another 
as objedls appear by moon- light, lo as to difccrn the 
appearance of human bodies, but not to diftinguilh be- 
tween friends and enemies. The heavy- armed, far- 
ther, numerous on both fidcs, were too much crouded 
for want of room. One party of the Athenians was al- 
ready clearly defeated ; another, unbroken by the firft 
atrark upon them, was pulhing forwards. Of the re- 
mainder of their army, a great part had already mounted 
the afrent j yet fome were ftill buficd in mounting up ; 
but none of thefe, when they were got upon the emi- 
nence, knew which way to advance : for, before them, 
(as the rout was begun,) there was one grand medley 
of confufion, and the tumult was fo loud that no founds 
could be diftin<5tly heard. The Syracufans and their 
confederate.s were animating one another with loud ex- 
ultations (for the leafon of the night made all fignals 
ufclefs) to complete the blow, and were clearing before 
them all that came in their way : but the Athenians 
were prying about for one another, and regarded every 
thing they rr.et, even though they fell in with their own 
friends, as the flight was now begun, for an aflured 
enemy. Obliged, farther, by frequent iterations to de- 
mand the wordy as the only method to diftinguifh one 

another. 
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another, (all calling out aloud for it at the fame inftant 
of time,) they heightened the general diftraftion, and 
clearly dilcovered their own word to the enemy. But 
then they had not equal opportunities to difcover that 
of the enemy j bccaufe, as the latter were now the vic- 
tors and kept more in bodies, it was lefs liable to de- 
te^ion. Hence it came to pafs, that, though a (Wronger 
party of the Athenians fell in with a weaker party of 
their foes, yet they judged it bed to fly j becaufe they 
were fenfible that their own word was divulged ; and, 
as they could not return the word of the Syracufahs, 
they muft unavoidably be cut to pieces. But what 
had the greateft efFed, and did molt hurt to the Athe- 
nians, was the Tinging the paan iince that ufed on 
both fides, being nearly the fame, raifed the utmoft 
confufion. And, when the Argives and Corcyreans, 
and all others of Doric dcfcent, who were with the A- 
thenians, began from time to time their p^ean, it (truck 
the fame alarm into the Athenians as when the enemy 
themfelves fang it : fo that, in (hort, falling in amongft 
one another in difi^erent quarters of the army, when 
once the confufion was rofe to a height, (friends againlt 
friends, and citizens againlt fellow-citizens,) they not 
only imprefs a reciprocal terror, but proceed to blows 
with fo much fury that they could not eafily be parted. 
The purfuit was brilkly followed ; in which many of 
them, plunging headlong down the precipices, were 
daftied in pieces, bccaufe the pafs downwards from E- 
pipolse was too narrow for their numbers. But, of 
chofc who from the heights got down into the plain, 
many, and all in general who came in the firfl: arma- 
ment, fince better experienced in the country, efcaped 
in fafety to the camp: whereas, of the laft comers, 
fome, draggling into by-ways, were bewildered in a 
country to which they were utter ftrangers, and at break 
of day were cut to pieces by the Syracufan horfe, who 
icoured the plains. 


On 
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On the day following, the Syracufans crcfted two 
trophies on Epipoias ; one on the lutnmit of the pafs, 
and the other where the Boeotians firft ftopped the ene- 
my’s progrefs. The Athenians aifo obtained a truce, 
to fetch off their dead ; the number of which was large,* 
both in their own troops and thofe of their allies ; and 
yet more arms were taken by the enemy than bore pro- 
portion to the flain ; for, of the number of light armed 
who were pufhed to the brink of the precipices, and, 
throwing away their Ihields, were obliged to leap down, 
though fome perifhed by the fall, yet others ^fcaped 
with life. 

But, after this, the Syracufans, highly animated a- 
gain with this frclh unexpeded turn in their favour, 
lent out Sicanus, at the head of fifteen fail, to Agri- 
gentum, now embroiled in a fedition, with orders to 
exert the utmoft of his power to reduce it to their obe- 
dience. Gylippus alfo made once more the tour of Si- 
cily, to levy another army j confident that, with fuch 
a reinforcement, he could carry the very intrenchments 
of the enemy by (form, fince affairs had taken fuch a 
favourable turn on Epipolac. 

In the mean tinje, the Athenhn generals were em- 
ployed in the needful confultations fifxc the laft misfor- 
tune and the prefent univerfal dejedion of their troops. 
I'hey law that all their attempts were blafted by ill fuc- 
cefs, and that the foldicrs were chagrined at the con- 
tinuance of fo fruitlefs a fervice : for a ficknefs fpread 
amongft their people from a double caufe t from the 
prefent feafon of the year, in which the human body is 
moff fubjed to diforders, and the marfby unwholefome 
ground on which they were encamped i befides that, in 
every refped, their fituation appeared defperatc and 
quite beyond the power of red refs. 

The opinion of Demofthenes was therefore totally re- 
pugnant to a longer continuance before Syracufe. He 

* Plutsreb puts U at two thoufand j but Diodorut SItaAu fliyi it wai two thounnd 
five hundred. 

urged 
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urged “ the immediate execution of the fcheme he had 
“ formed before he made the late dangerous attempt 
“ upon Epipol® ; which fince it had mifearried, they 
“ fljould no longer protrad their departure, whilft yet 
“ the feafon of the year was proper for their voyage 
“ homewards, and they had ftrength enough in the 
“ laft reinforcement to force their paflage in fpite of 
“ the enemy.” He affirmed, “ it would be more con- 
“ ducive to the public welfare to turn their arms againll: 
“ thofc who were ereding fortifications within Attica 
“ itfelf, than againft the Syracufans, whofc redudion 
** now was almoft impradicable ; and that it was mad> 
“ nefs to perfift any longer in a fiege which diflipated 
“ the wealth of the State in fruitlefs vain expcnces.” 
In this manner Demofthenes declared his fentiments. 

As for Nicias, though convinced within himfclf that 
their affairs were in a bad fituation, yet he was unwil. 
ling with his own mouth to confefs their low condition, 
or that a departure fhould be fixed by the general votes 
of a public council, where all that paffed muft be re- 
ported to the enemy ; becaufe, fhould the determina- 
tion be formed in this manner, the execution could not 
go forwards without the enemy’s privity. Befides, as 
he knew the ftate of the enemy fomewhat more per- 
fedly than others, he imagined there were grounds to 
hope that the ftate of the latter would foon become 
worfe than their own, would they only continue to prefs 
the ficge. A want of fupplies muft foon reduce them 
to great ftraits i and this the fooner, as, by the accef- 
fion of the laft fquadron, themfclvcs were now again 
mafters of the fca. And, what is more, in Syracufc 
itfelf there was a party which wifhcd to fee the city fail 
into their hands. Thefe had difpatched their agents to 
Nicias, and infiftcd he fhould not quit the fiege. Yet, 
thus enlightened as he was, in reality he knew not how 
to aft, as his mind was balanced between two mea- 
fures, which equally required mature deliberation. But, 
for the prefent, he openly declared himfeif in council 
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againft drawing off the army. He told them, “ he 
was'perfedlly well aflbrcd that the Athenians would 
“ never forgive him, Ihould he carry their troops from 
Sicily without peremptory orders ; That the affair 
“ would not then lie under the cognizance of fuch as 
“ here advifed it, and with their own eyes were con- 
vinced of the neceflity of fuch a ftep j but of men 
“ who would form their judgements upon the fpiteful 
calumniations of others, and the influence fome ma- 
licious demagogues would have over their under- 
“ ftandings, by which their fate wcKjld be dcterlnined.** 
He farther reprefented, that “ many, nay, the greater 
“ part of the foldiers, who now formed the troops, and 
“ make fuch tragical outcries about the perils that en- 
“ viron them at prefent, would change their notes fo 
“ foon as they were landed again at Athens, and af- 
“ cribe their return to the treachery and corruption of 
their commanders.” For fuch reafoos, he declared, 
“ as he was well acquainted with Athenian tempers, 
** he would choofe, rather than be undone at Athens 
“ by bafe criminations and an unjuft fentence, to ha- 
“ zard the laft extremity, and perifli, if fo it muft be, 
“ under the violence of the enemy.” He maintained, 
however, that “ the ftate of the Syiicufans was worfe 
than their own. The demand upon them for the 
“ pay foreigners was large j their cxpenccs in fccu- 
“ ring the outworks of Syracufe were high : they had 
“ now fupported a large navy for the fpace of an en- 
“ tire year *, want therefore mufl foon come upon them, 
“ and they muft Ihortly be totally diftreffed •, bccaule 
“ the fum of * two thoufand talents they had already 
“ expended of their own ftock, and had even con- 
trailed a large debt befidc. And, in cafe they a- 
“ bate of their prefent punctuality or making good the 
appointments of the forces they have on foot, their 
“ ftrength muft moulder away •, fince it confifted, not 
“ like the Athenians, of troops which muft ferve, but 


* 3S7500/. Sttrli'g, 
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“ of fuch as were only difcrctionary aids ” He con- 
cluded with “ the ncccflity they lay under, ffom the 
“ tics of duty, to continue the fiege with vigour, and 
“ by no means expole a fupenor ftrength to ruin, 
through a falfe prefumption that they were inferbr 
“ in point of fupplies.” 

Nicias expreffed himfelf on this occafion with an air 
of neat confidence, as a perfon perfectly well acquaint- 
ed with the ftate of Syracufe and the failure of money 
there, and becaufe there was a party within the city 
which a£ted in favour of the Athenians, and had advi- 
fed him, by their agents, “ by no means to raife the 
“ fiege.” And, what is more, he placed a ftronger 
* dependence now upon the fleet than ever he had done 
belore the late unfuccefsful engagement. 

As to the propofal of continuing the fiege, Demof- 
thenes would not yield the leaft degree of attention to 
it ; “ If jthe army muft not evacuate Sicily without a 
“ peremptory order from Athens, but mult perfift in 
“ this deftrudive fervice, he judged it would be better 
to draw them off to Thapfus or to Catana, where 
“ they might find opportunity enough to make incur- 
fions with the land-army upon tjjie territories of the 
“ enemy, and, by committing devaltations, might 
“ highly dillrels them. Their fleet might then en- 
“ gage in the open fea ; not in a fpace confined and 
“ ftraitened, which was the greatefl: advantage to the 
“ enemy, but in fufficient fea-room, where all their fu- 
“ perior (kill might fairly be exerted, where they 
“ would be able to make their tacks, and bear down a- 
“ gain upon the foe with greater agility, and more vio- 
“ lent (hocks, than could be done in the limitary fpacc 
“ of a dole pent-up harbour. Upon the whole, he af- 
firmed, that bis confent (hould never be given to a 
“ longer continuance in their prefent pofts, but he was 
“ for moiviog off with all poflible expedition, and they 
V had not a moment to lavi(h upon delay.” 

Eurymedon 
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Eurymcdon then declared that his fenfe of things co- 
incided with that of Detnofthencs ; and, Nicias perfift- 
ing in the contrary opinion, a fit of languor and fuf- 
pence enfued, attended with the fecret imagination that 
the pofitivenefs of Nicias refulted from fome ftronger 
hopes offuccefshe had conceived above his colleagues. 
And in this manner the Athenians fell into dilatory mea- 
furcs, and continued in their camp before Syraculc. 

But in this interval Gylippus and Sicanus returned 
to Syracufe : Sicanus, truly, difappointed of Agrigen- 
tum, for he was advanced no farther than Gda when 
the fedition in favour of the Syracufans was brought to 
an amicable period j but then Gylippus was returned at 
the head of a numerous body, confifting of levies made 
in Sicily, and the heavy-armed troops from Pcloponnc- 
fus, who in the fpring had put to Tea on-board the 
tranfport, but came over laft from Africa to Sclinus ; 
for into Africa they had been driven by contrary winds; 
and, having there been furnifhed by the Cyreneans with 
two triremes and a fet of pilots, as they coafted along 
the African Ihore, they relieved the Evefperitae, then 
blocked up by the Libyans. The latter they defeated in 
a fet battle; and, proceeding from thence along the 
fhore, they reached Neapolis, a Carthaginian mart, 
from whence lies the Ihortelt cut to Sicily, being only a 
pafTage of two days and a night. Hence therefore they 
flood acrofs, and landed at Selinus. 

With this acceflion of ftrength the Syracufans inftant- 
ly prepared to attack the Athenians again both by land 
and fea. But the Athenian generals,— finding they had 
received fo large an augmentation, and that the pofture 
of their own affairs was fo far from being changed for 
the better that day after day it grew worfe in every re- 
fped, and, what was worftof all, that their troops were 
quite cxhaufled with fatigue and ficknefs, — they repent- 
ed now in carneff that they had not drawn off in time ; 
and, as Nicias now no longer oppofed that ftep with the 
fame vehemence as he had done before, but merely en- 
deavoured 
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dearoured that it Ihould not be dctcrmiried in public 
council, they iffucd out orders, with the utmoft fccrecy, 
that the whole armament ihould hold themfclves in rea- 
dinefs to put to fca upon a fignal given. But, all things 
now ready, the very moment they are going to embark 
the moon is eclipfed, for it was now the time of the full. 
The bulk of the army, ftruck with the awful appear- 
ance, called out upon the generals to halt ; and Nicias, 
always addicted too much to fuperftition and fuch vul- 
gar fcruples, pofitively declared, that “ it Ihould no 
“ more be debated whether they ihould remove or not, 
“ till the three times nine days were pad which the 
, “ foothfayers preferibe on fuch occafions.” So, for 
this reafon, a longer day was forced upon the Athe- 
nians, who had been too dilatory already.* 

VoL. II. R The 

* That the bulk of an army or a fleet ihould be frightened at fuch appearances^ ia 
, no wonder at alJ : They are ever ignorant ; and the moft daring of them in other, 
refpeAs have been much addided to fuperilition. But one cannot help being furprii* 
fed at the ignorance and fuperAition of Nicias ; one cannot help pitying and deplo* 
ring the foible of a man who had fo good a heart. Plutarch expatiatea largely on thil 
occafion. ** Even the vulgari fays he^ at this time were well appfifed that an ec« 
lipfe of the fun was often occafionedi about the time of the cbangfi by an inter* 
pofition of the moon : but, as to the moon, by thelnterpofition of what body, and 
how on a fudden, at the /a//, its light fades away or emits variety of colour, was 
not cafy for them to conceive. They thought it a ftrange occurrence, and fent 
from God as a prognoftic of great calamities. The firft perfon, who wrote a clear 
•• and bold folution of the enlightening and obfeuration of the moon, was Anaxa- 
** goras, who now had not been Jong dead j nor was bis account in every body • 
** bands, but concealed, imparted only to a few, and that with caution and aflu- 
jT^nces of fccrecy. The world could not bear that Naturalifts and Meteor-mon- 
•• gers, as they were then ftiled, fhould feem to reftrain the divine power by quaint 
argumentations, invifible operations, and ncccflary confcqucncci. For fuch at- 
tempts Protagoras was banifhed j and Pericles, with much ado, procured the rc- 
•• leafe of Anaxagoras when thrown into prifon. Nay, Socrates, who never med* 
« died with any of thefc points, was however put to death upon the charge ofpbt* 
" bfuphlxing. It was not till late that the glory of Plato Ihonc abroad j who, by 
his irreproachable life, and fubjefting natural ncccEitics to a divine and fovereign 
^ power, cleared away all bad imputations from ftudies of this kind, and by a ma- 
tbematical beginning opened a field to other fcicnces. And thus his friend Dion, 
at what time he was fetting fa.l from Zacynthos againft Dionyfios, was at all 
diiheartened by an eclipfe of the moon, but landed faft at Syracufe, and eje c 
the tyrant. It was the misfortune of Nicias, at this junflurc^ t\ot to ave even 



441 THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR. B.VIL 
The Syraculans, who had loon an intelligence of their 
defigns, were now more animated than ever to prefs 
briikly on the -Athenians, as on men who had given 
proofs of their own inward convidlion that they were 
no lunger a match for their foes cither by lea or on 
land; fince, with other thoughts, they never could 
have projtded a re-embarkation. Apprehenfive, at 
the lame time, that, Ihould they remove to any other 
quarter of Sicily, they would become more difficult’of 
rcduilion, they faw the neceffity of engaging them by 
fea without a moment’s lots, whilft yet they* had an 
advantage in compelling them to fight. Upon this, 
they ordered the complements of men on-board their 
fhips, and exercifed their crews as many davs as was 
judged fufficient. Bur, when opportunity offered of 
acting with advantage, on the firlt day they afiaulted 
the Athenian intrcnchmenis ; and, a party of heavy- 
armed and horiemen, chough not numerous, Tallying 
out at fome of the ports to beat them off, they cut off 
fomc of the heavy-armed from the reft of that party, 
and, having put them to flight, follow the purfuit. 
As the fpot, farther, on which the alTauIt is made, was 
narrow, the Athenians lole feventy horles and a fmall 
number of their heavy -armed. Nothing more hap- 
pened on this day, as the army of the Syraculans now 
made their retreat. 

•• a ikil/ul foothfaycr with him ) for his intimate, Stilhidei, who had cured much 
^ of his lupciAition, had died a before | fince this portent (at Fhilockorua 
fays) waa not a bad one, but an excellent good one, for a flying army ; fince aAa 
which are accompanied with fear ftand in need of concealment, and light la ever 
an adverfary to them. Befides, after eclipfes of the fun or moon# it Wii the 
fual cuftom (as Autoclides hath informed us) to hold only a three dayi ceflatioA 
from bufinefs. But Nicias perfuaded himfeif that a complete revolution of th(t 
** moon ought to be waited for i as if with hit own eyes he had not feen her ihin^ 
bright again, when flie had pafled the fli^dow and the earth's interpofition* Yeti 
throwing up all attention to other points, be minded oftbing but facrificingi till 
bii enemiei attacked him/’ kiie of Nuiau 


But, 
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But, on the day following, they ftand out with their 
* fleet, to the number of Ibventy-fix (hips ; and, at the 
fame time, the land-army marched up to the intrench- 
ments. The Athenians launched out, with fourfcorc 
and fix, to give them a reception j and thus, charging 
one another, an engagement enfued. Eurymedon 
commanded the right wing of the Athenian fleet, and 
endeavoured to over-reach and furround the ftiips of 
the enemy. For this purpofe, he opened his line, and 
flood along too clofe to the land 5 which gave the Sy- 
racufans and their allies, who had now defeated the 
center of the Athenians, an opportunity to intercept 
him in the bottom and recefs of the harbour, where 
they flay Eurymedon himfelf, and deftroy the (hips 
which had feparated in his company : and, this done, 
they gave chace to the whole Athenian fleet, and drove 
them afhore. 

Gylippus, now, perceiving that the (hips of the ene- 
my were defeated and drove aground quite wide of the 
piles and their camp, formed inftantly a defign to make 
flaughter of the men as they were leaping on fliore, and 
of giving the Syracufans an opportunity eafily to draw 
off all the fliips from land of which they were entire 
m^fters. At the head, therefore, of one divlfion of 
the land-force, he marched down to the pier to fccond 
the fleet. The Tyrrhenes happened to have been pofted 
neared by the Athenians j who, feeing a body of the 
enemy funning down thither in a dilbrdcrly manner, 
advanced eagerly to meet them ; and, charging brifkly 
on the van, put them to flight and drive them into the 
lake of Lyflmelia. But, foon after, a reinforcement of 
Syracufans and their allies coming up, the Athenians 


* Plufarth addi, that, « on this occafion, the rtry iadi caaae out In fiftinf- 
« hoats and /kiflPs, taunting and infulting the Athenians. One of thefe Udi, Hem- 
“ elides, of a noble family, who had advanced too near, was in great danger of be- 
ii>j intercfpfed by an Athenian fcffel. But Pollichut, the uncle of the aJ, ^ 
“ lamed for bis fafety, charged inftantly with the ten trirem^es be had "**“ *“• 
•* command. The reft of the Syracufan fleet, now alarmed for Polhcb«n, rao 
** at once, and brought on a geneial engagement.’* lift of Ifitw. 

R 2 
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alfo advanced with fpeed to fuccour their friends, and, 
trembling for their (hips, foon came to an engagement 
with them, and, after routing, purfued them amain. 
They flaughtered now a great number of the heavy- 
armed ; and, what was more, prefer ved the far greater 
part of their fleet, and towed again to their former 
moorings all their (hips, except eighteen, which the 
Syraculans and their allies made prizes, and put all the 
men on-board them to the fword. ‘With a view, far- 
ther, to deftroy the reft by fetting them on fire, they 
filled an old tranlport*lhip with fafeines and combufti- 
blc matter, and, as the wind blew right upon the Athe- 
nians, let her on fire, and let her drive in amongft them. • 
The Athenians, trembling for the (hips, put all their 
engines mftantly at woric to cxtinguifh the flames ; 
which having at length effeduated, and kept this fire- 
Ihip clear of their own vcflels, they were delivered from 
this imminent danger. 

After this the Syracufans ereded a trophy for their 
victorious engagement on the water, and for the inter- 
ception of the party of the heavy-armed before the in- 
trenchments, where they had taken fo many horfes. 
The Athenians alf® did the fame, for the repulfe given 
by tfie Tyrrhenes to the land-forces of the enemy, and 
their being chaced into the lake, and the larger fuccefs 
they afterwards obtained with the reft of their army. 

But nov , when, beyond the reach of doubt, the Sy- 
racufans, though at fifft ala»med at the large reinforce- 
ment of (hipping brought againft them by Demofthenes, 
had gained a fignal vidory by fea, the Athenians were 
plunged into a total dejedion of i'pirit j they were thun- 
derftruck by the reverie of misfortunes fo little exped* 
cd ; and began to repent, with much more bitternefs 
of thought, that they had ever engaged in fo fatal an 
expedition. They had invaded States^ whofe polity 
was already of a piece with their own, whofe form 
of government was pepular, like that of Athens, and 
which flouri(bed in (hipping, in horfes, and each arti- 
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cle of power: And yet, finding themfelves unable to 
give any meafure of fuccefs to iheir projeds by intro- 
ducing diifcntions amongft them through political em- 
broilments, nor even by a powerful force, fuperior to 
that of their foes, able to ward off the many blows they 
had received, they had fallen beforehand into great anxi- 
eties *, and now, fadly beaten as they were at fea, one 
thought of which they never could hitherto have con- 
ceived, their defpondency became more violent than c- 
vcr. 

From this time the Syracufans fcoured the whole 
harbour without having any thing to fear. They had 
• alfo formed a fcheme of barring up its mouth ; that the 
Athenians, though never fo intent upon it, might tor 
the future not have it in their power to Ileal away. 
Their care and diligence were no longer employed on 
the view alone of their own prefervation, but on the 
larger view of ruining the Athenians. They conclu- 
ded, and jultly too, that the latter turns in their favour 
had given them the afcendant over thefe invaders ; and, 
couid they but compafs the total overthrow of this body 
of Athenians and their allies, the grand atchievemenc 
would ftrike all Greece with admitation. Nay more, 
all other Grecians muft reap the fruits of fuch fuccefs *, 
of whom lome would in an inllant recover freedom, and 
others be delivered from the fear of lofing it : For the 
remaining llrength of Athens would never be able to 
ftandagainft that weight of war with which Ihe mult be 
foon incompaffed about. And thus, could they (Syra- 
cufans) be the glorious authors of Inch defirable events, 
they muft infallibly become objc6ts of wonder, not only 
to all the prefent age, but to lateft pofterity. And of a 
truth, conlidered in fuch a light, it was great and glo- 
rious ambition, to aim at the conqucit, not only of the 
Athenians, but alfo of their whole extenfive and combi- 
ned alliance ; and this, not merely to earn kurels for 
thcmlclves, but for the auxiliaries alfo who had engaged 
in their caufe j fince, expofed in the front of i ^ 

R 3 
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with the Lacedasmonians and Corinthians, they had oth 
jefted their own State to the fury of a ftortn which 
threatened them all, and, by their own perfonal valour 
in naval engagements, had contributed moll to fuph ^ 
height of fuccefs. 

The various people, now got together at '.his one city 
of Syracufe, were fo very numerous, as to- be exceeded 
only by the comprehenfive roll of thofe who, in the fc- 
ries of the prefent war, fided cither with the States of A- 
thens or Sparta. The catalogue is fubjoined of thofe, 
who muftered in the offenfive and defenfive armies at 
Syracufe j who fought againft or in behalf of Sicily 
who joined for the redudion or prefervation of this 
ifland, not fo much from juft and lawful motives, or a 
concurrence refulting from the ties of blood, as from 
policy, orintereft, or dired compulfion. 

The Athenians, truly, in quality of lonians, had vo- 
luntarily come hither againft the Syracufans, who were 
Dorians ; attended by thofe who fpoke the fame dialed 
a»nd ufed the fame inftitutions with themfelves, the Lera- 
nians, and Imbrians, and thofe Aiginetae who were the 
prefent poffeflbrs of iEgina. The Heftiaeans, farther, 
now inhabiting Heftfasa in Euboea, as an Athenian co- 
lony, had joined in the expedition. Of the remaining 
numbers, fome came along with them becaufe they 
were dependents •, fomc, though independent, becaufe 
they were confederates j and fome there were who at- 
tended merely for their pay. The dependents and tri- 
butaries were the Erctrians, and ChaJeideans, and Sty- 
renfians, and Caryftians, from Euboea •, from, the 
iflands, the Ceans, and Andrians, and Teians^ from 
Ionia, the Milefians, and Samians, and Chians j of thefe 
the Chians, being not fubje<fttd to a tribute, but only 
to furniih a quota of lhippit>g, though iodepeodent at 
home, yet followed their arms. And all thefe hitherto, 
recited were ioi.ians and Athenian colonies, excepting 
the Cafvftians, for thefe laft are Drv opes j but, as lub- 
jefted to Athens, not fo much from choice as lonians. 
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as by mere compulfion, they now followed their maf. 
ters againft Dorians. To rhefe were added iEolians ; 
the Methymneans, for ihftance, who were to furniih 
fhipping, but Wefe exempted from tribute •, the Tene- 
diahs, farther, and iEnians, who were tributaries : But 
theft, being ^olians, were now compelled to fight a- 

§ ainft other iEolians; namely, their own founders, the 
ceotiaris, who adhered to the Syracufans. The Pla- 
taeans did the fatne, and were the only Boeotians that 
aded againfi Boeotians upon thejuftifiable pretext of laf- 
ting enmity. The Rhodians, farther, and Cytherians, 
attended, though both of Doric defeent : The Cythe- 
rians, truly, who are a Lacedjemonian cofony, bore 
arms at this junfture on the Athenian fide, ag.unft the 
Lacedajmofians under the command of Gylippus •, and 
the Rhodians, Argives by defeent, were obliged to 
turn their arms againft the Doric Syracufans; nay, a- 
gain'tt the Geloans, a colony of their own, now afling in 
concert litith the Syracufans. Of the people of the iflcs 
on the coaft of Peloponneftiy came the Cephallcnians 
and 2^a:ynthians ; independent in faff, but through 
their fituation controuled in fome incafure by the Athe- 
nians, who are mafters of the IcS. The Corcyreans, 
farther, who were not onfy of Doric, but, what is more, 
were even 6f Corinthian, original, as bcinfg a colony of the 
latter, and by blood allied to the former, from compiil- 
fiori, as they gave cut for a colour, though in truth 
from deliberate malice, fince oppofing the Corinthians 
whom they hated, ^followed the Athenians with an ar- 
douf inferior to none. The Meflenians alfo, now (filed . 
Meftenians of Naupaiftus, and thofe from Pylus, which 
(fill held by the Athenians, were brougln along to 
the war ; to whom muft be added a fmall party of Mc- 
garcan exiles, who by a fad reverfe of fortune now took 
part againft the Selinuntians, who were alfo Megarean. 
The refidue of the confederates were engaged rather up- 
on free and Ipontancous choice. The Atgives, tor in- 
ftance, not more from obligations of fubfifting treaties, 

K 4 than 
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than the rancour they bore the Lacedemonians, and 
the gratification of private fplecn, though Doric, yet 
followed the Ionic Athenians againft their Doric kin- 
dred. But the Mantinears and the re(i of the Area., 
dians, who are mercenaries, and eternally habituated to 
act againft any foe pointed out to them, were now fo far 
influenced by gain as to regard thofc Arcadians as their 
enemies who came over on diisoccafion in company with 
the Corinthians. The Cretans alfo and .^tolians were 
there, allured by an advantageous pay ; and thus it 
happened that the Cretans, who, in concert with the 
Rhodians, had founded Gela, readily took part, for 
the fa^e of gain, not with but againjl a colony which . 
themfelves had planted. There was alfo a body of A- 
carnanian auxiliaries, partly induced to join by the pay 
they received, but principally by their perfonal regard 
for Demofthenes and their attachment to the Athenians. 
And thus have we run them over to the utmoll bounda- 
ry of the Ionian gulf. Of the Italic nations, the Thu- 
rians, and thofc Metapontians whom inteftine feud? 
had reduced to the neccfllty of fighting for fubfift- 
ence, joined their arms ; and, of the Sicilian, the Nax-. 
ians and Cataneans ; ^of barbarian, the Egefteans, who 
were the firft movers of this grand contention, and the 
major partof the Siculi*, and, out of Sicily, foineofthe 
Tyrrhenes, from enmity to the Syracufans, and the 
mercenary liipygians. So many nations were aiTemhlcd 
together at prefent under command of the Athenians. 

The auxiliaries, on the fide of the Syracufans, were 
the Camarincans, who border clofe upon them, and the 
Geloans, who are fituated next the Camarincans. To 
proceed regularly : As the Agrigentines were neutral, 
the Selinuntians next occur, who are feated beyond the 
Agrigentines, fince they inhabit that trad of the ifland 
which faceth Afric. Then the Himereans, the only 
Grecian people who inhabit that part of the ifland 
which lies off the Tyrrhene fea, and were the only body 
which came from thence to the aid of Syracule. The 

fcveral 
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fcvcral nations of Greek defeent fettled in Sicily, being 
all Dork, and independent, adted together in concert. 
Of the barbarous people they had thofe Siculi alone 
who did not openly revolt to the Athenians *, but, out 
of hicily, the Lacedaemonians fent them a cuizen of Spar- 
ta to command, and a body of Neodamodes and Helots. 
By a Neodamas is meant a citizen newly enfranchifed. 
The Corinthians alone aided them both with (hipping 
and a land-force, in conjundion with the Leucadians 
and Ambraciots, by blood allied to Syracufe. From 
Arcadfa alfo came a body of mercenaries, fent by the 
Corinthians and the Sicyonians, who aded on com- 
pulfion ; and of thofe who dwell without the Pelopon- 
nefu5 were the Boeotians. But, befide thefc foreign 
aids, the Sicilians, as poiTcfhd of great and powerful 
cities, furnilhed out in all refpeds a much greater and 
well-appointed force : For by them a numerous body 
of heavy-armed, of Ihips, and horfes, and other kinds 
of military force, in an amazing abundance, were rai- 
fed and brought to Syracufe. And yet it mull be faid, 
that the domed ic force of the Syracufans was more to 
be confidered than ail the reft, from the greatnefs of their 
^tate and the immediate urgency of thofe perils with 
whith they were environed. 

Thefe were the aids, the numerous aids, alTembled 
together by the contending parties ; and at this jundure 
all thefe were prelent on each fide of the conteft ; and 
from this crifis neither party received any acceflion. 

The Syracufans therefore and their confederates 
thought, (ince the fignal victory they had gained upon 
the water, it would be a brave exploit, and highly for 
their glory, to make the whole extepf-ve camp of the 
Athenians iheir prize, and cut off their retreat on 
both elements, both by land and fea. With this pro- 
ie6t, they immediately barred up the great harbour, 
the mouth of which is about * eight ttadia over, with a 


• Near a mile. 
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line of triremes placed fide by fide, and other vefTels 
and boats moored faft together by anchors j and go e- 
vcry thing befides in readmefs, in cale the Athenians fiiould 
venture on another engagement. Their every view was 
now become large and alpiring. 

When the Athenians law the harbour thus barfed up, 
and perceived, farther, rhc whole of the cnemy*s de- 
figns, it was judged high time to go to conlultation. 
The commanders of ihe different bodies were called to 
coLino.l, with the generals; in which, — upon reprefen- 
tations made “ of the great diftreis to which they were 
“ reduced, and that they had not a (lock of p^ovifiorts 
“ ample enough lor their immediate fubfiftcnce, (fof, 
“ bent on failing away, they had fent already to Cacarta 
“ to countermand any frefh convoys,) and, unlels they 
“ could recover their maftery at lea, it would be im- 
“ prafticable for the future to obtain a fupply,”— they 
came to a final refolution, “ To quit their intrcnch- 
nients on the higher ground, and before the ftaiion 
** of their flupping to raife a circular work, of as little 
“ compafs as poffible, but fufficient to ferve for a ma- 
“ gazine and hol'pital, and to this only to affign a 
“ guard •, as for the reft of the land-arry, they were to 
“ oblige every Ibldier to go on-board, that all the ftiips, 
“ which yet were undamaged, or had been »aid up for 
“ want of hands, might be completely manned ; and 
“ thus they mult fight their paffage out of the har- 
“ hour; and, if it fucceeded, make dire(EHy for Cata- 
“ na i bur, if repulfed, they would burn their fcip- 
“ ping, and, moving off in one body by land, would 
endeavour, by the moft expeditious marches, to 
** reach the neareft place that would receive then), whe*- 
“ ther bai barian or Grecian.” 

Such was the plan refolvcd on, and which they began 
immediately to execute j for now, abandoning their 
upper intrenchments, they drew down to the beach, 
and manned the whole of their (hipping, on-board 
of which they forced, without exception, all fuch as 

had 
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had youth and vigour enough to be of fervice there. 
The whole number of fliips they were by this means e- 
nabled to man amounted to a hundred and ten. They 
alfo placed on-board the fleet a large number of archers, 
the darters of the Acarnanians, and other foreign auxi- 
liaries i and provided in all other rcfpedls for adion, as 
well as their condition would permit or the nature of the 
prqjedt required. 

When things were thus in great forwardnefs, Nicias, 
taking notice that the foldicry was much dejefted by the 
great defeats, which, contrary to their wonted cuftom, 
they had received by fea, and yet defirous to hazard an- 
other engagement as foon as poflible, becaufc pinched 
for want oi neceffary fubfiftence, be gathered them ail 
round about himfelf, and endeavoured to raife their 
drooping fpiriis by the follow' ing exhortation, the firft 
of the kind he had ever made. 

‘♦MY fellow-foldiers, whether of the Athenian or 
“ the confederate troops ! the bold attempt we are now 
« going Co make is of equal concern to each individual 
“ amongft us fince, not more for vidory over out* 
“ foes than for the prefervation ourfelves and our 
“ country, we are now to fight ; and, if our naval ef- 

forts be crowned with vidory, each of us may again 
“ be blefied with the fighc of his own native city, A- 
** way, therefore, with thefe faces of defpair, this pain- 
“ ful dejedion, fit only for a raw unexperienced multi- 
“ tude, who* unfuccelsful in their firft attempts, for 
“ ever after bid adieu to hope, and by unmanly fears 
“ anticipate misfortunes ! 

“ As for you, Athenians, who form fo confiderable 
“ a part of this aflcmbly, experienced as you are in 
“ fuch variety of warfare ! — and you alfo, our allies, 
“ who have ever fought under our banners ! — recal 
‘‘ to your reflexion the iinexpeded turns of war ; en- 
“ courage the hope that fortune may at length declare 

“ for us, and determine once more to engage the foe 
* “ with 
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“ with a fpirit worthy of that numerous ftrength of 
“ which by ocular demonftration you fee yourfclvcs 
“ this moment pofltfled. Thofe points, of which we 
“ perceive we may avail ourfelves againft the narrow- 
“ neis of the harbour’s mouth, againft fuch a multi- 
“ tude of veftcls as will be crouded together, and 
“ againft that particular difpofition of foldiers on their 
“ decks, from which on the former occafion we fuf- 
“ fered fo much, — all tbeie, I muft tell you, are as 
“ well adjutted as our prefent condition will permit, 
“ by the united care of us your generals and your own 
“ mailers : for many archers and darters ftiall now line 
“ your decks, and that croud of loldiers, which, when 
“ we engage in the open fea, we never can ufc, be- 
“ caufe the veflels would be too heavily laden to allow 
“ the proper exertion of our fkill ; that croud, I fiy, 
“ in this pent-up contraded fpace, (hall give to our 
“ naval battle the lirength and liability of a land- 
“ engagement. We have allb deviled the proper 
means to compenfate the inferior ftrudure of our 
“ Ihips i and, in return for the confolidated beaks of 
“ our enemy, have provided the fhips with grappling- 
“ irons, which will hold fall a velTcl that hath run a- 
“ gainft you from getting clear, provided thofe on- 
“ board will perform their duty : becaule, as ncceflity 
inforceth us now to fight a mere land-battle from 
*’* our decks, it highly concerns us neither to be beat 
“ off ourfelves, nor to fuffer them to get clear from 
'our grapple *, efpecially when all the ambient fliore, 
“ excepting the Imall trad now occupied by our own 
“ army, is hollile in regard to us. Mindful of thefe 
“ things, it bthoves you to fight it out fo long as 
“ ftrength and vigour lhall enable you, and never luf- 
“ ter yourlelves to be driven on fucb a Ihorc ; but, 
“ when once your Ihtp hath grappled with a foe, never 
“ once to think ot loling your hold, till you have 
“ cleared the enemy’s decks of ail the defendants. 
“ But thefe j>oinis I give in charge to the heavy-armed,- 
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“ not lefs than to the feamen ; fince th!s method of 
“ engagement is more particularly your province, and 
“ fince it ftill remains within your power to earn a 
“ glorious vidory, by putting your land-method into 
“ pradice. But the feamen I exhort, and with my 
“ exhortations mingle my intreaties, not ro (brink too 
“ much under the fenfibility of palt defeats, as your 
“ decks are now better armed in all refpeds than they 
“ were before, and as the number of the (hipping is 
“ enlarged. Recal the idea of that heart-delighting 
“ privilege, of which you are now to fecure the con- 
“ tinuance:— To you I (peak, who, though not of 
“ Athenian extradion, have hitherto been regarded 
“ and honoured as Athenians ; and, for fpeaking well 
“ Qur language, and appropriating our manners, have 
“ been admired through the whole extent of Greece, 
“ have participated the benefits of our large-extended 
empire, not lefs than ourlelves in point of profit, 
“ and much more than ourfelves in firiking awe into 
“ your vafTals, and being exempted from the attacks 
“ of injuftice. Since, therefore, you alone have freely 
“ fhared our empire with us, you arc bound by all the 
“ tics of honour by no means totlefert its prefent vin- 
“ dication. Then, in open defpight of thofe Corin- 
“ thians whom you have (b often conquered, and of 
“ thofe Sicilians not one of whom durft look us in the 
“ face fo long as the vigour of our fleet was unim- 
“ paired, drive your foes before you, and ftrike into 
“ them the plain convidion — that your military (kill, 
though ftruggling with weaknefs and misfortunes, is 
“ yet far fuperior to all their ftrength and luck united. 

“ But to the native citizens of Athens amongfl you 
“ 1’ mud once more fugged, that you have now no 
“ longer in your docks (uch another fleet as /h's, nor 
“ have left behind you fuch another body of heavy- 
“ armed. If, therefore, your immediate fate be any 
“ thing lefs than vidory, your enemies will fail and be 
‘‘ dirc&y at Athens j and the remainder of our forces 

“ ihcjc 
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there will no longer be ftble to repulfc the united af- 
faults of their domeftic foes and Inch foreign inva- 
“ ders. Nay, the infallible refult muft be, that you at 
“ once put on the chains of Syraculans, againft whom 
‘‘ you are confeious with what intentions you at firft 
» came here, whilll your country muft be forced to 
“ fubmit to a Laccdsmonian bondage. Now, there- 
“ fore, fummon all your courage, to earn the day in 
** which your own liberty and that of Athens is to be 
“ the vigor’s prize : and let each individual amongft 
“ you invigorate himfelf with the thought , nay, let it 
“ throw fpirit and life into the whole army, — that 
thoje who are now to engage on-board this prefent 
“ fleet are the whole of the land and naval force of 
“ your country ; arc the furviving fupports of the 
“ State^ and the great Name of Athens. In fo mo- 
“ mentous a conflidf, whoever amongft you excels in 
“ military Ikill or inward bravery, that perfon had ne- 
“ ver fo fine an opportunity to give demonftration of 
“ his foperior worth, or to perform a great fcrvicc for 
himfelf or for the welfare of his country.** 

Niclas, after he had finilhed this carneft exhortation, 
ordered them to repair directly to their pofts on-board 
the fleet. 

As all this hurry of preparation lay within their view, 
Gylippus and the Syracufans could not efcape the con- 
vifton that the Athenians were bent on another engage- 
ment. I'hey had, moreover, received intelligence of 
the new projeeft of the grappling-irons. As, therefore, 
they had provided againft every thing befides, they alfo 
made provifion to counterwork that prbjeft. For this 
purpofe, they had covered the prows and almoft the 
whole gunnel of their (hips with hides ♦, that, when the 
grappling-iron was thrown, it might flip off and catch 
no hold. And no fooner were all their preparations 
completed, than the Syracufan generals, in concert vith 

Gylippus, 
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Gylippus, animated their men to engage with refoiu- 
tion, by the following harangue. 

“ THAT your part atchievements have been glorious 
“ indeed, and for the acquifition of greater honour 
“ and glory that you arc now on the brink of engaging, 
“ the generality of you, ye Syracufans and confede- 
“ rates, arc well convinced, and need not at prefent to 
“ be informed ; for otherwife you cou!d never have 
“• perfifted fo far in this warm capcer of bravery and fuc- 
“ cefs : 'But, if there be a man amongft you whofe fenfe 
“ of things drops (hort of their real pofition, we (hall 
“ now throw upon it the needful illuilration. 

I'his land, our property, the Athenians have inva- 
“ ded i aiming, in the firft place, at inflaving Sicily ; 
“ and, had this defign fucceeded, at inflidling an equal 
“ fate on Peloponnefus and the red of Greece. And 
“ yet thefe very Athenians, who enjoy already the lar- 
“ geft tra<ft of empire that any ancient or modern Stale 
“ of Greece hath at any time enjoyed, you are the firft 
“ who have bravely refifted; and of that navy, on’ 
“ which they erected their incroaching pile of power, arc 
“ plainly the vigors in feveral engagements; as again, in 
“ that which now approacheth, you will afluredly beat 
“ them. For mcti, who have received fuch fevere 
“ checks in a point for which they fo highly plumed 
“ thcmfclvcs, will for the future have a much worfe 0- 
“ pinion of their own merit than if they had never con- 
“ ceived fo high a value of it ; and, when all their tow- 
“ ering pretcnfions are fo uncxpedfedly hlafted, their 
fubfequent efforts muft of courfe drop fhort of their 
“ real ftrength : And this, you may reft aflured, is the 
“ prefent ftate of Athenians. And by parity, in 
regard to ourfclvcs, that proportion of ftrength wc 
** enjoyed at firft, with which, though far inferior in 
“ (kill, we boldly and fuccclsfully prefumed to with- 
“ ftand them, mull now be fuitably enlarged ; and, 
with the farther acceflion of this inward afforance, 

“ that 
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“ that we arc really the beft, fince we have beat the 
“ beft, feamen in the world, our hopes of fuccel's are 
“ in every light redoubled ; and then human experience 
“ teacheth us, that, in every competition, the warmed 
“ hope is ever accompanied with the greateft refolu- 
“ tion. 

“ But farther, thofe late alterations which they have 
“ introduced among their (hipping, in order to equalife 
“ and balance ours, have been a long time familiar to 
“ our own pradice ; and each of their new preparations 
“ we (hall dexteroufly improve to our own advantage : 
“ For when, contrary to the long and inveterate difei- 
“ pline of their fleet, there are ci ouded together upon 
“ their decks a numerous body of heavy-armed, as well 
“ as another numerous body of mere terra firma dart- 
“ ers, as they may properly be (tiled, — when thus A- 
carnanians and other landmen arc forced on-board, 
“ who even fitting would be unable to poife and dired 
“ their weapons, — how can they avoid indangering their 
“ vcflTcls ? or, jumbled confuledly together, and tot- 
tcring under motions to which they are not inured, 
“ how can they cfcapc a total dilbrder ? 

“ What ftill makes more againlt them, the multi- 
lude of their (hipping will only ferve the more to 
“ embarrafs them j and let this dil'pel the fears of thofe 
who may be afraid of engaging againft their fuperior 
“ numbers ; for a multitude ot (hips in a contraded 
“ fpace will be more flow in executing orders, and are 
“ at the lame time moft eafily expofed to the annoy- 
“ ance which our preparations arc contrived to give 
“ them. And now attend to the true and real fltuation 
of the foe, as from good intelligence we are enabled 
“ clearly to declare it to you. 

“ Environed on all fides with misfortunes, and di(^ 
“ trelTcd in a prefent want of the necelTaries of life, they 
“ arc become quite defperate : And hence, though 
“ they have religncd all confidence in their real 
“ ftrength, yet in the fury of dcfpair they are throwing 

“ themfclvcs 
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“ themfelves upon thedecifion of fortune*, that either, 
“ if the pafliige can be forced, they may launch out to 
“ fea ; or, that projeA failing, may attempt a retreat 
“ by land j — as il to a worfe condition than their prcfenc 
“ it were not in ths power of fort-one to reduce them. 
“ Warmed, therefore, with brave refentment, let us 
“ alio try the encounter againfl: fuch wild confufion, 
“ and againfl: the fortune of our inveterate foes now 
“ treacheroufly bent to finilh their dcflrudlion. Let us 
“ charge with the full convidion, that on an enemy, 
“ who would juftify their invafion on the principle 
“ of redrelTing wrongs, it is moft fair and equitable to 
fatiate all the fury of revenge; nay more, that ven- 
“ geance on a foe is an appetite of our nature, and 
“ commonly laid to be the iweetefl: of all human enjoy- 
“ ments. But that thofe men yonder are our foes, our 
“ moft bitter unrelenting foes, you need no farther 
“ proofs i fince, bent on inflaving this our country, 
“ they firft made the voyage *, and, had this their o- 
“ dious projed been fuccelsful, on our citizens they 
“ had inflided the moft cruel torments, on our wives 
“ and children the moft indecent enormities, and on 
“ Syracufe the moft ignominious^ appellation. In a 
“ work of fo juft retaliation, to indulge a tendernefs 
“ of mind, or to think it gain to let them depart with- 
“ out additional revenge, will be a matter of juft re- 
“ proach ; for the latter is ail they will be able to cf- 
“ fed, even though at length they may be vidors. 
“ But to us, could we execute the fair and equitable 
“ wifties of our hearts, by infliding upon them the pu- 
“ nifiiment they well deferve, and in fetting the liberty 
“ of all Sicily, as it hath bcen’ever enjoyed by us, be- 
“ yond the reach of any future infults, how glorious 
“ muft fuch atchievements be ! For fuch critical mo- 
ments of adventure are moft rarely to be met with ; 
“ which, if unfuccelsful, can do the Icaft diflfervice ; 
“ but, if luccelsful, draw after them the moft valuable 
acquifitions.” 

VoL. II. 
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When the Syraciifan generals, feconded by Gylippus, 
had finilhed this their exhortation to their own Ibldiers, 
they alfo, in their turn, repaired immediately on-board 
their fleet, as they found was already done by the Athe- 
nians. 

But Nicias, whofe mind was furcharged with prefect 
cares, fenfible how extreme the danger, and how nearly 
approaching ! fince this very moment they were only 
not in motion •, and once more refledting, that, as ge- 
nerally happens in affairs of fuch prodigious moment, 
fome points might yet be left irnperfedf, fomething of 
energy, and weight, and influence, [jc yet left unlaid ; 
he called out again upon every Angle captain in the fleet, 
addreffing himlelf leparately to them, with the honour- 
able mention of their fathers^ tbemfelves, and their tribe 5 
and conjuring each, by his own diflinguifhing fplendor, 
whatever it was, “ not now to betray it, nor tarnifh 
thofe hereditary virtues on which their anceftors had 
“ founded their glory reminding them earneftly 
“ of the uninterrupted freedom of their country, and 
“ the privilege they had ever enjoyed of living in it 
quite free and ty;icontroulcd aflferting other argu- 
ments, fuch as, with men who had their all fo much at 
(take, might have influence and weight ; no matter 
now how trite or hackneyed by frequent repetitions, 
or how equally applicable to every cafe, as fetched from 
the endearments of their wives, and their offspring, and 
their paternal gods •, fuch as from every topic, in a 
plunge of horror and diftrefs, arc rung in the ears 
of men, as likely to animate and perfuade. And thus 
at laft, though fearful that not even yet he had faid e- 
nough, but all that the time would permit, he parted 
from them j and, placing himfclf at the head of the 
land-army, marched down to the beach •, where be 
drew them up in as large a line as they could poflibly 
form, that their appearance might have the greater ef- 
, fcdl in emboldening thofe on-board the fleet. 


And 
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And now Demofthenes, and Menander, and Euihy- 
dcmus, (for thefe went on-board to command the fleet,) 
getting clear from their moorings, flood away diredlly 
owards the barricade of the harbour, and that interval 
its mouth not yet completely barred, in order to 
• the pafTage. The Syracufans alfo and their allies 
now launched forth againft them with their ufual 
number of fhips. A detachment of thefe were fo fla- 
tioned as to guard the paflage ; the relt were fpread cir- 
cularly quite round the harbour, that on all fides at once 
they might attack the Athenians, and their land-army on 
the beach might fecond them on approaches to the fhore. 
The SyracLifan flcfct was commanded by Sicanus and A- 
gaiharcus, who were refpeiflively flationed in each of the 
wings, whilft Pythen and the Corinthians compofed the 
center. 

When the Athenians were come up to the barricade, 
they run boldly at it ; and by the violence of the firft 
Ihock they beat off the veflels ranged about it, and 
were intent on clearing away the whole barricade. But 
here, the Syracufans and allies tailing in amongfl them 
from every quarter, a general engagement enfued, not 
only at the barricade, but in evcry-,part of the44P^<^ur* 
Obftinate it really proved, and fuch a battle as they 
had never fought before. Great, in truth, was the ar- 
dour of the leamen on both fides, in running upon the 
enemy, whenever the word was given j and great was 
the ate exerted by the officers, in attack, and defence, 
and reciprocal contention. The foldiers on-board ex- 
erted all their efforts, that, when Ihip came to clofc 
with fhip, no ftretch of military fkili fhould be omitted 
on the hatches. Every individual, abiding firmly in 
his poft, drained all his diligence to fignalize his own 
behaviour. But, as numerous fhips were falling in to- 
gether amongfl: one another in little fea-room, and fo 
large a number never fought before in fo Imall a fpace, 
(fince the amount of both fleets fell little (hort of two 
hundred,) the dirert incurfions with the beak werefew, 

' 5 2 becaule 
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becaufc roon) was wanting for tacks and pafTages ; but 
boardings were frequent, as the veffcls were continu- 
ally running foul on one another, or in Ihecring off met 
with others which were coming on. And, fo long as a 
veflcl was in her approach, thole on the hatches poured 
plentifully again!!: her whole Ihowers of javelins, anc' 
arrows, and Rones ; but, when they were once come \> 
grappling, the foldiers, clofing in firm battalion, en- 
deavoured by force to board one another. Nay, it 
moft frequently happened, through the ftraitnefs of fea- 
room, that, the very moment one party boavded the 
enemy, the very fame moment they were alfo boarded 
themfclves, as two veflels lay often along-fide of an ^ 
enemy ; nay, fometimes more, by necelfity mingled 
and fqueezed fall together. In the mean time, the care 
of the officers was not confined to one fingle point, but 
diftiaded cm all Tides by a whole round of perils: they 
were here intent on their own defence, and there on the 
annoyance of the enemy. And, farther, the prodi- 
gious craffi that was made by fuch a number of fliips, 
running at the fame inftant upon one another, flruck 
fuch dilmay and lofs of hearing, that the voices of thofe 
whoifl^ed out orders could no longer be diftinguiffied, 
Lou* Defidcs, were the exhortations and (bouts of the 
offit ers on both fides, partly in conformity to rule, 
though fwelltd at prefent by the ardour of contention. 
Amongft the Athenians it was Ihoutcd amain — “ To 
lorce the pafifage, and now or never to exert their 
“ uimort (Irctch of bravery to earn a fafe return to 
“ their native country — Amongft the Syracufans 
and their allies — “ How glorious it would be to hin- 
“ der their efcape, and by prefent vidory for every one 
“ amongft them to increafe the growing honours of his 
“ C(;uniry I” The commanders alfo, on both fides, if 
they faw a veflcl dropping off before it was overpow- 
ered by the enemy, called out aloud by name on the 
captain, demanding, on the Athenian fide, “ Did they 
“ retire on the wild prefumption that yonder moft hoftilc 

« Ihore 
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lore would prove more friendly to them than the 
pen fca, which by long prcfcription they had claimed 
s their own province ?” — But, on the Syracufan — 
Vould they, who were peifcdtly afllired that the 
Athenians wanted nothing fo much as to efcape — 
/ould they fly fit ft from thole who were flying?” 
r land-army, farther, of each party upon the beach, 
whilft yet the battle was altetnateiy flutftuating on the 
water, felt the utrnoft anxiety and tlie moll painful con- 
flitft of mind*, earneftly bent, as the omt domejiic 
was, “ on gaining accumulated honours *,” but fearful, 
as the other invading party was become, that “ their 
“ condition might loon become worle than it was al- 
“ ready For, the whole hope of the Athenians cen- 
tering at prefent in that fleets their anguifli for the e- 
vent was more acute than ever they had felt, and was 
aggravated by their own pofition on the beach, which 
gave them a clear uninterrupted profped of all that 
palled in the battle upon the water. The feene was 
but at a trifling diftance from their eyes •, and, as the 
looks of all of thmi were not at the fame inftant faftened 
upon the lame fpedacle, if any faw their own party 
prevailing, they grew at once exalted, and immedi- 
ately began an invocation to the gods, that the efforts 
of their friends might be crowned with fuccefs j whilft 
another party, beholding thofe who were vanquifhed, 
uttered a loud fhriek which ended in a groan ; and, 
by the fight of luch affedling turns, were more lubdued 
in fpirit than thofe who were adfually engaged in this 
medley of horror. Others, farther, who were intent 
upon a quarter of the engagement, where the event was 
yet in lufpcnfe, and no judgement amidft fuch confu- 
lion could be formed, adjufted the contortions of their 
bodies to their own inward fears, and pafled that inter- 
val in extremity of anguiih j for, each lingle moment, 
they were within a little of efcaping or being funk. 
And thus, in one and the fame army of Athenians, fo 
long as the event was under decifion, a whole medley of 

S ^ jjuiles 
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noifes was heard 'y-^Jkrieking—-lhouting’-^vi£lory ! 

•^undone ! — undone ! — and all other founds, of various 
import, which, in fuch extremity of danger, a nume- 
rous body of men may be forced to utter. 

Thofe, farther, on-board, were equally fenfible of all 
the quick alternatives of paffion *, till at l.Ul, alter the 
battle had for a long time been obftinately maintained^' 
the Syracufans and allies put the Athenians to open 
flight ; and, plying brifkly in the chace, with obftrepe- 
rous clamour and loud exultations drove them upon the 
beach. And here, the land-foldiers which had ferved 
on-board, excepting fuch as had been taken in the deep- 
er water, leaping in all parts, as they feverally could, , 
on the fliore, run in great conlufion for (belter to the 
camp. The army on the beach, with palTions no longer 
diverfified, but with one and the fame uniform vehe- 
mence, having exprefled their refentment of the horrible 
conclufion by a loud fkriek and a hearty groan, fomc 
hurried along the beach to luccour the (hipping ; others 
codefend what yet remained of their intrenchments; whilfl: 
a third party, and the bulk of the army, confined their 
whole care to themfelves, and were folcly intent on 
their own perfonal pr<[lervation. The horrid confterna- 
tion, in which this moment they were univerfally plun- 
ged, was greater than Athenians had ever felt before. 
They fuffered now what on a former occafion they had 
made others lufl'er at Pylus. There the Lacedaemonians, 
having firit loft their fleer, had the farther mortification 
to fee all their gallant Spartans in the ifland undone. And 
now the defperate condition of the Athenians offered no 
glimmering of fafety on the land, unlels fome miracu- 
lous contingency fhould take place in their favour. 

After an engagement fo hardy and well difputed, af- 
ter the finking of a large number of fhips and the death 
of numbers on both fides, the Syracufans and their al- 
lies, who were mafters of the day, took up the fhatters 
and the dead. 7 his being done, they failed in triumph 
to the city, and credfed a trophy. 


But 
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But the Athenians, quite funk with the weight 
of their prefent misfortunes, never fo much as once en- 
tertained the thought of recovering their (battered vef- 
fcls or their dead, but were contriving how to decamp 
by favour of the approaching night. Demofthenes, 
ipon this, repairing to Nicias, declared it as his own 
( pinion, that, “ manning at once the whole number 
“ of their veflcls, they (bould exert their utmoft efforts 
“ to force their paflage out of the harbour early the 
“ next .dawn i’* affirming that “ they had (fill a larger 
“ number of (hipping fit for fervice than the enemy 
For the Athenians had yet about fixty left, whereas 
thofe of the enemy were under fifty. Nicias came into 
the propofal ; but, when both joined in ilTuing pro- 
per orders for the execution, the fcamen flatly retufed to 
go on-board. Difpirited as they were by the laft great 
blow, they had refigned all hope of ever beating thele 
enemies again. No meafure now remained but a retreat 
by land, on which the univerfal attention was hence- 
forth employed. 

Hermocraces, the Syracufan, had conceived a fufpi- 
cion that fuch a ftep would be taken by them •, and, 
forefeeing what difficulties might a:i(e if (b large an ar- 
my (hould march acrofs the country, and, polling 
themlclves afrefh oh Sicilian ground, (hould again refume 
their fpirits and renew the war againft Syracule, he wai- 
ted upon thofe in authority, and fuggefted to them, that 
“ they ought not, by any rules of policy, to let the e- 
“ nemy Ileal offby night *, (inferting here his own (enti- 
“ ments of the affair i) but that all the Syracufans and 

their allies, failying out in a body, fhould pre-occupy 
“ and fecure the roads, and in good time bclet and put 
“ flrong guards in all the paffes.” The magillrates 
were fenfible, as much as he who gave this advice, how 
reafbnable it was, and declared thcmfelvcs tor its execu- 
tion : But then, “ the men, who now, indulging their 
“ joy for the late vidlorv, were intent on rec.''eation?, 
“ and as befidcs it was a feflival-time, (for this very 

S 4 “ 
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“ day they were performing the annivcrfary facrifice 
“ Hercules,) in ail probability would refufe to marc 
“ becaufe, tranfported as they were with fuccefs, ( 

“ generality no doubt were celebrating the feftival w 
“ good cheer and wine ; and any thing might fooner 
“ hoped from them, than obedience to an order for 
“ king up their arms and fallying forth at a minu 
“ notice.*’ As the magirtrates were convinced t 
things would fo turn out, the fcheme was judged im- 
pradiicable, and Hermocrates could in no wife prevail. 
But he thought of an artifice to play ofiFagainftthe foe : 
Afraid led the Athenians, diflodging quietly by night, 
might pofiefs themfelves of the mod difficult paflTes be- 
fore any oppofition could reach them, he difpatcheth 
fomc of his mod trudy friends, under an efcorte of horfe, 
to the Athenian camp fo foon as it was dark ; who, ri- 
ding up fo near to the incrcnchmcnts that their words 
nrght be didindlly heard, and calling out aloud on 
fome perfons to come forth, fince they were a party fent 
from his friends in Syracufe to bring Nicias fome intelli- 
gence, charged them to carry word immediately to Ni- 
cias, “ by no means to draw off the army by nigbt, 
“ becaufe the Syracufans had befet the roads*, but to 
“ defer his march till day-light, when he had leifure to 
“ make the proper difpofitions.” And after delivering 
this meflage they rode off, whild thofe who received it 
went and reported it faithfully to the Athenian generals. 

Wrought upon by this piece of intelligence, in which 
they were far from fufpedfing any fraud, they continued 
all night in their pods *, and then, as tht-y had not dif- 
lodged at once in a hurry, they thought it advifeablc to 
day there hut one day longer, that the foldiers might 
pack up and carry away with them as large a part as was 
podible of their neceffary dores. The red of the baggage 
jc was agreed fhould be abandoned to the enemy j they 
were only to carry off, each perfon for himfelf, what 
was abfulutely neceffary for food and raiment. 

Butj 



{.VII. THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR. 165 
But, in this interval, the Syracufans and Gylippus, 
y Tallying out with the land-forces, had gained a march 
ffore them, had blocked up the roads along the coun- 
/ by which it was judged the Athenians would march, 
d had potted ttrong guards upon all the fords of brooks 
i rivers ; nay, their detachments ftood ready drawn 
in battalia to beat off the enemy from the mott con- 
ient pafles. Standing out farther into the harbour 
witn their fleet, they dragged from the fliore the Athe- 
nian flapping. Some few of thefe they burnt, as the 
Athenians themfelves had defigned to do ; but the refi- 
due at their leifiire, from the Ipot where each lay ttratv 
ded, they took in tow and carried away to the city. 
And, this being done, when Nicias and Demofthenes 
judged that they had completed fuch preparations for 
their march as were ablblutely needful, the diflodge- 
nient of the whole army was put in execution on the 
third day from the naval engagement. 

Terrible indeed it was, not only when viewed in one 
particular light, as that they retreated becaufe they had 
loft the whole of their fleet, and all their mighty hopes 
had terminated in fuch perfonal dangers to themfelves, 
and fuch as even boded the ruin of Athens but the ve- 
ry abandoning of the camp prefented to their fight the 
mott cutting fpedacles, and ft ruck each loul arnongtt 
them with heart-piercing anguilh : Por, as the dead lay 
uninterred upon the lurface of the earth, when the re- 
mains of an old acquaintance, thus miferably laid out, 
arretted the eyes of a foldier, he was inllanlly feized 
with regret and horror. But the living, who on account 
of wounds and ficknefs were left behind, were cauTes 
of much greater affli<ition to the lound than were even 
the dead, and in truth were much more to be deplored 
than thole w’ho had no longer a being t for, burtting 
out into prayers and lamentations, they occafioned a 
wild irrefolution of thought •, carneftly intreating that 
they might not be left behind, and fereaming out aloud 
on each by name, as they faw a friend, or an acquaintance. 
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or an old comrade, moving off; throwing their arms 
about their necks, and fo dragged along whilft they 
Could keep their hold ; but, when ftrength and bodily 
vigour failed and left them deftitute of refource, they 
gave them the lafl: adieu, not without a (hower of cur- 
ies and a hideous howl. By fuch cutting incidents the 
whole army was filled with tears and a wild irrefoluiion , 
fo that they could not depart without the higheft regret, 
though from a (pot fo hoftile, W'herc they had fuffered 
more than tears could alleviate j and the dread of more, 
which yet might be impending, was inexprefilble. De- 
jedion of the head and felf-acculation were general 
through all the troops ; and they refernbled nothing Icfs 
than a large fubjugated city, whole numerous inhabi- 
tants were eicaping from the fury of a fack ; for the a- 
mount of thofe, who wrre now marching off together, 
was not lels than forty thMufand men. 

Of thefe, the generality carried off merely what ne- 
ceflary fubfiftence they had feraped together ; but the 
heavy-armed and horlemen, contrary to cullom, were 
now obliged to carry thrir own fuftenance themfelvcs 
beneath their armour ; fome, bccaufe they had none ; 
others, becaufe they^durfi not trull their Cervants. The 
defertions had for a long time been large, but of late in 
greater numbers than ever. Neither weic they thus 
provided with fufficient (lores ; for there was no longer 
any corn to be found in the camp. Nay, truly, the 
general calamity and equability of misfortunes, which 
in many cales alleviate the pam as numbers are in- 
volved, were unable to render the prefent evils in any 
degree fupportabic •, elpecially when the thought oc- 
curred, from what a height of fplendor and preceding 
glory, to what a plunge and miferablc Hate they were 
now reduced ! For, a moll cruel turn of fortune this 
really proved to a Grecian army j who, coming hither 
to inflave others, were departing now with the lad al- 
ternative of fearing to be nrade Haves themlelves ; and, 
inftcad of the prayers and pteans with which they firft 

began 
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^an the voyage, were now diflodging with omens that 
•tended nothing but mifery : Thofe, farther, who 
le hither as lords of the ocean, were now dealing 
y by land, from henceforth to be faved, not by 
il {kill, but the perfcverance of a land-army. How- 
, all thefe reflexions put their patience nothing on 
ftretch, in comparilon of that weight of milcry 
which this very inlfant was hovering over their heads. 

Nicias, perceiving the whole army to be overwhelmed 
in dcipair and funk in this plunge of dilfrefs, addreffcd 
himfelf ievcrally to the troops, exhorted, and com- 
forted, by every topic w'lich occurred, each Angle 
party, whom he vifited by turns, elevating his voice 
far beyond the ordinary pitch, to fuic the eaniclfnels of 
his heart, in hope that, the loui^er he fpoke, the more 
extcnfive effed: it might have upon the hearers. 

“ EVEN yet, and in the prefent low ebb of our 
“ fortune, my dear countrymen and confederates, we 
“ ought to encourage hope. Inttances may be given 
“ of armies who have been refeued from a deeper 
“ plunge of dangers than that which is now our por- 
“ tion. Nor ought you to torture yourleives with too 
“ painful regret at what you fufler, or at the unme- 
“ rited miferies which this moment environ you about. 
“ E.ven I mylelf, who have much lei’s room to boad 
“ of a conftitution luperior to hardfliips than the meaneft: 
“ foldier in your ranks, (for your own eyes can witnefs 
“ to how low a date my bodily infirmities have redu- 
“ ced me,; who, however, in the continued happi- 
“ nefs of my former courfe of life, or in any other re- 
“ gard, am inferior to none amongd you, — yet am 
“ buffeted now, by the ftorms and outrages of fortune, 
“ as cruelly as ever were the viled and mod abjed ot 
“ my fellow-creatures. It is true, I have ever habitu- 
ally worlhipped the gods, with a conlcientious de- 
“ fcicnce to tdablifhed laws; and have made judice 
“ and beneficence to man the conffant pradice of rny 

ntr 
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“ life. Upon the ftrength of this, when I look for- 
“ wards to the future, my mind is enlivened with invi- 
“ gorjiting hope j though I own thefc misfortunes, fo 
“ far undeferved, Ihike no little terror on my 
“ thoughts. But better times, perhaps, may be ap- 
“ proaching *, for fure our enemies have been bleflcr 
“ with an ample mcafure of fuccefs-, and, though fom : 

deity may have frowned at firft on this our expedi- 
“ tion, yet by this time his wrath muft be fully wre;iked 
“ upon us. We are not the firft infiance of a people 
“ who have wantonly invaded the pofleflions of ano- 
“ ther; many fuch offences have taken their rife from 
“ the impulfe of human paflions, and have been pu- 
“ nifhed with fuch a meafure of vengeance as human 
“ nature was able to endure. Good realon, therefore, 
“ have we now to hope for a milder fate from the of- 
“ fended deity; who, deprefled as we are, feem obje£ls 
“ of companion more than of refentment. Caft, ihcre- 
“ fore, your eyes on the fine bodies of heavy-armed, 
and the goodly numbers, which even now compofe 
your retreat ; and let the fight revive and cheer your 
“ drooping fpiriis. Conclude that, wherever you choofe 
“ to halt, you areof yourrelvesthatinftar.c a mighty com- 
“ munity; fuch as no other Sicilian people can prefume 
“ to ftand before, fhould you attack; nor to difpofrefs, 
“ wherever you think proper to fettle. But, that your 
“ march be orderly and fafe, be that the care of each 
“ individual amongd; your ranks, made warm and ear- 
“ neft by the thought, — that, on whatever fpot you 
may be compelled to fight, on that, if crowned with 
victory, you regain a country and a bulwark of your 
“ own. But then, our march muft be continued both day 
“ and night, with unabating fpeed, becaufe our ftock 
“ of provifion is but fcaniy ; and, can we but reach 
fome friendly territory belonging to the Siculi, who, 
“ from their cxceffive dread of the Syracufans, will ever 
“ preferve their attachment to us, conclude yourlelves 
“ that moment to be beyond the reach of danger : 

“ Send, 
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knd, therefore, your meflcngers beforehand to them, 
vith orders to meet us on our route and brinu us the 
leedful fuppliesof food. On the whole, my fellow- 
oldicrs, reft afllired that the laft necclfity injoins you 
o be refolutely brave; unce to cowardice now no 
)lace of ftielter is any longer open ; and only if you 
ftem the efforts of your foes — can you again be happy 
in the enjoyment of thofe feenes your eyes fo fondly 
“ regret; and can Athenians rc-ereft the extenfive pow- 
“ er of the Athenian State^ how low fuever it may be 
“ falleil at prefent : For they are men who make a Stalc^ 
“ not walls nor (hips by men abandoned.” 

With thefe words of encouragement Nicias ran regu- 
larly through all the ranks of the whole army ; careful, 
at the fame time, if he faw any parties ftra.yghng from 
the main body, and quitting the order of the march, to 
fetch them up and replace them, Demoftnenes exerted 
himfclf ^ diligently in his own department, encoura- 
ging his troops with the fame energy and ardour of ad- 
drefs. The body under Nicias, drawn up in a fquare, 
led the van of the march ; that under Demofthents 
brought up the rear ; whilft the baggage-men, and the 
numerous crowd that attended the camp, marched with- 
in the center of the heavy-armed. 

When they were advanced to the place of fording the 
Anapus,t^hey find a body of Syracufans and allies drawn 
up in battalia there to oppole the paffage. But, putting 
thefe to flight, they gained the paflage of that rivt-r, 
and advanced into the country beyond ; though their 
march was terribly harrafled by the incurfions of ti e 
Syracufan horfe, and by the milfive weapons which the 
light-armed of the enemy poured in from time to time 
amongft them. And yet, in this day’s march, the A- 
ihcnians wrought about * forty ftadia, and halted for the 
night upon an eminence. 

* About four mile#. 

On 
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On the cnfuing day, by early dawn, they were again 
in motion, and advanced about f twenty (ladia ; when, 
defcending into a certain plain, they halted and formed an 
incampment. 1 heir defign in this was to fetch in fome 
provifions, for the adjacent country was inhabited, and 
to get a proper lupply of water to carry along wit'* 
them ; for in the country beyond, through which th^r 
route was fixed, no fprings were to be met with for the 
length of feveral ftadia. But, during this halt, the Sy- 
racufans, advancing beyond them, throw up a work a- 
crefs their route to ftop their fartheir progrefs. The 
fpot chofen fur this was a ftrong eminence, flanked on 
both fides by an inacceflible crag, and known by the 
name of Aciseum-Lepas. 

On the day following the Athenians refumed their 
march j but the horfe and numerous darters of the Sy- 
racLilans and allies flopped their advance, the latter 
pouring in their weapons upon, and the former riding 
up and difordering, their ranks. For a long Jime, it is 
true, the Athenians maintained the Ikirmimcs againfl 
them ; but at length they retreated again to their laft in- 
campment. Andnowall farther fupplicsof provifions were 
totally cut off \ it bging no longer pofli*^lc to fetch in a- 
ny, for fear of the horle. 

Bur, decamping early in the morning, they continued 
their march, and forced their progrefs to the eminence 
which was fortified by the new work. Here tkey found 
thcSyraculan infantry drawn up before them in firm and 
deep battalia, pofted alfo on the ftrong eminence they 
had occupied on purpofe ; for the pafs was very narrow. 
The Athenians marched up and affaulted the work; 
but, being pelted by flaowers of darts from the emi- 
nence, which was very fteep, and fo gave thofe upon it 
a great advantage in throwing their weapons home, and 
finding themfclvcs unable to force it, they again drew 
off, and attempted it no farther. It happened, at the 

f Two miles. 
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lie time, that fomc claps of thunder were heard, ac- 
npanicd with rain, cfFtds not unulual in this fcafon, 
;he year was now in autumn; and yet thefe accidents 
tributed (till more to difpirit the Athenians, who con- 
led that every thing now afted in combination for 
* deftruflion. During this interval of inaftion, Gy- 
iS and the Syraculans fend olF a detachment of their 
lorces, to throw up a work in their rear, where the 
enemy had already paffed. But the Athenians fent alfo 
a detachment of their own body, which prevented its 
execution ; and, after this, wheeling off with their 
whole body more into the plains, they halted there for 
the night. 

The next morning they began to move forwards a- 
gain. And now the Syracufans, befetting them quite 
round in a circle, poured vollies of darts and arrows 
amongft them, and wounded numbers. If, indeed, 
the Athenians falhcd out againft them, they retreated ; 
but, when the Athenians drew back, they then preffed 
upon their retreat; and, falling in chiefly amongft their 
rear, if at any time they put lioall parties to flight, they 
ftruck a confternation into the whole army. But for 
a long time, in fuch a train of fki^mifliings, the Athe- 
nians made good their ground ; and, advancing after- 
wards the length of * five or fix ftadia, they halted in a 
plain. Here alfo the Syracufans no longer molcfted 
them, but withdrew to their own camp. 

This night it w’as determined by Niciasand Demol- 
thenes, that, — fince the army was reduced to folow a 
condition, and began already to be preffed with a total 
failure of provifions ; fince, farther, large numbers had 
been wounded in the many incidental affaults of the 
enemy ; — they fliould firii kindle a great number of 
fires, and then mar* h tiie whole army oft, no longer by 
the route which they had firft prqjeded, but by another 
towards the Tea, quite contrary to that which the Syra- 
cufans had already pre- occupied and guarded. The re- 

* Ab^ut ^ a miU. 


fidue 



171 THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR. B. VIL 
fidue of the march was no longer pointed towards Ca- 
tana, but to the other coaft of Sicily, towards Cama- 
rina, andGela, and the cities in that quarter, both Gre- 
cian and Barbarian. In purfuance of this, a large num- 
ber of fires being kindled, they diflodged in the dead of 
night. 

This part of their retreat (as is the general fate of ar. 
mies, but efpecially of the greateft, ever fubjed to fears 
and panics, particularly when moving in the night and 
on hoftile ground, and confcious, farther, that the 
enemy is dole at their heels) was made in a Tad and 
diforderly manner. The column, indeed, under Ni- 
cias, which compofed the van, kept firm together in a 
body, and quite out-matched the reft of the army : but 
that under Demofthenes, being one halt at leaft, if not 
the major parr, of the whole force, was feparated from 
the van, and came on in great contufion and diforder. 
However, by the dawn of day, they reach the coaft j 
and, gaining the great road which is called the Helorine^ 
took their route along it, that, after they had reached 
the river Cacyparis, they might pierce upwards along 
the courfe of that river into the heart of the country ; 
for thus they hoped w meet with the SicvH, whom they 
had fiimmoned to be ready on their route. But, when 
they had gained the fight of that river, they found its 
banks already occupied by a Syracufan guard, bufy in 
throwing up a rampart and palifado to defend its paf- 
fage. T his party they foon dilperfed, and pafled the 
river, and from thence advanced towards another river, 
the Erineus j for thus their guides had planned their 
route. 

In the mean time the Syracufans and allies, when the 
day was clearly broke, and they knew the Athenians 
were ftole off, began in general to throw heavy impu- 
tations on Gylippus, as if ihe Athenians had made their 
efcape through his connivance. Yet, beginning the 
purluit with all poffible expedition, (and it was eafily 
difcoverable what route they had taken,) they come up 
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with them about the hour of repaft : And, as they fell 
in firft with the column under the orders of Demofthe- 
nes, which compofed the rear, and had moved in a 
more flow and diforderly manner than the van, becaufe 
the darknefs of the night had fo highly incommoded 
and confounded their march, they immediately charged 
th'^“m and fought. The Syracuftn cavalry befet them 
quite round, (the more eafily, indeed, as thc7 were fe- 
parated from the van,) and drove them iiilo one crouded 
heap. But the column under Nicias was now * fifty 
ttadia before them ; for Nicias led them forwards wrth 
great celerity, concluding that their fafety confifted, not 
;n lingering voluntarily at fo critical a period, or expo- 
fing ihemfelves to an engagement, but in pulhing for- 
wards with their utmoft fpeed, and fightingonly when by 
abfolute neccflity they were compelled to fight. But 
then Demofthenes was involved in a much more labo- 
rious and continued toil j becaufe, as he filed off laft, 
the enemies were left upon his rear ; and, foon con- 
vinced that they had begun the purfuit, he was obli- 
ged, not fo much to move forward, as to draw up his 
troops in the order of battle, till by fuch necellitated 
lingering he is environed by them, 4 nd himfelf and the 
body of Athenians under him are thrown into high tu- 
mult and confufion. • For now, hemmed in as they 
were on a certain Ipor, lurroundtd quite round by walls, 
and whence the iUncs both on one fide and the other 
were full of olive-trees, they were terribly galled on 
their flanks by the darts of the enemy. This kind of 
annoyance the Syraculans wifely chole to give them, and 
to decline ail cloje engagement ; becaule, to hazard the 
latter againff enemies now become quite defperate, they 
judged would make more for the advantage of the A- 
thenians than of thcmfelves : Though, at the lame time, 
a kind of frugality, infpired by the great career of luc- 
cefs they had already obtained, taught them not to ex- 
haufl their ftrength on fuperfluous encounters, and per- 

♦ Above five miles, 
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fuaded them that thus they might effectually fubdue and 
make this great army their prilbners. When, there- 
fore, for the whole remainder of the day, they had 
galled them on all fides with miffivc weapons, and now 
perceived that the Athenians and their allies were re- 
duced to a miferable plight by the wounds which they 
had received and the other calamities which lay haj'd 
upon them, Gylippus, in concert with the Syracufans 
and allies, caulcth a herald to proclaim : — Firft, that 
“ fuch inhabitants of the ifles as would come over to 
“ them Ihould reft in the fecure enjoyment of'’their li- 
berty — • upon which, feme cities, though not 
many, went over to them : — And, in the next place, 
after feme time, a furrender is agreed on of the whole 
body of troops commanded by Demofthenes, on the 
terms, that “ they (hould deliver up their arms, and 
no one Ihould fuffer death, either by public cxecu- 
“ tion, or the miferies of a prifon, or the want of ne- 
ceffary fubfiftence.” Thus this whole body, to the 
number of fix thoufand men, furrendered themfelves 
prifoners, and produced all the filver they had about 
them, which they were commanded to throw into the 
hollows of Jfhields,«four of which in this manner were 
filled full with fpoil j and thefe prifoners the viClors 
immediately led away to Syracufe. 

But Nicias and the column under his command ar- 
rived the fame day on the banks of the Erineus j and, 
having pa fled that river, halted on an eminence. The 
day following, the Syracufans, coming up to his poft, 
notified to Nicias, that “ thofe under Demofthenes had 
furrendered,” and fummoned him to follow their 
example. Incredulous of the fad, he begs leave to 
fend out a horfeman to difeover the truth ; who upon 
his return affirming that “ they had actually furren- 
“ dered,” Nicias fends an intimation to Gylippus and 
the Syracufans, that he was ready to ftipulate, in the 
name of the Athenians, that “ whatever fums the Sy- 
racufans had expended in this war fhould be fairly 

“ teimbprfedj 
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“ rcimburfcd, on condition the forces under his com- 
mand might have free departure j but, till the mo- 
ney could be paid, he would leave with them a num- 
“ ber of Athenians as hoftages for performance, a man 
“ for a talent.” 

Gylippus and the Syracufans refufed the offer ; and, 
refuming offenfive meafures, ranged their parties quite 
round the eminence, and poured in their miflive wea- 
pons upon them till the evening. This body of troops 
was alfo fadly diftrelTed for want of bread and neceflary 
fubfiftcnce. Watching, however, for the dead and fi- 
lent hours of the night, they were then determined to 
continue their march. They accordingly take up their 
* arms j the Syracufans perceive it, and fing the paean of 
alarm. The Athenians were thus convinced that they 
could not diflodge without being difeovered, and fo 
grounded their arms again, all but one party of three 
hundred men ; for thefe, having forced themfelves a 
paflage through the guards, made off in the night as 
f^aft as it was poflible. 

So foon as the day appeared, Nicias, at the head of 
his troops, led them forwards. But the Syracufans and 
allies prefled upon him on all fides in the ufual manner, 
pouring in vollies of^darts and javelins. The Atheni- 
ans made the beft of their way to reach the river Aflina- 
riis 5 not only becaufe, annoyed on all fides by the ir- 
ruption of the numerous cavalry and fkirmifhing par- 
ties, they concluded they fhould be eafed of thefe could 
they once pals that river, but alfo through bt^ily fa- 
tigue and a vehement defire to extinguifh their thir^ 
When, therefore, they are upon the bank, they rufh 
into the river j no longer obfervant of order, but each 
fingle foldicr intent on paffing the firfl: of the 
And the enemy, who now prefled hard upon them, had 
rendered the paffage already a bufinefs of toil: For, obli- 
ged as they were to go down in confufed heaps, 
and trampled upon one another •, fo^p^j ^ a- ^ 

their fpears and luggage, met with inftant de 
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others, entangled in the croud, were carried away by the 
current. The hither bank of the river was now filled 
with Syracufans ♦, and, it being naturally fteep, they 
poured down their darts upon the Athenians, numbers 
of whom were drinking greedily of the dream, confu- 
fedly hampered together in the hollow of the channel. 
The Peloponnefians, plunging in after them, made a 
great flaughter of thofe who were in the river. The 
water was immediately difcoloured with blood : But the 
dream, polluted with mud and gore, deterred them not 
from drinking it greedily, nor many of them frqm fight- 
ing dclperately for a draught of it. But, in fiiorr, when 
the carcafes of the dead began to lie heaped one upon 
another in the river, and the whole army was become a • 
continued carnage *, '* ol fume in the river j of thofe who 
were making oil from the banks, by the horfemen of 
the foe ; Nicias lurrenders himfclf prifoner to Gylip- 
piis, into whole power he chofc to fall fooner than into 
that of the Syracufans. He told him, that he him- 
“ felf and the Lacedfemonians might decide his fate as 

bed pleafed thcmfelves *, but intreated that a dop 
“ might be put to the flaughter of his foldiers.” Upon 
this, Gylippus ifllied out orders to give quarter ; and 
thus they carried ofl? the remnants ot this body as pti- 
foners of war, fuch excepted as were fecreted by their 
captors, the number of which was large. Having, far- 
ihcr, detached a party in puifuit of the three hundred, 
who in the night had broke through the guard, they 
alfo made them priloners. The whole number now 
colitrfled tegetber as the public prize was not large j 
but very numerous were they who were clardedincly 
fccrtted. Not a town in Sicily but was crouded with 
them, fince thefe had not fnrrendered upon terms like 
thoic under Demofthtnes. A conliderable number had 
alfo peridied : Tor this was a tt rrible daughter ; nay, 
^herc was no one greater in the ccurfe of the Sicilian 

♦ According to Diidorui Siculus^ the number of the fiain amounted to eighteen 
ihoufund men* 
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war : And in the preceding (kirmidies, which had hap^^ 
pencd very frequently during the march, not a few 
had been flain. Yet, notwithftanciing all this, many 
made their efcape j feme from the fcencs of adlion, and 
others from their prilons, from whence they afterwards 
gained an opportunity to run away, Theie repaired to 
Catana, as a lafe relort. 

And now the Syracufans and allies in one grand col- 
ledive body, having amafled together as large a num- 
ber of pfilbners as they polTibly could, and all the Ipoils^ 
returned in triumph to Syraciife. The bulk of pri- 
foners, whether ol the Athenians or their confederates^ 
'whom they had taken, they thruft down into the quar- 
ries, concluding that from fuch a confinement they 
could not pofiibly make efcapes ; but Nicias and De- 
moflhenes, in fpite of all the remonftranccs of Gylip- 
pus, they butchered : For Gylippus imagined, that the 
finifhing of this war would inveft himfelf with pre- 
eminent degrees of glory, if, befides the reft of his at- 
chievements, he could carry home to the Lacedeemoi 
nians the generals of the enemy. It had, farther, fo 
happened, that one of thefe, that is, Demodhenes, 
was regarded as their moft inveterate enemy, becaufe 
of his exploits againft them in the ifland Sphaderia and 
Pylus *, and the other (Nicias) as their moft fincere 
wcll-wifher, from his behaviour on thofe very incir 
dents. For Nicias had ftrenuoufly exerted himfelf in 
behalf of thofe Lacedaemonians who were made pri- 
loners in the ifland. It was he who prevailed with the 
Athenians to fign the treaty, in purfuance of which they 
were rcleafed. For fuch fervices done them, the Lace- 
daemonians had a kindnefs for him *, and it had been 
chiefly owing to his affurance of this that he iurren- 
dered himfelf prifoner to Gylippus. But a party oi the 
Syracufans, as was generally reported, fearful, becaufe 
they had kept up a cortelporidence witii him, left, if 
put to the torture, he might now, amidll the general 
proiperity, involve them in trouble j othcis alio, and, 

X ^ HOC 
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' not lead: of all, the Corinthians, left as he was rich he 
might purchafe the connivance of his keepers to get his 
liberty, and then again might have influence enough to 
foment frefli ftirs to their prejudice ; obtained the con- 
currence of their allies, and put him to death. For 
thefe, or reafons moft nearly neighbouring to thefc, 
was Nicias doomed to deftrudion ; though the man, of 
all the Grecians in the prefent age, who leaft deferved 
fo wretched a cataftrophe, fince his whole life was one 
uniform feries of piety towards the Deity.* 

As for thole who were doomed to the quarries,, the 
Syracufans treated them at firft with outrageous feve- 
rity. As great numbers were crouded together in this’ 
hollow dungeon, the beams of the fun, in the firft place, 
and then the fuffocating air, annoyed them in a more 
terrible manner, becaufe the aperture was left unco- 
vered ; and each fucceeding night, the reverfe of the 
preceding day, autumnal and nipping, through fucli 
viciflitudes threw them into ftrange diforders. Thus 
ftraitened as they were for room, they did whatever 
they had to do on one and the fame fpot *, and the car- 
cafes of thofc who ^ied lay heaped up p'omifcuoufly to- 
gether, as fome expired of their wounds, and others 
perilhed through the viciflitudes of air they fufiered, or 
fome other fuch deadly caufe. At length the ftench be- 
came intolerably noifome ♦, and they were farther op- 
prefled with hunger and thirft ; For, during the fpacc 
of eight months, the allowance to each was only a f co- 
iyl ot water and two J cotyls of bread a day. Nay, 
whatever fpecies of mifery numbers cooped up in fo 
clofe a confinement might be liable to fuffer, not one of 
thefe but prefled cruelly upon them. They were all 
thus thronged and dieted together for feventy days : 
But, after this term, all but the Athenians, and fuch 

* Mr. Hobbes, in hii trinHation, has omitted this Jaft comma. 

■f Little more than half a pint, 
t About 1 % folid inches. 

of 
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of the Sicilians and Italians as had joined with them in 
the invafion, were fold out for Haves. § 

What the whole number of prifoners Was, it is hard 
exadly to relate} but) however, they could not be 
fewer than feven thoufand. And this proved to be the 
greateft Grecian exploit of all that happened in the 
courfe of this war } and, in my opinion, of all that oc- 
cur in the whole hiftory of Greece } fince the evertt to 
the vidlors was moft glorious, and to the vanquiflied 
moft calamitous : For in every refpedt they were totally 
overpowered, and their miferies in no refpeft had any 
mitigation : In (hort, root and branch, as is commonly 
, faid, their land-armies and their (hipping were now ru- 
ined } nay, nothing belonging to them was exempted 
from deftrudion } and few, out of all their numbers, 
had the good fortune to revifit their native country. 

Such were the tranfadions in Sicily. || 

§ ** The decent and engaging behaviour of the Athenians was of great Tervice td 
them j for by it they cither foon obtained their liberty, or were highly cflcemcd 
and careffed by theit mafters. Some of them were indebted for their freedom to 
** Euripides* Tbd Sicilians, it feems, were fonder of the mufe of Euripides thaii 
were even the people who lived in Greece itfelf. If the Grangers, who were oftert 
reforting to Sicily, brought them any fpecimens or morfcls of his poetry, they 
learned them by heart, and with high delight cofflmunicat^d them to their friends* 
It is faid, that fcveral, who by this means earned their liberty, went afterwards 
to wail upon Euripides^ in token of their gratitude j affuring him, fomc of ihttn, 
** that they had been rcleafed frUm flavery for teaching.their mailers what pieces of 
** his writing they were able to repeat • and others, that, when vagabonds after the 
** defeat, they had been fupplied with meat and drink for Tinging fomc of his lines* 
This is not to be wondered at j fince even a Caunian veflel, which, being hard 
chafed by pirates, and endeavouring to get for refuge into a Sicilian harbour, was 
however kept oft’ by force 5 till at length, being afkcd whether they cbuld repeat 
** any of Euripides’s verfes, they anTwefed i.i the affirmative ; upon which they ob-* 
** tained immediate reception and refuge,” Plutarch in the Life of Nictai, 

II Sortie lambic verfes of an unknown author are found at the end of this book In 
latter Cnck editions j and I beg the reader to accept the following trahflation of 
them. 

The pride of glory, the caaltcd height, 

The frequent trophies on the land and fca^ 

The long career of well-defcrv’d fuccefs, 

On which their great forefathers towT’d aloft, 

T 4 
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'Whilft Perfia trembled at th* Athenian name> 

Now droop'd at once I — A chaos foon fucceedt. 

Of anarchy, deftrudlion, and diftrefs t 
Low ebb'd the States u high it erft bad flow’d. 
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HEN the news was reported at Athens, no be- 
lief fora long time was given, — - even though the moft 
creditable part of the foldiery, who had made their ef- 
cape from this difaltrous bufinefs, proved it by a cir- 
cumftantial relation, — that fo total a deftru6lion was 
become their lot. But no fooner were they convinced 
of its *reality, than their refentments burft forth again!!: 
thofe of the orators who had advifed and recommended 
the expedition, as if their own fufifrages had never con- 
curred to its execution. They farther vented their gall 
againft thofe retailers of oracles and foretellers of future 
events, againll all in general, who, pretending privity 


Plutarch^ from report, tells an odd ftory on this occafion,— A ftranger, who 
(it feems) had come a/hore at the Piraeus, and had fet him down ia a bar- 
ber’s (hop, brgan to talk about the overthrow in Sicily, as of a point wcl 
known at Athens. The barber, hearing it before any other perfon had the 
news, ran with all fpeed op into the city | and, having firft informed the 
** magiifrates of it, fpread the report in an inftant all over the forum* Confterna- 
tion and tumult at once enfued. The magiftrates convened an aflembly of the 
<< people, and produced the barber before them. He was called upon to tell from 
whom he had the news ; and, when he couM not name the perfon, being looked 
upon as an idle fellow and a diflurber of the public peace, he was immediately 
tied upon the wheel, and a Jong time whirled round upon it, till feveral per- 
fons arrived who gave a minute and circumflaatial account of the whole* 
Life of Nicias. 


to 
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to the will of heaven, had elevated their hopes with the 
certain conqueft of Sicily. On all Tides now all manner 
of difafters environed them about ; and never had A* 
thens been thrown into fo great a confternation and dc- 
jedion as at the prefent junfture : For now, befide 
what each private family foffered, as the public at the 
fame time had loft the bulk of its heavy-armed and 
horfemen, and that flower of its youth which they faw it 
impolTiblc to replace, they were forely dejedled. Con- 
feious, farther, that they had not fhipping fufficient in 
their docks for a frefli equipment, nor money in the 
public treafury, nor even hands to man what veflfeh 
they had left, they gave up all hope of deliverance in , 
the prefent plunge. Their enemies from Sicily, they i* 
magined, would foon enter the Piraeus with a powerful 
navy, efpecially as they were flulhed with fuch a career 
of fuccefsj and their enemies nearer home would 
now, for a certainty, redouble their preparations, and 
with the utmoft refolution fall upon them at once both 
by fea and land, and be farther ftrengihened by the re- 
volt of their own temporifing confederates. At 1 aft, 
however, they agreed it was their duty to do what might 
yet be done ; not bafely to abandon their own prelcr- 
vation, but to fit out a navy, by colle6ling from all 
poflible refources both timber and money j— and timely 
to fecure their own dependent States^ above all Euboea j 
— and to reduce the expences of the civil adminiftration 
with all poITible oeconomy •, — and to lodge the fove- 
reignty in the hands of a feled body of old experienced 
ftatefmen, whofc maturer counfels might, if poffiblc, yet 
extricate the State from its prefent misfortunes. Such 
an effedfhad the general confternation now upon themj 
an eflfedt not unufual with a fecple^ that they became 
heartily difpofed to order their government aright. 
And, as to fuch refolutions they came, they proceeded, 
farther, to put them in execution : And the fummer 
ended. 

In 
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In the beginning of the enfuing winter, animated by 
this terrible blow the Athenians had received in Sicily, 
the whole body of Greece was alert againft them. E- 
vcn fuch as had hitherto obferved a ftridt neutrality, 
without fo much as waiting for a formal invitation to 
accede, thought it incumbent upon thcmfclves no longer 
to be abfent from the war, but voluntarily to enter the 
lids againd the Athenians. Not a State but reafoned 
thus,— that ” themfelves alfo ihcfc Athenians, had they 
“ fuccyseded in Sicily, would undoubtedly have attack- 
“ ed i** and then concluded, — that, “ as the war for 
“ certainty was very nearly finiflied, it would be glo- 
“ rious for them to have a hand in its completion.** 
But the old confederates of the Lacedaemonians, as 
their defircs were greater, fo they exerted themfelves now 
with higher alacrity than ever to procure a fpeedy relax- 
ation of their heavy burdens. Yet, in a mod remarka- 
ble manner, fuch States as were dependent upon Athens 
manifeded their readinefs to revolt, even beyond the 
bounds of caution ; fince now they formed their judge- 
ments in all the warmth of indignation, and could dif- 
cern no probable method by which the Athenians could 
retard their ruin for another fumrder. 

All thefe circumdances coinciding, the Lacedaemo- 
nian date became prodigioufly alert j and, above all, 
with the expedation, that their confederates of Sicily, 
with a powerful reinforcement, as their navies mud now 
of necediry aft in concert, would be with them, in all 
probability, very early in the fpring. In every view 
their hopes were gallant and elate. They determined 
to go on with the war without any delay \ concluding 
that, if once brought well to a conclufion, they Ihould 
ever for the future be releafed from fuch dangers as had 
lately threatened from Athens, in cafe Sicily had been 
reduced \ and, diould they now demolilh their competi- 
tors, mud remain for the future fupreme leaders 

of Greece, without fear of a revere. 

• Indantly, 
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Inftantly, therefore, Agis their king, though in the 
depth of winter, fa) lying forth with a body of troops from 
Decelea, marched round the confederacy, levying fums 
of money forthc fervice of themarine. Turning his route 
to the Melian gulf, he took a large booty from the GE- 
tJeans, againft whom their enmity had been of long dura- 
tion, which he converted into money. He alfo compel- 
led thofe Achjeans who were featcd in the Pthioiis, and 
other States in this quarter dependent on ThefTaly, fpite 
of all the complaints and murmurs of the ThefiaUans, to 
give him fome hoftages for their good behaviour, and to 
furnilh him with money. He difpofed of thefe hoftages 
into fafe cuftody at Corinth, and fpared no pains to get 
them over into the alliance. 

The Lacedaemonians, farther, circulated an order 
among the States^ for the building of one hundred fail 
of (hips. They taxed themfelves and the Boeotians to 
furnifh, refpedtively, twenty-five; the Phocians and 
Loctians fifteen *, the Corinthians fifteen ; the Arca- 
dians, and Pellenians, and Sicyonians, ten j the Me- 
gareans, and Troezenians, and Epidaurians, and Her- 
mionians, ten. They went to work with all other 
needful preparations, 'that they might profecute the war 
brifkly upon the firft approach of fpring. 

The Athenians, on the other hand, were not remifs 
in preparing for their own defence ; fince, in purfuance 
of the plan they had formed, they were bufy during all 
the winter in building of fhips, having colleded proper 
quantities of timber ; and in fortifying Sunium, that 
the navigation of their victuallers round that cape might 
be preferved from moleftation. '1 hey alfo evacuated 
the fortrefs in Laconia which they lud raifed in the 
voyage to Sicily ; and in all refpeds, where they jud- 
ged themfelves involved in any lets needful expencr, 
they contraded their difburfements with the utmoft fru- 
gality. But their principal care was keeping a dole eye 
upon their dependent^ that they might not revolt. 

Amidft 
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Amidft thefe employments of both parties, which 
were nothing lefs than moft earned preparations on all 
fides, as if war was juft in its commencement, the Eu- 
boeans took the lead, and fent embafladors this winter 
to treat with Agis about a revolt from the Athenians. 
Agis accepted what terms they propofed*, and fends 
for Alcamenes, the fon of Sthenelai'das, and Melanthus, 
from Lacedzemon, to pafs over as commanders into 
Euboea. Accordingly they arrived, with a body of •ci- 
tizens newly infranchifed, to the number of about three 
hundred ; and Agis was preparing for their tranfporca- 
tion. But in this interval the Lefbians arrived, with 
declarations of their readinefs to revolt ; and, as they 
* were feconded by the recommendations of the Boeotians, 
Agis is perfuaded to put off for a time the affair of Eu- 
boea, and began to expedite the revolt of the Lefbians, 
having afbgned them Alcamenes for their governor, who 
was to have paft'ed over to Euboea. The Boeotians 
promiled to fend them ten (hips, and Agis ten. Thefe 
points were tranfaefed without the privity of the Lace- 
daemonian State : For Agis, lb long as he continued at 
Decelea, having under his command the army of the 
State^ was invelted with a power of»fending detachments 
whitherfoever he thought proper, and to levy men and 
money at his own difcrction 5 and it may with 
truth be affirmed, that the confederates, during 
this period, paid a much greater deference to him 
than to the State of Lacedtemon j for, having a power- 
ful force under his own orders, he was formidable in his 
every motion. And thus he arbitrarily fettled the ne- 
gotiation of the Lefbians. 

But then the Chians and the Erythraeans, who were 
alfodefirous to revolt, addreffed themfclves, not to A- 
gis, but at Lacedaemon. In their company alfo \^ent 
thither an embaffador from Tiffaphernes, who was lieu- 
tenant for Darius, the fon of Artaxerxes, in the mari- 


* Neodacnodes. 
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time provinces of Afia. Even TilTaphernes concerned 
himfelf now to inflame the Peloponnefian ardour, and 
promifed them large fupplies. For lately he had been 
fummoned by the king to make returns of the revenue 
of his government; which not being able to exad from 
the Grecian cities, becaufe of the Athenians, he was run 
into a large arrear. He concluded, therefore, that, 
could he demolifh the Athenians, he then with great 
cafe might levy the tributes; what is more, might make 
the Lacedaemonians confederates to the king\ and might 
at length convey to him, cither alive or dead,* Amor- 
ges, the badard'fon of PilTuthnes, who had revolted in 
Caria, as the king had exprefsiy commanded. The 
Chians, therefore, and Tiffapbernes, were now nego- * 
tiating this point in concert. 

Caliigitus, the Ton of Laophon, a Megarean, and Ti- 
magoras, the fon of Aihcnagoras, a Cyziccne, both ex- 
iles from their native places, and refuged with Phar- 
nabazus, the fon of Pharnabacus, arrive at Lacedaet^on 
about the fame point of time, commiflioned by Pharha- 
bazus to procure an aid of (hipping for the Hellerponr, 
by which he might be enabled (the very fame thing as 
TilTaphernes defired) to work the revolt of the cities 
within his diftrift from the Athenian obedience, be- 
caufe of the tributes, and expeditioufly to gain for him- 
fclf the credit of having procured for his matter the al- 
liance of the Lacedaemonians. As the agents of Phar- 
nabazus and thofe alfo of TilTaphernes were negotiating 
the fame point, though apart from each other, a great de- 
bate arofe among the ttatcfmen at Lacedaemon ; one 
party infifting, with vehemence, that an aid of (hipping 
and a land force fhould be fent to Ionia and Chios; an- 
other party, that they Ihould be fent firtt to Hellcfpont. 
TheLacedaemonians, however, complied by far the foon- 
eft with the demands of theChians and TilTaphernes. Al- 
cibiades, indeed, cfpoufed the caufe of the latter, from 
an extraordinary zeal to mark hereditary friendfhip toEn- 
dius, who at this j undlurcprcfided in the college of Ephori, 
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On this account it was, that the family of Alcibiades, in 
compliment to this friendihip, had taken a Lacedaemo* 
%an namej for this Endius was the fonofan Alcibiades. 
Yet, previoofly, the Lacedaemonians difpatched Phry> 
nis, a perfon born and educated in thofe parts, to Chi> 
os, to infpcdl: the ftate of affairs there, and report, whe- 
ther they had fo large a number of (hipping as they 
pretended, and their fituation in other refpedts cquali- 
zed the fine account they had given of it. Accordingly, 
when Phrynis had reported, “ that all the accounts 
“ theyliad heard were true,” the Chians and Erythrae- 
ans were inftantly admitted allies. They voted, far- 
, ther, to fend them forty fail of (hipping, as there were 
already alfembled at Chios not fewer than fixty from 
places which the Chians named. Ten of thefe they dc- 
figned to difpatch, as foon as polTible, under the com- 
mand of Melanchridas, who was appointed admiral. 
But afterwards, the (hock of an earthquake being felt, 
inftead of Melanchridas they fent Chalcideus ; and, in- 
ftead of ten, equipped in Laconia only five, (hips for 
this fervice. 

Here the winter ended; and the nineteenth year 
of this war came alfo to an end, of which Thucydides 
hath compiled the hiftory. 


YEAR XX. t 

SUMMER now coming on, as the Chians were 
molt carneftly foliciting the difpatch of the (hips, and 
alfo afraid left the Athenians (hould get notice of their 
tranfa(5kions, — for the whole of the negotiation had been 
carried on without the knowledge of the latter, — the 
Lacedaemonians fend to Corinth three citizens of Spar-i 
ta, to prevail with that for the tranfportation of their 
(hips with all polTiblc expedition acrofs the ifthmus. 


I Before Chtift 412. 
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from the other fea into that which lies towards Athens, 
that all in a body might ftand away for Chios ; as well 
thofe which Agis had dedined fur the lervice of Lefbos* 
as the reft. The whole number of Ihippirtg belonging 
to the alliance, now affembled together there, amount- 
ed to thirty-nine. 

But Calligitus, truly, and Timagoras refufed, in the 
name of Pharnabazus, to have any participation in the 
expedition to Chios ; nor would part with the money 
they had brought with them, which was * five and 
twenty talents, to difburfe this equipment. They in- 
tended to get another fitted out, which fhould fail away 
under their own orders. 

As for Agis, when now he perceived that the Lace- 
daemonians were determined to go JirJi to Chios, he no 
longer fuffered his own projeds tociafh with thofe of the 
States but the conledcrates now affembling at Corinth 
proceeded to draw up a plan of operations. It was ac- 
cordingly agreed, that they fhould go firft to Chios, 
under the command of Chalcideus, who fitted out the 
five fliips in Laconia ; from thence to Lefbos, under 
the command of Alcamenes, whom Agis had deftined 
for that fervicc ; iricthe laft place th y fhould proceed 
to Hellefpont, and in this fervice it was agreed before- 
hand, that Clearchus, the fon of Ramphias, fliould 
take upon him the command. But the firft ftep fhould 
be the tranfportation of a moiety of their fhipping acrofs 
the iflhmus, which were iuiiuediately to flantl out to 
fea, that the attention of the Athenians might be lefs 
engaged upon fitch as were already in their coutle than 
on thofe which were to follow ; for now they determi- 
ned to crols the lea in an open infulring manner, as 
they contemned the prefent impotence of the Athenians, 
becaufe they had no confiderable force any where at lea. 

When ihefe refolutions were forinal'y completed, 
they immediately tranfported oiiC and twenty fliips. 

* 4?4j/t 15 .'. 
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Expeditious failing was earneftly folicited i but the Co. 
rinthians declared a reluftancy to go the voyage till 
they had celebrated the Ifthmian games, which were at 
hand. To remove this obftacle, Agis declared him- 
felf ready to have the whole procedure charged to his 
own account, that they might be cleared from a breach 
of the Ifthmian ceflation. The Corinthians not com- 
plying with this propofal, and delay neceflarily rcfult- 
ing from it, the Athenians gained by this an earlier dif- 
CO very of the negotiation of the Chians j and, difpatch- 
ing Ariftocrates, one of their generals, charged them 
openly with the guilt of fuch a procedure. The Chi- 
ans as ftrenuoufly denying the charge, they commanded 
them to fend away their (hipping forthwith to Athens 
by way of pledge for their fafety. 

The Chians accordingly fent feven. But the detach- 
ment of thefe was intirely owing to the popular party 
of that iftand, who had been kept in utter ignorance 
of the late negotiation. The/<?ze;, who were privy to it, 
had no mind to incur the popular refentment before 
they were enabled to ftem its fury ; efpecially as now 
they had refigned all hope of the arrival of the Pelopon- 
nefians, whole motions were exceed!)^ dilatory. 

In the mean time the Ifthmian games were folem- 
nized *, and at thefe the Athenians, who had the regu- 
lar invitation fent them, aflifted in form. The praftices 
of the Chians became here more apparent to them than 
ever. No fooner, therefore, were they returned to A- 
thens, than they put all the needful expedients in rea- 
dinefs, to prevent the fquadron, which was to fail from 
Cenchreas, from pafling undifeovered. 

When the feftival was over, the latter, with one and 
twenty fail, under the command of Alcamenes, ftood 
out to fca in order for Chios. And the Athenians, ad- 
vancing againft them, at firft with an equal number 
of (hips, ftood off again into open fca j but, when the 
Pcloponnefians wouid not follow them far, but ftood 
in to the land, the Athenians difappeared ; for, having 

Vot. II. U amonglt 
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ampngft their number the feven (hips of the Chians, 
they thought it not fafe to truft them. But, having af- 
terwards manned out others, to the amount of thirty- 
fevcn, they drive the enemy along the coaft into Pirtc- 
os of the Corinthians : Thisjs a defart harbour, and 
the laft upon the confines of Epidauria. One Chip, in- 
deed, which the enemy came up with at fea, the Pelo- 
ponnefians Io(l j but ail the reft they draw together to a 
ftation within the harbour. Here the Athenians at- 
. tacked them, on the water with their (hips, and by 
• land with a party (ent purpofely on-(hore. lire attack 
was attended with great confufion, and carried on in a 
dilbrdcrly manner. The party of the Athenians, whiefi 
attacked from the land, difable the bulk of the fqua- 
dron, and kill the commander, Alcamenes *, fome alfo 
of their own people perKhed in the aftion. But, when 
the difpute was ended, they pofted a fufficicut number 
of their (hips to lie facing thofe of the enemy j and 
with the remainder anchor near a little ifle, on which, 
as it lay at a fmall diftance, they form an incampment, 
and fend away to Athens for a reinforcement. 

In favour of the Peloponnefians came up, on the day 
following, not only*rhe Corinthians, but (bon after a num- 
ber allb of others, from the adjacent country, in aid 
of the fquadron ; who, perceiving that the prclervation 
of it would be a work of laborious toil on fo defart a 
coaft, were fadly perplexed. Some argued vehement- 
ly for fetting the (hips on fire ; but at length it was 
concluded to draw them afhore, and, incamping with 
their land-forces round them, to guard them from the 
enemy till fome convenient opportunity ihould offer 
of getting them away. Agis, alfo, when informed 
of their fituation, fent to them Thermo, a citizen 
of Sparta. 

To the Lacedaemonians the firft advice that had been 
fent was this, — that “ the fquadron had fet fail from the 
“ ifthmus i” for orders had been given Alcamenes by 
the Ephorif that, when this point was executed, he 

(hould 
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fhould difpatch a horfeman to them. And immediate- 
ly then they had determined to difpatch away the com- 
mander Chalcidcus, accompanied by Alcibiades, with 
the five Ihips of their own equipment j but, at the in- 
ftant they were ready to move off, the news arrived, — ^ 
that “ the fquadron had been drove into Pirseus.” De- 
jedled by this unexpedled event, becaufe they had ftum- 
bled in the very firft entrance on an Ionian war, they no 
longer perfifted in the defign of lending away their own 
Ihips, byt even thought of recalling fome of thofe 
which were already at fea. But, as this was difeovered 
by Alcibiades, he again perfuades Endiua, and the 0- 
ther Ephori^ by no means intirely to give up the expedi- 
tion j afluring them, that “ by a timely difpatch they 
“ yet might make that ifland, before any information 
“ of the difaller which had befallen the fquadron 
“ could reach the Chians ; and of himfelf, were he 
** once in Ionia, he could eafily effedluate the revolt 
of the cities, by opening their eyes in refpedt to the 
“ wtaknefs of the Athenians and the hearty and vigo- 
“ rous interpofition of the Lacedaemonians, fince on 
“ thefe topics he fhould be heard with greater deference 
“ than any other perfon whatever,” * He alfo privately 
encouraged Endius with the profpe6lof“ great glory to 
“ himfelf, if through him Ionia could be brought to 
“ revolt, and the king be made confederate to Laced^- 
“ mon, whilft Agis had no hand in thefe mafierly 
“ ftrokes of policy for he happened now to be at 
* variance with Agis. By fuch infinuations Alcibiades 

U 2 prevailed 


^ reafons arc here afligned for the variance brtween Alcibiades and Agir, 
Numbers of probable one^ might occur from the different tempers and manners of 
/he perfons ; but we learn, from Plutarch^ that Alcibiades had been intriguing wlih 
the wife of Agis, and had had a fon by her^ wlio was called Lcotychidcr., 
difowned afterwards by Agis and incapacitated from fucc^'cding to the throne, Alti- 
biadcs was always dilfolucc \ atid yet this (it ktm*) was merely to gratiTy his pride, 
fincchc dec)ar»*d his intenrion in this intrigue to have been th^this defeendents might 
reign at Sparta. his fin" gentleman from Athens was exceeding agreeable in the 
eyes uf her Sputan nujclly j even though hit deportmer,t at Sparta was fuch as if he 
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prevailed upon the Ephorizn^ Endius, and failed away 
with the five (hips, in company with Chalcideus, the 
Lacedaemonian *, and the voyage they performed with 
all poflihle expedition. 

About the fame time, the fixteen Ihips, which had 
been at the war of Sicily under the orders of Gylippus, 
regained in fafety the Peloponnefian ports. They had 
been intercepted near Leucadia, and terribly harraffed 
by twenty-feven fail of Athenians, commanded by Hip- 
pocles, the fon of Menippus, who was Rationed there 
to watch the return of the fleet from Sicily. *Yet only 
a Angle Ihip was loft. The reft, efcaping the Athe- 
nian chace, arrived fafe in the harbour of Corinth. 

But Chalcideus and Alcibiades, who were now upon 
their voyage, flopped and detained whatever they met, 
that their courfe might not be divulged : And, touch- 
ing firft at Corycus on the main, and there fetting at 
liberty fuch as they had detained, and gaining a confe- 
rence with fome of the Chians who were privy to their 
defigns, by whom being advifed to make diredlly for 
the harbour of Chios, without any formal notification, 
they arrive there, entirely unexpected by the Chians. 
By this, the many were thrown at once into aftonifh- 
ment and terror j but the few had fo conducted mat- 
ters, that the council was that moment fitting} in which 
Chalcideus and Alcibiades being admitted to fpeech it— 
that many other Ihips are coming up,” — but, fup- 
prefling all mention of the fquadron blocked up at Pi- 
raeus, the Chians declare a revolt from the Athenians *, 
and the Erythrteans foon follow their example. 

So far iucccfsful, they pafled on with three (hips to 
Clazomense, and caufe that city alfo to revolt. In- 
ftantly upon this, the Clazomenians 'crofted over into 
the continent, and fortified Polichne, to be a place of 

had been trained from his birth in the fefere difeipline of Lycurgui. He wti t 
Spartan>*— fbaved ciofe, plunged into cold water,coold make a metl on dry breadiind 
feaft on black broth* One would think, fays Plutarch^ be bad never kept i cook in 
his life, never feen a perfumcri nor ever worn a Milefian robe* Life af Akibiadeti 

fafe 
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fafe refort for themfelvcs, in cafe obliged to quit the 
little iflc they occupied at prefent. Ail the revolters, 
in fliort, were warmly employed in fortifying their 
towns, and making preparations for war. 

At Athens foon the news arrives of the revolt of 
Chios. They were now convinced that horrid and ap- 
parent dangers already environed them about, and that 
the reft of their dependents would not long be quiet, 
when the moft powerful State amongft them had thrown 
off the yoke. Now, therefore, the * thoufand talents, 
which through all the courfe of the war they had reli- 
gioufly refrained from touching, the penalties being 
.difeharged which the law infli<-ted upon him whoftiould 
move, or whoever (hould vote it, amidft their prefent 
confternation, they decreed “ Ihould be employed in 
the public fervice, and that a large number of (hips 
“ (hould by this means be equipped ; — that, farther, 
“ from the fquadron which blocked up Pirteus eight 
“ (hips (hould immediately be detached j” which, ac- 
cordingly, quitting the blockade, purfued the fquadron 
under Chalcideus, bur, being unable to come up with 
them, returned again. This detachment was com- 
manded by Strombichides, the fon<of Diotimus — that 
“ foon after twelve others, under the orders of Thra- 
“ fycles, (hould repair to Chios, there alfo to be de- 
“ cached from the fame blockade.” Having, more- 
over, fetched off the feven velTels belonging to the Chi- 
ans, which alTifted in forming the blockade at Pirasus, 
they fet at liberty the (laves who were on-board them, 
and threw all the freemen into prifon. But, to replace 
the whole number detached from the blockade of the 
Peloponneftans, they loft no time in fitting out other 
vclTels and fending them to that poft. They had alfo 
a feheme for the expeditious equipment of thirty more. 
Qrcat, indeed, was their ardour j and nothing of fmall 

• 193750 /. Sttrlir.g* 

y 3 importance 
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importance was taken in hand, as the point in agitation 
was no lefs than the recovery of Chios. 

In the mean time, Strombichides, with the eight fail 
of fliips, arrived at Samos j and, taking with him one 
Samian veflel, flood onwards to Tcos, and required of 
them “ 10 have no participation in the prefent commo- 
“ tions.” From Chios, alfo, Chakideus was now co- 
ming over to Teos, with a fleet of three and twenty 
fail ; and the land-force of the Clazomenians, and alfo 
of the Erythrxans, attending his motions, was march- 
ing thither by land : Bat Strombichides, havirfg timely 
notice of their approach, put out again before their ar- 
rival. Standing out aloof into open fea, he had a view ^ 
of this numerous fleet in their courfe from Chios *, upon 
which he fled amain to Samos. But the enemy fol- 
lowed in purfuit. 

The Te'ians, who at firft refufed admittance to the 
land-forces, when now the Athenians plainly fled, 
thought proper to open their gates. Here the bulk of 
them were inadlive for a time, attending the return of 
Chakideus from the purfuit. But, when time wore on 
without his appearing, they demolifiied of their own 
accord the wall whif-h the Athenians had built on the 
fide of Teos facing the continent. In this they were 
alfo affifted by a fmall party of Barbarians, who in this 
interval had joined them, and were commanded by 
Tages, the deputy of Tififaphernes. 

But Chakideus and Akibiadcs, when they had chafed 
Strombichides into Samos, having furnilhed the mari- 
ners of the Peloponnefian vcflTels with proper arms, 
leave them as a garrifon in Chios. Having manned 
their veflTels afrelh at Chios, with an addition of twenty 
others, they flood away for Miletus, as meditating its 
revolt. This was owing to Alcibiades i who, having 
an intereft in perfons of the fiift rank among the Mile- 
fians, made it a point to efleduate their accelfion before 
the fleet fiiould come up from Peloponncfus, and to fc- 
curc the whole honour to the Chians and himfelf, and 

Chalcidciis 
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Chalcideus and Endius who had fent him, in purfuance 
of his engagements to work the revolt of the cities with 
the foie powef of the Chians and with Chalcideus. Ha- 
ving therefore performed the greareft part of their voy- 
age thither without being difeovered, and prevented by 
a fmall portion of time Strombichides, and alfo Thra- 
fvcles, who was lately come up from Athens with twelve 
Ihips, and in jundion with the former followed after 
them, they caufc Miletus to revolt. The Athenians, 
indeed, with nineteen fail, arrived upon their heels j 
bur, as the Milefians denied them a reception, they 
took their Ration at Lade, an adjacent ifle. 

. The firft alliance between the king and the Laceda;- 
monians was made immediately after the revolt of Mi- 
Ictus, by TilTaphernes and Chalcideus, as followeth. 


“ON thefe terms the Lacedaemonians and confede- 
“ rates make an alliance with the king and Tiffapher- 
“ nes. — 

“ Whatever region or cities the king poflefTeth, and 
“ the anceflors of the king poflefled, be thofe the 
“ king's. 

“ And, out of thofe cities, whatever fums of money 
“ or any other fupply went to the Athenians, let the 
“ king and the Lacedemonians and confederates jointly 
“ flop, that the Athenians may no longer receive thole 
“ fums of money, nor any other fuch lupply. 

“ And the war againft the Athenians let the king 
“ and the Lacedaemonians and confederates jointly 
“ carry on. 

“ And be it unlawful to put an end to the war a- 
“ gainft the Athenians without the confenc of both the 
“ contracting parties } of the king on one fide, of the 
“ Lacedsemonians and confederates on the other. 

If, farther, any revolt from the king, be they de- 
“ dared enemies to the Lacedasmonians and confedc- 


“ rates. 


U 4 


“ And, 
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“ Andy if any revolt from the Lacedaemonians and 

confederates, be they declared enemies, in the fame 
“ manner, to the king.^' 

This alliance was now formally concluded. 

Immediately after this, the Chians, who had manned 
out ten additional (hips, ftood away to Anasa, being 
defirous to pick up fome information of what was doing 
at Miletus, and at the fame time to caufc the revolt of 
the cities. Here, being reached by an order from Chal- 
cideus to return back to Chios, with an intimation that 
Amorges with a land-army would foon be upon them, 
they failed away to the temple of Jupiter. From hence . 
they defery fixteen (hips, which Diomedon was bring- 
ing up from Athens, from whence he had failed fome- 
what later than Thrafycles. Upon this difeovery they 
fled amain with a Angle (hip to Ephefus, but with the 
reft of their fleet to Teos. Four indeed of the num- 
ber, which their crews had abandoned, the Athenians 
ukc i yet all the hands cfcaped on (horc j but the re- 
mainder reach in fafety the city of the Teians. After 
this, the Athenians ftood away into Samos, But the 
Chians, putting again to fea with the refidue of their 
(hips, and attended by a land-force, caufed Lebedos to 
revolt, and alfo Erae. And, thefe points carried, both 
the land-force and the fquadron returned refpedlively to 
their own homes. 

About the fame time, the twenty fail of Peloponne- 
fians, which had been chafed into Piraeus, and lay 
blocked up there by an equal number of Athenians, 
having made an uncxpcdlcd (ally upon the enemy, and 
got the better in a naval engagement, take four of the 
Athenian (hips j and, failing away for Cenchreae, were 
again flitipg out for the voyage to Chios and Ionia. 
Aftyochus ajfo came down thither from Lacedaemon 
as adrtiiral, in whofe hands the whole command at fea 
was now lodged. 


When 
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When the land-army had quitted Teos, Tiffaphernes 
in perfon came thither with a body, and, after com- 
pletely dcmolilhi'ng thofe parts of the wall before Teos 
which were yet left ftanding, marched away. 

Not long after his departure, Diomedon, arriving 
there with ten fail of Athenians, in order to gain a re- 
ception, made a truce with the Telans. From thence 
he coafted along to Erse, and alTaulted the place ; but, 
not being able to take it, he failed away. 

Coinciding with this in point of time, an infurreftion 
was made at Samos by the people againll the nobility. 
The Athenians, who with three (hips were then lying 
at Samos, alTided the former. On this occafion the 
SzmizTx people malTacred about two hundred perfons, all 
of the nobility. Four hundred others they condemned 
to exile *, and, having divided amongR thenifelves their 
lands and houfes, and obtained from the Athenians a 
decree ot being governed by their own conftitutions, as 
men whofe fidelity was no longer to be fufpeCfed, they 
afiumed the whole civil adminifi ration, leaving no (hare 
of it in the hands of the landed gentry^ and abfolutely 
prohibiting to people z\\ alliance for the future with 
them, fo as neither to give their diughters to them nor 
ever to marry theirs. 

After thefe tranfadions, during the fame fummer, 
the Chians, proceeding with unabating ardour, left no- 
thing undone tocompafs the revolt of the cities. Even 
without Peloponnefian aid they made them vifits with 
their own fingle force ; and, defirous at the fame time 
to involve as large a number as pofTiblc in their own 
dangers, they undertake a voyage with thirteen fail 
of (hips to Lelbos. This fquared exactly with the La- 
cedaemonian plan i which was to make the fecond at- 
tempt upon that ifiand, and from thence to proceed to 
Hcllefpont. The land-force, at the fame time, offuch 
Pcloponnefians as were at hand, and their adjacent allies, 
attended their motions by the route of Clazomcnas and 
Cyme : Thefe were commanded by Eualas, a Spartan ; 
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but the fleet was under the orders of Deixiadas, a native 
of thofe parts. And thofc Ihips, fleering firfl towards and 
arriving at Mcthymne, caufe its revolt.f * * * * * 

But Aftyochus, the Lacedaemonian admiral in chief, 
putting to fea from Cenchreae, where he had taken up- 
on him the command, with four fail of Ihipping, ar- 
rives at Chios. And, the third day after his arrival 
there, twenty- five fail of Athenians, commanded by 
Leon and Diomedon, reached the ifle of Lefbos ; for 
Leon had been lately fent from Athens with a reinforce- 
ment of ten. On the very evening of that day, Aflyo- 
chus put out again to fea, with the addition of one Chi- 
an (hip, and flood away for Lefbos to give them all the , 
afliftance in hi-s power. Accordingly he toucheth firfl at 
Pyrrha, proceeding from thence the day following to 
Ereflus, where information meets him that Mitylene 
had been taken by the Athenians at a Ihout ; for the 
latter, as their arrival was intirely unexpeded, ftanding 
boldly into the harbour, feized at once all the Chian 
veflels ; and then landing, and gaining a vidlory over 
fuch as made head againfl them, became mafters of the 
city. Aftyochus, informed of this event by the Eref- 
fians, and the Chian fhips under the command of Eu- 
bulus from Methymne ; — which, having been left in 
the harbour of that place, had fled at once when Miiy- 
Icne was taken *, three of them came up fafe to Aftyo- 
chus, but one had fallen into the hands of the Athe- 
nians ; — • Aftyochus now defifted from proceeding to 
Mitylene. Having effeduated the revolt of Ereflus, 
and provided the inhabitants with arms, he ordered the 
foldiers from on-board his own fquadron to march by 
land, under the command of Eteonicus, towards An- 
tiflaand Methymne j whilft himfelf, with his own fhips. 
and the three Chian, advanced along the Ihore towards 

•f From what follows it looks as if fome words were wanting here. The 
Latin tranflators have endeavoured to fupply it, thus : — — “ And the Chians, Ica- 

ving four /hips here for the defence of the place, Rood away with the reft 
•• to Mitylene, and caufed it to revolt,’* 

the 
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the fame places. He hoped the Methymneans, upon 
the fight of this fuccour, would refumc their fpirits and 
abide by their revolt. But, when every thing in Lelbos 
feemed to adl: in concert againft his fcheme, he took his 
landmen again on-board, and made the beft of his way 
back again to Chios. The forces, farther, that had 
attended the motions of his fquadron, and which 
were to have proceeded with him to Hellefpont, 
were difmiiTed to their relpedlivc cities. After this, they 
were joined at Chios by fix (hips, which were fent thi- 
ther by the confederate fleet of Peloponnefians aflemblcd 
at Cenchreas. 

The Athenians in the mean time were employed in 
refettling the (late of aflfairs in Lefbos. Standing acrofs 
from thence, and demolilhing Polichne, on the conti- 
nent, lately fortified by the Clazomenians, they remo- 
ved all the latter back again to their city in the ifle, ex- 
cepting fuch as were authors of the revolt ; for thefe 
had retired to Daphnus. And thus Clazomenae once 
more became fubjed to the Athenians. 

The fame fummer, the Athenians, who with twenty 
(hips had (tationed themfclves at Lade to awe Miletus, 
having made a defeent at Panormi^ in the Milefian ter- 
ritory, kill Chalcidcus the Lacedaemonian, who with a 
handful of men endeavoured to repulfe them. The 
third day after this adion, they re-embarked j butfirfl 
creded a trophy ; which the Milefians thought proper 
to demolilh, as not fixed on a fpot which was the pro- 
perty of the vidtors. 

Leon alfo and Diomedon, at the head of the Athe- 
.lian fleet on ttje ftation of Le(bos, alTembling together 
what force they could from the Oinuflas-iflands, which 
lie before Chios, and from Sidufa and Pteleum, for- 
trelTes of their own in Erythraea, flood away from Le(hos 
in a body, and carried on the war by fea againfl the 
Chians. The land-foldiers on-board them were feme 
of the heavy-armed of the public roll of Athens, now 

prelTed into this fervice. At Cardamyle they landed; 

and 
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and at BolilTus, having routed in battle a body of Chi- 
ans that made head againft them, and done great exe- 
cution upon them, they reduced all the places in that 
quarter of the ifland. At Phanae alio they fought a fe- 
tond time with great fuccefs ; and, a third time, at Leu- 
conium. But as, after thele repeated defeats, the Chi- 
ans no longer (hewed tbemlelves in the field to oppofe 
them, the vigors made cruel ravage on that rich and 
fertile country ; and which, from the invafion of the 
Medes to the prefent period of time, had been totally 
exempted from the miferies of war. For, next to the 
Lacedaemonians, the Chians arc the only people who 
(as far as I have been able to obferve) have enjoyed a . 
feries of public profperity with a fteady and uniform mo- 
deration, and, in proportion as their State increafed in 
wealth and power, made fuitable acceflions to its do- 
meftic fplendor and fecurity. Nay, even their late re- 
volt, if this ihould chance to be afcribed to a want of 
judicious and cautionary meafures, they never ventured 
to declare, till they had fortified the hazardous flep with 
numerous and gallant confederates, and faw plainly that 
the Athenians, (as even the Athenians themlHves could 
not polTibly deny,) •after the blow received in Sicily, 
were plunged into the loweft depth of impotence and 
diftrefs. If, therefore, they proved miftaken, it was 
one of thofe cafes infeparable from the conftant muta- 
bility of human affairs, where numbers were involved 
in the fame miftake with themfelves, who yet in their 
judgement were perfectly convinced that the entire ruin 
of Athens was faft approaching. 

Now, therefore, blocked up as they were by fea, 
whilft their lands all around were ravaged by the ene* 
my, a party amongft them were concerting the method 
of delivering up the city into the hands of the Athe- 
nians. But thofe in the adminiflration, getting wind of 
their defign, refrained indeed from making a buttle a- 
bout it in public j but, fetching over Aftyochus, the 
Lacedsmonian admiral in chief, with his four ttiips» 

from 
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from Erythrse, they confulced how to prevent the cxe* 
cution of the plot by the miideft and mod gentle me- 
thods, either by taking hodages for the fidelity of the 
fufpeAed, or fome other fuch cautionary expedients. 
In this pofiure fiood affairs at Chios. 

But, from Athens, in the clofe of the fame fummer, 
one thoufand five hundred heavy-armed Athenians and 
a thoufand Argives, (for, five hundred Argives, who 
were but light-armed, the Athenians had equipped in 
the manner more complete,) with the addition of a thou- 
fand confederates, in eight and forty fail of (hips, in- 
cluding the tranfports of the heavy-armed, and put 
under the command of Phrynichus and Onomacles and 
Skironidas, failed away to Samos, and, thence ilretch- 
ing over to Miletus, encamped themfelves before it. 
The Milcfians marched out into the field, to the a- 
mount of eight hundred heavy-armed, affifted by the 
Peloponnefians who came over with Chalcidcus and a 
body of foreign mercenaries furniflicd by Tiffaphernes. 
Tiffaphernes alfo affifted them in perfon with an aid of 
cavalry : And thus battle was joined againft the Athe- 
nians and confederates. The Argives, of whom a 
whole wing was compofed, advarfted before the reft of 
the line j and, contemning their enemy too much, ai 
lonians and unable to ftand their (hock, they charged 
in a diforderly manner, arc routed by the Milefians, and 
no lefs a number than three hundred of their body are 
deftroyed. But the Athenians beat firft the Pclopon- 
nefians, and then cleared the field of the Barbarians and 
all the rabble of the enemy, yet came not at all to an 
engagement with the Milefians: For the latter, return- 
ing towards the city from the chace of the Argives, no 
fooner perceived that their own fide was vanquilhed than 
they quitted the field of battle. The Athenians, there- 
fore, as vidfors, pofted themfelves under the very wails 
of Miletus. It is obfervable, that, in this battle, the 
lonians had on both fidcs the better of the Dorians ; For 

the Athenians beat thofe Peloponnefians who were 

ranged 
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ranged againft them ; and the MileHans did the fame 
by the Argives. But now, after ereAing a trophy, as 
the town was feated on an ifthmus, the Athenians were 
preparing to cut it off by a work of circumvallation *, 
concluding that, “ if they once could get poffelfion of 
“ Miletus, they fiiould eafily complete the redudfion 

of the other 

It was now about the (hut of evening, and advice is 
brought them that “ five and fifty fail of (hips from 
“ Pcloponnefus and Sicily are only not at hand.” For, 
from Sicily, where Hermocrates the Syracufan ftrenu- 
oufly adviied to go on with what yet remained in re- 
gard to the total demolition of the Athenians, twenty 
(ail of Syracufans and two of Selinunrians came over. 
The Peloponnefian fleet, which had been fitting out, 
was now ready for fervice *, and both thele were fent 
out in conjundion, under the orders of Theramencs the 
Lacedaemonian, who was to carry them to Aftyochus 
the admiral in chief. They arrived firft at Eleus, an 
ifland before Miletus. Being there informed that the 
Athenians lay before Miletus, they departed thence*, 
and, fleering firft into the gulf of lafus, were defirous 
to pick up information how things went at Miletus. 
Alcibiades had now rode to Teichiuflfa in the Milefian ; 
in which quarter of the gulph the fleets had come to 
anchor for the night, and receive there a full account 
of the battle. Alcibiades had been prefent at it, and 
had given his alfiftance to the Milefians and TilTapher- 
nes. He therefore earncftly prelTcd them, “ unlefs 
“ they were defirous to fee all Ionia loft, and all their 
“ great expedations blafted at once, to repair with all 
“ polTible expedition to the fuccour of Miletus, and by 
“ no means to fufl’er it to be invefted by a circumval- 
“ lation.” In purfuance of this it was refolved, that at 
the firft dawn of day they would (land away to its fuc- 
cour. 

But Phrynichus, the Athenian commander, when 
advifed from Lerus of the certain arrival of this united 

fleet. 
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fleet, even though his collegucs declared openly for 
keeping their ground and hazarding an engagement by 
fea, protefted boldly, that “ luch a ftep, for his own 
“ parr, he could not take; and, were he abletohin- 
“ dcr it, that neither they nor any one Ihould force 
“ him to it : For, fince it would be afterwards in their 
“ power, when they had got better intelligence of the 
“ numbers of the enemy, and made what polfible ac- 
“ celTjons they could to their own, and when they had 
“ prepared for adion in an ample and leifurely man- 
“ ner, — fince it would be ftill in their power to fight, 
“ the dread of a (hameful or reproachful imputation 
“ fliould not bend him to rilk an engagement againft 
“ his judgement. It could be no matter of reproach 
“ to the Athenians to retire with their fleet when the 
“ exigences of time required it ; but, in every refped, 
“ it would be highly reproachful to them fliould they 
“ fight and be vanquiflied. He would not, therefore, 
“ involve the State^ not only in reproach, but in the 
“ greateft of dangers i— the State which, but juft now 
“ refpiring from the terrible blows it had received, 
fcarce thought it prudential with moft ample prepa- 
“ ration to choofe voluntary hazards, or even, when 
the laft neceflity demanded, to ftr;ke firft at theenc- 
“ my, — why now, when no necelfity compelled* muft 
“ it be thrown into wilful fpontancous dangers He 
exhorted them, therefore, “ without lofs of time to 
“ carry the wounded on-board, to re embark rheir 
“ troops, and, fecuring what baggage they had brought 
“ along with them, to leave behind what booty they 
“ had got from the enemy, that their (hips might not 
“ be too deeply laden, and make the beft of their way 
“ to Samos ; and from thence, after collecting together 
“ what additional force they could, to watch for and 
“ feizc the feafons of advantage to attack their foes.” 
The advice of Phrynicus, thus given, was prevailing, 
and accordingly was put in execution. He was regar- 
ded, not only on the prelenc but on future occafions, 
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' non only for this, but all the fubfequent ififtMces of his 
coodiid, ' as a man of an excellent underftandiqg. 

In purfoance of this, the Athenians, fo foon as the 
evening was cloied, made the beft of their way to Mile<« 
tus, and left the vidlory imperfedl. And the Argives, 
without making the leaft liay, chagrined as they were 
at their late defeat, departed immediately from Samos 
to return to Argos. 

The Peloponnefians, early the next dawn, weighing 
from TeichiuiTa, (land into Miletus* After one day’s 
Bay in that harbour, on the next, having aogntented 
their fquadron with the Chian (hips which had formerly 
been chaced in company withChalcideus, they determU 
ned to go back again to Teicliiulfa to fetch off what 
(lores they had landed there. Accordingly, when they 
were thus returned, Tiflaphernes, being come up with 
his land-army, perfuades them to (land diredlly againft 
lafus, in which his enemy Amorges at that ioftant lay. 
Thus, falling on lafus by furprife, the inhabitants 
of which expelled none but an Athenian fquadron, 
they become mailers of it. In this aflion the Syracu- 
(ans were the perfons who gained the greateft honour. 
Amorges, farther, the badard-fon of PidUthnes, who 
was a revoiter from the king, was taken prifoner by the 
Peloponnefians. They delivered him up to TiiTapher- 
nes, that if he pleafed he might fend him to the king, 
in obedience to his orders, lafus, farther, they put to 
the fack *, and the army made on this occafion a very 
large booty, for this city had ever been remarkable for 
its wealth. They gave quarter to the auxiliaries in the 
(ervice of Amorges ; and, without committing the lead 
iofult upon them, took them into their own troops, as 
the bulk of them were Peloponnefians. They deliver- 
ed up the town into the hands of Tififa^hernes, as like- 
wife all the prifoners, whether (laves or freemen, itpon 
covenant to receive from him a * Daric (later for each. 

• lA i»i. yl. {. 

This 
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This being done, they again repaired to Miletus ; and 
from hence they detach Paedaricus, the Ton of Leon, 
whom the Lacedaemonians had fent exprefsly to be go- 
vernor of Chios, to march over land to Erythrae, ha- 
ving under his command the auxiliaries who had ferved 
under Amorges ; and appoint Philippus to command at 
Miletus. And the fummer ended. 

The winter now fucceeding, after Tiflaphernes had 
garrifoned and proviiied for the fecurity of lafus, he re- 
paired to Miletus, and diftributed a month’s fubfiftence, 
in purfuance of his engagements at Lacedaemon, to all 
the (hips, at the rate of an *Attic drachma to each ma- 
, finer by the day; but for the remainder of time he de- 
clared he would only pay at the rate of Jthree oboli, till 
he had confulted the king'% pleafure ; and, in cafe his 
matter’s orders were for it, he faid, he would make it 
up a complete But, as Hermocrates, the Sy- 

racufan commander, remonttrated lharply againtt this 
ufage, (for Theramenes, not regarding himfclf as ad- 
miral, fince he was now at the head of the fleet merely 
to carry it up to Aftyochus, was very indolent about the 
article of pay,) it was at length compromifed, that ex- 
cepting the five fupernumerary (hips, the crews of the 
reltlhould receive more than three oko/i a man : For to 
the five and fifty (hips he paid f three talents a month ; 
VoL. II. X and, 

• 7<i. 1. 

^ Half a drachma* 

There is manifelHy a fault here • for tbree, in the original, fhould be read 
TpiUJCoyla, thirtyj talents a month* Mr, Hobbes hath taken the pains to compute, 
and finds that the Peloponnrlian Ihips carried eighteen men apitcc. What f only fo 
fmall a crevy as eighteen men for a /hip of war with three banks oF oars ? or, where 
the complement was perhaps two hundred, did Ti/Taphernes only pay a tenth part of 
that number ? Xenophorty in thcfiril book of his Creek niftory, enables us to /et all to 
rights, Lyfandcr is negotiating with Cyrus for an »ncrcafe of pay. Cvius infuts upon 
the former agreement, made by fiffaphernes, that every /h»p /hould receive but 
thirty mira a month. The daily pay of each was of courfc one miva^ or one hun- 
dred drachmas : Whence it appears, that, at three obo/i, or half a drachma, a man, the 
pay of fixty /hips, each cari\ing two hundred mtn, would be juft thirty e/./r. 
Thirty taIm(s,thcv:tQic,^:.id lo riliy-fivc jhips for a month, was two ta/cru an a >a 



3o6 the PELOPONNESIAN WAR. B.VIIL 
and, for the reft, as many as exceeded that number, 
pay was to be furnilhed at the rate of only three obeli a 
day. 

The fame winter, the Athenians now lying at Samos 
had been reinforced by the arrival of five and thirty fail 
from Athens, under the command of Charminus, and 
Strombichides, and Eudemon j and they had farther 
afiembied all their fhips from Chios, and others. A 
relblucion was therefore taken, after afligning each his 
peculiar command by lot, to make up again!! it with a 
naval force, and awe Miletus \ but to fend againft Chios 
both a naval and a land force; and this accordingly 
they put in execution. For, in fad, Strombichides, . 
and Onomacles, and Eudemon, with a fquadron 
of thirty fail and a body of traniports, which had on- 
board a detachment from the thoufand heavy-armed 
which came againft Miletus, flood away for Chios, as 
this Icrvice had fallen to them by lot ; but the reft of the 
commandets who now remained at Samos, having un- 
der them feventy-four fhips, were quite lords of the fea, 
and fai cd boldly up to awe Miletus. 

Aftyochus, who happened at this jundure to be in 
Chios, fcleding hoftages as a prevention againft treache- 
ry, thought proper for the prefent to defift, when he 
heaid of the arrival of the fquadron under Theramenes, 
and that their engagements with TilTaphernes were 


above three choli a day. And hence it feems pretty clear, that the complement 
a f’eioponncfian (hip of war was two hundred men. 

I have another proof at hand, which will confirm what hath already been faid^ 
and feive at the fame time to afeertain the number of men on-board a ihip of war. 
in the fixth book Thucydidcf fays, the Egefieans brought to Athens fixty taknts^ as 
a mouth's pay lor fixty fliips. He f^iysalfojthat in theSicilian expedition jhc daily pay 
of the Athenian feamen was raifed to a drachma a man. Now a taknt a month# 
reckoning thirty day* to the month, is two mina a day ^ and two mina arc jufi two 
hundred drachmat. Hence, it is plain, the compUment oi an Athenian fhip was two 
hunored men j and, according to the former computation, that of a Peloponnefian 
fhip was, as might rcafonably be expelled, exaAIy the fame. This is a farther con- 
firmation that there is a mifiakc in the printed copies of the original, as was faid 
above j where, inftead oi three talenUy which amount but to 5&1/, ^s»Jier/lngf fhould 
have been read thirty ta/entt, amounting in Englifli money to 581a/. xoi. 

much 
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much altered for the better. But, taking with him ten 
fail of Peloponnefians and ten of Chians, he putteih to 
fca; and, having made an attempt upon Pteleum, 
though without fuccels, he crofled over to Clazornenas. 
He there fummoned fuch of the inhabitants as were at- 
tached to the Athenians to remove with their effects up 
to Daphnus, and leave him in poflcflion of the place; 
Tamus, farther, the fub-governor of Ionia, joined with 
him in the fummons. But, when the inhabitants re- 
jedled this offer, he made an affault upon the city, 
which had no fortifications; yet, mifearrying in the at- 
tempt, he put off again to fca in a hard gale of wind, 
and reached, with thofe (hips that kept up with him, to 
Phocea and Cyme ; but the reft of the Icjuadron was 
by ftrefs of weather forced over to the ifles which lie 
near to Clazomenae, — — Marathufa, and Pele, and Dri- 
muffa ; and, whatever effedls belonging to the Clazo- 
menians had by way of fecurity been depofitcd there, 
during eight days continuance, which the ftormy wea- 
ther obliged them to ftay; they partly plundered and 
partly deilroyed ; and, having fecured their booty on- 
board, got away to Phocea and Cyme, and joined Af- 
tyochus. Hut, whilft he was yet in this ftation, erabal- 
fadors reach him from the Lefbians, imparting to him 
their defires to revolt. Him, indeed, they perluaile ; 
but, when the Corinthians and the reft of the confede- 
rates declared their repugnance, becauie of the former 
mifearriage, he weighed from thence and made fail for 
Chios. And now, a ftorm difperfing his jquadron, at 
laft they all come in, though from different quarters to 
which they had been driven, and rejoin him at Chios. 

The next ftep to this was the jundlion of P^daritus; 
who, being now at Erythree, after marching by land 

from Miletus, pafl'ed over in perfon with the troops un- 
der his command to Chios. He had alio with him a- 

bout five hundred loldiers, taken out of the five fh^ips 

under Chalcideus, who had been left behind with their 


arms. 

X 2 


But 
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But now, the Lelbians notifying again their readi- 
nefs to revolt, Allyochus, in a conference with Paeda- 
ritus and the Chians, “ maintains the neceflity of go- 
“ ing thither with a fquadron to fupport the revolt of 
“ Lcfbos ; fince, in confequence of it, they muft ei- 
“ thcr enlarge the number of their confederates, or, 

“ even though mifcarrying in the defign, muft hurt 
“ the Athenians’” But they were deaf to this remon- 
llrancc ; and Fsdaricus pofitively declared that he 
Ihould not be attended by the ftiips of Chios. Upon 
this, taking with him five fail of Corinthians,' a fixth 
Ibip belonging to Mcgara, and one more of Hermionc, 
and all the Laconian which he himfelf brought thither, , 
he flood away from thence to his ftation at Miletus, 
uttering grievous threats againft the Chians, that, 
“ how low loever they might be reduced, they fhould 
never receive any fuccour from him.” Accordingly, 
touching firfl at Corycus of Erythrte, he moored there 
for the night. The Athenians, who, from Samos, 
with a confidcrablc ftrength, were now bound againft 
Chios, were lying at the fame inftant of time on the 
other fide of the cape, but lo ftationed that neither 
patty knew of the Rearnefs of the other. At this junc- 
ture, a letter being delivered from Pasdaritiis, that “ a 
“ party of Erythraeans, who had been prifoners at Sa- 
“ nios and releafed from thence, are coming to Ery- 
“ thrae to betray that place,” Aftyochus puts out a- 
gain immediately for Erythras ; and thus narrowly, on 
this occafion, did he efcape falling into the hands of 
the Athenians. Psedaritus, farther, had made the paf- 
fage upon this affair *, and both having joined in ma- 
king all neceffary enquiries about thofe who were accu- 
led of this piece of treachery, when they found the 
whole to have been a plot of the prifoners at Samos 
merely to recover their liberty, they pronounced them 
innocent, and fo departed ; the latter to Chios ; but the 
other, in purfuance of his firft defignation, made the 
belt of his way to Miletus. 


In 
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In the mean time, the armament of the Athenians, 
having failed round from Corycus to Arginum, faiis 
in with three long veflcls of the Chians, and no fooncr 
had defcried than they gave them chacc. Ai^d now a 
violent ftorm arifeth, and the veflcls of the Chians with 
great difficulty efcape into harbour : But, of the Athe- 
nian fquadron, three, which had moft brifkly followed 
the chace, are difabled and drive alhorc at the city of 
the Chians : The crews of them were partly made pri- 
Ibners, ^nd partly put to the fword. The reft of the 
fleet got into a I'afc harbour, which is known by the 
name of Phoenicus, under the Mimas, From hence 
they afterwards took their courfe to Lefbos, and got all 
in readinefs to raife fortifications. 

From Peloponncfus, the fame winter, Hippocrates 
the Lacedaemonian, putting out to lea, with ten fail of 
Thurians commanded by Doricus, the fon of Diagoras, 
and two collegues, with one fliip of Laconia and one of 
Syracufe, arriveth at Cnidus. This place was now in 
revolt from Tiflaphernes. Thofe at Miletus were no 
fooner advifed of the arrival of this fquadron, than they 
fent them orders, with one moiety of their fhips to keep 
guard upon Cnidus, and with the other to poft them- 
felves at the Triopium, in order to take under their 
convoy the trading-velfels which wtre in their courfe 
from Egypt. The Triopium is a point in the territory 
of Cnidus, jutting out into the fea, and a temple of 
Apollo. But the Athenians, informed of their deligns, 
and ftanding away from Samos, take fix of the fliips 
which were ftationed at the Triopium ; The crews, in- 
deed, quit their fliips, and reach the fhore. This be- 
ing done, the vigors failed diredly to Cnidus ; and, 
making an aflaiilt upon that city which was quite un- 
fortified, had very nearly taken it. On the next day 
they renewed the affaulc. Yet, as the inhabitants had 
taken care to make it more fecure by favour of the 
night, and the men cfcapcd from the veflfels taken at 
Tfiopium had thrown themfelves into the place, tiiey 

X 3 did 
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did Icfs damage than on the preceding day. After 
fcouring and laying wafte the territory of Cnidus, they 
failed back to Samos. 

About. the fame time, Aftyochus having rejoined the 
fleet at Miletus, the Peloponncfians were ftill abound- 
ing in all the needful expedients of war. Good pay 
was regularly advanced them, and the foldiers had 
Hore of money yet remaining of the rich booty they 
made at lafus. The Milcfians, farther, fuftained with 
alacrity the burden of the war. It was, however, the 
opinion of the Peloponnefians, that the firfl: treaty made 
with Tiflaphernes by Chalcideus was in fomc articles 
defedive and lefs advantageous to themfelves. Upon • 
this they drew up and ratified a fecond in the prefence 
of Theramenes. The articles of it are thefc : 


** STIPULATED, by the Lacedaemonians and 
“ confederates, with king Darius and the fons of the 
“ king and Tiflaphernes, that peace and amity fubfill 
“ on the following conditions ; 

“ Whatever province or city foever belongeth to 
king Darii s, or did belong to his father or anceflors, 
“ againll them in a hoftilc manner not to march, and 
no injury to do, are bound both Lacedaemonians and 
“ confederates of the Lacedaemonians. Not to exaft 
“ tribute from any fuch places, are bound both Lace- 
“ daemonians and confederates of the Lacedaemonians. 

Neither (haU king Darius, nor any fubjeft of the 
“ king^ march in a hoftile manner againft, nor do any 
“ injury to the Lacedaemonians and confederates. 

“ Rut, in cafe the Lacedaemonians or confederates 
“ need any afliftance whatever from the king ; or the 
“ king from the Lacedaemonians and confederates •, 
“ whatever either party can convince the other to be 
right, let that be done. 

“ Be the war againft the Athenians and confederates 
carried on by both parties in ftridl conjundlion. And, 

“ in 
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“ in cafe an accommodation be taken in hand, be it 
“ fettled by both parties ading in conjundion. 

“ But, whatever army' be brought into the territo- 
“ ries of the king at the requefl and fummons of the 

king, the king to defray the expence. 

“ And, if any of the States, comprehended in this 
“ league with the king, invade the territories of the 
“ kingy the others to oppofe and ad with all their power 
“ in defence of the king. 

“ And, if any province belonging to the king, or 
“ fubje*d to his dominion, invade the territory of the 
“ Lacedemonians or confederates ; the king to oppofe, 
. “ and with all his power to defe^ the party invaded.” 

When the finilhing-hand was put to this treaty, 
Thcramenes, after delivering up the fleet to Aftyo- 
chus, puts to fca in a fly-boat, and entirely difappears. 

But the Athenians fiom Lelbos, having now made 
their palTage and landed their forces in Chios, and be- 
ing mailers of the coalt and fea, fortified Delphinium ; 
a place remarkably flrong by nature towards the land, 
abounding, farther, with harbours, and fcated at no 
confiderable dillancc from thccity«of the Chians. And 
now the Chians, difpirited by the many defeats they 
had already received, and, what is worfe, far from be- 
ing adluated by general unanimity, (bur, on the con- 
trary, Tydeus tlie Ionian and his adherents having 
been lately put to death by Paedaritus for atticizing, 
and the reft of the citizens obliged by neccftjty to fub- 
mit to i\it few, each individual amongft them iufpcdf- 
ing his neighbour,) — the Chians now remained quite 
inadlive. Thus, for the reafons above-mentioned, they 
neither looked upon themfcives, nor the auxiliaries un- 
der Pasdaritus, as a match for the enemy. Yet, as 
their laft refource, they fend to Miletus, requefting Af- 
tyochus to come over to their luccour. But, as he was 
deaf to their intreaties, Faedaritus fends a letter to i^a- 
cedasmon about him, which accufed him of injufticc. 

X 4 -And 
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And to this fituation were brought the Athenian affairs 
at Chios. 

Their fquadron alfo at Samos made feveral vifits to 
the fquadron of the enemy at Miletus ; but, as the lat- 
ter reiuled to come out to engage them, they returned 
again to Samos, without committing any hollilities. 

From Peloponncfus, in the fame winter, twenty- 
feven lail of fhips, equipped by the Lacedjemonians 
for Fharnabazus, at the inftances of his agents, Calli- 
gitus the Megarean and Timagoras the Cyzicenc, put 
out to fca, and made over to Ionia, about the Tolftice. 
Antifthenes the Sparran was on-board as admiral. With 
him the Lacedemonians fent alfo eleven Spartans, to 
be a comcii to Altyo^s ; in the number of whom was 
Lichas, the fon of Arcefilaus. To thefe an order was 
given, that, “ when arrived at Miletus, they fhould 
“ in concert ad in all refpeds as might be beft for the 
“ fervice; and this fquadron, or one equal in ftrength, 
“ or larger or (mailer, at their own dilcretion, fhould 
“ proceed to Hcllefpont for the fervice of Fharnabazus, 
“ and be fent away under the command of Clearchus 
“ the fon of Ramphias, who accompanied them in the 
“ voyage •, and, in cafe it was judged expedient by the 
council of eleven^ todifmifs Aftyochus from the chief 
“ command, and fubftitute Antiflhenes.” On account 
of the letters of Faedaritus, they began to fufped the 
former. This fquadron, therefore, (landing out to 
lea from Malea, arrived firfl at Melos ; and, falling in 
with ten fail of Athenians, they take and burn three of 
them, which their crews had abandoned. But, appre- 
henfive that thofe Athenian fhips which had cfcaped 
might advertife the fleet at Samos of their approach, as 
was actually the cafe, they ftretched away for Crete ; 
and, for belter fecurity, keeping a good look-out, and 
taking more time, they made land firft at Caunus of 
Afia. From thence, as being now beyond the reach of 
danger, they dilpatch a meflenger to the fleet at Mil<J* 
tus, to attend and bring them up. 
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But, about the fame jundure of time, the Chians 
and Psedaritus, not bearing to acquiefce under the di- 
latory anfwers of Aftyochus, preffed him, by repeated 
meflages, “ to come over with the whole of his force, 
“ and relieve them from the prefcnt blockade i and by 
“ no means to look indolently about him, whilftthc 
** moft important of the confederate States in Ionia was 
“ (hut up by fea, and by land expofed to rapines.” 
For, the domcftics of the Chians, — being many in 
number, nay, the largeft that any one community ex- 
cept the Lacedaemonians kept, and accuftomed, bc- 
caufe of their multitude, to be punifhed with extraor- 
dinary feverity for their mifdemcanors, — - no (boner 
judged that the Athenian forces,’ by throwing up works, 
had gained a lure footing in the ifland, than large num- 
bers of them at once deferted to the enemy, and were 
afterwards the perfons who, as perfedly well acquainted 
with the country, committed the hcavielt depredations. 
The Chians, therefore, urged, that “ the laft necedity 
called upon him, whilft yet there was hope or a pol- 
‘‘ fibility of fuccefs remaining, (the works round Del- 
“ phinium yet incomplete, and a larger circle even ftill 
to be taken in and fortified lor»the fecurity of the 
“ camp and the fleet,) to undertake their relief.” Upon 
this, Aflyochus, who, to verify his threats, had never 
before thought ferioufly about it, being now convinced 
that the whole confederate body was bent on their pre- 
fervation, determined in perfon to go to their fuccour. 

But, juft at this crifis, advice is brought him from 
Cauniis, that “ twenty-leven fail of fliips and the af- 
“ fiftant-council of Laccdsemonians are arrived.” Con- 
cluding, upon this, that every other point ought to be 
poflponcd to this large reinforcement, that his juniflion 
with it might be effected in order to inveft them with 
the fovereignty of the fea, and that the Lacedaemonians 
who came to infpetfl: his own conduct nnight fecurely 
finilli their voyage j throwing up immediately all con- 
cern for Chios, he (ailed away for Caunus. But, a- 
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ving landed in his pa0age at Cos Meropidis, the inha- 
bitants of which had refuged themfelves in the moun- 
tains, he rifled the city, which was quite unfortified, 
and had lately been tumbled into ruins by an earth- 
quake, the greateft that had been felt there in the me- 
mory of us now living. By excurfions, alfo, through 
all the country, he made prize of all he found, except- 
ing Teamen *, for Tuch he difmiflfed unhurt. 

From Cos advancing by night to Cnidus, he is dif- 
fuaded by the Cnidians from landing his men j^bur, on 
the contrary, without lofs of time to get out to Tea, and 
make head againfl: twenty fail of Athenians, which 
Charminus, one of the commanders from Samos, had . 
under his orders, and with them was watching the ap- 
proach of the twenty-feven fail coming up from Pelo- 
ponnefus, which Aftyochus was now going to join. 
For they at Samos had received from Miletus advice 
of their coming, and Charminus was appointed to 
cruife for them about Cyme, and Chalce, and Rhodes, 
and the coaft of Lycia ; and by this time he knew, for 
a certainty, that they were lying at Caunus. 

Aftyochus, therefore, without lofs of time, ftood a- 
way for Cyme, wie^i a view to furprife the Ihips of the c- 
nemy at fea before they could get any advice of his ap- 
proach, A heavy rain and thick cloudy weather occa- 
iioned the difperfion of his vefTels in the dark, and fadly 
difordered him. 

When morning broke, the fleet being widely fepara- 
ted and the left wing driven already within the view 
of the Athenians, the remainder yet driving in confu- 
fion about the ifland, Charminus and the Athenians 
launch out againft them with all poflible expedition, 
though with fewer than twenty fail, imagining this to 
be the fquadron from Caunus whofe approach they were 
to obferve ; and, proceeding inftantly to adion, they 
funk three and dilabled others. They had by far the 
better in the adion, till the numerous remainder of hof- 
tilc (hips appeared, to their great confternation, and in- 

compafTcd 
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compaiTed them round on all Tides. Then, taking to 
ope'n flight, they loft fix of their (hips ; but with the 
remainder reach in Tafety the iflc of Tcuglufla, and 
from thence proceed to Halicarnaffus. 

This being done, the Peloponnefians, putting back 
to Cnidus, and the twenty-fcven Tail from Caunus com- 
pleting here their jundlion with them, they put out a- 
gain to Tea in one body j and, after ereding a trophy 
at Cyme, returned again to their anchorings at Cni- 
dus. 

The Athenians, on the other hand, had no fooner 
been informed of the engagements of the fquadrons, 
than with the whole of their fleet they put out from Sa- 
mos, and made the beft of their way to Cyme. And 
yet againft the fleet at Cnidus they made no Tallies, as 
neither did the enemy againft them ; but, after taking 
up the tackling of the veflels left at Cyme, and making 
an aflault upon Lorima on the continent, they returned 
to Samos, 

I'he whole united fleet of the Peloponnefians, now 
lying at Cnidus, was buTy in refitting completely for 
fervice ; and the Lacedaemonian council of eleven had a 
conference with TifTaphernes, who was now come to 
them, in which they notified to him their difiikc of Tome 
things in paft tranladions \ and, in regard to the future 
operations of war, debated in what manner they might 
be carried on for their*joint benefit and convenience. 
But Lichas was the perTon who Tcrutinized moft cIoTely 
into the paft, and expreflfed a difTatisfatflion with both 
treaties; affirming, that “ even the laft fettled by The- 
** ramcnes was far from being good ; but that terrible 
“ it would be, fliould the king now claim, upon that 
“ pretext, the pofTclfion of that trad of country of which 
“ either he or his anceftors had formerly been mafters: 
“ For thus he might be enabled once more to inflave 
“ all the iflands, and Theflfaly, and Locri, quite as far 
“ as Bceotia ; whilft the Lacedfemonians, inftcad 
** of freeing, would be obliged to impoTe the Median 

« Tubjedion 
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“ fubjeftion on, the Grecians. He infifted, therefore, 
“ that a better treaty fhould be made, or at lealt the 
“ former (hould be inftantly difannulled ; for on terms 
“ like the prefent they would fcorn to take pay from 
“ the king** Nettled at this, Tiflaphcrncs.wcnt from 
them in a fit of cholcr, without bringing affairs to any 
kind of fettlement. 

The fcheme now next in agitation was a voyage to 
Rhodes, which the moft powerful perfons there had by 
embaffies folicited them to undertake. They were full 
of hopes to bring into their fubjedion an ifland by no 
means inconfiderabie either for number of mariners or 
foldiers •, and at the fame time judged themi'elves able, 
by their prefent alliances, to defray the expence of their 
fleet without requeuing pay from TiflTaphernes. Ac- 
cordingly, this winter, with great difpatch, they put to 
lea from Cnidus ; and, arriving firft at Camirus, on 
the Rhodian coafl, with ninety-four (hips, they ftruck 
a confternation into the multitude^ who knew nothing 
of paft tranfadions, and were the fooner tempted to a- 
bandon their dwellings as the city was not guarded by 
the leaft fortification. The Lacedaemonians, after- 
wards, fummoning'vo a conference thefe, and the Rho- 
dians alfo from two other cities, Lindus and lelyfus, 
perfuaded them to revolt from the Athenians. Rhodes 
accordingly went over to the Peloponnefians. 

At the fame jundure of tinfe, the Athenians, who 
had difeovered their defign, put out with their fleet 
from Samos, earnefliy bent on preventing the fcheme. 
They were feen indeed out at fea by the enemy, but 
made their appearance a little too late. For the prefent, 
therefore, they put back to Clialcc, and from thence to 
Samos ; and afterwards, making frequent trips from 
Chalce, and Cos, and Samos, they warred againff 
Rhodes. 

The Peloponnefians exaded from the Rhodians a 
fum amounting to about * two and thirty talents ; and, 

* 6zoo/. St tr ling. 


having 
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having laid their fhips aground, continued with them 
eighty days without fubjeding them to any farther im- 
poiition. 

During this interval of time, nay, extended farther 
back, before they undertook this enterprife againft 
Rhodes, the following tranfadion happened : 

Alcibiades, after the death of Chalcideus and the bat- 
tle of Miletus, falling under the fulpicion of the Pelo- 
ponnefians, and through them a letter having been fent 
from l^accdaemon to Altyochus to put him to death, — 
for he was an enemy to Agis, and his treachery in other 
refpeds was become notorious, — Alcibiades, I lay, 
fearful of his life, withdraws himfelf firfl: to TilTapher- 
nes, and, in the next place, did all in his power to un- 
dermine what intereft the PeloponntTians had in him. 
Grown at length his didator in every affair, he abridged 
their pay ; that, inftead of an Attic * drachma^ three 
boll only fhould be given them, and tint too with no 
punduality. He advifed Tiflaphernes to remonftrate 
with them, that “ the Athenians, who through a long 
“ trad of time had gained experience in naval affairs, 
“ paid only three ohoii to their fcamen, — not fomuch 
“ through a principle of frugality, *as to prevent their 
“ fcamen from growing inlblenc through too much 

plenty *, Ibme of them would otherwife render their 
“ bodies lefs fit for fatigue, by having wherewithal to 
“ purchale thofe pleal'urcs by which weaknels is occa- 
“ fioned i and others would deferr, and leave their ar- 
“ rears to balance their delcrtion.** Me inftruded him, 
farther, how, by fcalonable gratuities to the comman- 
ders of mips and generals of the he might per- 

iuade them all to acquicfcc in his proceedings, except- 
ing the Syracufans ; for, amongll thefe, Hermocrates 
alone made loud remonltrances in bchall of the whole 
alliance. Nay, Alcibiades himfclt took upon him to 
give the denial to iucli ^taia as petitioned tor money j 


making 
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making anfwer himfclf, inftead of Tiffaphernes, that, 
for inftance, “ the Chians were void of all fhame ; 
“ who, though the niioft wealthy of the Grecians, and 
hitherto preferved by the auxiliary efforts of others, 
“ yet are ever requiring ftrangers to expofe their lives 
“ and fortunes to keep them free.” As for other 
States, he maintained “ they adlcd bafely, if, when 
“ fubjeded to vaft expences before they revolted from 
“ the Athenians, they rcfuled to lay out as much, nay, 
“ a great deal more, in their own defence.” He was 
alfo dextrous at proving, that “ I'iflaphernes, fincc 
“ now he fupported the war at his own private ex- 
“ pence, was in the right to be frugal ; but alTurcdly, , 
“ when returns were made him fiom the king, he 
“ would makeup the prefent abatement of pay, and do 
“ ftridjuftice to every fingle He farther fug- 

gefted to TifTaphernes, that “ he fhould not be too 
“ much in a hurry to bring the war to aconclufion i or 
“ entertain the willi, either by bringing up the Phoe- 
“ nician fleet which he had provided, or by taking in- 
“ to pay a larger number of Grecians, to turn the lupe- 
“ riority at land and lea in favour of the Lacedzemo- 
“ nians. He ougiSt rather to leave both parties pretty 
“ nearly balanced in ftrength •, and fo enable the king, 
“ when one of them became troublefome, to let the o- 
“ ther party loofe againft them : Whereas, fhould the 
dominion in both elements be given exclufively to ci- 
“ ther, he would then be diftrefled for want of fuffi- 
“ cient power to pull down the triumphant State-, un- 
“ lefs, at a prodigious expence, and through infinity 
“ of danger to himlelf, he fhould choofe to enter the 
“ lifts in perfon and war them down. I he rifks incur- 
“ red by the other method were far more eligible, bc- 
“ caulc attended with a Imaller proportion of expence *, 
“ and his matter might lie by with perfcift lecuriiy, 
whilft he was wearing out the Grecians by their own 
“ reciprocal embroilments.” He moreover hinted to 
him, that “ the Athenians were the bell I'uiied of the 
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“ two to (hare the dominion with him *, bccaufc they 
“ were lefs dcfirons of power on the continent, and by 
“ their peculiar turn of politics and military condud 
“ were better adapted for this purpofe. They would 
“ be glad, at the fame time, to fubdue the maritime 
“ parts to their own yoke, and to that of the king all 
“ Grecians whatever who live upon the continent. The 
“ Lacedxmonians, on the contrary, came thither with 
“ the foie palTion to fet them free ; nor in common 
“ prudence could it be judged likely; that men^ who 
“ were *this moment employed to deliver Grecians from 
“ the yoke of Grecians, would in that cafe be ftopped by 
“ any thing but a fuperior force Irom delivering them al- 
“ fo from the yoke of barbarians.” He advifed him, 
therefore,* “ in the fir ft place to wear out the ftrength 
“ of both; and, after clipping as much as poffible the 
“ wings of the Athenians, then inftantly to drive the 
“ Peloponncfians from oflf his coafts.*’ 

The larger part of this advice TilTaphernes deter- 
mined to tollow, fo far at leaft as may be gathered 
from his aftions : For, fatisfied by this means with Al- 
cibiades, as a perfon who on thefe points gave him 
found advice, and refigning himfelf up to his gui- 
dance, he paid but forrily their lubfiftence to the Pclo- 
ponnefians, and would not fuffer them to engage at fea. 
By the conftant pretext that the Phoenician fleet was 
coming up, and then with fo great a fuperiority of 
ftrength the war might be brought to a clear decifion, 
he ruined all operations of war *, he fuffered the vigour 
of their fleet, which in fad was ftrong and mighty, in- 
fenfibly to moulder away, and dilconcerted them lo 
openly, in other refpedts, that his motives in doing it 
were no longer to be concealed. 

Such was the advice which Alcibiades gave to Tifla- 
phernes and the king when he had opportunities, and 
which he really thought to be the beft in policy : But 
at the lame time he had deep in his heart and in his 

ftudy his own return to bis country ; aflured, within 
^ bimfelf, 
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himielf, that, if he prefcrvcd it from a total deftruc- 
tion, he might find a time to compafs his own reftora-* 
lion: And nothing, he judged, could expedite his pur- 
pofe more, than if it appeared to the world that Tifla- 
phcrnes was his friend *, which alfo was verified by fa£l. 

For, when the Athenian troops at Samos perceived 
that he had fo ftrong an intereft with Tiflaphernes, and 
Alcibiades had already paved the way by fending inti- 
mations beforehand to the men of influence and au- 
thority amongfl them, how defirous he was “ they 
“ fhould patronize his return with the confent of the 
“ perfons of the greateft honour and worth in their 
“ company *, fince only under an oligarchy^ but not un- . 

der an iniquitous cabal or that democracy which had 
“ formerly baniflied him, could he even defire it; — 

“ and, thus recalled, he would come and join his cares 
“ with theirs for the public welfare, and procure them 
“ farther the friendlhip of Tiflaphernes — when, 
more than this, the officers of thofe Athenians at Sa- 
mos, and the men ot higheft authority amongfl them, 
were voluntarily inclined to put an end to the demo-- 
cracy \ — the method of bringing it about began to be 
agitated firft in the trmy, and from thence loon made a 
ttir in Athens itfclf. 

Some perfons pafled over from Samos, to concert 
matters with Alcibiades ; who gave them room to hope 
that “ he could render firfl Tjfi'aphernes, and in the 
“ next place the king, their triend, if they would dif- 
“ folve the democracy ; fince, on this foie condition, 

“ could the king be aflbred of their fincerity,” This 
contributed to enhance their languine expedations, that 
on this their affairs might take a new turn, in which 
men of firfl rank in the community, who in the pre- 
fent management were molt deprtflVd, might recover 
the adminiftration, and gain the afeendant over their 
enemies. Returning, therefore, to Samos, they took 
in the mofl proper perlons there to be afliflants to the 
feheme ; and to the many made public declarations, that 

, “ the 
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“ the king might be made their friend, and fiipply them 
“ with money, were Alcibiades recalled, and ihe de- 
** mocracy ful pended.** The effeft of thefe declarations 
on the fftany was this, that, though for the prefent they 
were chagrined at the feheme in agitation, yet, foothed 
by the flattering hope of the royal fubfidies, they re- 
frained from all manner of tumult. 

But the fet which was caballing in favour of an c/z- 
gareby^ after fuch open declarations to the multitude^ re- 
confidertjd the promifcs of Alcibiades amongfl them- 
felves, and with a larger number of their aflfociates. 
The feheme was judged by all the reft to be fcafible 
and furc ; but Phrynichus, who w'as yet in the com- 
mand, declared a total diflike of it. It appeared to 
him (which was really the cafe) that “ Alcibiades 
“ cared as little for an oligarchical as a democratical 
“ government ; and that no other thought lay feri- 
“ oufly at his heart than to throw the prefent govern- 
“ ment into fomc ftate of confufion, which his friends 
might fo far improve as to carry his recallment. Of 
“ confequence, the lirft point thcmfclves (hould guard 
“ againft was, not to be thrown into feditions for the 
“ benefit of the king. It was not pfobable, (he plainly 
“ told them,) when the Peloponnefians had gained a 
“ power by fea equal to their own, and were mafters of 
“ cities not the moft inconfiderable amidft the king*% do- 
“ minions, that the latter fliould turn the balance in 
“ favour of the Athenians, in whom he hath no confi- 
“ dence at all, whilft he might firmly depend upon the 
” friendfliip of Peloponnefians, who had never done 
“ him any harm. As for confederate States, to whom 
“ they were to give a certain pledge of future oligar* 
“ chy by fetting up that government amongft them- 
“ fclvcs, he told them he was well alTurcd that on that 
“ account neither Inch as had revolted would the fooner 
“ leturn, nor fuch as were at prefent their own would 
the longer continue .in their duty ; fince the point on 
“ which their wifhes turned was, not to be enflaved by 
VoL. 11. Y “ 
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an oligarchy rather than a democracy, but to recover 
** their liberty, indiBerent equally to either form. As 
** for thofe of their fellow*citizens to whom was given 
the appellation of worthy and goodt even they would 
perplex the train of government as much as the people^ 
when, by cajoling chat people, and authoritatively 
“ leading them into a ferics of bad meafures, they would 
principally regard their own private emoluments : 

“ And, fliould they be fubje6tcd to the caprice of fuch, 
to die by violence and without a trial mud be. the ge- 
“ neral fate j whereas the people was a fure refource in 
“ feafons of extremity, and ever tempered the fury of 
the great. He was well convinced, the States^ en- ■ 
“ lightened by a long tra£l: of experience, judge of 
their government in the fame light. Upon the whole, 

** therefore, the negotiations of Alcibiades, and all at 
^ prefenc upon the carpet, could in no wife be approved 
“ by him.” 

The party, however, affociated together in this de- 
fign, abiding by their former determinations, refolved 
to proceed to their execution, and were preparing to 
fend Pifander and others by way of deputation to A- 
thens, to fet on foot the negotiations concerning the 
return of Alcibiades, the diflblution of the popular go* 
vernment there, and the gaining over Tiflaphernes to 
the Athenian fricndftiip. 

Phrynichus,— now convinced that the return of Alci- 
biades would be brought upon the carpet, and the A- 
thenians aflurcdly grant it j apprehenfivc, farther, that, 
from the oppofition he had given it at their confulca- 
tions, he Ihould then be expofed to his refentments, as 
one who had endeavoured to (lop it, —-hath recourfe to 
the following projcA : He fends to ARyochus, admiral 
in chief of the Lacedaemonians, who yet continued in 
the Ration of Miletus, a (wret hint, by letter, that 
** Alcibiades is ruining their affairs, by endeavouring 
** to gain over XiilapMrnes to the Athenians ;** and, 
after giving him a clear explanation of other matters, 

he 
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he pleaded “ the candour of Aftyochus in his own cx« 
cufc, if he defircd in this manner to ruin his mortal 
foe, though with fdme prejudice to the welfare of his 
“ country.” But Aftyochus had given up all thoughts 
** of putting Alcibiades to death, efpecially as now he 
never came within his reach; yet, on this occafion, 
making a vifit to him and Tiftaphernes at Magnefia, 
he communicates to them the advices fent him from Sa> 
mos, and becomes himfelf an informer. He is accu* 
fed by report, not only on this but many other occa« 
fions, to have made court to Tiftaphernes for his own 
private lucre ; and, for the fame reafon, when the pay 
was not fully rendered before, hefufFered it much more 
pliantly than in duty he ought to have done. Alcibia- 
des fends away immediate notice to the managing party 
at Samos, that the treachery of Phrynichus was dctedl- 
cd by his own letter, and inftfts upon it that he be put 
to death. Phrynichus, terribly alarmed and pufhed to 
the very brink of deftruftion by fuch a difcovery, fends 
again to Aftyochus, blaming his indiferetion on the 
former occafion in not keeping his fecret, and affuring 
him that “ now he was ready to deliver up to his fury 
“ the whole force of the Athenians at Samos,” (dif- 
tindlly reciting to him the particulars by which, as Sa- 
mos was unfortified, the whole fcheme might be ac- 
comptifhed,) and that ** undoubtedly he ought not to 
“ be cenfured, if, when his unrelenting foes had re- 
“ duced him to fuch extremity of danger, he chofe to 
“ do this, or even more than this, rather than be de- 
“ ftroyed by their rancour.” But this propofal alfo 
Aftyochus communicates to Alcibiades. 

Phrynichus, perceiving in time that Aftyochus be- 
trayed him, and that notice each moment was only not 
arrived from Alcibiades about the contents of his laft, 
anticipated the difcovery, and becomes himfelf informer 
to the army, thar, *• the enemy had refolved, as Sa- 
mos waw unfortified and the whole of their fleet not 

fecurely ftattoned within the harbour, to endcayour 
' Y ^ “a 
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“ a furprife : Of this he had gained the moft certain 
“ informations ; and therefore Samos ought neceflarily 
“ to be put into a pofture of defence with the utmoft 
“ expedition, and proper guards in every refped be 
“ appointed.” He himfelf commanded, and confe- 
quently was impowered to fee this put in execution. 
All hands were inllantly at work on the fortification •, 
and Samos, though otherwife intended foon to be, was 
by this piece of artifice immediately, fecured. And, no 
long time after, came letters from Alcibiades, import- 
ing that “ the army was betrayed by Phrynichus, and 
“ in purfuance of it the enemy was coming to lurprife 
“ them.” Their opinion of the good faith of Alci- 
biades was not in the leaft efiablilhed by this : It was ar- 
gued, that, as he was privy to the plans of the enemy, 
from a principle of enmity he had faftened upon Phry- 
nichus the charge of being their accomplice. By the 
laft notification, therefore, he was fo far from hurting 
him, that he only confirmed his evidence. 

Yet,- fubfequent to this, Alcibiades continued to 
make ufe of all his addrefs and perfuafion with Tifla- 
phernes to gain him over to the Athenians, who in fa6t 
Itood moll in terror the Peloponnefians, becaufe they 
had a larger fleet at hand than the Athenians ; but was 
inwardly inclined, were it any how feafible, to comply 
with his fuggeftions •, efpccially as, ever fince the jar at 
Cnidus about the treaty of Theramencs, he had been 
exafperated againft the Peloponnefians; For that jar 
had already happened at the time of their expedition to 
Rhodes *, and the fuggeftion of Alcibiades, formerly 
mentioned, that “ the views of the Lacedsernonians 
“ were to fet the cities free,” was yet more verified by 
the behaviour of Lichas, who had affirmed, that “ it 
“ was an article never to be fufFered in treaty, that the 
“ king Ihould have thofe cities of which either himfelf 
“ or his anceftors had at any time been pofleflfed.” And 
in truth Alcibiades, as one who had important concerns 
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atftake, continued with much zeal and aflidiiity to in- 
gratiate himfelf with Tidaphernes. 

The Athenian deputies, with Pifandcr at their head, 
who were fent from Samos, had no fooner reached A- 
thens than they obtained an audience from the people j 
where, after touching in a fummary manner upon many 
other advantages, they expatiated chiefly on this, that, 
“ by recalling Alcibiades, and making an alteration in 
“ the democratical form of government, they might 
“ gain the friendihip of the king and a fuperiority over 
“ the Pcloponnefians.’* Large was the number of 
thofe who would not hear the propofal againft the demC” 
cracy. The enemies, farther, of Alcibiades were loud 
in their clamours, that “ fhameful it would be if fo 
“ enormous a tranfgreflbr of the laws were recalled ; 
“ one, to whofe crimes, in point of the myftcries, the 
“ * Eumolpidas and Ceryces had borne folemn attefta- 
“ tion, the confequence of which was his exile 5 nay, 
“ had, farther, denounced a curfe upon thofe who 
“ fliould reftore him.” Pifander, interpofing to put a 
ftop to this violent oppofition and thele tragical out- 
cries, addrefled himfelf apart to each of thefe oppo- 
nents, and afleed them fingly, Whether any hope 
“ they had left of faving their country, now that the 
“ Pcloponnefians had as many fhips upon the fea as 
“ they had themfelves, but a larger number of confe- 
“ derate States^ befides fupplies of money from the 
“ king and Tiffaphernes, whilft themfelves were quire 
“ exhaufted, unlefs fomebody could perfuade the king 
“ to declare in their favour ?” And when thofe, to 
whom the demand was put, replied in the negative, he 

♦ Thcfc were facerdoul families at Athens, defeended from Eumolpus and Ce- 
m. The former of them inftitutcd the Elcufinian myftcrics \ and it was the grand 
privilege of his defeendents to prefide at and regulate thofe facred rites. Who 
ryx was, and what the particular privileges of his defce.idcnts, any farther than that 
(according to Suidas) they were holy and venerable,*' is not agreed. All of them 
vvere commanded to pronounce the folemri curfe on Alcibiades when he wa* out- 
lawed. Yet one pricflcfs, (as Plutarch relates,) Thcano, the daughter of Mcnon, 
r^fufed to obey i alludging, that it was her duty to blefs^ and not to curfe# 

y ^ proceeded 
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proceeded to mike them this plain declaration ** And 
“ yet this turn in your favour can never take place, 
unicfs we temper our form of government with 
greater moderation, and intruft the adminidration in 
“ the hands of the few^ that the king may have room 
“ to place confidence in us : For wc arc at prefcnt to 
“ confult about the very being of the Statif and not to 
litigate the forms of its adminiftraiion. The fequcl 
“ may again enable us to return to the primitive form, 
if we find it expedient ; and we (hall recover Alci- 
biades, the only man alive who is able to accomplilh 
the point.” 

The people, in fad, upon the firft mention of an 
oligarchy, were (lung to the heart : Yet, afterwards, * 
convinced by Pifander that no other refource was left, 
difpirited by fear, and encouraged at the fame time by 
a didant hope that another change might in the fequei 
be brought about, they yielded up the point to the ne- 
ceffity or the State. Accordingly they pafled a decree, 
that Pifander and the ten joined with him in the 
** deputation (hould pafs the Tea, and negotiate the af> 

** fair with Tifiaphernes and Alcibiades, in the method 
“ judged by them ^moft conducive to the public fer* 
vice.” At the fame time, as Pifander had preferred 
a charge of mabadminidration againd Phrynichus, they 
difeharged him and his collegue Skirondas from their 
commands, and fent away Diomedon and Leon to take 
upon them the command of the fleet. The article, with 
which Pifander charged Phrynichus, was the betraying 
of lafus and Amorges. The truth is, he thought; him 
by no means a proper perfon to be let into a (hare of 
their intrigues with Alcibiades. 

And thus Pifander after vificing in order all the 
feveral juntos of the accomplices, already formed in the 
city with the view to thruu themfelves into the (eats of 
judicature and the great offices of date i and exhorting 
them feverally to adl; with unanimity, and by genera 
concurrence to labour the demolition of the popular go« 

vernment i 
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vernment ; and, a(cer adjufting ail previous meafures 
to guard the bed againlt dilatory proceedings re- 
paiieth the Tea to Tiflaphernes, accompanied by his ten 
afibciaces in the deputation. 

In the fame winter, Leon and Diomedon, being ar- 
rived at their pod, at the head of the Athenian deet, 
made an expedition againft Rhodes ; and there they Hnd 
the (hips of the Pcloponnefians hauled afhore. Th^y 
made a defcent upon the coad ; and, after defeating in 
battle fuch of the Rhodians as made head againft them, 
they Hood away for Chalce, and for the future carried 
on the war more from thence than from Cos *, for in 
that dation they were better enabled to watch the mo- 
tions of the Pcloponnedan Heec. 

But at Rhodes arrived Xcnophaniidas, a Lacedae- 
monian, difpatchcd by Psedaritus from Chios, with ad- 
vice, that “ the works of the Athenians were almod: 
** perfefted •, and, unlefs with the whole of their ftiip- 
** ping, they come over to relieve them, all is loft at 
“ Chios.” A refolution accordingly was taken to en- 
deavour their relief •, but, in the mean time, Paedaritus, 
at the head of his body of auxiliaries and the Chians, 
with all the force he could afiemble together, Tallied out 
againft the rampart which the Athenians had raifcd a- 
round their (hips, demoliftied a part of it, and made 
himfclf matter of thofe velTels which were hauled a- 
ftiore. The Athenians ran from all quarters to their 
defence ; and, having firft engaged and put to ftighc 
the Chians, the reft of the forces under Psedaritus are 
alio defeated. Paedaritus^s killed, as were numbers aU 
fo of the Chians, and many arftis were taken. And, 
after this, the Chians were blocked up by Tea and land 
more clofcly than ever, and a terrible famine raged a* 
mongft them. 

The Athenian deputation, headed by Pifandcr, ha- 
ving reached Tiflapherncs, enter into conference about 
terms of accommodation. Alcibiades now, — — > as the 
conduff of Tiflapherncs was ftill dubious and wavering, 
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fince he Rood in great awe of the Pcloponnefians, and 
adhered to that rule of policy he had learned from him, 

“ to war both (ides our,” Alcibiades now had re- 

courfe to another piece of refinement, caufing Tiffa- 
phcrnes to infift upon fuch exorbitant terms that no ac- 
commodation could enfue, TilTaphernes, truly, feems 
to me to have proceeded in this manner from his own 
voluntary motives, btcaule fear was predominant in 
him : But in Alcibiades it was purely art; fince, as he 
found the other would not agree upon any terms whate- 
ver, he affeded to ftrike the conceit into the Athenians 
that it really was in his power to manage him at plea- 
fure, and that he was already wrought to their purpofe 
and willing to come to terms, whereas the Athenians 
would not ofler enough. For Alcibiades himfelf made 
fuch extravagant demands, (fince, though l iffaphernes 
aflirted at the conference, the other managed it,) that, 
though the Athenians had yielded to the far greater 
part, yet the breaking off the treaty would be thrown 
at their doors. It was infilled, befide other demands, 
that “ all Ionia Ihould be given up and, what is 
more, “ all the iflands on the Ionian coaft and other 
points. The Atheiyans feeming to acquiefee in thefe, 
at length, upon the third meeting, left the fmallncfs 
of his own influence fhould be plainly deteded, he de- 
manded leave “ for the king to build a fleet, and to fail 
“ along the Athenian coafts, wherever, and with what- 
** ever force, he pleafed.” Here all accommodation 
was over: The Athenians, concluding thefe points infu- 
perable, and that they were abufed by Alcibiades, 
broke off in indignation, and return to Samos. 

In the fame winter, immediately after breaking off the 
conference, UlTapherncs repairs to Caunus, with inten- 
tion to bring the Feloponnelians again to Miletus, and 
to form other compads with them the belt he Ihould 
be able, to fupply them farther with pay, and by all means 
to ftavcolf an open.-upture. He was in fad apprehenfive, 
that, Ihould fo large a fleet be deprived of fubfiftcnce, 

or, 
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or, neceffitatcd to engage with the Athenians, (hould 
fuffer a defeat, or ftiould the mariners quit their veffels, 
the Athenians then would carry their point without 
thanks to him ; but his greateft fear was this, left for 
the fake of fubfiftence they fliould ravage the continent. 
Upon all thefe confiderations, and the prudential mo- 
tives arifing from each, co-operating with his principal 
maxim of balancing the Grecians againft one another, 
he lent for the Peloponnefians, pays them their arrears of 
fubfiftence, and makes the following treaty, the third 
of the kind, with them : 

“IN the thirteenth year of the reign of Darius, A- 
“ lexippidas prefiding in the college of Ephori at Lace- 
“ daemon, articles are figned, in the plain of Maean- 
“ der, between the Lacedaemonians and confederates 
“ on one fide •, and TifiTaphernes, Hieramenes, and the 
“ Ions of Pharnacus, on the other ; concerning the af- 
“ fairs of the king and thofe of the Lacedaemonians and 
“ confederates. 

“ The whole of the king^s dominions fituate in Afia 
“ belongeth to the king •, and all his own dominions let 
“ the king govern «s to him feemetlj meet. 

“ The Lacedtemonians and confederates are not to 
“ enter the dominions of the king to commit any act 
“ of hoftility whatever : Nor he thofe ol the contradl- 
“ ing parties for any aft of hoftility whatever. 

“ And, in cafe any of the Lacedaemonians or confe- 
derates enter in a hoftile manner the dominions of the 
“ king^ the Lacedaemonians and confederates are bound 
“ to leftrain them : And, in cafe any fubjefts of the 
“ king aft in a hoftile manner againft the Lacedamo- 
“ nians and confederates, be the king aifo bound to re- 
ftrain them. 

“ Tifiaphernes lhall pay fubfiftence to the Ihips now 
“ upon the ftation, according to the rates agreed on, 
“ till the kingh fleet come up. 


“ But 
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But the Lacedaemonians and confederates, fo foon 
as the king'% fleet ihall be come up, (hall have it in 
** their own option to maintain, if they pleafe, their 
“ own fleet \ or, in cafe they choofe to take fubfifl:- 
“ ence from Tiflaphernes, he is bound to fupply them. 
“ Yet the Lacedaemonians and confederates, at the cx- 
piration of the war, (hall repay to TilTaphcrncs 
whatever fums they may thus receive from him. 

“ When the kingh fleet cometh up, let the (hips 
“ of the Lacedaemonians, and thofe of the confede- 
“ rates, and thofe of the king^ carry on the war in con- 
“ cert, by the joint counfels of Tiflaphernes and of the 
“ Lacedaemonians and confederates. 

“ And, whenever a peace with the Athenians be* 
“ thought advifeable, it (hall be concluded by the joint 
“ confern: of both parties.” 

The treaty was made and ratified in thefe terms. 
And, after this, TiflTaphernes employed himfelf with 
diligence to bring up the Phoenician fleet, as hath been 
mentioned, and duly to perform all the branches what- 
ever of his engagements. At leafl: he was willing to 
convince the Peloppnnefians, by the meafures he took, 
that he was heartily in earnefl;. 

In the clofe of this winter the Boeotians got poflefllon 
of Oropus by treachery, though an Athenian garrifon 
was in it. The bufinefs was eflPeduated by the ma- 
nagement of a party of Eretrians, and thofe Oropians 
who were plotting the revolt of Euboea. For, as this 
town was fituated over*againfl; Eretria, it was impoflible 
but, whilft in Athenian hands, it muft terribly annoy 
both Eretria and the reft of Euboea. Having therefore 
thus gained Oropus, the Eretrians repair to Rhodes, 
inviting the Peloponnefians to come over to Euboea ; 
but their inclinations were rather to relieve Chios, now 
fadly diftrefled. Putting therefore from Rhodes with 
the whole of their fleet, they flood away to fea ; and, 
having gained the height of Triopium, they defery the 

Athenian 
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Athenian fquadron out at fea in a courfe from Chalce; 
yet, neither making any motion to bear down upon the 
other, one fleet purfued their courfe to Samos, the o« 
ther put into Miletus. They were now convinced, that, 
without fighting at lea, they could not poflibly relieve 
Chios. 

Here this winter ended: And the twentieth year 
of this war expired, the hifiory of which Thucydides 
hath compiled. 


YEAR XXL t 

I N the cnfuing fummer, upon the firft commence- 
ment of the fpring, Dercylidas, a Spartan^ at the head 
of an army not confiderable for numbers, was fent over- 
land to Hellefpont to cffcduate the revolt of Abydus : 
They are a colony of the Milefians. The Chians alfo, 
whilft Aftyochus was perplexed about the method of re- 
lieving them, were neceflitated, by the intolerable 
clofencfs of the blockade, to hazard an engagement at 
fea. It happened, whilft Aftyochus was yet in Rhodes, 
that Leon, a Spartan^ who came over with Antiflenes, 
though merely as a paflengcr, had arrived at Chios from 
Miletus, to ad as governor after the death of Psedaritus, 
with twelve fail of (hipping draughted from the fqua- 
dron ftationed at Miletus: Of thele, five were Thurian, 
four Syracufan, one belonged to Ansea, another was 
Milefian, and one was Leon’s own. Upon this, 
Chians having fallied out with all their force and carried 
a ftrong poft from the enemy, and at the fame time 
their fleet, confiding of fix and thirty fail, launching 
forth againft the thirty-two Athenian, an engagement 
followed j and, after a battle hotly maintained on both 
fides, the Chians and allies, who had not the worft of the 
difpute, (heered off again into harbour j for by this 
time it began to grow d^ark, 
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Inftantly upon this, Dcrcylidas having completed his 
march from Miletus, Abydus in Hellefpont revolts to 
Oercylidas and Pharnabazusj and two days after 
Lampfacus did the fame. 

But intelligence of this having reached Strombichides 
at Chios, and he, with four and twenty fail of Athe- 
nians, including the tranfports which carried the heavy- 
armed, ftretching thither with all poflible expedition, 
the Lampfacenes fallied out to repulfe him. He de- 
feated them in battle; and, having at a (hout made 
himfelf matter of Lampfacus, which was qui>e unfor- 
tified, he gave up all the elFefls and flaves for pillage to 
his men ; and, after re-eftablilhing fuch as were free in 
their old habitations, proceeded againtt Abydus. Bur,* 
finding them deaf to all fchemes of accommodation, 
and himfelf unable to reduce them by force, crotting 
over to thefpot oppofire to Abydus, he garrifons Settus, 
a city in the Cherfonefe, which had formerly belonged 
to the Medes, and put it in a condition to guard the 
Hellefpont. 

During this interval of time, the Chians had very 
much enlarged their room at fea ; and thofe Rationed at 
Miletus, and even, Attyochus, upon receiving the par- 
ticulars of the late engagement, and advice that Strom- 
bichides was drawn off with fo many Ihips, began to be 
high in fpirits. Attyochus, accordingly, arriving at 
Chios with only two fliips, carrieih off along with him 
what fhipping was there, and with the whole force is 
now at fea, in order to make an attempt upon Samos. 
But when the enemy there, becaufe mutually embroiled 
in jealoufies, came not out againtt him^ he returned 
again to the Ration of Miletus ; For, about this time, 
or rather before, the democracy was overturned at A- 
ihens. 

The deputation, at the head of which was Pifander, 
were no fooner returned to Samos from Tiffapherncs, 
than they found their fchemes had gained a ttronger 
footing in the army, and that the Samians had been 
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encouraging the men of power amongft the Athenians 
to join their efforts with them for the credion of an 
oligarchy, though a party was very bufy in oppofing 
them, with a view to qualh the projedled alteration. 
The Athenians, farther, at Samos had in private con- 
ferences come to a relblution — “ to think no longer 
“ of Alcibiades, fince he (hewed himfelf fo averfc to 
“ join them, and in fail was by no means a proper 
“ perfon to have a lhare in an oligarchical adminiftra- 
“ tion Bur, merely from a principle of felf-prefer- 
“ vation, as now they were environed with dangers, 
“ they Ihould take all polTible care that the project 
“ (hould not drop in the execution. That, farther, 
“ they (hould profecuie the war with vigour, and con- 
“ tribute largely towards it from their own private 
“ purfes, and anfwer every other exigence of fervice, 
“ fince, no longer for others, but their own fakes, they 
“ mud continue the firuggle.” Determined, there- 
fore, to proceed in this manner, they difpatch Pifandcr 
and half the former deputation once more to Athens, to 
manage the execution of the projedt there : To whom, 
farther, inftrudlions were given, a^whatever places in 
their dependency they (hould touch upon the voyage, 
to fet up the oligarchy. The other half they fent le- 
verally about to other of the dependent States. Dio- 
trephes alfo, who was now at Chios, but appointed to 
take upon him the command of the Thracian pro- 
vinces, they ordered away immediately to his poft. 

Diotrephes, upon his arrival at Thafus, dilTolved the 
popular government. And, in the fecond month at 
mod after this, the Thafians fortified their city, as men 
who no longer cared for an arijiocracy under Athenian 
influence, but were in daily expedtation ot receiving 
liberty from the Lacedaemonians : For a number of 
their countrymen, driven out by the Athenians, were 
now refuged among the Peloponnefians. Thefe were 
labouring the point with their correfpondencs in Fha- 
fus, to bring off their (hipping, and declare a revolt. 
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The preient alteration, therefore, fell out exadlly to 
their own wi(h ; their State was reftored to its ancient 
form without any trouble ; and the people^ who alone 
were able to difconcert them, were divefted of their 
power. In Thafus, therefore, the event took an op* 
pofite turn to what thofe Athenians who laboured the 
vHgareby bad at heart ; and, in my judgement, the 
cafe was the fame with many other of their dependent 
States : For, having now tl^ir eyes open to their own 
welfare, and being exempted from the dread ef fuffer- 
ing for what others did, they ran into the fcheme of a 
total independence, which they preferred before the^ 
precarious htuation of being well governed by the A-‘ 
thenians. 

Pifander and his collegucs in the courfe of their voy- 
age obferved their inRruitions, and dilTolved the papular 
governments in the cities where they touched. From 
fomc of thefc they alfo procured parties of heavy-armed 
to aid them in the grand proje^, and fo landed at A- 
thens. Here they find affairs in great forwardnefs, 
through the activity of their accomplices : For, fome of 
the younger fort leaving combined together in a plot 
againft Androcles, who had the greateft fway amongft 
the people, and had alfo been deeply concerned in ba- 
niihing Alcibiades, they fecretly difpatch him. On 
him, for a double reafon, becaufe of his influence with 
the people, and with the thought that it might oblige 
Alcibiades, whofe recallment was now expedted, and 
through his intereft the friend (hip of Tifiaphcrncs, they 
chofc firft to wreak their fury. Of fomc others alfo, 
whofe tradlabilicy they doubted, they had rid them- 
felves by the fame pradices. A fpecious harangue had, 
farther, been drefled up for the purpofe, that “ none 
“ ought to receive the public money but fuch as ferved 
“ the State in war with their perfons •, that affairs of 

ftate ought not to be communicated to more than 
Jive theufand, and thofe to be men who were beft 
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“ qualified, by their eftates and pcrfonal bravery, to 
“ ferve the public.” 

This with the majority of the city had a fair outfide, 
fince foch as Ihould concur in the change bid faired for 
a ihare in the adminidration. Yet ftill the aflembly 
of the people and the *council of the bean continued their 
meetings ^ but then they only pafied fuch decrees as 
were approved by the cabal. Nay, of this number 
were all who fpoke, and who had previoufiy confidered 
together what (hould be faid upon every occafion. No 
other perfon prefumed at any time to oppofe their mo- 
tions through dread of a cabal which they faw was 
large $ or, did any one venture to open his mouth, by 
fome dextrous contrivance he was certainly put to 
death. Who were the agents in thefe murders, no en- 
quiry at all } and of who were fufpedled, no kind of juf- 
tification. The people, on the contrary, looked on 
with ilupid gaze, and fuch a fit of confternation as to 
think it clear gain not yet to have fuffered violence, e- 
ven though they held their tongues ; imagining, be- 
fides, that the confpiracy had fpread much rarther than 
it really had, they were quite difpi|itcd. To difeover 
any certainty of their numbers they were quite unable, 
becaufe of the great extent of the city and their igno- 
rance how far their neighbours might be concerned. 
On the fame account it was alfo impolTible for him, who 
deeply refented his condition, to l^moan himfelf in the 
hearing of another, or to participate counfels for reci- 
procal defence ; he muft either have opened his mind to 
one whom he did not know, or to an acquaintance in 
whom he durft not confide ; for all the popular party 
regarded one another with jealous eyes, as in fome 
meafure involved in the prefent machinations. Some in 
faft were concerned who could never have been fufpec- 
ted of oligarchical principles ; and thefe men gave rife 
to the great diffidence which fpread amongfi the many^ 
and drew after it the higheft fecurity to the fehemes of the 
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fewy as it kept alive that mutual diilruR which reigned 
among the people. 

Pifander, therefore, and his aflbciates, arriving at 
this very junfturc, gave the finifliing ftroke without de- 
lay. In the firft place, having called an aflembly of the 
people, they moved for a decree, — “ That a commit- 
“ tec of ten ihould be elefted with full difcrctionary 
“ power. This committee of ten (hould draw up the 
“ form of a decree, to be reported to the people on a 
day prefixed, in what manner the State may be belt 
“ adminiftered.” In the next place, when that day 
came, they fummoned an aflembly of the people at Co- 
lonus : This is a temple of Neptune without the city, . 
and diftant from it about * ten ftadia. And here the 
committee reported no other propofal than this, — That 
“ it be lawful for any Athenian to deliver whatever o- 
« pinion he himfelf thought proper.” They then en- 
acted heavy penalties againft any man who hereafter 
ftould accufe the fpeaker of a breach of law, or fhould 
bring him into any trouble whatever. 

This being done, it was now, without the lead re- 
ferve or ambiguity, moved, — That “ no magiftrate 
whatfoever Ihoufd continue in his poll upon the old 
“ eftablilhment, nor receive a public falary ; but that 
“ five f prefidents be chofen, who ftiould choofe one 
“ hundred perfons, and each of thefe hundred Ihould 
“ name three peribns for aflfociates : That thefe per- 
« fons Ihould enter into the fenatc, be invefted abfo- 
“ lutcly with the adminiftration, and Ihould farther be 
« impowered to convene the five tboujand whenever 
« they Ihould deem it proper.” 

Pifander was the perfon who made this propofal, and 
who alfo in other refpedls (hewed himfelf openly one 
of the mod zealous to pull down the democracy. But 
he, who contrived the whole of the plan, and by what 
fteps the affair (hould be thus carried into execution, 
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was Antipho, a man who in perfonal merit was fecond 
to no Athenian then alive, and the greateft genius of his 
time to devife with fagacity, and ingenioully to exprefs 
what he had once devifed. At the aflemblies of the 
people, or any public debate, he never aflifted,ifh£ could 
pofiibly decline it, fince the wtt//i7»^/^wasjealousof the great 
reputation he had gained : Yet, in the courts of judicature 
or appeals to the people, he was the only perfon who was 
able cfFedually to ferve thofe clients who could get him 
for their patron. And this lame Antipho, when in pro- 
cefs of tTme the government of the f cur hundred was quite 
demoliflied, and feverely profecuted by Khtpeople^ is judged 
to have defended their conduct, and pleaded in a caulc 
where his own life was at ftake, the belt of any perfon 
that down to this time was ever heard to fpeak. 

Phrynichus alfo was another who fingularly diftin- 
guilhed himlelf in his zeal for the oligar'chy. He dreaded 
Alcibiades, as conicious that he was privy to the whole 
of the corrcfpondence he had carried on with Aftyo- 
chus. He proceeded thus, on the fuppofition that Al- 
cibiades would never be rtftored by an oligarchical go- 
vernment. And then he was a man in whole capacity 
and zeal, if once engaged, the greased confidence might 
reafonably be placed. 

Theraments, farther, the Ton of Agnon, a man who 
both in fpeaking and ading made no ordinary figure, 
had a principal lharc in the diflblution of the popular 
government : No wonder, therefore, as the bufinefs 
was managed by fo many and lo able agents, thar, 
fpite of every obfiacle, it was brought to cftcdl:. Grie- 
vous, indeed, it was to the Athenian people to fubmic 
to the lofs of their liberty a century after the expulfion 
of their tyrants, during which period they had not only 
been independent, but accuftomed, for above halt that 
fpace, to give law to others. 

To return. When, in the alTembly of the people, 
not a foul was heard to oppole the motion, it pafled into 
a law, and the aflcmbly was adjourned, 1 hey after* 
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wards introduced the four hundred into the fenate, in 
the following manner. 

The whole body of the citizens were daily under 
arms, cither upon the walls or in the field, to bridle the 
txcurfions of the enenriy from Decclea. Therefore, on 
the day appointed, they fufFered fuch as were not in the 
Iccret to repair to their polls as ufual : But, to thofe in 
the plot, it had been privately notified, — “ by no 
“ means to repair to their polls, but to lag behind at a 
“ diftance ♦, and, in cale any one Ihould llrive to oppofe 
“ what was now to be agitated, they Ihould It^kc up 
“ arms and quell all oppofition.” Thofe, to whom 
thefe orders were previoully imparled, were the An- 
drians and Te’ians, three hundred of the Caryllhians, 
and other perfons now ellablilhed in ^gina, whom the 
Athenians had fent thither by way of colony, but were 
now invited to repair to Athens with their arms to fup- 
port the fcheme. Vv hen thefe dirpofitions were formed, 
the four hundred (each carrying a concealed dagger, and 
guarded by one hundred and twenty youths of Greece, 
whofe hands they had employed when aflaffination was 
the point) broke in upon the * counfellors of the hean^ 
who were this moment fitting in the fenate-houfe, and 
called out to them “ to quit the place and take their 
“ f falaries.” Accordingly they had ready for them 
the full arrears due to them, which they paid to each as 
he went out of the houfe. In this manner the Senate^ 
without giving the leall oppofition, removed ihcmfelves 
tamely from their office ; and the reft of the citizens 
made no effort to check fuch piocccdings, and re- 
frained from any the leaft tumult. 

The four hundred^ having thus gained poffeffion of 
the fcnate-houle, proceeded immediately to ballot for 
a J fet of frefidenti from amongft their own body \ and 

• The Jennie of Jive hundred* 
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made ufc of all the fokmn invocations of the deities and 
the facrifices with which the prefiding tnagiftrates exe- 
cute their office. By their fubfcquent proceedings they 
introduced confiderabie alterations in the popular form 
of government ; excepting that, on account of Alci- 
biades, they refrained from recalling exiles : But, in all 
other refpefts, they ruled with all poffible feverity. 
Some perfons, whole removal was deemed convenient, 
though few in number, they got affaffinated •, fome 
they threw into prilon, and fome they baniftied. 1 0 
Agis/aHo, king of the Lacedtemonians, who was ftill 
at*^celea, they difpatched a deputation ; notifying 
“ their readinefs to accoenmodate all difputes ; and that 
“ with greater confidence he might proceed to make 
“ up matters with them than with a democracy which 
“ was not to be trufted.” 

Agis, full of the imagination that the city would not 
quietly fubmit to thefc changes, and that the people 
would not thus tamely part with their ancient liberty j 
or, ffiould they now behold bis numerous army ap- 
proaching, that public combuflions muft enfue amongft 
them i unable to perfuade himfclf that at the prelent 
juncture they could poflibly be kc|>t from tumults, — 
Agis, I fey, returned no propofel of terms to the depu- 
tation which came to him from the four hundred. But, 
having fent for a numerous reinforcement from Pclo- 
ponnefus, he advanced foon alter, with the garrilon of 
I>:celca and the frclh reinforcements, up to the very 
walls of Athens. He took this ftep on the prefump- 
tion that “ thus, either thrown into utter confuiion, 
they might be maftered whenever he gave the word, 
or even at the firft fight of his approach, through 
” the great confufion which in all probability mulUol- 
“ low both within and without : Since, to make httn- 
“ fclf matter of their long^walls, as there could not be 
« hands at leifute for iheir defence, he could ™ • 
But when, upon his nearer approach, the Athen n 
within were thrown into no (tir or buftle at a , 
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even they caufed their cavalry, and detachments of their 
heavy.armed, light-armed, and archers, to fally out 
into the field, who made a flaughter of fuch as were too 
far advanced, and became mafters of their arms and'* 
dead bodies •, — finding then he had proceeded upon 
wrong prefumptions, he again drew off his army. Af- 
ter this, he himfelf, with the former garrifon, conti- 
nued in the poll of Decelea ; but the late reinforce- 
ment, after fome continuance in the country, was fent 
back to Peloponncfus. , 

Yet, lubfequent to this, the four hundred perlfed in 
fending deputies to Agis with as much eagernefs ^ e- 
ver ; and, he now receiving them in a better manner, 
with encouragements to proceed, they even lend an em- 
bafi'y to Lacedaemon to propoie a treaty, being of ail 
things dcfirous to obtain an accommodation. 

They all'o lend to Samos a deputation of te<j, in or- 
der to larisfy the army, and give them ample alf ranee 
that “ the oligarchy was not let up for the prejudice ei- 
“ ther ol the State ov any individuals, but as the only 
“ expedient left to prelerve the whole community ; — 
“ that the number of ihofe, who now had the manage- 
“ ment, was fiveWoufand and not bzre\y four hundred i 
and yet on no occalion whatever had the Athenians, 

“ partly through employs in their armies abroad or o- 
“ ther foreign avocations, ever met together, to confult 
** on affairs of (late, in a number fo large as five ihou- 
“ fand.” Having inffrudled them to inlerc fome other 
alleviating pleas, they fent them away upon the firft in- 
ftant of the change they had made; apprehcnfive of what 
adually came to pal's, that the bulk of their Teamen 
would never quietly fubmit to an oligarchical govern- 
ment, and an oppofition beginning there might over- 
turn all that had hitherto been done. 

For at Samos fome ffirs had already arofe about the 
oligarchy^ and that which is now to be recited happened 
exadly at the time that the four hundred feized the admi- 
rdllxation at Athens. 


The 



B.VIIL THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR. 341 
The party which at this jundure was fubfilUng at Sa- 
mos againft the nobility^ and were of the popular fide, 
having now altered their fchemes, and followed the fug- 
»geftions of Pilander ever fince his return from Athens, 
and gained the concurrence of Athenians at Samos, 
combined together by oath to the number of about three 
hundred, and refolvcd to fall upon their antagonifts, as 
fadious on the fide of the people. Accordingly, they 
murder one * Hyperbolus, an. Athenian, a icurvy fel- 

Z 3 low. 


* 2l*fris was the perfon whom the ojlracifm made in fomc mcafure famous, and 
whor made the quite infamous. Plutarch hath r peated the ftory thrice* 

* The following extraft is taken from the life of Niciat* 

** When the oppofition was very hot at Athens between Alcibiades and Niciaf, 
** and the day for ojiraeixtrg was drawing on, ——which at certain intervals the pei;- 
pie ot Athens were uftd to inforce, and fend away into a ten years exile lorne 
one citizen fufpefted of defigns againft their liberty, or odious for being too il. 
** luftrious cr rich, — each of thefe grand competitors was under grievous appre- 
“ henfionsj and with rcafon too, that it might be his own lot to be exiled on this 
occaflon. Alcibiades was hated for his way of life, and for his bold and enter.* 
prifing geniut, Nicias was envi.’d on account of his wealth j his way of living 
was neither fotiable nor popular \ as he avoided a crowd, and herded with a few 
intimates, he gave g eat dift^fte ; befides, as he had often oppofed the caprices of 
the people, and canftrained them to purfue their real intereft, he was deep in 
their dirplcafurc. In (hurt, the conteft ran high \^tween the young and military 
men on one fide, and the old pacific Athenians on the other, whilft each 
** were endeavounng to throw the cjlradfm upon the hated objeit. Bur, 

Parties ran high, and fcoundrcls got renown* 


Such diftf nfinns in the community gave fcope to knaves and incendiaries. There 
was one Hypcrbolus, of Perithadae, very aftuming without the leaft rcafon to be 
“ lo ; however, by dint of impudence working himfeif into power, and the difgracc 
of his cenntry fo foon as he had made himfclf confpicuous in it. On ihii oc- 
** Ct’.fivJn Ffyberb< lus Cv’ild have no fufpicion of becoming himf lf the butt of nn 
cfiraeijm\ he had a much better title to the gallows. Prefuming, on the contrary, 
that, when cither of ihcfc great mm were exiled, he himfeif could cafily make 
hrad againft the other, he manifefted great plrafure at the conteft, and irritated 
the fury of the people againft them both. NiciiS and Alcibiades, perceiving hit 
roguifti intent, conferred privately together 5 and, getting their feverd faftions to 
** unitr, freu/ed on^ another, and threw the votes on Kypcrboius. Such a tain 
at firft gave the Athenians much pleifure and etiverfion 5 yet foon after they were 
highly chagrined, by reflefting that makmg fuch a ftoundrcl the oSjeft of ii waf 
*• Gaining ths forever. The.e was dignity even in pun.flim.nts t 1 be 

“ ^jhuajm wa* of fuch a nature as lo fuit a Uacyddci, an Arhlides, « 
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low, and banilhed by the ofiraeijm^ not from a dread 
of his influence or weight, but for the profligacy of his 
life and his being a public difgrace to his country. In 
this they were countenanced by Charminus, one of thc'^, 
commanders, and fome of the Athenians alTociated with 
them, to whom they gave this pledge of their fidelity. 
Some other ad:s of the lame nature they committed by 
inftrudlions from them, and had it in agitation to multi- 
ply their blows ; but thofe marked out lor deftrudfion, 
getting wind of their defign, communicate the wljolc to 
Leon and Diomedon, who thought of an c//|‘^Plc%p^ith 
high regret, becaufe their credit was high with the^^^- 
ple\ to "“^Thrarybulus alfo andThrafyllus, the former a . 
captain of a trireme, and the latter of a band of heavy- 
armed i and to fuch others as were judged moll likely 
to Item the fury of the confpirators. Thefe they con- 

fuch exalted charafters* It was clear honour to Hyperbolus ^ and gave him 
room to boafl*^ that, though a fcoundrcl, he had been diftingulfticd like the grealcll 
•* and beft Athenians ; as Plato, the comic poet, fays of him, 

He always afted worthy of himfclf. 

But quite unworthy of fuch high reproof ; 

** The JhfH was ne’er defign’d to honour fcoundrels. 

In a word, no perfon was ever banlHied by the ojlracjfm after Hyperbolas ; it 
was he who clofed the lift.” 

* Thrafybulus, whofc name now firft occurs, afts a very high-fpirited and noble 
part In the clofe of this hiftory, If virtue could be weighed merely by itfclf, 
without any regard to outward circumftance, 1 ihould not hefitate (fays Cor- 
•• nclius Nepos) to prefer him before all the great men in Greece. But 1 aver, 
that not one of them ever furpaffed him in integrity, in refolutton, in grandeur 
of foul, and true patriotifm, — — — -Ytt, 1 know not how it is, though nobody 
excelled him in real merit, many have outftripped him in point of fame. In 
the Peloponnefitn war, (the part cf it which mw remains^J Thrafybulus did 
many things without A Icibiades ^ Alcibiades did nothing without ThYaf^bulus ; 
and yet the other, through a happinefs peculiar to himfelf, reaped the glory and 
** benefit of all.” So far this elegant Roman writer* The reader will Toon fee fom% 
of Thrafybulus his exploits, feparately from and in concert with Alcibiades : But the 
glory of his lite was ridding Athens fome years after of thirty tyrants at a blow j for 
which he was rewarded by a wreath cf olive, the moft honourable recompence bit 
grateful countrymen could beftow upon him. He was ever a firm, intrepid, difin* 
tcrefted, patriot ; and loft his life at left in the fenice of his country, 

' jured 
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jured “ not to look calmly on till their dcftruftion 
“ Ihould be completed, and Samos rent away from the 
“ Athenians, by which alone till now their empire had 
been prefervcd and fupported.” IJftening, there- 
fore, to thefe reprcfen rations, they privately exhorted 
every fingle foldier not to fuller fuch proceedings ; and 
more earnellly than others the Paraliariy fince all that 
failed in that veflel were citizens of Athens, all free, 
and enemies determined, from time immemorial, to an 
eliFarc h, .even when it had no exiftence. Leon alio 
and ^lomeaon never went out to Tea without leaving 
th^ fomclhipsfor their guard ; infomuch that, when 
the ihree hundred made their attempt, as all thefe united 
in their obllrudlion, but moft heartily of all the Para^ 
iians^ the popular party at Samos was refeued from de- 
ftrudion. Thirty of thofe three hundred they even 
flaughtered, and three of the moft faflious amongft the 
furvivors they doomed to banilhment. Then, having 
publilhed an indemnity for the reft, they continued to 
lupporc the democracy at Samos. 

But the Samians and foldiery difpatch the Paralus 
with all expedition to Athens, having on-board her 
Chsereas, the Ion of Acheftratus, aff Athenian, who had 
borne a confiderable ftiare in the faft turn of affairs, 
charged with a notification of thefe laft tranfadions ; 
for yet it was not known at Samos that the four hun-’ 
dred had feized the adminiftraiion. No fooncr, therc- 
lorc, were they come to their moorings, than the four 
hundred caufed two or three of the crew of the Paralus to 
be dragged away to prifon ; the refidue they turned over 
from that vcffel into another Ihip of war, and ordered 
them away as a guard- (hip for the ftation of Euboea. 
But Chaereas, lenfible in what train affairs were going, 
had the good fortune to make his efcape ; and, return- 
ing again to Samos, related to the foldiery all that had 
been done in Athens, exaggerating every point with a- 
bundant feverity.*— That “ every citizen was now kept 
“ in awe with whips and fcourges, and that even their 
’ Z 4 “ own 
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“ own wives and children daily felt the infolcnce of thofe 
“ tyrants ; nay, they have it now in agitation, that 
“ if any on duty at Samos (hall prefume to oppofe their 
“ pleafure, immediately to arrelt and imprifon the wholes 
“ of their kindred ; and, in cafe the former will not 
“ fubmit, to put the latter to death.” On many other 
poi.'its he allb expatiated, all aggravated with falfe- 
hoods. 

His audience, in the firft inftant of their paflion, 
were fully bent on the deftrudlion of all thole wlio had 
appeared mofl: adlive for an oligarchy^ ana^rn mbf^f all 
who had any hand in its promotion ; but, being ni^p- 
ped by the interpofition of others more moderate, and , 
liliening to the remonftrance, that “ they ought not to 
accelerate the ruin of their country, now that a fleet 
“ of the enemy lay almofl: ranged againftthem for bat- 
“ tie,” they defifted. And, afterwards, thofe who 
had openly avowed the defign of reftoring the democra- 
tical form at Samos, namely, Thrafybulus thefon of Ly- 
cos, and Tbralyllus, (for thefe had the principal agen- 
cy in this new revolution,) cauled every loldier to Iwear 
the mofl lolemn oaths, more efpecialiy luch as were for 
.an oligarchy, that “<they would fubmit to no form but 
“ tlic democracy, and would adf in this caufe with gene- 
ral unanimity ; and, farther, would zealoufly profe- 
“ cute the war againfl the Peloponnefians j that eternal 
“ enemies they would remain to iht four hundred, and 
“ would enter into no treaty of accommodation with 
them.” All the Samians, farther, that were old c- 
nough to bear arms, took the fame oaths ; and hence- 
forth the army communicated all their affairs to the Sa- 
mians, and gave them an infight into all the dangers 
which might attend the fequcl j convinced that other- 
wife no fale refource remained for either; but, if the four 
hundred or the enemy at Miletus proved too hard for 
them, their luin was unavoidable. 

7 errible were the prefent embroilments of the times, 
whiJil thole at Samos were ftriving to rc*eftabiilh the de- 
mocracy 
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tnocracy at Athens, and thofe at Athens to force an o/i- 
garchUal form upon the army. The I'oldiers, farther, 
immediately fummoned a general aflcmbly, in which 
/they depofed their former commanders, and all fuch 
captains of triremes as fell under their fufpicions, and 
then chofe others to fill up the vacancies, both captains 
of triremes and land-commanders, amongft whom were 
Thralybulus and Thrafyllus. The lall rofe up in the 
aflembly, and encouraged them by every topic of per- 
fuafion i pa rticularly, — that “ they had not the lead 
“ rc^^ to iUrBifpiriied, though Athens itfeif had re- 
“ ^rmted from them i for this was merely the feceflion 
, “ of a minority from men whofe numbers were greater, 
“ and who were better furnifiied for every exigence ; 

becaufe the whole navy of Athens was their own, by 
“ which they could compel dependent dates to pay in 
“ their former contingents of tribute as fully as if they 
“ failed on fuch an errand from Athens itfeif. Even 
“ yet they were mailers of a city at Samos, a city defpi- 
“ cable in no refpedl, but which once in a former war 
“ had well nigh wrefted the empire of the fca from 
“ the Athenians. The feat of war, in regard to their 
“ public enemies, would continue *the fame as it was 
“ before; nay, by being mailers of the fleet, they 
“ were better enabled to procure all the needful fup- 
“ plies than their opponents who were now at Athens. 
“ It was purely owing to their own peculiar fituation at 
“ Samos that the others had hitherto been mailers ot the 
“ entrance into the Piraeus ; and they loon IhoukI be 
“ highly dillreflcd if they refused to rellore them their 
“ ancient polity, fince ihcfe at Samos could more cafily 
“ bar them the ufe of the Tea than be barred up by 
“ them. What aflillances Athens had hitherto given 
“ them againlt the enemy were but trifling, and of no 
real importance. Nothing could be loll from that 
“ quarter; which was no longer able to lupply them 
“ with money, fince with that ihey had been fupplied 
“ by the army ; nor to lend them any valuaole inftruc- 
' . “ tioas, 
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“ tions, for the fake of which alone the troops abroad 
were fubmiflivc to the orders of the State at home. 
Nay, in fome points thofc at Athens had moft egre- 
gioufly offended, fince they had overturned the Iaws^ 
“ of their country, which thofc here had prclerved, and 
“ were exerting their efforts to compel others to the ob- 
“ fcrvance of them ; and therefore, in every method 
“ of valuation, the men, who here provided well for 
“ the public welfare, were in no refpeft worfe patriots 
than the men at Athens. Even Alc^bjjjJgwfhould 
“ they grant him an indemnity and a late"%mirn, 
“ would readily procure them the kvtgh alliance, ^nd, 
“ what had the greateft weight, fhould they mifearry < 
“ in every branch of their prefent defigns, many pla- 
“ ces of refuge lay always open to men poffcfTed of fo 
“ confiderablc a fleet, in which they might find frefh 
“ cities and another country.” 

After fuch occurrences in the aflTcmbly convened by 
the foldiery, and the conclufion of their mutual exhor- 
tations, they continued their preparations for war with 
unremitting diligence. But the deputation of ten^ fent 
from the four hundred to Samos, being informed of thele 
proceedings when* they were advanced in their voyage 
lo far as Delos, thought proper to proceed no farther. 

About this very time, the Peloponnefians on-board 
the fleet flationed at Miletus clamoured loudly amongft 
themfelves, that “ they are betrayed by Allyochus and 
“ TifTaphernes ; as the former had already refufed to 
engage, when themfelves were hearty and in fine 
condition, and the fleet of the Athenians was fmall ; 
“ nor would do fo even now, when the latter are repor- 
ted to be embroiled with inteftine feditions, and their 
own (hips arc daily impairing*, but, under pretext of a 
“ Phoenician fleet to be brought up by TifTaphernes, 
an aid merely nominal, and which would never join 
them, he was ruining all by dilatory meafurcs. And, 
“ as for TifTaphernes, it was never his intention to bring 
** Up that fleet 5 but he was plainly undermining the 
. ftrength 
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ftrcngth of theirs, by not fupplying them conftantly 
“ and fully with their pay. The time, therefore, they 
“ infiftcd, ought no longer to be thus idly wafted, but 
an engagement hazarded at once.” Yet in fuch cla- 
mours thole dcepeft concerned were the Syracufans. 

The confederates and Aftyochus hicnfelf being af- 
feded with thefe clamours, and having declared in a 
council of war for engaging the enemy forthwith, as 
they had received undoubted intelligence of the confu- 
fions ^t ^mo s ; pu tting out to lea with the whole of 
their -/i^tV ^mourning to a hundred and twelve fail, 
anc[/tiaving ordered the Milefians to march thither over- 
land, they ftood away for Mycale. At Glaucae of My- 
cale the Athenians were now lying, with eighty-two 
(hips of the Samian department : For in this quarter of 
Mycale Samos lies, but a fmall diftance from the con- 
tinent : But, when they law the fleet of the Peiopon- 
nefians approaching, they retired to Samos, judging 
their own ftrength infufHcient for an engagement with 
the foe which might prove decifive. Befides, as they 
had difeovered the intention of thofe at Miletus to ven- 
ture an engagement, they expeifed Strombichides from 
the Hellefpont, who was to bring their alllftancc the 
(hips on the ftation of Chios which had gone up to 
Abydusj and a meflage had already been difpatched, 
to haften him up. For thefe rcafons they plied away to 
Samos. The Peloponnefians, arriving at Mycale, en- 
camped upon the Ihore along with the land-forces of 
the Milefians and thofe lent in by the bordering people. 
On the next day, when they were fully bent on Hand- 
ing diredfly againft Samos, advice is brought them that 
“ Strombichides is come up with the (hips from tlie 
“ Hellefpont upon which tliey made the belt of their 
way back again to Miletus. And now the Athenians, 
having gained fo large an acceffion of ftrength, fl»ew 
themfclves immediately before Miletus, with a hun- 
dred and eight fail, defirous of coming to an engage- 
ment 
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ment with the enemy. But, as nothing ftirrcd out 
againft them, they alfo returned to bamos. 

In the fame fummer, immediately after the former 
movements, the Peloponnelians — who had waved^ 
coming out to an engagement, fince with the whole of 
their ftrength they thought themlclves by no means a 
match for their enemy, and were now reduced to great 
perplexities about the methods of procuring fubfillence 
for fo numerous a fleer, efpecially as TiflTaphernes was 
i'o remifs in his payments — fend away to Ph arn a bazus 
(purfuant to the prior inftiudions from "Teio^tS^^fus) 
Clearchus the fon of Ramphias, with a detachm^of 
forty fail : For Pharnabazus had demanded Inch a , 
force, and was ready lofupport the expences of it ; and 
it had been farther notified to them in form that By- 
zantium was ripe for a revolt. And thus this detach- 
ment of Peloponnefians, having run out far to fea to 
get clear of the Athenians during the courfe, met with 
very tempeftuous weather. The bulk of them, it is 
true, with Clearchus, rode it out to Delos, and from 
thence return again to Miletus, But Clearchus, fetting 
out again, travelled over land to Hellclpont, and took 
upon him the command. Ten ihips, however, of the 
detachment, under Elixus the Megarean, who was 
joined in the command, reached the Helicfpont without 
damage, and efFecluate the revolt of Byzantium. The 
Athenians at Samos, informed of thefe incidents, fend 
away a detachment to the Hellefpont, to fupport and 
guard the adjacent cities : And a fmall engagement 
happens before Byzantium, between eight fhips on a 
fide. 

Thofe who were in the management at Samos, and 
above all Thrafybulus, adhering dill to the lentiments 
they had entertained ever fince the lafl: turn of alFairs 
there, that Alcibiades mud needs be recalled j the lat- 
ter at laft obtained, in full afFcmbly, the concurrence 
of the foldicry. Accordingly, when they had voted 
a return and an indemnity to Alcibiades, Thralybulus 

* repaired 
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repaired immediately to Tiffaphernes, and brought Al- 
cibiades back with him to Samos ; convinced their laft 
refource depended on his being able to alienate Tiffa- 
'phernes from the Peloponnefians. Hereupon, an af- 
fcmbly being called, Alcibiades at large expatiated upon 
and deplored the malignity of his fate, in having been 
exiled from his country : And then, having amply run 
over every topic relating to the prefent pofture of af- 
fairs, he railed their expeftations high in regard to the 
fntiirpv with a mighty parade of words, 

his intereft in Tiflaphernes •, from the view, not 
on?/ to intimidate the patrons of the oligarchical go- 
vernment at Athens, and put a (top to their cabals, but 
alfo to render himlelf more rerpcilablc to chefe at Sa- 
mos, and to raife up their confidence in him as high as 
pofiible i — to give the enemy, farther, as many han- 
dles as he was able to calumniate Tiflaphernes, and to 
lower all their prelcnt fanguinary expedations. Thefe 
were the fc hemes of Alcibiades, when, with all imagi- 
nable ollentation, he gave the ftrongeft aflTurances to 
his audience, that “ TilTapherncs had pledged his word 
“ to him, that, could he once firmly depend upon the 
“ Athenians, they never Ibould be* diftrefled for want 
“ of fupplies whilrt he had any thing left, nay though 
at lad he (hould be forced to turn into ready calh the 
“ very bed he lay on •, and the Phoenician fleet, already 
“ come up to Alpendus, he would join with the Athe- 
“ nians, but never with the Peloponnefians : The only 
** pledge of fidelity he required from the Athenians 
was, for Alcibiades to be recalled and pafs his word 
“ for their future condudl.” 

The army, delighted with thefe and many other 
foothi'ig topics, proceed immediately to aflbeiate him 
with the rclt of the commanders, and implicitly trulled 
every thing to their management. Not a man was any 
longer to be found amongft them who would have 
parted with his prefent confidence of certain fecurity 
and rcvengjc on the feur hundred for ail the treafure in 
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the univerfe. Nay, they were ready this very moment, 
upon the ftrength of what Alcibiades had faid, to Hight 
the enemy now at hand, and ftcer dircdly for the Pi- 
rcus. But, though numbers with vehemence rccom* 
mended th6 ftep, he (lopped their ardour by remon- 
llranccs, that “ they ought by no means to think of 
“ (leering for the Pirasus, and leave their nearer enc- 
“ mies upon their backs : But, in relation to the ope- 
“ rations of war, fince he was eleded z gentral^ (he 
“ faid,) he would firft go and confy, wu hjn^[a^ernes> 
“ and would then proceed to adlion.^ ^Acconimgly, 
the aiKrmbly was no fooner diflblved than he imrr^di* 
ately departed, that he might appear in all refpe6ls to . 
be perfedly united with Tiflaphernes \ delirous alio to 
railc himfelf in his efteem, and give him a fenfible proof 
that he was appointed a general i and, by virtue ot this, 
enabled cither to do him fcrvice or to do him harm. 
It was the peculiar fortune of Alcibiades to awe the 
Athenians by Tiflaphernes, and Tiflfapherncs by the 
Athenians. 

The Peloponnefians at Miletus had no fooner heard 
of the recal of Alcibiades, than, as before they fufpeded 
treachery in TiflajAernes, they now loudly vented in- 
vedives againfl: him. What more inflamed them was, 
that, ever fince the Athenians (hewed thcmfelvcs before 
Miletus and they had refofed to put out to fea and en- 
gage them, Tififaphernes bad flackened more than ever 
in his payments j and thus, hated by them for that 
reafon fufHciently before, he now became more odious 
on account of Alcibiades. The foldiery again, as on 
former occafions, ran together in parlies, and enume- 
rated their grievances. Nay, feme of higher ranks, 
perfons of real importance, and not merely the private 
men, were full of remonftrances, that “ they had at 
“ no time received their tull fubfillence *, his payments 
“ had been always (canty, and even thofe had never 
“ been regular : In fnort, unlefs they were led di- 
“ redly aeainft the enemy, or carried to fomc other 
^ ^ \ “ nation 
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« nation where they might be furejtlf fubGftence, the 
“ crews would abandon their vcfleis. And the whole 
“ blame of all that bcfel ought to be charged upon 

Aftyochus, who for private lucre endured patiently 
“ the caprices of Tiffapherncs.” Employed as they 
were in thus enumerating grievances, a tumult aftually 
broke out againft Aftyochus : For the mariners belong- 
ing to the Syracufan and Thurian veffels, by how much 
they enjoyed the greateft liberty of all others in the fleet, 
by fo much t he mo re heightened confidence did they 
flock Voout'^il^fT^d demand their pay. Upon this, 
Al^chus returned an anfwer too full of fpiric, threat- 
ening hard * that Dorian^ who feconded and encoura- 
ged the demands of his men, and even lifting up his 
ftaff and (baking it at him. This was no fooner per- 
ceived by the military croud, than, fcamen as they 
were, with a loud uproar, they rulhed at Aftyochus to 
knock him down ; But, aware of their defign, he flies 
for refuge to an altar. He cfcaped, indeed, without 
any blows, and the fray was ended without any harm 
committed. 

The Milefians alfo made themfeives mafters, by fur- 
prife, of a fort ereded by Tiffapherncs at Miletus, 
and oblige the garrifon left in it to evacuate the place. 
Thefe things pleafed the reft of the allies, and not leaft 
of all the Syracufans. Lichas, however, was by no 
means fatisfied with thefe proceedings. He infifted 
“ the Milefians were obliged in doty to be fubmifllve 
“ to Tiflapherncs ; and that all others who Jived in the 
“ dominions of the king lay under the fame obligation, 
“ and were bound to pay due regard to his juft autho- 
“ rity, till fuch time as the war was handfomely com- 

plcted.” This drew upon him the refentment of the 
Milefians ; and, becaufe of thefe exprelfions and fome 
others of the fame nature, when he afterwards died of 
a natural difeafe, they would not fulfer him to be bu- 

* ^crmocntti. 

t ried 
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Tied in si fpot olF^sround which the Lacedaemonians 
who were amongft them had chofe for his interment. 

Whilft affairs were thus fadly embroiled, between the 
ibldiery oti one fide, and Aftyochus and Tiffapherncs on 
the other, Mindarus arrived from Lacedaemon, as fuc- 
ceffor to Aftyochus in the chief command of the fleer. 
Accordingly he takes the command upon him, and 
Aftyochus failed away for home. But with him, as 
embaffador, Tiffapherncs fent one of his own creatures, 
by name Gaulites, aCarian, whofpoke b ot hjang ^ages, 
to accufe the Milefians about the feizureSraeTbft, and 
alfo to make apologies for his conduct. He knew\at 
the Milefians were already fetout with an outcry, chiefly 
aeainft him; and that Hermocrates was gone with 
them, well armed with proofs that 1 iffaphernes, in 
concert with Alcibiades, baffled all the Peioponnefian 
fchemes, and bafely tampered with both the warring 
parties. But an enmity had always lubfilied between 
thefe two about the payments of fubfiftcncc. And at 
length, when Plermocrates was banifhed from oyra- 
cufe, and other Syracufans came to Miletus to uke 
upon them the command of the Syracufan vcflels, 
(namely, Potamisf and Myfeon, and Demarchus,) 
Tiffapherncs vented his choler more bitterly than ever 
asainft Hermocrates, now an exile ; and, a^onglt his 
other accufations of him, affirmed, that e ^ 

“ manded a fum of money, which being refufed him, 
“ he had ever fince declared himfelf his enemy. Al- 
tyochus, therefore, and the Milefians, and Hermo- 
Craies, are now failed for Lacedsmon. 

By this time alfo Alcibiades had repaffed from liHa- 
pherncs to Samos: And from Delos the deputation 
lent from the four-hundred on the late revolution, to 
foothe and gain the concurrence of thofe at Sarnos, ar- 
rive alfo whilft Alcibiades is there. Upon which, an 
affcmbly being called, they endeavoured to open the 
caufe. The loldiers at firtt refuled to hear them, and 
roared aloud for the murder of thofe who had over- 
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turned the popular government. Ar .length, with great 
difficulty, being quieted, they gave them a hearing. 

The deputies remonftrated, that “ not for the ruin 
** of Athens was this new change introduced, but 
“ purely for its prefervation — ui no wife to betray it 
“ into the hands of the enemy ; bccaufe that might 
“ have been done effcftually upon the late approach of 
“ its enemy to her walls, fince they were in power. 

Every fingle perfon amongft the Jrve-thoufand was 
“ intended a regular fhare in the adminiftra- 
“ tion. Their friends and relations are not treated in 
pfi infolent manner, as Chjereas had malicioufly fug- 
gelled to them; nay, were not in the lead molelled, 
“ but every where remained in the undifturbed poffef- 
“ lion of their property.” 

Though on thefe topics they amply enlarged, yet 
they were heard with no manner of complacence, but 
with manifeft indignation. Different methods of pro- 
ceeding were recommended by different perfons ; but 
the majority declared for failing away at once for the 
Pirasus. On this occafion Alcibiades firft Ihewed him- 
felf a true patriot ; nay, as much a patriot as ever A- 
thenian had been : For, when the '!Athenians at Samos 
were hurried furioufly along to invade their own felves, 
the plain confequence of which was giving up at once 
Ionia and Heilcfpont to their public foes, he mollified 
their fury ; and, at a crifis when no other man living 
could have been able to reftrain the multitude, he per- 
fuaded them to dclift from this llrange invafion *, and, 
by reprimanding thofe whofe private refenrments burll 
out moft violently againft the deputies, prevented mif- 
chief. At length, he himfelf difmiffed them, with the 
following anfwer. — That “ the adminiftration in the 
“ hands of five- thoufand he had no intention to oppofe: 
“ But he ordered them to give an immediate dilcharge 
“ to the four-hundred^ and to reftore the council of 
** five-hundred to their prior ftate. If, farther, from a 
•* principle of frugality, they had made retrenchments, 
VoL. f’l. A a “ in 
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in order that thj^e who fcrved in the armies of the 

State might be Wttcr fubfifted, he praifcd them alto- 
“ gether. He then recommended to them a Ready rc- 
“ fiftance, and by no means in any lhape to give way*. 
“ to the enemy : For, could the State once be fecured 

from its public foes, a reconciliation amongft its 
“ members might eafily be hoped for ; but, fhould 
“ cither party be once dcflroyed, cither this at Samos, 

“ or theirs at Athens, none would foon be left to be 
“ reconciled at all.” 

There were prefent at this audience ernbafladors trom 
the Argives, who brought aflurances of aid to the^(7- 
ple of Athens at Samos. Alcibiades commended them , 
for their zeal *, and then, exhorting them to hold them- 
fclves in readinefs to come upon a fummons fent, he 
civilly difmifled them. Thefe Argives came to Samos 
in company with the ParalianSy who had been lately 
turned over by ibt four hundred into a vellel of war, to 
cruize round Eubcea, and to carry to Lacedasmon the 
embaffadors, Lsefpodias, Ariftophon, and Melefius, 
fcnt thither from the four-hundred. But, when ad- 
vanced to the height of Argos, they put the embalTa- 
dors under arreft, ife chief agents in pulling down the 
democracy^ and delivered them up to the Argives. They 
had no bufinefs now at Athens, and fo came from Argos 
to Samos, convoying the Argive embafladors in the 
trireme which they had feized. 

The fame fummer, Tiflaphernes, — about that junc- 
ture of time in which the Peloponnefians were moll fu- 
rious againft him, for the other reafons, and the recall- 
ment of Alcibiades, as having now pulled off the mafk 
and declared for the Athenians, — defirous, as in truth 
4t appeared, to efface the bad impreflions they had en- 
tertained of him, got ready to go to Afpendus to the 
Phoenician fleet, and prevailed with Lichas to bear him 
company. In regard to the Peloponnefians, he decla- 
red that he fubftituted his own lieutenant, Tamas, to 
pay them their fubfiftence, whilft he himfcif fhould be 
^ ^ ' ablent. 
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abfent. Various accounts are vented about this ftep ; 
nor can it certainly be known with what view he re- 
paired to Afpendus, or why, when there, he did not 
bring up the fleet. That a Phoenician fleet, confiding 
of one hundred forty-feven fail was now come up to 
Afpendus, is allowed on all fldes \ but, why they did 
not come forwards, is varioufly conjedurcd. Some 
think he went out of fight merely to carry on his old 
fcheme of wearing away the Peloponnefians ; and, in 
confequence of thjs, Tamas paid in their fubfiftence 
which he wis wifftred to pay, not better but even worfe 
than TiflTaphernes. Others fay it was, that, fince he 
had brought the Phoenicians to Afpendus, he might 
fave large fums by difmilfing them there, as he never 
had fincerely defigned to make ufe of their fervice. 
Others, again, attribute it to a defire to quiet the cla- 
mours againft him at Lacedaemon, and to get himfelf 
reprefented there as one abounding in good faith, and 
who is adually gone to bring up a fleet fairly and ho- 
neftly fitted out for fervice. 

But, in my opinion, the true folutionof the myftery 
is this : He would not bring them up, merely to wear 
out and to balance the ftrength of the Grecians, that, 
during his abfence and this ftudied prolongation, the 
latter might be running into ruin *, and, farther, for the 
fake of balancing, to join with neither party, for fear 
of making them too ttrong i for, had he once determi- 
ned tojoin heartily in the war, the confcqucnce was cer- 
tain beyond a doubt. Had he brought them up to join 
the Lacedaemonians, he muftin all probability have gi- 
ver them the vidory, fince already their naval ftrength 
was rather equal than inferior to that ot their opponents. 
But, that their ruin alone was defigned by him is plain 
from the cxcufc he made for not bringing up that fleet : 
He pretended they were fewer in number than king 
bad ordered to be aflTembled : yet, if this were fo, he 
might have ingratiated himfelf more abundantly with 
'thekin?^ if he made a great faving of money for his maf- 
. A a 2 
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ter, and with lefs expence had accompliflied his fervicc. 
To Afpendus, however, whatever was his view, Tiffa- 
phernes repairs, and joins the Phoenicians *, nay, far- 
ther, at his own defire, the Peloponnefians fent Philip- 
pus, a noble Lacedaemonian, with two triremes, to 
take charge of this fleet. 

Alcibiades had no fooner received intelligence that 
Tifl’aphernes was at Afpendus, than, taking with him 
thirteen fail, he haftened thither after him, promifing 
to ihofe at Samos an aflured and imoort^t piece ©f fer- 
vice; For, “ he would cither bring'The Phoenician 
“ fleet to the Athenians, or at lead prevent their junc- 
“ tion with the Peloponnefians.” It is probable that, , 
from a long acquaintance, he was privy to the whole 
intention of Tiffaphernes never to bring up this fleet ; 
and his projeft was now, to render TifTapherncs ftill 
more odious to the Peloponnefians for the regard he 
fhewed to himfelf and the Athenians, that fo he might 
at lafl: be neceffitated to (trike in with the latter. He 
flood away therefore diredly by Phafelis and Caunus, 
and held on his courfe upwards. 

The deputation, fent from the four hundred, being re- 
turned from Sam#s to Athens, reported the anfwer 
of Alcibiades j— how “ he encouraged them to hold 
“ out, and give way in no (hape to the enemy ; and 
“ that his confidence was great, he (hould be able tho- 
“ roughly to reconcile them with the army, and give 
“ them victory over the Peloponnefians.” By this re- 
port they very much revived the fpirits of many of thofc 
who had a (hare in the oligarchyy and yet would gladly 
extricate thcmfclvcs from the bufinefs upon aflfurances 
of indemnity. They had already begun to hold fepa- 
raie cabals, and (hew open difeontent at the train of af- 
. fairs. They were headed by fome of principal auihori- 
IV even in the prefent oligarchy, and who filled the great 
offices of ftate, namely, Theramenes, * the fon of Ag- 

non, 

• Theramenes was very expert at turning about and fliifting his party. He got 
by it the nick-name of or the Bvtjkin\ bccaufcthe tragedians* bu/kin was 
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non, and Aridocrates, the Ton of Sicelius ; and others 
who were moft deeply concerned in late tranfac- 
tions i and from a dread, as they gave out, of the army 
at Samos, and Alcibiades, had concurred in fending an 
embafly to Lacedaemon, left by unfeafonable diffents 
from the majority they might have done mifehief to the 
public. Not that they hafted themfelves even now to 
put an utter end to the oligarchical government, but to 
inforce the neceffity of making ufe of the/w thoujand 
not merely in name b ut in ad, and to render the polity 
more equal. 'fKiTwas, it muft be owned, the politi- 
cal feheme which they all pretended; but, through pri- 
.vate ambition, the majority had given into that courfe, 
by which an oligarchy^ founded upon the ruins of a de- 
mocracy^ is ripe for fubverfion : For it was the daily 
claim of each fingle perfon concerned, not to be equal 
with the reft, but to be pre-eminently the firft ; where- 
as, when out of a democracy a preference is awarded, 
the diftindion is the more eafily brooked, as if it were 
the real confequence of fuperior worth. But what of a 
certainty elevated them moft, was the great influence 
of Alcibiades at Samos, and their own confeiournefs 
that this bufinefs of an oligarchy carsied with it no prof- 
pect of firm or lafting continuance. A contention, 
therefore, enfued among them, which of them fliould 
fhew the greateft zeal for the people. 

But fuch of thc/(?«r hundred as made the greateft op- 
pofition to this new feheme, and were leaders of their 
party; — namely, Phrynichus, who formerly, during 


made large enough for any foot to go into it. He was however a man of great abili- 
ties, and generally regarded at a lover of his country. Hii rums were dextr»u% well- 
timed, and made with a view of public good, Caefar, when making Cicero a 
compliment, likened him to Thcramcnei. He was deeply concerned in all the fubfe- 
qoent revolutions at Athens. He put the finifliing hand to the peace with the Lace- 
daemonians after the taking of Athens by Lyfander, when they demoli/hed their 
long walls, opened their harbours, and gave up their (hipping. He was afterwards, 
nominally, one of the thirty tyrants s For he foon began to oppofe them i firft with 
moderation, then with vehemence | which exafperated them fo, that they put him 
to death, 
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his employment as general at Samos, had embroiled 
himfclf with Alcibiadcs; and Ariftarchus, one of the 
moft violent and alfo moft inveterate opponents of the 
feople\ and Pifander, and Antipho, and others of the 
grcateft influence amongft them j who formerly, upon 
eftablilhing themfelves firfl: in the government, and ever 
fince the army at Samos had diflented from them in fa- 
vour of the democracy^ had beftirred themfelves, in fend- 
ing cmbalTics to Lacedaemon, in more firmly eftablifh- 
ing the oligarchy^ and erefling a jyy^ortificat»on on 
the fpot which is called Ectionela • th^c, I fay, exer- 
ted themfelves with much greater ardour than ever, 
fince the return of the deputies from Samos, as they r 
plainly faw the inclinations of numbers, and fome of their 
own body, on whofe perfeverance they had highly de- 
pended, were intirely changed. They even caufed An- 
lipho, and Phrynichus, and ten others, to fet out with 
all expedition j fo apprehenfive were they of frefli op- 
pofition, both in Athens itfclf and from Samos ; and 
charged them with iaftrudions to flrike up an accom- 
modation with the Lacedaemonians upon any tolerable 
terms they could poflibly procure. They alfo carried 
on with redoubled diligence the new works at Eetioncia. 
Thefe works were intended, as was given out by Thcra- 
menes and his party, not fo much to keep out of the Pirae- 
us thofe from Samos, fhould they endeavour to attempt 
it, as to enable themfelves, at their own diferetion, to 
receive both the (hips and land-forces of the enemy ; 
for Petionci'a is the mole of the Piraeus, and the entrance 
into it opens at the end of this mole. The new work 
was therefore joined in fuch a manner to that which 
guarded it before, on the fide of the land, that a fmall 
party pofted behind could command the entrance. For 
the extremities of it were continued down to the fort in 
the very mouth of the harbour, which was narrow; and 
both the old wall, which was built on the land-fide, and 
this new fortification within, reached down to the fea. 
They alfo enlarged and lecured iht great portico^ which 

adjoined 
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adjoined to the new work ercded in the Piraeus, and 
kept it intirely in their own cuftody. Here they obliged 
all the citizens to lodge what corn they already had, 
and all that Ihould hereafter be imported, and here on- 
ly to expofe it to fale arKl to vend it. 

Thefe proceedings had for a long time drawn (harp 
infinuations from Theramcnes j and, when the embafly 
returned from Lacedaemon without bringing to any 
manner of iflue a general accommodation for the whole 
of t% Statey he averred, that “ by this new work the 
“ fafety of tifi"' ^ty was vifibly endangered.” For 
from Peloponnefus, at this inftant of time, at the re- 
quelf of the Euboeans, no lefs than forty-two fail of (Iiips 
were on thecoaft of Laconia; fome of which were Ita- 
lian, from Tarentum and from Locri, and fome Sici- 
lian ; and all were now bound for Euboea. At the 
head of this equipment was Hegefandridas, a Spartan, 
the ion of Hegcfander. Thcramenes maintained, that 
“ it was fet out lefs for Euboea than for thofe who 
“ were now fortifying at Eedoneia; and, unlefs we 
(land upon our guard, they will furprile and com- 
“ plete the ruin of Athens.” There was really Ibme- 
thing in the condud of the men he accufed to counte- 
nance this charge, nor was it merely the outcry of Han- 
der. Thole who now compofed the oligarchy were 
principally defirous to preferve in their hands the whole 
appenage of the republic; if this were impiaclicable, 
to fecure the (hipping and walls, and fubriH with inde- 
pendence; but, Ihould they be unable to compafs this, 
rather than fall the firft vidlims to the democracy re-efta- 
blifhed, to let in the enemy; and, refigning their (hip* 
ping and fortifications, to make any terms whatever for 
provided they could obtain fecurity for their 
own perfons. They accelerated, therefore, this new 
work ; which was fo contrived as to have pofterns, and 
fally-ports, and pafTages enow to let in the enemy, and 
they proceed with all imaginable difpatch, in order to 
outftrip prevention. 

A a 4 Hitherto, 
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Hitherto, indeed, this charge againft them had only 
been whifpered with an air of fecrecy amongft a few. 
But, when Phrynichus, upon his return from the em- 
bafly to Lacedaemon, was treacherouQy (tabbed, by one 
of the patrole in the forum, at the hour of public rcfort, 
being got but a few ftcps from the houfe where the 
council was fitting, and dropped down dead upon the 

fpot i when, farther, the afTalTin made his efcape j 

and a (trangcr from Argos, who affifted at the faft, 
being apprehended and tortured by the four bujfdred, 
difcovered not the name of any one p?T!bn whofet them 
on, nor made any farther confeffion than that “ be knew 
“ large numbers met at the houfe of the officer who 
commanded the patroki and at other places then, 
at length, as nothing could be made of this affair, 
Theramenes and Ariftocrates, and as many either of the 
four hundred or of others as were combined with them, 
proceeded to aft in a more open and refolute manner. 
For by this time the fleet was come round from Laco- 
nia } and, riding before Epidaurus, had made ravages 
upon ^gina. Theramenes therefore averred it impro- 
bable, that, “ were they intended for Euboea, they 
“ would ever have put into -®gina, and then go again 
“ and lie at Epidaurus, unlefs they had been fent out at 
“ the exprefs invitation of thoie whom he had always 
“ accufed of traiterous defigns j and it was impolTiblc 
to be paffive any longer under fuch praftices.” In 
fine, after many fpceches made to excite a tumult, and 
many fufpicions diffeminated abroad, they fell to work 
in carneft. For the heavy-armed, polled in the Pirasus 
to carry on the new works of Ectioneia, amongft whom 
Ariftocrates himfelf was employed at the head of his 
own band, lay under an arreft Alexicles, who com- 
manded there for the oligarchy^ and was a moft vche^ 
ment adverfary to the oppofite party ; and, carrying 
him into a houfe, put him under confinement. To this 
aftion they were alfo emboldened by the concurrence 

of others, as well as by Hermon, who commanded the 

• ' patrole 
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patrok affigned for Munichia ; and, what was of mod 
importance, it was openly countenanced by the whole 
body of the heavy-armed. The news of it was imme- 
diately carried to the four hundred^ who were this mo- 
ment aflembled together in council ; and all, except- 
ing thofe dilTacisBed with their meafures, were ready to 
run to arms, and vented terrible threats againft Thera- 
menes and his alTociates. 

But he, apologizing for himfelf, declared his readi- 
nefs |o take up arms along with them, and attend them 
to the refeue or ' J^^lexicles 5 and, taking with him one 
of the generals who was in his fecret, he hurried down 
to the Piraeus. AriBarchus alfo ran down to aflill ; as 
did, farther, the young men belonging to the cavalry 
of the State, 

Great, in truth, was the tumult, and full of horror : 
For thofe who were left in the upper-city imagined that 
the Piraeus was already feized, and that Alexicles was 
flain i and they in the Piraeus each moment expeded an 
aflault from thofe in the city. Not without difficulty 
could the men of years and experience ftop fuch as were 
wildly running up and down the ftreets, and ruffiing 
to arms. And Thucydides, the Pfearfalian, public hoft 
of the State^ who happened then to be at Athens, threw 
himfelf with lively zeal in the way of all who were flock- 
ing down j conjuring them earneftly “ not to finifli 
“ the ruin of their country, when the enemy lay fo 
“ near to ftrike the blow.’* But thus, at length, their 
fury abated, and the effufion of one another’s blood was 
prevented. 

As for Thcramenes, he was no fooner got down to 
the Pirasjs, than, aflTuming authority, (for he himfelf 
was at this time a general^) he pretended to rate the 
heavy-armed for this piece of mutiny, at lead fo far as 
mere making a noife could do it ; whilfl: Ariftarchus and 
all the oppofite fadion were angry with them in earneft. 
But the bulk of the heavy-armed drew together in ^ 

body, and betray no fign of regret for what they had 

done. 
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done. Nay, they demanded aloud from Theramenes, 
•— If, in his judgement, thefc new works were raifed 

with a good dedgn, or would not better be demo- 
“ lifhed ?’* His reply was this — That, “ if tb^ 
“ thought it expedient to demolilh them, his opinion 
“ Ihould concur with theirs.” Hereupon, at a fignal 
given, the heavy-armed and many others who belonged 
to the Pirasus rulhed on in a moment, and pulled down 
all the new fortiheation. 

The watch-word now publilhed to the multitu^ was 
this — “ Whofoever would have the adminiftration 
“ lodged in the five~tboufand inftead of the four-hundred^ 
“ let him join in the work.” For even ftill they judged 
it politic to veil their defign under the name of the 
five-thoufand^ and not to fay downright-— “ Whofoever 
** would have the democracy reftored,” — left poflibly 
the former might have been aftually in force, and a 
perfon fpeaking to any one ol them might fpoil all by 
fome inadvertent expreffions. And, on the fame ac- 
count, the four-hundred would neither have the five- 
tboufand declared, nor yet have it known that they had 
never been appointed. To admit fo large a number 
into a (hare of the government, they judged was in fad 
a mere democracy *, but that leaving the matter in fuf- 
penfe would ftrike a dread of his neighbour into every 
Athenian. 

The next morning, the four-hundred, though highly 
difordcred in their politics, aflembled however in coun- 
cil. But thofe in the Piraeus, after enlarging Alexicles, 
whom they had put under confinement, and comple- 
ting the demolition of the new works, marched to the 
theatre of Bacchus in Munichia, and there, all armed 
as they were, held a formal aifTembly *, and then, in 
purfuance of what had been refolved, marched diredly 
into the upper-city, and polled thcmfelves in the Ana- 
ceum. Here they were accofted by a feled committee 
fent from the four-hundred, who man to man reafoned 
calmly with them \ and, perceiving any to be trada- 
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blc, plied them with pcrfuafions to proceed in a gentle 
manner, and to reftrain the fury of their affociates i 
giving them affurances, that “ the Jive-thoufand would 
“ be declared ; and from them, by regular fucceffion, 
“ at the pleafure of the five-thoufandy the four-hundred 
“ Ihould be appointed ;** conjuring them, in the mean 
time, “ not to forward, through impatience, the de- 
“ ftruftion of the State, nor give it up for a prey to 
“ the public enemy.” The whole multitude of the 
hea\^-armed, atteqtive to thefc arguments, on which 
many expatiated at large and prefled home upon num- 
bers, became more tradable than they were at firfl:, 
, and were moft terribly alarmed at the mention of the to- 
tal deftrudion of their polity. It was at laft concluded, 
that, on a fee day, an aflembly ihould be held in the 
temple of Bacchus, to devife an accommodation. 

But, when this aflembly, to be held in the temple of 
Bacchus, came on, and all parties were only not com- 
pletely met, comes in the news that ^ the two and 
“ forty fail and Hegefandridas are coafting along from 
“ Megara towards Salamis.” Not one of the heavy- 
armed this moment but pronounced it true, what be- 
fore was given out by Theramenes®and his friends, that 
“ to the new fortifications thefe (hips are now bound j” 
and it was judged that in the nick of time they had been 
levelled with the ground. But Hegefandridas, as per- 
haps had beforehand been concerted, only hovered a- 
bout at Epidaurus or the adjacent coafl. It is however 
probable, that, on account of the prefent fedition a- 
mongft the Athenians, he lay for a time in this ftation, 
in hope to feize fomc fair opportunity to ftrike a blow. 

Be this as it will, the Athenians no fooncr heard the 
news, than, to a man, they flocked down amain ro the 
Piraeus •, lefs alarmed at their own domcftic war, than at 
an invafion from a public enemy, no longer remote, but 
at their very ports. Some of them threw thcmfelves on- 
board what (hipping was ready j others launched fuch as 

were 
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were aground ; and others polled themfelves upon the 
walls and at the mouth of the harbour. 

But the Peloponnefian fleet, having failed by and 
doubled the cape of Sunium, comes to anchor between 
Thoricus and Prafise, and proceeds afterwards to Oro- 
pus. Hereupon the Athenians, in all imaginable hurry, 
manning out their Ihips with what hands could be got 
on this fudden emergency, as in a city diftraded with 
fedition, and yet eager to ftave off the greateft danger 
that had ever threatened it, (for, as Attica was occu- 
pied by the enemy, Euboea was now their all^) caufe 
Thymocharis, a commander, to (land away with their 
fleet to Eretria. On their arrival there, and their June- ^ 
tion with fuch as were already in Euboea, they amounted 
to fix and thirty fail, and were immediately forced to 
engage : For Hegefandridas, after the hour of repaft, 
came out in line of battle from Oropus. 

The diftance of Oropus from the city of the Eretrians, 
acrofs the fea, is about * fixty ftadia : And therefore, 
upon his approach, the Athenians ordered their men 
on-board, imagining the foldiers to be ready at hand to 
obey their orders ; whereas they happened not yet to be 
returned from the marker, whither they had gone to 
buy provifions. For, through the management of the 
Eretrians, nothing could be got by way of fale, except 
in fuch houfes as lay in the moft remote quarters of the 
city j with an intent that the enemy might attack the 
Athenians before they were all embarked, and oblige 
them in a hurrying and diforderly manner to begin the 
fight. Nay, a fignal had even been held out to the 
enemy from Eretria towards Oropus, at what time they 
ought to come forward to the attack. 

Upon fo fhort a notice, the Athenians, having 
formed their line as well as they were able, and enga- 
ging the enemy before the harbour of Eretria, made 
however a gallant refinance for a time. At length, be- 


ing 


^ About fix Eogliib miles* 
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ing compelled to (beer off, they are purfued to land ; 
and as many of them as ran for fafety to the city of the 
Eretrians fuffered the moft cruel treatment, in beincf 
murdered by the hands of men whom they fuppofed 
their friends. Such, indeed, as could reach the fort 
of Eretria, which was garrifoncd by Athenians, arc 
fafe •, as alfo the veflcls which could make Chalcis. 

. But the Peloponnefians, after making prizes of two 
and twenty Athenian vefiels, and cither butchering or 
making prifoners aji on-board them, creftcd a trophy. 
And, no long time after, they caufed all Eubcea to re- 
volt, excepting Oreus, which an Athenian garrifon fc- 
cured, and then fettled the ftate of that ifland at their 
own difcretion. 

When advice of what was done at Euboea reached 
Athens, the greateft confternation enfued of all that 
had to this day been known. Not even the dreadful 
blow received in Sicily, though great concern, in truth, 
it gave them, nor any other public difalter, caufed fo 
terrible an alarm amongft them. For, at a time when 
their army at Samos was in open revolt, when they had 
no longer either (hipping in (lore or mariners to go on- 
board, when they were dillraded*^ with inteftine (edi- 
tion, and ready each moment to tear one another to 
pieces 5 — and on the neck of all thefe this great cala- 
mity fupervened, in which they loft their fleet, and 
(what was more of confequence) Eubcea, which had 
better (upplied their neceflitics than Attica itlelf, — had 
they not ample rcafon now to fall into utter dejedion ? 
But what alarmed them moft was the proximity of 
ruin, in cafe the enemy, fluflied with their late fuccels, 
ftiould (land immediately into the Piraeus, now utterly 
deftitutc of drips. Not a moment palTed but they ima- 
gined they were only not in the very harbour ; which, 
in truth, had they been a little more daring, they might 
eafily have been. Nay, had they made this ftep and 
blocked up the city, they muft infallibly have increaled 

the feditions within it } muft have neccflicated the fleet 

to 
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to come over from Ionia« though averfe to the oligar~ 
chjy in order to prevent the ruin of their own relations 
and the total deftru^tion of their country : And, in the 
mean time, Hcllcfpont, Ionia, the ifles even up to Eu- 
boea, in a word, the whole empire of Athens, muft 
have been their own. Yet, not in this inftance only, 
bur many others, the Lacedaemonians fhewed them- 
fclves moft commodious enemies for the Athenians to 
encounter : For, as nothing differed more than their 
refpedive tempers ; the one being a£live, the other flow ; 
cnterprifing ihefe^ but timorous thoje^ cfpecially in na- 
val competitions •, they gave them many advantages. 
The truth of this the Syracufans moft plainly Ihewed, ^ 
who very nearly refembled the Athenians in difpofition, 
and fo warred againft them with the higheft fpirit and 
iuccefs. 

Terrified, however, at thefe tidings, the Athenians 
made a ftiift to man out twenty veffels, and convened 
an aflcmbly of the people, on the firft report of their 
lofs, in the place which is called the PnyXy and where 
generally that affembly was held. In this they put an 
end to the adminiftration of the four-hundred^ and de- 
creed “ the iupreme power to be vefted in the five^ 

“ thoufandf which number to confift of all luch citi- 
“ zens as were enrolled for the heavy armour; and 
“ that no one ftiould receive a falary for any public ma- 
“ giftracy ; whoever offended in this point they de- 
•* dared a traitor.” Other frequent affemblies were 
afterwards held, in which they appointed Nomotheta^* 
and filled up the other pofts in the government. And 
now at leaft, though for the firft time in my opinion, 
the Athenians feem to have modelled their government 


• The general coutfc of appointing Nomotbttx was by lot. Their number in the 
whole was a tboufand and one. Their bufinefs was not, as the name feems to im- 
ply, to make new law?, fince that belonged to the lupreme power lodged in the peo- 
ple } but to infptft fuch as were already made, to re-confider fuch as were thought 
to be, or were complained of as, gtievous, and legularly report fuch as ought to be 
continued or ought to be repealed. ^ 

aright. 
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aright. A moderation, finely tempered between the 
few and the many, was now inforced. And, from the 
low fituation into which their affairs were now plunged, 
this enabled Athens to re-ereft her head. 

They decreed, farther, the recallment of Alcibiades 
and his adherents ; and, difpatching a deputation to him 
and the army at Samos, exhorted them to exert their 
utmoft efforts for the public fervice. 

In the firft moments of this new revolution, Pifandcr 
and Alexicles, with their partilans, and in general all 
the great fticklers *for the oligarchy, withdraw privately 
to Decelea. But Ariftarchus, who was one of the ge- 
ncials of the State, took a different route from all the 
reft ; and, carrying ofi' a party of archers, though rank 
Barbarians, went off towards Oenoc : Oenoe was a for- 
trefs of the Athenians on the frontiers of Boeotia. But 
the Corinthians, on a provocation peculiar to them- 
fclves, having procured the concurrence of the Boeo- 
tians, held it now blocked up, becaufe a party of their 
countrymen, drawing off from Decelea, had been put 
to the fword by a fally of the garrifon from Oenoe. A- 
riftarchus, therefore, having in a conference fettled mat- 
ters with the befiegers, deceives tlic garrifon in Oenoe, 
by affuring them, that, “ as their countrymen in A- 
“ thens had made up all their quarrels with the Lace- 
“ dasmonians, they alfo were bound to deliver up this 
“ place to the Boeotians ; and that this was an exprefs 
“ provifion in the treaty.” Giving credit therefore to 
him as in public command, and ignorant of all the late 
tranfadlions becaufe clofely blocked up, they agree with 
the enemy and evacuate the fortrefs. In this manner 
the Boeotians regained polfelTion of abandoned Oenoe : 
And thus the oligarchy and fedicion were fuppreffed at 
Athens. 

But, about the fame fpaceof time in the current fum- 
mer, in regard to the Peloponnefians at Miletus : — — 
AVhen none of thofe, who were fublfituted by Tiffa- 
pherncs during his abfcnce at Afpendus, made regular 

payments j 
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payments; and nothing could be feen cither of TilTapher^ 
nes or the Phcsnician fleet; and Philippus, whoaccompa- 
nied him» fent advice to Mindarus, the admiral in chief; 
and Hippocrates, farther, a citizen of Sparta, who was 
then at Phafclis, advifed him alfo, that ** this fleet 
“ would never join him, and in all refpeds they were 
“ Ihamefully abufed by Tiflaphcrncs « as Pharnaba- 
zus had made them an invitation, and declared him- 
felf ready, if aided by the confederate fleet, to engage 
as flrongly as TiiTaphernes for the revolt of what wties 
yet remained in fubjcdlion to the Athenians ; •— Minda- 
rus, hoping to find more punduality in the latter, with 
notable conduct, and by a fudden fignal to the fleer, 
that his motions might not be difeovered at Samos, 
weighs from Miletus with feventy-threc fail, ^nd bent 
his courfe to the Hellefpont. But, earlier this fum- 
mcr, fixteen ftiips had fleered their courfe thither, and 
ravaged part of the Cherfonefus. Mindarus met with 
tempefluous weather in his paflage, which forced him 
to put into Icarus ; and, after flaying there five or fix 
days for want of weather to keep the fea, he arrives at 
Chios. 

Thrafyllus, fo foofi as informed of the departure from 
Miletus, flood after him with five and fifty fail, ma- 
king the beft of his way left the other (hould enter the 
Hellefpont before he reached him. But, gaining intel- 
ligence that he was put into Chios, and concluding he 
defigned to remain there, he fixed his fcouts at Lefbos 
and the oppofite continent ; that, if the Pcloponnefian 
fleet put out, their motions might be deferied. He 
himfelf, repairing to Mcthyninc, ordered quantities 
of meal and other neceflaries to be prepared, that, in 
cafe he fliould be forced to flay in thefe parts, he might 
make frequent cruifes from Lefbos againfl Chios. 

But, as Ereflus in Lefbos had revolted, his defign 
was farther to attempt its redudion, in cafe it were fea- 
fible. For fome of the Methynean exiles, and thofc 
not the mofl inconfidcrablc of the numbc|;, having 

brought 
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brought over from Cyme about fifty heavy-armed who 
were moft firmly attached to their caufe, and hired o- 
thers from the continent, which increafed their number 
to about three hundred, — Anaxarchus, the Theban, in 
refpeft of confanguinity, being chofen their leader, — 
afiaulted firft Methymne •, and, being repul fed in the 
attempt by the Athenian garrifon which came up from 
Mitylene, and then driven quite off by a battle fought 
in the field, they retired acrols the mountain, and make 
Ereffqs revolt. Thrafyllus, therefore, fieering with 
his fleet againft lifeffus, projedled an afliult. But 
Thrafybulus, with five (hips from Samos, arrived there 
before him, upon information received of the re-paffage 
of the exiles j yet, coming too late before ErelTus to 
prevent a revolt, he lay at anchor before it. T wo other 
Ihips, alfo, bound homewards from the Hellefpont, 
came in, and the Mcthymncan. All the fliips in the 
fleet amounted now to fixty-leven, from which they 
draughted an army for the operations ot land, as fully 
bent, if pofTible, to take Ereflus by a bold affault, with 
engines and ail the arts of attack. 

In the mean time, Mindarus and the Peloponnefian 
fleet at Chios, after two whole days (<.*mployment in ta- 
king in provifions, and receiving from the Chians every 
man on-board three Chian *teJJ'eracq^s, on the the third 
day with urgent difpatch launch out from Chios into 
the wide lea, that they might not be deferied by the 
fleet before Erefilis ; and, leaving Lefbos on the left, 
flood over to the continent. There, putting into the 
harbour of Crateraei on the coafl of Phocea, and taking 
their noon repaft, they proceeded along the coafl: 
of Cyme, and fupped at Arginufae of the continent, 
over-againll Mitylene. From thence, at dead of night, 
they went forwards along the fliore j and, being arrived 

♦ This, according to Spanheim, v-aa a month’s pay, fince he erpUins it by forty- 
three Chian drachmas^ But the words will not bear fuch a conftruftion : A 
was, it is moft probable, a coin peculiar 10 the Chians | but of what vaiuc is rot 
known, nor i: it of any great importance. 
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at Harmatus, which lies facing Methymne, and having 
cat their dinner there, they pafled with the utmoft fpecd 
by Ledus, and LariflTa, and Amaxitus, and other ad- 
jacent places, and reach Rhasdum of the Hellcfponc 
before midnight. Not but that fome fhips of the fleet 
got up no farther than to Sigasum and fome other adja- 
cent places on that coaft. 

The Athenians, who were lying with eighteen fail at 
Seftus, when the lights were waved by their own friends 
for fignals, and they beheld numerous fires kindled on 
a fudden on the hoftile coaft, were well affured that the 
Peloponncfians are approaching. The fame night, 
therefore, under favour of the dark, and with the ut- 
moft expedition, they crept along under the Cherfone- 
fus, and reached Eleus, defirous to put out to fea and 
avoid the enemy ; and, for the fixteen fhips at Abydus, 
they dole away unpcrceivcd of the Abydians, though 
notice had been fent them from their friends juft arrived, 
to keep a good look-out, and not i offer them to fteal 
off. Yet morning no fooner appeared, than, finding 
themfelves in fight of the fleet under Mindarus, and 
that they were adlually chaced, they could not all get 
off. The greatei»part, indeed, fled fafe to the conti- 
nent and Lemnos ; but four, that got laft under fail, 
arc overtaken by the enemy near Eleus ; one, alfo, 
that ran afhore at the temple of Protefilaus, they feize 
with all her hands ; and two more, the crews of which 
efcaped. One, farther, but abandoned, they burn at 

Imbrus. , , , . • . , 

This done, the fhips from Abydus having joined 

them, and the whole fleet being now increafed to four- 
fcofe and fix fail, they fpent the reft of the day in invef- 
ting Eleus ; but, as it would not furrendcr, they drew 

The Athenians, who had been deceived by their 
fcouts, and never imagined that fo large a number ot 
hoftile fhips could pals along undclcried, were very 
coolly carrying on their fiege i but yet were 
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informed of the enemy’s motions, than, inftantly quit- 
ting Ereffus, they advanced with the utmoft expedi- 
tion to fecure the Hcllcrpont. They alfo pick up two 
(hips of the Peloponnehans ; which, running out too 
boldly to fea in the late purfuit, fell in amongft them : 
And, coming up only one day after them, they anchor 
at Eleus, and rc-affemble from Imbrus the (hips which 
had fled thither. Five whole days they fpend here in 
getting every thing in readinefs for a general engage- 
nienr : And after this rcfpitc they came to an adion in 
the following manner. 

The Athenians, ranged in line of battle a-head, 
ftood along (horc towards Seftus. The Peloponnefians, 
aware of their defign, ftood out to fea from Abydus, 
to be ready to receive them. And, as both Tides were 
determined to engage, they unfolded their lines to a 
greater length ; the Athenians, along the Cherfonefus, 
reaching from Idacus to Arrhianje, in all fixty-eight 
fail i and the Peloponnefians, over-againft them, from 
Abydus to Dardanus, being eighty-fix. The line of 
the Peloponnefians was thus formed : The Syracufans 
had the right j and on the left was ranged Mindarus, 
and the (hips moft remarkable fee being good Tailors. 
Amongft the Athenians, Thrafyllus had the left, and 
Thrafybulus the right : The reft of the commanders 
were regularly pofted according to their rank. The 
Peloponnefians, (hewing moft cagernefs to begin the 
engagement, endeavoured with their left to over-reach 
the right of the Athenians, in order to exclude them, 
if polTible, from ftrctching out into the main fea, and, 
by keeping them cramped up, to force their center a- 
gainft the (hore, which was not far diftant. The Athe- 
nians, aware of the enemy’s delign to (hut them up, 
plying up a-heajd, forced themfeives an opening, and 
in velocity beat them all to nothing. 

By thefc motions, the left of their line became ex- 
tended beyond the cape called Cynos-fema. The con- 
fequence of which was cxpcfing their center, compoled 

B b 2 only 



372 THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR. B.VIII. 
only of the weakeft Ihips, and thofe ranged at too great 
a diftance from one another ; efpecially as in number 
of velTels they were quite inferior, and as the coaft 
round the Cynos-fema was (harp, and in an acute angle 
runs out into the water, fo that part of the line on one 
fide was out of fight of the other. The Peloponne- 
fians, therefore, charging the center, drove at once the 
ihips of the Athenians upon the beach •, and, being fo 
far manifeftly viflors, leaped boldly on (bore to purfue 
them. But neither thofe under Thrafybulus coulcUalTill 
the center from the right, becaule of the multitude 
of ihips that Rood in to awe them ; nor could 
thofe under Thrafyllus do it from the left, be- 
caufe the interpofition of cape Cynos-fema hid from him 
the view of what had pafled ; and at the fame time the 
Syracufans and others, who, equal in ftrength, lay hard 
upon him, prevented his moving. At length, the Pc- 
loponnefians, prefuming the vidfory their own, broke 
their order to give different chace to fingle Ihips, and 
in too heedlefs a manner threw confufion upon a part of 
their own line. And now thofe under I'hrafybulus, 
finding the fquadron oppofed to them began to flacken, 
flopped all farther •extenfion of their line a-head ; and, 
tacking upon them, refolutely engaged, and put them 
to flight. Charging next the difperfed ihips of the Pe- 
loponnefians, which compofed the fquadron that pre- 
fumed iilelf vidtorious, they made havoc ; and, by ftri- 
king them with a panic, routed the greater part without 
refiltance. Now alio the Syraculans were beginning to 
give way before the fquadron under Thrafyllus •, andy ‘ 
leeing others in open flight, were more eafily tempted 
to follow their example. The defeat now being mani- 
feftly given, and the Peloponnefians flying away for 
ihelter, firft towards the river Pydius, and afterwards 
to Abydus, the Athenians made prize of only an incon- 
iiderable number of ihipping •, for the Hellclponr, be- 
ing narrow, afforded fhort retreats to the enemy. How- 
ever they gained a vi(5lory by fca, moll opportune in- 
deed 
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deed in their prcfent fituaiion : For hitherto, afraid of 
the naval ftrength of the Pcloponnefians, becaufe (if the 
rebuffs they had lately received from it, and the cala- 
mitous event of the Sicilian expedition, from this mo- 
ment they flopped all fruitlefs fclf-accufations or ground- 
lefs exaggerations of the enemy’s ability by fea. Some 
Ihips of the enemy in fa£l they take j for inftance, eight 
Chian, five Corinthian, two Ambraciot, two Boeotian j 
but, of Leucadian, and Lacedemonian, and Syracu- 
fan, and Pellenean, a Angle one of each : But then they 
fuffered the lofs of fifteen (hips of their own. 

After ereding a trophy upon the cape of Cynos-fema, 
and picking up the fhatters of the fight, and giving up, 
under truce, their dead to the enemy, they difpatched 
a trireme to Athens, to notify the vidory. On the ar- 
rival of this veflel, thofe at home, after hearing the 
news of this unhoped-for fuccefs, greatly rcTumed their 
fpirits, which had been dejeded by the recent misfor- 
tunes at Euboea and the lad effeds of their fedition, 
and hoped the State might again refumc its power if 
they cheerfully exerted their efforts in its behalf. 

On the fourth day after the battle, the Athenians, 
having diligently refitted their fleetoat Seflus, failed a- 
gainft Cyzicus, which had revolted : And, deferying 
eight fhips from Byzantium riding at anchor under 
Harpagiiim and Priapus, they crouded fail towards 
them i and, having in battle upon the fhore defeated 
their crews, made prizes of them all. Repairing thence 
againft Cyzicus, which was quite unfortified, they re- 
duced it once more, and exaded large contributions 
from it. 

But, during this interval, the Pcloponnefians made 
a trip from Abydus to Eleus, and brought off as many 
of their own Ihips which had been taken as were able to 
fail i the refidue the P'ldifians burnt. They alfo dif- 
patched Hippocrates and Epicles to Euboea, to fetch 
up their fleet from thence. 

Bb 3 
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About the fame fpacc of time, Alcibiades alfo, at the 
head of his fquadron of thirteen fail, returned from 
Caunus and Phafelis into the harbour of Samos, report- 
ing that “ by his management he had diverted the 
“ jundion of the Phoenician fleet with the Peloponne- 
flans, and made TiflTaphernes a fafter friend than 
ever to the Athenians.” After enlarging his fqua- 
dron by the addition of nine more juft manned, he le- 
vied large contributions upon the Halicarnafleans, and 
fortified Cos. After thefc exploits, and putting the 
government of Cos into proper haflds, he returned a- 
gain, about autumn, to Samos.* 

From Afpendus alfo Tiflaphernes rode back poft- 
hafte into Ionia, fo foon as advifed of the departure of 
the Pdloponncfian fleet from Miletus for the Plcllef- 
ponL 

But, as the Peloponncfians were now in the Hellef- 
pont, the Antandrians, (who arc of Aiolic defeent,) 

* As the Eagli/h reader ii here to take his leave of Alcibiades, he may have the 
curioSty to know what became of him after. — Every thing fucceeded fo well, under 
him and his aflivc collegues, that the Lacedjemonians, having received feveral de- 
feats both by land and fea, and loft two hundred Ihips, were again neceflitated to fue 
for peace. After fuch great ferviccs, Alcibiades returned triumphant to Athens, 
The whole city flocked down to the Pirajus to meet him. All ftrove to get a fight 
of Alcibiades j they carefled him, crowned him, curfed the authors of his exile, and 
burried him away to an allembiy of the people. There he harangued them fora time} 
then flopped and flicd trars in abundance } then harangued them again. In fliort, 
they undid all they had ever done againft him j and Alcibiades for a time was all in 
all at Athens. Yet, in fubfi quent commands, he happened not to be fuccefsful j a 
crime which hir countrymen very feldom forgave. He became a fecond time an exile 
from Athens. His great abilities made him a continual terror, both to foreign and 
domeflic enemies. Yet now he perfevered to ferve his country, by caballing in their 
favour, and advifing them on critical occafions. Yet all in vain s Lyfander was foon 
mafter of the Pirsus and of Athens. Alcibiades retired into Phiygia, and was hand- 
fomely fopported by the bounty of his friend Phariiabazus ; who however was 
Wfought upon at laft, by the joint folliciutions of his enemies and the plea of its 
oeceflity for the icrvice of ibe kirg, to undertake bis deftruflion. The agents of 
Pharnabazus duift not attempt him in an open manner, but fet fire to his houfe by 

night. By throw ii.g in clothes to damp the flames he got out fafe. fbe Barbarians 
footj fpied him, Ihot him to death with arrows and darts, then cut off his head, and 
carried it to Pharnabaaus. I fliall only add, that he was but forty years old when he 
was thus deflroyed, , 

having 



B.VIII. THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR. 375 
having procured from Abydus a party of heavy-armed 
who marched acrofs mount Ida, received them into 
their city, provoked to this ftep by the injurious con- 
duft of Arfaces, a Perfian, lieutenant to Tiflaphernes. 
This man, pretending he had enemies to cope with 
whom yet he never named, prevailed with the Delians 
fettled in Adramittium, bccaufe they had been obliged 
by the Athenians to quit Delos in the affair of the ex- 
piation, to attend him in this lecret expedition with the 
flower of their ftrength ; and, leading them forwards 
with all the fliewt)f friendlhip and alliance, watched 
the opportunity when they were bufy at their meal, 
furrounded them with a body of his own foldiers, and 
(hot them to death with darts. Fearing him, therefore, 
becaufe of this inftance of a cruel temper, left fome 
fuch adl of violence he might execute alfo upon them, 
as in other refpedls he had impofed fome burdens upon 
them which they could not bear, the Antandrians ejeft 
his garrifon out of their citadel. But Tiffaphernes, 
perceiving how deeply the Peloponncfians were con- 
cerned in this affair, and efteeming himfelf fadly in- 
jured alfo at Miletus and Cnidus (fince in thofe places 
too his garrifons had been ejcdle^) 5 and fearing they 
would proceed to other commiffions of the fame nature ; 
chagrined moreover that perhaps Pharnabazus, in lefs 
time and with lefs expence, having obtained their con- 
currence, Ihould make a greater progrefs againft the 
Athenians 5 — he determined in perfon to repair to Hel- 
Iclpont, in order to expoftulate with them about their 
late proceedings at Antander, and to wipe off, as hand- 
fomcly as he could, the afperfions thrown upon his own 
condudt in regard to the Phoenician fleet and other points. 
Arriving therefore firft at Ephefus, he offered facrificc 
to Diana »*♦*•[- 

When the winter following this fummer (hall be ended, 
the tWenty-firft year of the war will be alfo completed. 

f Here breaks off abruptly the Hiftory of the Peloponncfian war by Thucydides, 
The adjuffmeat of time anaej^eo feems plainly of another band, 

B b 4 INDEX. 
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Vottt The Letters refer to the Voi 
BronychuSt I. 71. 
Acanthus t II. 19. 
AcarnanianSf excellent 
flingers, I. 195. 
conquer the Ambraciots% 305. 
make peace with thein> 310. 
enter into an alliance with the 
Athenians f 183. 

Acbarnians, 1 . 1 42, 144, 

Admetust king of the MaloJJianst 

I. 108. 

JEantidaSi tyrant of Lamp/acus^ 

II. 147. 

jE^ineta, formerly of great 
power at fea, I. 13. ftir up 
the war againll the Athenians, 
50. conquered by the Aihe- 
mans at fea, 8 1 • how and 
why expelled jEgina by the 
Athenians, 147. are fettled by 
the Lactdamcnians at Thyrea, 
ibid, how u<cd by the Athe- 
nians they reduced 

rea, 358. 

JEgyptians, which of them moil 
warlike, I. 84. 

Aineas, 1. 410. 

jEneJias, I. 123. r* 

jEnians, II. 247. 

AEolians, tributary to Athens, 
11. 247. 

jEjimides, I. 37. 

jEjon, II. 37. 

Aitheans, I. 78. 

jEtolians, I. 5. invaded by the 
Athenians, 296. defeat then:i« 
298. 

Agamemnon, I. 7. 

Agatharchidas, 1 . 197. 

Jtgatharcus, 11. 214. 

Agrjnnder, I. 113. 

Ag^pppidas, II. 53. 

Agis, king of Sparta, f. 290, 
314. he commands againll the 
Argives, II. 5;. lets them go 
without a battle, 57. is accu 
fed for it at Sparta, 59. mar- 
ches a fecond time againll 
60. gains the vidory 


\mes and the Figures to the Besges* 
at Mantinea, 68. fortifies De- 
celea in Attica, 209. makes an 
unfuccefsful attempt on A- 
thens, 339. 

non, 1 . 209. the Ion of AV> 
cias, collegue to Pericles, 91. 
beliegeth Potideea, 170. the 
found^er of AmphipoUs, 396, 
II. II. 

Agraans, I. 308. 

Agrianians, I. 210. 
jigrigentitffs, neutral in the* Sici- 
lian war, 11. 248. 

Alcaus, archon at Athens, If. 

Aicamenes, 285, 289. 

Alcihiades, Ibn of Clinlas, 11 . 
39. his expedition into Pelo- 
ponne/ns, 51. and to Argos, 
76, named for one of the 
commanders in Sicily, 99. his 
fpeech on that occafion, 106. 
is accufed about the Mercuries, 
and for profaning the mylle- 
ries, 118, 141. infills on a 
trial, 1 1 8. fets out for Sicily, 
,119. his opinion at a council 
of war, 138. is lecalled to 
take his trial, 141. flies, and 
is outlawed, i$e. takes refuge 
zx. Sparta, 176. his fpeech at 
Sparta, ibid, advifeth the La- 
cedtemunians about profecuting 
the war, 286, 291. lent to Chi. 
os ssvikiChalcideusyZC)!. his tranf- 
adlions at Miletut, 294. goes to 
Tijfaphernes, and becomes a 
favourite, 317. contrives his 
own recaiment to Athens, 319. 
his quarrel with Phrynichus, 
321. is recalled, 3.^8, 367. 
his management at Samos, 
349 » 353 - Afpendus, 

35 ^* . j . 

adas, the Laetdamonian admi.* 

ral, fent to Lejbos, I, 229, 
236. he flies, 24O. Returns to 
Peloponnejus, 276. fails lo Cor- 
ey ra, ziQ, one of the three 

leaders 




INDEX. 


leaden of the colony to Htra- 
tlea, 293. 

Alcinidast 11. 19. 22. 

Alcipbron, If. 56. 

Alcmaon^ 1 . 216. 

Alemaomdat 1 I< 147* 

AU*archu$i 1 I> 209. 

AUxicUiy put under arreft, II. 

361. flies to DrrWea, 367. 
Alexippidas, II. 329. 

Almepians, 1 . 112. 

A/nbfaciots f aid the Coyinthitiits 
d^ainft the Corcyregns, I. 20, 
21. make war on the Amphilo- 
thian$, 182. and the Ac arm- 
uians, 193. make another ex- 
pedition againft both, 300. 
take Olpe, 303, are defeated, 
305. make peace, 310. lend 
aid to the Syracu/ans, H. 249. 
Ameinias, 1 . ^21, 

Ameiaiades, I. l8l« 

Aminoclesy 1 . 1 1 . 

Amorges, revolts from the king 
of Perjioy II. 286. is taken 
prifoner by the PeUponnefmnSy 
and delivered to TiJfapherntSy 

304* 

Ampelidasy II. 21. 

Amphiaty 1.410. 

Amphilochiansy I. 182, 309. 
AmphiJfcnJianSy J. 299. 

AmyntaSy I. 209. 

AmyrtauSy 1 . 84. 

Anaxarchuty II. 369. 

Anaxilas, II. 96* 

Andocidesy I. 41. 

AndtacUsy II. 334* 

Andromen St U* 39 * 

Andfojihenciy II. 48. 

Aitiltiat'!, 11.246. 

Antl'ipt'i.,, il. 19, 22. 

Anttihi, 1.9 1. 

AmimcnidaSy II. 39. 

A-itiechusy king of the Ortjliansy 
I. 194. 

rr. pj, 

Antijo'w, ^1!. 3 3158. 

11. 3 > • 1 3 3 
^atitaiuviSy L ly-i. 


Apodetiy I. 29;. 

Arcadiansy furnilbed with fliipa 
by Agamemnon in the Trojan 
expedition, I. 8. mercenaries, 
II. 248. 

ArehediUy II. 147. 

Archelausy I. 213. 

ArcheftratuSy I. 44. 

Archetimusy I. 23. 

Afchias oi Camarinay I. 332. 
Archas, the Corintbiany founder 
of Syracu/ey II. 94. 
Archidamusy king of Sparta, his 
fpeech about the war, I. 62. 
command s in the invalion oiAt. 
tua, 131. his fpeech, ibid. cohj. 
mands in another invafjon, 
161. and againft 
ArcksnideSy II. 195* 

Argiliansy a colony of A'idrians, 

397 - 

Argi-vesy have thirty years truces 
with the Lacedtentonions, 11. 
13. are irritated oy the Corin' 
thians again ft tie Lacedamo- 
mans, 25. aim at being a lea- 
ding ftate, 26. make war upon 
the Epidauriansy 51, are fur- 
rouaded by the Luadtewoniansy 
but let go, 56. are defeated at 
Mantinea, and ntake fcace, 
67, 71. 

ArianthidaSy 1. 386. 

Arijiagoras, I. 396. 

Arijlarchusy 11.358,361, 367, 
Arifteusy fon of Pellicas, I. 23. 
Arifteusy fon of Adimantus, I. 45, 
49, 181,182. 

AriJieuSy ^<iLactdami>niany 1. 42 1 . 
Arijlidesy fon of lyfmaehuSy 1. 7 1 . 
AnpdtSy fon of Archippusy I. 

354. 374 ; 

AriJiocleSy 11 . I 5 »^ 7 * 

AriJiocaltSy II. 19* 

Anfiocratesy II. 23, 357 * 3 ^®* 
Arifiogiton, I. 16. II. 142 ' 

Ariftoy II. 228. 

Ariftoneusy of Larija, 1 . 145* the 
founder of Agrigentum, II. 95 * 
Aripphony 11 . 354 * „ , 

A. ip tit* 
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^riftsiU, fon of Timaeratts, I. }04. 

Jfr^ms, kia; of t^usLyMceftiamit 
1. 378, wajrred agaiaft by B^a- 
^0$ Perdiccastt 380, 41 3. 

Artabaziitt 1 . 102. 

JrtaphtrmSf 1* 334* 

Jrust 11.223. 

Artaxtrxes Longimanust 1 . 80. be* 
£^ns toreign, 109. dies, 354. 

Aftfimi Ion of Pbarmio, his ex- 
ploiu and death, I. 221. 

AfiymathuSt I. 261. 

AfiyochuSf the Lactieernonian ad- 
miral, II. 296, 306. goes to 
298. in great danger, 
rcfueth to fuccour the 
*. 308, 311. betrays 

i 323. is mutinied 

a^ ■ by his own Teamen, and 
ret to Spartot 35 1 . 

Aihtni 'rave (heher at firft to 
all ould fettle amongll 

thei. had war with the 

A&gi. o. how they be- 
came 1 power, 15, a- 

bando •fns and fought at 

Salam built their walls, 

69. mt igainlt the king 

of Ptrjtu Pau/ania^, 73. 
Gain a * ory at Eurymedon^ 
yy. red' the iile of Thajos, 

ibid. ' ve the Helots ^ and 
fettle i at Naupailus, -jg. 
their in Egypt, ibid. 83. 
wi; ' Corittthiant and Epi- 

dau’ ibid, and JEgimta, 
S' tth the haetdamoniaHS , 

Ecsotians, 86. Sieysnians, 
j, CypnaMt, 26 , recover Cbxt- 
ronea, 87. defeated at Coronea, 
ibid, reduce ibid, make 
war upon Samos, 89- make al- 
liance with the Corcyreans, 36. 
alCft them againll tlie Cotiu- 
thians, ib. their meafures with 
the Potidaans, 44. make war 
upon Ptrdiccas, 45, fight the 
Petidtxans and Cerintbiaxt, 48. 
hefitge Potidtta, 49. deliberate 
about the PtUpmntJiau war. 


E 5 f. 

113. prepare for defence, 1 28. 
fend their fleet to cratfe upon 
Ptloponntfm,^ 14$* attack 
thont, 146. invade jLtfm/, 147. 
ejeft ^eJEginH^ from the ifle 
of JEgina, ibid, make an alli- 
ance with Siiakts, 148. take 
Soliumexi\ Aftacui, 149. invade 
the Megarit, ibid, fortify Ata~ 
lante, 1 50. celebrate the pub- 
lic funeral, 151. are afflicted 
with the plague, 161. fend 
their fleets to cruife on JV/o- 
ponnefus, 169. are angry with 
PsricUs, 171, take Potidte.i, 1 84. 
war upon the Cbakidtans, 192, 
fight the PtloponntJiaHf at tea, 
1 96. fend a fleet to Lejbos, 218. 
befiege MityUnt, 220. reduce 
it, 237. feize the ifland of M- 
noa, 259, fend a fleet to Siciiy, 
288. their war in Acarnanta, 
294. are defeated by the JE'- 
tolians, 298. their proceedings 
in Sicily, 313. they fehse and 
fortify Pylus, 314. fight be- 
tween them and the Leuedetmo. 
mans, 3 20. fight \!e.eSyracufans , 
331. invade the Corinthians, 
347. take AnaHorium, 353, 
conquer Cyihtra, 355. take 
Thyrea, 359. furprife Ni/efa, 
368. invade Bantia, and are 
defeated at 38$* 391. 

lofe Amphipolis, 397. make a 
truce with the Lacedaemonians, 
406. iekeMtnde, befiege 
Sciont, 420. cje6i the Deliasss% 
If. 1. are conquered \sy Brafi^ 
das at Amphipolis, 10 . make a 
peace, 16. take^c;«»r,29. want 
to break the peace, 39. make 
an alliance with the Argivts, 
45. invade and reduce Melos, 
77. determine on the Sicilian 
expedition, 92. their prepara- 
tions, 117. they fail for 
iig. land at Syracufe, i;4. 
fight, 136. folicic the alliance 
of CamurinAi 162. take 
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hft 185. Zyratufit 186. 

fight with Gpipfus, 1 99. TcimI 
a rciaforccnient to^dr»/^,a 1 o. 
fight the Cirinthians at Erineust 
225. defeated in the attack of£- 
,234. areraifing the fiege, 
240. are Hopped by an eclipfs 
of the inooB, 241. fight the 
battle io the harbour, 2^9. 
inarch away, 265. forced to 
farrender, 274, 276. their con- 
Hernationat Jt&ens, 281. their 
nieafures, 284. take Mityhnt^ 

298. fubdue the Ctazomnianst 

299. befiege the Chians, ibid, 

defeat the 301- quit 

Miletus for fear of the Pelopon- 
nejians, 303. fight and are de- 
feated, 314. folicit the friend- 
itii^olTiJfaphernes, 327. fight 
with the Chians, “ill* lofe their 
democracy, 332. lofe Eubaa, 
^65. defeat the Peloponnejians 
in the battle of Cyms-fema, 371. 

•Athenaus, I. 409. 

Athtnagoras, his fpeech at Syra~ 
cu/e, II. 1281 

At reus, I. 7. 

Autecks, I. 355, 410. 

B. 

Battus, I. 348. 

Bceotians, ejedted out of yfrw, I. 
II. conquered by Athenians 
at Otnophyta, 85. become free, 
87. win the battle of Delium, 
391. befiege 394. take 

PanaSum, II. 3. fend aid to 
the Syracufans, 209. 

J?dr0r/a«-RuIer$, eleven in num- 
ber, 1. 386. II. 35. four coun- 
cils, 35. 

BomitnJiaHs, I. 297. 

Bottiaeans, I. 44, 192, 212. 

Brajidas, laves MetJstmt, and re- 
ceives the public commenda- 
tion at Sparta, 1 . 146. is of the 
council to Alcidas, z8o. his 
gallant behaviour at Pylus, 321. 
faves Megara, 373. marches to 
Hbrace, his charadter, 379. 


E X. 

marches againft the I^nei/iam, 

380. harangues tht Acassthiatu, 

381. gets polTeffion of Ampii- 
polis, 399. is repulfed at Em, 
400. marches into A3t, 40a. 
takes Terone, 403. and Lt^m 
thus, 406. crowned by the Set- 
oneans, 411. marches afecond 
time againft thelj)»r(ry?/e/!rr, 4 1 3. 
his brave retreat, 415. makes 
an unfuccefsful attempt on Pa- 
tidaa, 422. oppofeth Clem at 
Amphipolis, II. 5. refolves to 
attack, 7. harangues, ibid, 
follies, IO. conquers and dies, 
II. his funeral, ibid. 

Braures, 1 . 400. 

Byzantines, revolt from the 
nians, 1. 90. 

C. 

Callias, fon of Calliadts, I. 46* 
killed, 48. 

Callicrates, I. 23. 

CalUenJians, I. 293. 

Camarinians, twice ejcdled. If. 
96. their condudf in the Sici>> 
lianyezr, 141, 174. 

Camlyjes, I. 12. 

Carcisffis, I. 1 45. 

Carians, I. 4, 6. 

Carthaginians, 1 . 1 2. II. 1 23 , 178* 

Caryjlians, I. 76. 11 * 246. 

Catan'eans, dwell under mount 
Mtna, 1, 312. reduced by the 
Athenians, II. 140, 248.' 

Cecrops, king of Athens, 1 . 137. 

Ceryees, IJ. 325. 

Chareas, II. 343, 353. 

Chalcidius, the Laeedamenian 
miral, II. 291. his exploits, 
292, 294. killed by the Athe^ 
suans, 299. 

Chakideans of Euheea, make war 
with the Erttrians, 1 . 13. fub- 
jedl to the Athenians, II. 246. 

CbalcideansoiThraee, revolt from 
the Athenians, I. 45. defeat 
them, 1 91. enter into league 
with the Argives, 11 . 29. 

Cbaonians, 1 . 193. 

ebaricUs, 
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Ckaricksi II. 210. 216. 

Cbaminust an Athenian comman- 
der, II. 306. defeated by the 
Peloponne^anst 315. helps the 
oligarchical party ^iSamost 342. 

Charaadatt Ton of Euphilitus^ I. 

288. killed, 291. 

Cbionh, II. 19,22. 

Cbiansy fufpeaed, II. 289. re- 
volt from the Athenians, 293. 
their war, 299. 

Chryjis, I. 123, 421. 

Cilitians, I. 86. 

Cimn, ion of Miltiades, takes E~ 
ton, I. 76. beats the Ptrfians 
at Eurymtdon, 77. dies in the 
expedition to Cyprus, 86. 

Char thus, II. 348. 

Clearidas, commands in Amphi^ 
polis, I. 421. If. 7. conquers 
Cleon with Brajidas, 1 1 . endea- 
vours to break the peace, 20. 

Cleippides, I. 218. 

Chobulus, II. 33. 

Cltomedes, II. 77. 

Cleomnts, I. too* 

Cieen, his fpeech, I. 243. his 
command at Pylus, 337, 339, 
346. his command in Pderace, 
11 . I, 5. conquered by Braji' 
Jidas, and killed, j 1. 

Cleopompus, I. 170. 

Cntmus, the Spartan, commands 
a fquadron againd Zacynthus, 
I. 1 81 . fent into Acarnania, 
193. retires from Stratus, 195. 

Conen, 11. 221. 

Copitnjians, I. 389. 

Cereyreans, founders of Epidam- 
nus, I. 19. were ihemfelves a 
Corinthian colony, 20. make 
war on Epidamnus, z 1 . beat the 
Corinthians zx. itz, beg the 
alliance of Athens, 25. their 
fpeech at Athens, 26. their fuc- 
cefs, 36. engage HatCoiinibians 
atfca, 38. their fedition, 276, 
353. aid the Athsntans in- the 
war of Sicily. II. 247. 

Corinthians, Aril built Ihips of war, 


I. II. their quarrel with the 
Cor eyr eons about Epidamnus, 20. 
their fpeech at Athens, 30. con- 
tinuation of their war with the 
Corcyreans, 37. fend aid to Po- 
tidaa, 4^. hate the Athenians, 
49. their firft fpeech at Lace- 
damon, ^ 6 , their fecond, 93. 
excite difeontent in Peloponne- 
/us, II. 23, 25. make alliances 
with the Eleans and Argives, 30. 

Syr acu/ans, 182,207. 

Coronians, ;. 389. 

Cranians, 1 . 15 1. 

Cranonians, 1 . 144. 

Cratamenes, 1 1 . 9 3 . 

Crejlonians, I. 402. 

Cretans, II. 248. 

Crcefms, I. 1 3. 

Cyclops, II. 92. 

Cylon, the hillory of him, I. 98. 

Cynes, 1 . 2 1 5. 

C>'rw the elder, 1. 12, 13. 

Cyrus the younger, 1 . 80. 


D. 


Ddlthus, II. 19. 

Damagetus, ibid. 

Damagon, I. 293. 

Damotimus, I. 410. 

Darius, king of Ptrjia, fucceeds 
Cambyfes, I. 1 2. reduces the 
illes, 13. 

Darius , fon of Artaxerxes, II. 285. 
his leagues with the Lactdccmo- 
nians, 295, 310, 329. 

Dafeon, II. 96, 

Delians, removed out of Delos by 
the Athenians, II. I. brought 
thither again, 30. 

Dtmaratus, II. 1 9 3. 

Dsmarebus, II. 352. 

Demodocus, I. 374. 

Detnnjlbenes, I. 291. his war in 
AitoUa,z^c^. his feizure of and 
exploits zi Pylus, 317, 319. bis 
harangue, ibid, his attempt on 
Megara, 366. carries up arc- 
inlorceinent againll^r^ra/^, 11. 
210. arrives at Syracufe, 231 . 
'•epuifed at EptpoU, 233. i« for 

railing 
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raifing the fiege,236. decamps, 
26;. ftjrrenders with the troops 
under bis command, 274. is 
put to death, 278, 

Demottles, I* 333 » 

Dercylidas, II. 33 1. 

Derdas, 1 . 43. 

Derftcans, 1.214. 

Dians, T. 210. II. 529* 

DiSideans, take Tbyjfus, II. 32* 
dwell on mount Athos, 74. re> 
volt from the Athenians, ibid. 

Diemporus, 1. 123. 3 

Diitriphts, II. 219. 

Diodoitts, his fpeech, I 250. 

Dieme den, the Chians, U. 

299. favours the democracy,342, 

Diomilus, II. 185, 

Diotimus, I. 37. 

Diotrefhes, II. 333. 

Diphilus, II. 224. 

Dolopes, I. 76. 

Doras, I. 74. 

Dorians, in Peloponntfus, I. II. 
foundersof 82,293. 

bordering on the Carians, 131. 
warred upon by the Phecians, 
82. perpetual enemies to /<?- 
nians, 11. 167. 

Dorieus, t]\t Rhodian, I. 22 F. 

Dor tens, the Thurian, II. 309. 

Droans, ot 'i brace, 1 . 214. 

E. 

Edonians, I. 77, 212, 402. 

EgejUans, at war with the Seli- 
nuntians, 11. 96. folicit aid .Tt 
Athens, gj. tueir trick, 1 3O. 

Eleans, defeated by iae Athenian’, 
I. 147. in alliance with the 
Corinthians and Argi-ves, II. 28. 
with the Athenians, 45. 

Eleu/i nians, warred again ft Erec- 
theus, 1. 137. 

Elymi, II. 93. 

J.mpedias, II. 19,22. 

Endius, the Spartan, ll. 286. em- 
bafl'ador to Athens, 4I. his en- 
mity with 291. 

Entinus, the Cretan, founder 
of Gtla, IJ. 95. 


E X, 

Eordians, I. 212. 

Epidamnians, hat railed with (edi- 
tions, I. 19. beg aid at Cerrr- 
ra, ibid, at Corinth, 20. bc- 
fieged by the Cereyreans, 21. 
reduced, 23. 

Epitadas, 1 . 318, 345. 

lEpitelidas, 1.421. 

EreQheus, I. 1 37. 

Eretrians, at war with the ChaU 
cideans, I. 1 3. fubjeft and tri- 
butary to Athens, II. 24)6. 

Erythraans, II. 292. 

EttonicuSy IL 298. 

Eualas, II. 29.7. 

Evarchus,XyTtiatoi Ajl(tins,\* 149* 
another of the name, II. 94. 

Euhulus, II. 298. 

Euilet, the Athenian, I. 398. 

Eucles, the Syracujan, li. 19 •« 

Euclides, founderolMwrra, II.96. 

Euilemon, II. 306. 

Eve/peritet, II. 240. 

Euition, II. 315. 

Enmachus, I. 1 50. 

EttmoJpida, II. 325. 

Eumoipus, I. 137. 

Euphamidas, 1 . 150, 4I0< 

EpheAus, his fpcech at Camarina, 
II. 168. 

Ea>ylocbus, the Spartast, I. 299, 
303, 305. 

Eurymae/.ns, I. 124, 1 28. 

Ettrymcd'.n, lent to Cercyra, I. 282- 
to Sidy, 314. is fined for re- 
turning, 365. lent thither a- 
gain, n. 206. arrives at Syrn- 
cuje, 230. killed, 243. 

Euryfihius, king of Micense, I. 7. 

Earytanians, I. 299. 

Eujirophus, 11 . 37. 

Eulbydemus, II. 19, 23. a COn|- 
mandcr at Syratu/e, 206. on- 
fuccsfsfuIiathelaftbatJc, 259. 

G. 

Gelon, king of Syracufe, II. 95i 96. 

Geloans, bjild Agrigenium, 11 . 95. 
aid the Syacujans, 248. 

GetCP, I. 209* 

Clauco, I 4I. 

Goaseis, 
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Goaxist 1. 400. 

GangjIitSf the Erttriattf 1. loi. 

Gongyhuf the Corinthian^ II. 1 9 5 . 

■Graantu, I. 210. 

Grttiantt account of the old, 1. 2. 
how they undertook the Trojan 
expedition, 7. applied them- 
fel ves to maritime affairs, 1 2, t ; . 

Gylippust Tent to command at Sy- 
racu/tf n. 182. arrives there, 
196. his battles, 199. takes 
PkmnyriHtntixt, procures fuc< 
cours, 240. fights the Jthe- 
niant, 243. fiops their decamp- 
ment, 265. takes Nicias priio* 
ner, 276. brings home the 
fleet from Sicily ^ 292. 

Gyrteniantf I. 144. 

H. 

HaHartians, I. 389. 

JtUrmec/ins, hiftory of him, II. 1 42. 

Hegefandtrt II. 209. 

Htgtfandridaoy II. 359, 363. 

Hegtjippidast II. 51. 

Hmh, I. 7. 

HellanicuSf X. 76. 

Htllenf fon of Deucalion f I. 3. 

Helots y their revolt from, and war 
wi^, the Laetdamonian^X, 78. 
are feared, and 2000 of them 
made away with, 378. 

HtracUetsy II. 50. 

Heraclidcty kill Euryjihtusy I. 7. 

HtratlideSy the Syraeu/an, 11. 160, 
191. 

Heroans, If. 63. 

Htrnutondasy 1. 220. 

Hermoerattsy his fpeecb to the Sici- 
lians y I. 360. to the Syraet^fansy 
II. 123. bischaraAer, 139. en- 
courages the Syraaufansy ibid, 
made a commander, 160. bis 
ipeech at Camarina, 162. his 
ftratagem, 264. baniflicd, 352. 

Htrmony II. 360. 

Htfiody I. 296. 

Htffiansy I. 299. 

Htfiiaansy i. 88. II. 246. 

Htftiodorusy 1. 184. 

Hitrenjiansy 1. 293. 


Hieropbony I. 304. 

HippagrtUsy I. 343. 

Hipparthusy hiftory ofhim,lI.i42. 

HippiasyfztYitt oUPijiJlratusy II. 25 3 

HippiaSy the eldeft fon of Pijijlra- 
tusy hiftory of him, II. 143. 

HippiaSy the Arcadiany I. 241. 

Hippoclusy tyrant of Lampfacusy 
II. 147. 

Hippoclusy (omoiMonippus, II.X92. 

Hippocratesy the Athenian, I. 366. 
hisattemptonMrrara, 367. his 
haranguf, 390. Icilled at* the 
battle of Dtliunty 395. tyrant 
o(Gela, II. 96. 

Hippocrates, the Spartan, I. 309. 

HippolocbidaSy I. 376. 

Hipponieus, 1. 292. 

Hipponoidas, II. 67. 

Homer, I. 3, 8, 303. 

Hya^ans, 1. 299. 

Hybleans, II. 183. 

H'tblon, II. 95. 

Hyptrbolnsy 11. 34I. 

1. 

Iberians, II. 93, 178. 

Illyrians, I. 2i, 4 1 4. 

ImbrianSy I. 2 20. II. 246. 

Jnarusy an African king, revolts 
from the Perfian monarch, I. 
80. crucified, 85. 

Jolciusy II. 19, 23. 

loniansy had a great fleet in the 
reign of Cyrus, and were roaf- 
ters at fea, I. 1 1 . fubdued by 
Cyrus, 12. revolt, 73. enemies 
to the Dorians, 11. 168. ufed 
to affemble at Dehs, I. 298. 

IppenJiunSy I. 299. 

IfarcbiiaSy I. 23. 

ifebagoras, 1. 421. II. I9, 22. 

Ifocratesy I. 197* 

IJlhmionicuSy 11. 19$ 23. 

Italusy 11. 93* 

Itamanesy 1. 241. 

JtonianSy II. 5. 

Jtys, 1 . 148. 

li. • ^ 

Laeedeemonianty their p6wer in 
Peloponnefus, 1. 9. their drcfs.j. 

were 
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were the firft who ftripped in 
the public g«iics> ibid, demo* 
liihed tyrantiy 14. deluded by 
ThmiflteltSf yn. tccufe him, 
107. war againft their thhtiy 

78. at war with the Athenians ^ 

79. and the Deriant, ibid, beat 

the Athenians at TanagrOf 83. 
make a truce for five years, 86. 
begin the war, ibid, make 
a thirty years truce with the 
Athtnians,%i, confultaboutthe 
Pekponnejian war, 62. determine 
for it, 68, 98. fend embaffies to 
Athens to fpin out tine, 98. 
vaviAt Attica, 131. affign-?^- 
reaX.oi\it^ginitee, 147. invade 
Attica, i6i. make war on Za- 
eynthiu, 181. inarch to Plataa, 
andbefiegeit, 185. invade//- 
rar»««/a, 193. fight at Tea, 197. 
their projeft to feizs the Pireeus, 
207. invade 227. refolve 
to fuccour the Mityleneanst ib. 
become mailers of Plataa, 260. 
put the Plataans to death, 275. 
beat the Corcynans at Tea, 28 1 . 
fend a colony io Heraclea, 292. 
their expedition agai nil the Am- 
philochians, 303. mvenie Attica, 
3 14. their endeavours to recover 
Pylus, 316. fend an embafly to 
Athem to foJicit a peace, 324. 
vanquiihed in Sphafieria, 34;. 
make away with 2000 helots, 
378. take Amphipelit, 400. make 
peace with the Athenians, 407. 
march into Arcadia, 11 . 31. 
forbid to afiiil at the Olympic 
games, 48. fuccour the Epi- 
daurians, 54. gain a vidory at 
Mantinea,bi. determine tofuc- 
cour the 182. for- 

tify Deceha, 209. feccour the 
Chians, 292. enter into league 
with the Perfian monarch, 293, 
310, 329. tikke ld/us,jo4. figot 
withanu beat theAthenianSfjt^.. 
ieize^Phodcs, 316. fight witn the 
Athenians, 474. ar« beat at the 


fea-fightoft^ffoe-^imK, 371. 

hateiemtmus, fon of Cime/n, 1. 36, 
commander ofthe Athtman 
fleet in Sicily, I, 288. II. 19, 
23, 38. makes war on Myl*, 

I. 288. defeats tke£sfri««r,Z9l. 

Lace, I. 261. 

Lcefpodias, If. 193, 354. 

Lafirigms, 11 . 92. 

Lamachus, lofeth a fquadrOB, L 
374. one of the three com- 
manders in$/r/^,n.99. his opi- 
nion at a council of war, 138. 
killed, 189. 

Lamis, II. 94. 

Lamphilus, II. 19, 22. 

Lampo, II. 19, 2|. 

Leaans, I. 210. 

Learchus, I. l8l. 

Lemnians, 1. S20. 11. 7, accom- 
pany tkoAthenianstoSicilyinfin 

Leocratis, 1 . 81. 

Leon, the Lacedamenian, I. 293. 

Leon , t\ioAthenian, 1 1 . 2 98 ,2 9 9 , 3 27 

Leontines, I. 333. at war with the 
Syracufans, 1 . 288. in feditioa, 

II. 4. 

Leotychides, I. 69, 

Lejhkins, 1 . 220. 

Leucadians, aid the Corinthians a- 
gainft the Corcyreans, 1, 20. 
join the ///w^rafiTflr/, 193. 

Liehas, an Olympic viftor, but 
fcourged, II. 50. hi.sembaffies, 
21, 71. public hotl of the Ar- 
gives, 7 1. his dif^pute with Ti/- 
faphertus, 315, 35 1, his death, 

r 

Locrians, Ozelian, I. 3. lofe Plan- 
paiius, confederate with 
the Athenians, 297. 

Locrians, Epixephyrian, 11. 194. 

Lyeophron, J. 198, 348, 349. 

Lyncejlians, I. 2J2, 380, 4 1 3. 

Lyjsclts, 1, 231. 

Lyfsfiralus, 1. 403. 

M. 

Macarius, I. 299, 306, 

Maehon, I. 197. 

Mantinians, 1 . 305, 307. war with 

the 
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the Tegtatay 422. make al- 
liance with the Argivts, II. 26. 
at war with the Lacedameniansy 
3 1 . renew the peace with them, 
74. mercenaries, 248. 

MegabettSy 1 . 100. 

Mtgabazusy the PerJiaK', I. 84> 
ion of Zopyruiy ibid. 

MtgerianSy aid the Corinthians a- 

f ainft Corcyroy I. 21. prohi- 
ited the harbours and markets 
of Atbensy 50, 112. fcherae to 
betray their city to the Atheni- 
ans, 366. demoliih their long- 
nuallsy 402. 

MeUansy 11 . 5. 

MtlanchridaSy 11 . 287. 

MtlanthuSy II. 285. 

Mthasy I. 220. 

Meltfandtry I. 183. 

Melianty their conference with 
the Athenians, II. 7 8. beiieged, 
90. reduced, 91. 

JAeiienJiansy I. 292. fight with the 
HeracleotSy 11 . 50. 

Menander, an commander 
in Sicily, IF. 206, 259. 

Menas, II. 19, 22. 

Mendianty I. 413* 

Menecolus, II. 96. 

Menecratesy I. 410. 

Menony I. 145. ^ 

MeJJenians of Pelofonnefusy ejeilec^ 
by the Lacedamonians, I. 784 
fettled by the Athenians at A’««- 
foQusy 79. take Phiay 146. 
replaced at Pylus, 347- 
Mejftniam of Stcily, at war with 
the Haitians , 1. 332. 

Metagenes, XI. 19, ^2. 
Metapontians , 11 . 248. 
Methymneansy I. 230. 11,247. 
Mictadesy 1 . 37. 

Mileftans, their war with the Sa- 
mians, I. 88. beat the Argives, 
II. 302. demoliih the fort 
built by Tifaphertiesy 35 1 . 
Mindarus, the Lacedttmonian admi- 
ral, II. 352, 368. defeated, 371. 
MintSy his naval power, I. 4, 6. 


Mityleneansy revolt from the A- 
theniansy 1. 218. their fpeech 
at. Olympiay 222. reduced, 237. 
ordered to be malTacred, 242. 
MoloJJiansy 1 . 194. 

MycaltJJians, malTacred, II. 219* 
Myonenfians, I. 299. 

Myrcinians, II. 6. 

Myronides, I. 81, 83, 39 ^* 
Myrrhine, II. 144. 

Myrtilusy II. 19, 23. 
hdyjcon, II. 35^* 

Nauclides, I. 1 24. 

Naxians, favour the Atheniansy 
II. 140, 248. vanquilh the^ 
Mejfenians, 1 . 33 ^* 

Hicanor, 1. 194. 

Niciasy fon of Nicer at us, I. 258, 

336, 347 » 35 S» 4 ‘ 9 - I'*® ^P®®' 
ches, II. 100, 112, 155, 251, 
267. takes Minoa, I. 258. at- 
tacks Melos, 292. invades the 
Corinthians, 347. takes Cythe- 
ra, 356. and Mende, 420. be- 
licges Scione, ibid, author of the 
peace, II. 14, 44. named for 
the command in Sicily, 99. his 
opinion at a council ot war, 
137. defeats the Syracu/ans, 
158, 199. his llratagem, 190. 
left in the foie command, 19 1. 
his letter to the Athenians, 202. 
refufeth to raife the fiege of 
racufe, 237. railcth the liege, 
265. furrenders to Gylippus, 

' 276. put to death, 278. 

NiciaSytlliiCretanQiGcrtysta, 1 . 199* 
Nicolaus, I. 181. 

Nicotnachus, I. 3 ^ 5 * 

Nicodemes, I. 82. 

Nicon, II. 209. 

Niconidas, I. 376. 

Nicoftratus, aids the popular fac- 
tion at Cercy'-a, I. 279. takes 
Cythera, 3 ^ 5 ’ Mende, 4 20. 
belieges Scione, ibid. II. 5 
Nymphedorus, I. I 48 » 

O. 

Odosnantiansy I. 2 1 4. II. S* 

OdryficMS, 
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OdryfUnti I. 209* 

Oeanthiansy I. 299. 

Qtniadtey I. 196, 3 10. invaded 
by the Atbtnians, 221. received 
into their alliance, 376. 

Oetaansy 1. 293. II. 284. 

Olynthians, II. 36. 

Onafmusy I. 4 10. 

OmmacUsy II. 306. 

Opbicnians, I. 293. 

Opiciaus, II. 93* 

Orejiesy I. I5. 

OrtfliapSy I. 194. 

Orotduty I. 194* 

Qropians, I. 143. 

Pathes, fent by the /tbtnians to 
fcduce Miiyhuey I. 230. takes 

V Jf, 237. and Notium, 242. and 

^ Pyrrba and Erejits, ibid. 

Padaritus, or Ptdaritusy II. 305, 
307, 311. killed, 327. 

Paoniansy I. 210. 

Pagendas, his harangue to the 
Baotiansy I. 386. wins the bat- 
tle of Deli urn, 391. 

Palirenjians, I. 1 49. 

Pammilus, II. 95. 

Panaans, I. 214. 

Pandioriy I. 148. 

Paraliansy I. 293. 

Paravaansy I. 194. 

Pariansy I. 398. 

Paufanias, captain-general of 
Greecey I. 73. fubdues Cyprus, 
ibid, belieges Byzantium, ibid, 
grows a tyrant, ibid, recalled 
and tried at Sparta, 74. returns 
to Helle/penty loi. his letter to 
Xirxesy ibid, driven from By^ 
zantium, 103. betrayed, 105. 
ftarved to death, 106. 

Paufanias, {on ot Pleijiionax, 1.236. 

Ptloptyl.-/, 

Ptloponntjtansy their colonies, I. 

1 1 . their charafter, 1 1 5. ori- 
ginally II. j 68. their 
war with the Atheniansy fee A^ 
VOL.II, C c 


tbtnians and Laeedamotiians. 

Perabians, I. 377. 

Ptrdiccas, king of Maetdenia, his 
political turns, I. 44*47, 148, 
209. invaded by Sitalces, 209. 
in conjundion with Brafdas 
invades Arribaus, 380, 420. 
quarrels with Brafidas, 421. 
makes peace Athenians , 

422.is again their eneffly,11.76. 

Pericles, commands the Athmians, 
I. 85, conquers Euboea, 88. 
and Satnosy 90. his fpeech for 
war, 113. makes the funeral- 
oration, 152. bis fpeech in de- 
fence of himfelf, 171. his 
death and charader, 179. 

Perieres, II. 9;. 

Perjians, at Thermopylte, I. 344. 
their noble cullom, 2 1 1 . 

Pbaacians, I, 20. 

Phaaxy II. 4. 

Phsedimus, II. 39. 

Pbaeinisy piiellefs oijuno, I. 42 1. 

Phanomachus, I. 184. 

Pharnahazusy II. 286, 3 1 2, 

PharnaceSy I. i8t. 

Pbar/alians, I. 144. 

Pheraansy I. 145. 

Pbi/ippuQy the Latedamonian, II. 
305, 368. 

Pbilocharidas, 1 . 409. II.19, 22,41. 

Philocrates, II. 91. 

PhilodlittSy 1 . 9 . 

Phliajians, I. 22. 

Pboceansy h\xi\i Mar/eilles, I. 12. 
beat 1 }^tCarthaginians^^^ Tea, ib. 

Pbocians, at war with the Do- 
rians, I. 82. recover the tem- 
ple of Delphi, 86. 

Phanicians, exercifed piracy, 1 . 6 . 
inhabited the ifles, ibid, had 
fettlements in Sicily, II. 94. 

Phormio, an Athenian commander, 
1. 48, 9 1. commands their fleet 
at Naupailus, 183. beats the 
Pelcponneftans (ci, 198. pre- 
pares for a fecond e.ngagement, 

2C0, 
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200. his harangue, ibid, beats Pyftillust II. 95. 
them again, 2 o6. Pyihangelus^ I. 125. 

PhotiuSf I, 194. ^ Pythettf II. 192, 194. 

FhrynichuSf 11 . 302. his intrigue Pythias ^ I. 277. 
againft^/«^/W«, 3 2 1. deprived Pythodorus^ the archon at Athtnst 
of the command, 326. is of the I. 125. the foft of Ifolotbus, in 

oligarchical faction, 337, 3^7. the command, i, II. 19, 23, 

is affaffinated, 360. 193. banifhed,' I. 366. 

PUrianst I. 2 12. R. 


Pi/ander^ overturns the dentocra* 
cy at Athens^ II. 325, 332, 
358. flies iODecelia, 367. 

the tj rant, I. 301. II. 
1^2. purifies Dtloi^ I. 301. 
died an old man, II. 142. 
Pijiflratust the fon of II, 
144. dedicated altars, ibid. 
Pijuihnes, I. 89, 241. 

Pitiatus, I, 400. 

Platteansy confederate with A- 
tbensy I. 125. befieged, 185. 
a body of them make their ef- 
cape, 233. furrender, 260. their 
• fpeech to the Lacedemonians y 
261. arc put to death, 275. 
PUifiionaXy king of Sparta, I. 
82, 88. baniihed, 143. refto. 
red, II. 14, 22, 3 f. 

Pltiftolasy II. 19, 22. 

Pltjtarchusy I. *04, 

Polls, I. 181. 

Pollesy II. 5. 

PolyanthtSy II. 224. 

Peljcrates, tyrant of Samos, pow- 
’ erful at fea, 1. 1 2. confecrates 
Rhenea to the Delian Apollo, 
ibid. 301. 

Polydamidas, 1. 4 1 3, 4 1 9. 

Poly modes , I. 145. 

Potidaansy originally from Co- 
rinth ^ I. 43. defeated by the 
Athenians y 47. befieged, 48, 
170. furrender, 184. 
Pratodemus, I. 180. 

Proclesy 1.292. 11.19,23. 

Promt y I. 148. 

Proteas, I. 37, i4'‘3. 

Proxenus, I. 301. 

Ptoeodorus, 1. 373. 


Ramphias, I. 113. II. 12. 
Rbegians, I. 288. attacked by the 
LecriaHSy 313, 332. neutral in 
the Sicilian wzt, 133. , 

Rhedianst, Doric by defeent, II. 
247, 316. 

S. 

Sahylinthusy I. 1 94. 

Sacon, II. 96. 

Sadccasy fon of Sitalces, I. iJt! .*, 
made a citiaen of Athens, I49^’ 
Salathusy fent to Mitylene, I. 237. 
taken prifoner and put to 
death by the Athenians, 242. 
Salynthius, king of the Agreans, 
I. 310. 

Samians, conquered by the Athe- 
nians, I. 90. their infurrec- 
tion, II, 297. 

Sargeus, 11. 210. 

Set on tans, of the Pellene, origi- 
nally from P tloponnefus , I. 410. 
revolt, 412. crown Brajsdas, 
ib. reduced and feverely treat- 
ed by the Athenians, II. 29. 
SiirondaSy II 326. 

Scythians, I. 2 1 1. 

Stlinuntians, II. 248. at war 
with the Eeejiiansy 96. 
Sermylians, 11. 18 . 

Stuihesy 1 . 210, 396. fucceeds Si- 
talces in the kingdom of Ody- 
fe, 210. marries the filter 
of Perdiccas, 215. 

Sicanians, II. 9^. 

Sicilians, I. 359, 365. 

Siiuli, II. 93, 174, 191. 

Sicyonians, I. 84, 85, 396. 
Simonides, I. 316. 

Simus, II. 96. , Singedns, 
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c- TT 17. Tatnus^, II. 307. 

SMan,’, I. i 1 1. "">• 

Siulat, king of Thrut, 1 . 1+8, mnndtr, I. j;9. 
i8i ^\\ to \he Athenians Taurus, I. 409. ^ 

invades^thc Macedonians, 209. Tegeato', fight with the Mam- 
his power, 211. conqaeredby J' 

ttstTriballians, 396. *}* * 9 * 

314* his ads at I. 218.11.247. 


Corcyra, 351. baniihed from 
Athens, 366. 

Ste/aggras, I- 95^* , , , 

Siheneldidas, his fpecch:*, I. 07. 

Stratonice, I. 214. 

Stratians, conquer the Chaonians, 

Stiomfichides, II. 294. his ex- 
S ^loits, 306, 347. 
iSfyphon, I* 345 * 

^tyrenjians, II. 246* 

Syraeu/ans, at war with the Leon- 

//»w, I. 288. are defeated by Theanetus, U 2^1, 
thc^/i&mViar, 33i.drawupa- 9 ?; r 

Minft the II. IS-i* Thebans, ioTpnkPlat^a,l.i 2 S; 
prepare for battle, ibid, are their fpeech to the Laced^m^^ 
defeated, 1 58. fortify their ci- ans againft the Plataan^ 268. 
ty, 16 1, fend embaffadors to demohfli the walls of Thefpi*, 

Camarina, \62. to Corinth znd. 42 *• K* 

:>parta, 175. engage and are ThemiJI(^es,\.^, 107,112. by 
dSed by the AJhLns, 185, his advice the battle was fought 


Te'iatts, I. 239. II. 246, 294. 
Teres, father of 5 /Vfi/fw, I. 14^* 
how he got the kingdom of 
Odry/^, ibid, enlarged it, ib. 
Ttutiafius, I. 238. his advice to 
Aid das and the Pehponnefians, 
ibid. 

Tljaryps, king of the Molojjtans, 

I. 194* 

Thajians, revolt from Athens, I.77. 
defeated, ibid, beg aid from the 

Z.flrt^.ewo«/aw,ib.furrendcr,ib, 


%ivavMvv.«4 — , - 

189. raife their counterworks, 

187. are about treating with 
Idicias, 19 1, prepare their fleet, 
211. attack the Athenians by 
land and lea, 212. ereft two 
trophies, 236. prepare again 
for an engagement, 242. de- 
feat them again, 24 3 . prepare 
for the laft battle, 249. engage, 
259. are viAorious, 262. flop 
the Athenians by a llratagem, 
264. purfue them and take 
them all prifoners*, 269, fend 
aid to the Peloponntfians, 302, 

37 »- 

T. 

Tages, ir. 294. 


in the ftrait of Salamis, 57. i» 
font embaflador to Sparta, 69. 
deludes the Lacedamoniases, 70. 
gets the Long-nunlls and Piraus 
f€curcd,7i. baniihed by 
’ the cjlrad/m, 107. refidcs at 
Argos, ibid, accufed by the La- 
ceda’tnonians, ibid, flies to Ccr- 
eyra, 10% > to Admetus, 109. the 
danger he efcaped, ibid, his 
letter to the king oiPtrfia, ib. 
bis charafler, 1 10. 

Theramenes, Athenian,W-‘%y]» 
one of thofe who overturned the 
democracy, ibid, tarns tq^ftc 
other fide, 356. , ‘ S- 

Theramtnes, ihc Laceatemoktan, 
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carries the fleet 11. 502. 

Thermot 11. 390. 

Tbejius, I. 137. 

The^alianst drive the Saotiaas 
Irom JriUt I. 1 1 . confederate 
with the Mhevianst 79. fend 
them aids, 85, 144. their form 
of government, 376. 

TheuMSt founder of Naxm^ 11.94. 

Tbraeianst overthrow the jitJIuni- 
aust I. 77, 396. are free, 
148. theif fordid caflom, 211. 
fight with l\itTbeiaiu after the 
uiaflacre at MyeaUJfui, II. 220. 

Tbrdfybului^ II, 342. fupports the 
democracy, ibid, made a com. 
anander, 343. brings back AU 
tibiadut 348. beats the ftlo* 
ptnntjians at Tea, 371. 

TbrttJycUtt II. 19, 23. 

Tbrtifyllmf the Argive, 11 . 56. 

Tbrajyllus, the AtbmiaH, II. 342, 
34 - 5 » 3 ^®* 

TbraJymtUJas, I. 321. 

Tbutles. See TheucUs, 

Thu<ydidat fon of Ohrus, why he 
wrote the hifiory of this war, I. 
I, 16, 17, 19. 11 . 24. had the 
plague, I 16 >. his gold mines, 
and great credit in Tbt<Ji(t, 398. 
commands in Tbract^ ibid. ar. 
rives too late to fave Amfhiptlis, 
399. fecnres Eion, ibid, was an 
exile for Wrenty years, II. 25. 

Thu^didut the collegue of Agnon 
and Pbormiat I. 9 1 . 

Tbu^didtst the Pbarjalian, n.36 1 . 

Tbyrnucbarist 11. 364. 

TttaitganSf I. 210. 

Timagorat of Cyicicui,Jl, 286,288. 

Timagoras, of Ttgttt, I. 181. 

Timiuierf I. 23. 

^imocratts, 1. 198. kills himfelf, 

2o6. 

Tifamnust I. 293. 

^tmdtr^ I. 299, 

II. 77, 


Tiffapbtrnttt Ueotenant of D 4 ui»x, 
II., 286, 30 1 , his compa&s and 
leagues with the Ptlofinntjuuut 

? 95 » 305 » 3 ‘ 0 * 3 * 5 . 3 * 7 * 3 *^* 
18 conquered at mlttut by the 
Atbenianst 301. fortifies Id/us, 
303* pays the Laeedxemman 
Aips, ibid. leflTens their pay by 
the advice of Aleiilades, 319, 
wants to be reconciled to the 
Lactdamenianst 328. inveighed 
againft by the mariners, 346, 
330. why he did not br^g up 
the Pbemcian fleet, 354. 

Thpelemust I. 91. 

Totmidoit ion of Tthueutt 1. 84,87, 

Tolopbenians, I. 299. ' 

TraeUniantf I. 293. 

Tririmns, I. 210. 

Triballiam, conquer kihg^ 
of the Odryjuuut 1 . 396. 

Tritatnjiaiu% I. 299. 

Trojans, how unable to refill the 
GneAs for ten years, 1 . 10. Ibme 
of them fettled in Sidiy after the 
taking of TVsy, II. 93. 

Tydtus, II. 311. 

Tyndarus, I. 7. 

Tyrrhtnts, II. 243, 248. 

U. 

Utyfei, I. 33 ** 

' X. 

Xenares, Ephtrsu at Sparta, II. S 3 - 

Xenares, commander of the Hera- 
ekott, killed, II, 50. 

Xenotlides, I. 37, 311. 

Xeno, II. 209. 

Xenepbasstidas't II. 3*7* 

Xenophant foK <XEuripides,l,\%A* 
>92. . 

Xerxes,'\, 13, 9** letter to 
Paufanias, 102. 

Z. 

ZaeyntbUms, a colony of Acba- 
ans, I. i 8 i. aid the Athenians 
in the Sicilian war, II. 247* 

ZenxidaSf 11 . 19. 







